Google 


This  is  a  digitaJ  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

ll  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enler  Ihe  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vmy  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  lo  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  niaiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appeal'  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  Ihe 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  lo  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  librai'ies  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  Lue  merely  Iheir  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  lo  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  takeD  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  aiftomated querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system;  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  laige  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  Ihe 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  maybe  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  ll. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  thai  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  Ihat  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  lo  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assutne  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  meatis  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  Ihe  world's  information  and  lo  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  tlirough  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at  lilitp  :/  /books  .  google  .com/ 


VILLIERS. 


LONDON: 

PritiW  by  Wb."*«  Cuw«  "*  SMfc 

Dtikc-MrHl.  LMBboth. 


VILLIERS. 


LONDON: 

PrinlM  hy  Wiuuh  Cwwii  ani)  Smi, 

Dnks-RtiHI,  LiBbrth, 


VILL IE  RS 


ft  Calt 


THE  LAST  CENTURY. 


Onuu. 


VOLUME  I. 


/^ 


'J 


LONDON: 

\VHITTAKBR  AND  CO.,  AVB-MABIA  LANK. 


3SZ. 


TO  om 


IN  WHOH  TALENT  AND  INTEGRITY 


*n  JoinD  WTTM  m. 


THE  BEST  QUALITIES  OF  THE  HEART, 


IS  DEDICATED  BY 

THE  AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


BOLD  the  idni  of  fiila1i»ni  to  be  an  absurdily. 

The  metaphyak!)  of  the  ^ghtb  Chapter,  in  tli« 
Third  Volume,  mui>t  partly  he  accepted  as  the 
unhealthy  rattsonio^  of  a  solitary  and  dcacrled 
mat). 

NevprtlwJess,  I  hav«  endeavourcJ  lo  mIiow,  in 
this  Gclioii,  that  over  the  power  oT  drcuaulance 
we  haT*  no  control, — circumstance,  tending  from 
eier}'  hand  towards  one  great  ccRtre,  as  regards 
each  individual  hang  of  ibe  world ;  although 
the  acts  and  impulHes  of  one  man  are  secret 
from  the  otber,  and,  in  lh<-  inrnlnblc  effect  these 
must  hare  upon  his  fellow,  most  often  unknown 
to  himself. 

Yet,  in  judging  of  its  power,  or  in  it«  applica- 
tion, how  may  not  the  wisest  err  I 

Altliough  the  following  tale  wiu  Mkdcbod  a 
lew  j-eara  back,  it  ia  hoped  that  time  has  not 
destroyed  whatever  merit  it  may  origioally  have 


The  chown  period  of  history,  lying  between 
the  two  famous  cSorln  of  the  House  of  Stuart, 
hu  latterly  been  something  o^-erlooked  and  put 
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aside,  or  rcmi'inbered  but  with  the  associations 
of  WiiipoW,  \Vhig,  and  Tory ;  while,  in  the  con- 
UMiiplitlion  of  stormy  debates  and  recrimmalive 
charge*,  the  political  connection  of  this  country 
with  Fraoc«  during  the  Ki'geucy  of  Orleans,  and 
the  wars  conscqucnl  upon  the  yearnings  of 
George  II.  towards  the  Electorate  of  Hanover, 
itre  now  but  little  thought  of. 

Without  assuming  to  have  ptil  forth  a  purely 
historical  novel  (for  the  work  is  f»r  from  nuch), 
ihc  Author  merely  premises  that  those  rventa  of 
hisetory  upon  which  he  has  touched,  have  been 
drawn  from  authentic  sources.  The  hero  of  the 
tale  must,  neTcrthelesf,  be  permitted  to  figure  at 
tin>C»  imlepeiidcntly  of  llie  trammels  of  fact; 
and  some  of  the  actors  who  may  be  e»Ieenied 
superfluotis,  must 

*  jtrut  tad  frel  tbeir  boio,* 
albeit  ihey  are  "  seen  no  more ;"  stnoe  the  mind 
cannot  hv.  for  ever  stretched  1o  the  top  of  itt 
bent,  even  in  the  pentsul  of  a  work  of  fiction. 

Should  some  ajwlogy  he  needed  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  wife  of  a  certain  minister  whose 
title — at  h'list  the  earldom — has  been  for  ninety 
years  extinct,  it  is  comprehended  in  tlic  cir- 
cumstance of  that  nobleman  having  "  died  ui^ 
married." 
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CHAPTER  I. 


[Vkm  nil*  tn  onM  tre*    O,  ibtn>  tiy  iLij 

TVrWn  will  ihva  Hmt  ■  cvrart  dark  eagugh 

I Tb  Buk Ifcj  MMrtiwu Tuag« ?    laA  udm,  Coaqdraq; 

I  BMt  it  ia  miUh  mm)  affability ; 

^ot  if  tbaa  fttit  Oif  lulin  ttmbUacc  ob. 

Hot  Enbo  itwlt  «•!•  ilim  wtougb 

Ta  U^  fbM  ftan  pNtvuUoa. 

Jui-tvi  Cj 


It  vtbs  at  ib^  close  or  a  gloomy  day  in  December. 
I71S,  ihai  aa  En([lisli  gmtlcmaD,  mounted  upon 
a  powerful  hofM*  of  hi«  oivn  country,  rode  out  of 
Paris  at  I  be  Bamt^ne  de  Passy,  attcudwl  by  a 
sinslc  groom.  Tbr  appearance  of  tlie  sky  wok 
lowering.  Itw  wind  lilrw  in  licarj-  gii^U  rroin  the 
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n'Mtnttrd,  and  ihc  largf  ruin-droi»  tluit  \)fffnu  to 
full  [loncndoil  a  iiiplu  of  nlorm;  hul  ihe  borse- 
mait,  as  ]w  c1oare<l  the  »uburb!<.  and  caiTBcioled 
hia  steed,  tliought  lightly  of  tho  wMthpr,  ir- 
joking  as  lie  did  in  the  coneciousnras  of  frw* 
liloni  from  a  daily  routine  of  dry  and  irksome 
ImsineM  Tlie  htinting-fipld  or  the  row)  h»d 
been  hiK  clement,  rather  than  the  diplomaiir 
closet;  and  a  voiUh  of  nvkWt,  though  inde|x-n- 
deiil  advcnitiro,  had  ill  seconded  very  able  talent* 
to  fir  for  a  mattirer  lite  of  close  apiiliciilion  to 
wrioiis  affairN,  onp  who  was  early  taiighl  to 
reJMl  tliem  as  the  probable  means  of  future 
subsistence. 

Facing  tlia  ivind  and  coining  ruin,  ajt  an  old 
rnemy,  whose  powera  nere  to  be  eoniemne<l 
»alhcr  than  ai-(»ded,  he  fastened  more  securely 
hi«  lawd  horseman's  cloak  abotit  hi*  pcrfon, 
and  rode  «wil>ly  forward;  in  hop'*  that.  l-.Ue. 
eitn,  as  he  had  licen  ditaiiu'd  from  setiing  om. 
the  place  of  destination  might  still  be  resched 
that  night  at  a  gooil  hour.     This  was  a  hunting- 
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flwt  of  ono  of  llm  Frrach  princm,  not  many 
Inh'IIi'v  disUncc  from  Paris.  Scttrcdj-  had  he 
acconi[>liaI)v<l  tno  of  tlirae  vrbeo  hU  progrpwi 
wv.  amwtMl  by  a  confused  muss  of  men  and 
honft,  and,  vrlut  morv  piuiicularly  obftrucl^d 
l)u'  road,  a  bnvy  trarpUing  carriage,  liuge  iind 
cumbrous,  wbtch  bad  broken  down,  and  itow 
lay  in  a  bopeless  atdo  of  wreck. 

Id  th(!  wur  of  ton^c».  Uiul  of  the*  postillion 
made  iuelf  Iteanl  aho%v  the  rest,  roplyinj;  wilh 
all  tbe  energy  and  iiv  of  lii^  coimtry  to  llir 
objurgations  of  the  Iratvllcn,  wlio  had  contrifed 
nnhurt  to  rxiricatc  tlieni»elveii  from  the  vehicle. 
Our  honmiiin  took  some  little  time  to  exatiiino 
the  party,  aided  by  tbe  doubtful  gleam  of  a 
lamp  which  ihry  had  with  them,  and  whirl) 
■bownl  it  to  consist  of  three  gentlemen  and  a 
acmnl,  tlie  Utter  of  whom  having  tied  bia  liorae 
to  om  of  tboae  in  barn^^s,  was  now  busily  on- 
KEged  in  0oarcbing  for  Nomn!  lost  package,  that 
the  uixiBty  displayed  by  his  maaim  betpoke  as 
bong  of  the  last  ini]>ortancv. 

«2 
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Thr  PTihoHallon^  of  the  superiors  and  replim 
of  t\w  ilomr.-ilio  w<'rc  mii<U'  Jn  ■S|>aiii»li ;  but  iia 
«)n>a<>ion;il  iV[»ro>'urh  to  ihtf  pwlilliuu  for  an  awi* 
<lent  which  it  was  not  hiH  to  [irevcitt,  rune;  out 
in  as  good  French  as  the  comprehensive  *oca. 
biliary  of  abuse  proper  to  that  langiia|(r  ivill 
udmir.  '11)1!  iiroituncJation  of  iho  kvoikI  tn^ 
roller  also  waH  but  liltio  (ainUtl  witJi  a  SpanUh 
nrcrnt,  jvt  tlecidedlj'j  the  third,  iu  Mience  had 
aeixo<\  t(u>  laniii  fro«i  Xiw  po^tilliuii,  aiid  m-i 
hiiiiwU'  wrioiisly  to  «\aiiiini-  iiilo  t\w  vWeM  of 
their  tninforlune. 

Otir  cavalier's  profcMiuns  of  service  were  gladly 
and  [Kilitciy  MCCT]>1ttl,  iiiwl  liijt  groom  ordered  lo 
lenii  aMistuncv.  Tlw  (l<ini:ig(>,  howMtT,  Jieing 
proiioiinewl  a»  irremediable.  Miihout  iiiechunieai 
aid.  the  servant  witlxlren  a  liltl«  from  the 
i-ronded  mass,  anil  looked  quietly  on,  awaiting 
fresh  directions  At  ilu»  momenl  llu*  light  tvu 
t^liiiguished  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind;  uihI  all 
interjection  which,  llonet<cr  inelegant,  naa  no 
perfectly  English   as  i>ot   for  a  monieat   to  l>e 
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flUftkkra,  «roM>  from  ibi-  cmtrp  of  ih#  conrimtl 
knot  Tlw  funiliar  mmiik)  w,i»  not  lost  u|x>ii 
\l»  oar  of  the  liorwnuii) ;  but  with  that  iiititiihc 
rr«cn«  wliich  euiin)»  ibi-  brrast  of  (iii  ICiigliirb* 
man  abroad  Trorn  «onmitmioii  with  ItU  country* 
ntra,  he  avoitlnl  H{Maktng  in  his  own  longuo. 
Hiul  mnetl  hiH  bnul  fiirlhrr  from  Ow  sovne. 
All  h»  did  so,  the  hone's  Tcvl  struck  upoii  wmc 
round  aiibfiaticv,  vrhich  rolled  to  a  sbort  (lis- 
tance,  and  Wtu  pickrd  tip  by  tliu  ricltf,  who 
ilisraouiticd  for  the  purpoM*-  It  proved  to  be 
the  Iobi  IrvsLHtin'.  ii  small  valise,  so  light  a* 
In  erei>t«  Burprittf  thai  it  should  b^  in  mch  n 
niikniMT  Mtcrmod  by  thr  o%mrr,  i»  the  Jmnto- 
dnve  joy  In*  diNplaj'ed  M  i\»  recovery  would 
imply. 

The  rmin  won  now  fulling  Tagt,  llu-  darkiipss 
nearly  impenrtrabtc,  and  the  uholo  stumlion 
of  the  braighlcd  lravHU'r!>  forlorn  to  the  last 
degm,  for  they  wem  a  Wfnie  from  tlw  ni<*ml 
town  where  available  ossiMance  could  be  pro- 
rared ;  but  \ito  heart  of  oar  hortraian  was  liar- 
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ilened,  and  telling  hia  man  to  mount,  hr  pot 
spurs  to  his  steed,  and  lcl\  thorn  to  their  late. 
Before  he  had  ridden  a  mile,  his  paw;  was  ef;iun 
M)i(ken«l,  us  hr  niniinittcd  upon  the  luti-  adt-rn- 
lure,  rendered  raon>  interesrting  by  a  eoDwiotia- 
ne*B  of  having  not  now  for  the  first  time  seen 
the  faces  of  the  two  Spaniards  <>«  <)><'  Innip 
fluithcd  it«  momenttir)'  lighl  upon  them.  Orni- 
MonaDy  slopping,  or  ri<ling  on,  sometimes  fast, 
and  iis;uin  relaxing  into  a  walk,  his  movement* 
manifextetl  an  indeci«ion  of  piirpoiK'  by  no  niOiins 
common  to  liim.  He  n-m  near  the  lovm  of 
Kunibouillel,  when  a  man  rode  up  lo  his  Mde, 
and,  checking  his  tired  horse,  eommen«Kl  a 
voluble  discourw  in  the  recogniitnl  tones  of  the 
postillion.  The  KngUshman,  whom  we  may 
liere  introduce  as  Mr.  Villiers,  was  a  man  of 
tlM  world;  un<l,  hawe%'er  he  had  ll^'oided  a  con* 
tact,  willi  his  countryman,  showed  no  disposition 
to  repel  the  communications  of  the  more  humble, 
though  possibly  not  less  self- important  per- 
Mmagc  who  now  addressed  inm.     Aware,  as  if 
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sppeiaretl,  that  llie  geolleman  and  liin  aticiHlaiit 
could  be  no  Other*  than  tho  late  iipiTialon  of 
Um  MfOO  ho  liad  leD,  Iw  proceeded  to  defend 
liiiuiwlf  from  all  blatuf',  as  camcwtly  as  if  Mr. 
VilUera  bad  accused  bim  of  a  wilful  concent  in 
lh«  jMcidrat.  and  vrilh  a  manner  thai  would  at 
nuy  otlior  time  have  alTordixt  niucti  nmuwciiMiit. 
lligiily  affronted  at  the  ternu  of  abuxo  that  Iiail 
'Iwm  so  lavUhty  bestowed  ujwn  UJin  by  the  Sjia- 
niard»,  he  belin-cd  hiinsvlf  actiug  but  witb  loo 
ipvat  beneTolence  towarda  them,  in  ritUng  tbiis 
for  asosUiKe  to  repair  tUe  misfortune,  and  speed 
ihem  on  tbcir  way;  ibo  IJiTe  or  two  in  per- 
ti)i«sctif«  not  bi'iug,  in  his  owu  mind,  allowed  to 
haff  any  weight. 

"  Tbn  ndiac  you  picked  up,  niousit-ur,  muflt 
ftve  felt  heavy,  did  it  not  I"  demanded  lie. 

"  Light  as  a  chelon  '."  said  Villiers. 

"  Uail "  exclaimed  the  postillion,  in  a  length- 
med  tone  of  Mirprisc:  "  It  must  hold  piipert, 
then,  llial  would  be  north  l)w  notice  of  »ome 
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H^xteroufi  gallons,  whom  they  may  ypt  mwt  oii 
(he  road." 

"  The  stripling  se>emotl  glnd  lo  grt  it  jiprain," 
Bxid  Villien!,  c«rpU>wly. 

"  Ulatl !  }<os,  wrll  lie  might  be,"  replietl  llw 
])06iillton ;  "  but  the  elder  Don  was  tlio  moat  so. 
Dianire,  I  wish  it  had  come  tiDder  viy  foot !" 

"  Wltut  think  you,  monsieur,  it  could  contain? 
Teties,  monsirw,  rout  rtei  iann&te  Aomme — il 
is  worth  an  hundred  thousand  pistolos!"  com- 
(-hidrd  lie,  with  some  mystery,  !u  he  (tigrd  hiH 
horw'  nearer  to  lliiii  of  Villicrx- 

"  Vou  surprise  me,"  cxclajmwl  the  latter.  But 
how  know  yoii  ?     Vou  hare  not  opened  it?" 

"AiA /"said the poMJllion.indii^Antly.  "Mcu' 
iteuT,  jt  ntis  Aonmte  d'lionneur^—commf  tow," 
udded  lu-,  bowing  to  VilUers,  as  the  latter  ptil 
»  piece  of  money  into  hie  hand,  to  repair  thr 
iminteittional  affront.  "  The  fool  danced  for 
joy  aa  you  rode  away,  taking  you,  monsieur, 
for  no  honest  person,  so  glad  was  he  to  haw 
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got  ibe  vaJiae  oul  of  y«nir  huncU,  as  lie  would 
not  haw  Io«tt  it,  be  said,  for  tho  xuni  I  huw 
lumwd." 

"  Fool,  indeed,"  responded  Villiers ;  "  for  he 
did  iH>t  {Mrliaps  know  you  to  be  tlir  niun  of 
honour  thai  I  Ani  Bure  you  are !" 

*'  Mcaaieur  eti  Ira  poUr  said  tb(>  mttn  with 
Abow;  "  MaitHcnparhntplua." 

••  You  hAve  aa  Enghshinan  atnongHt  ttieniT' 
said  Villicn. 

"  Eh  bien!  out.  Mais  ntnu  xviiii  ii  Ram- 
bwiUfi  r 

»MautetAnglaU?" 

"  S<KT6-je  n'cti  t^au  rim.  Gna-Jta»,  qui 
tit  /oruc  jamaii  de  parfer  que  des  G—d^n'a. 
Mait,  numtieur,  voiiii  le  Cog  d'Ori'  concluded 
he,  crackiiig  lu&  enormous  whip,  and  ridtog  up 
to  tl>c  ^linimrriug  hght  of  a  miMfralilK  uubvrge, 
w  he  shouted  "  Halar  ifith  all  his  might. 

Mr.  Villiers  bcli<nT4)  iwt  could  not  belter  do 
than  rail   halt  also;    for   the   nun   bad  pcm> 
through  his  cloak,  and  MHiM-nhat  damped 
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kte  udMir  for  the  nnxt  day's  chaw;  and  niorr- 
over  he  had  formt^  certain  concUurions  upon 
what  ha<l  presenled  ilselt'  to  ear  and  eye  sine* 
h«  left  Pari*,  tlial  might  have  had  a  tttronK 
influence  in  changing  hi.t  dftcrminatioru,  He 
rollowcd  ilie  ]ioaliUion.  therefore,  into  the  inn- 
yard,  and  luiving  called  for  somp  refresh mcnt, 
Mich  aa  it  wa^  entered  ouc«->  more  into  conver- 
sation with  his  new  acquaintance;  but  what  tlie 
■ubjcvt  may  have  hccai  il  wcrr  now  idle  to 
demand.  Certaii]  it  is,  thai  when  clear  of  the 
gloomy  inn-yard,  and  loal  to  the  gaze  of  i(« 
ahrinking  and  <-oinforilfs»  lenanU,  h<>  turned 
hia  horse's  head  towards  Paris 

Dashing  on  through  the  »torn),  he  panspd 
the  still  unremoved  vehicle,  ivhose  owners  in  a 
niotiniful  silence  now  Nought  (emjiorary  shelter 
by  iu  side,  while  they  patiently  awaited  their 
postillion  with  the  cxpoctcd  succour;  nor  did 
ho  pull  bit  till  hi*  geiierotis  horse  had  carried 
him  (o  the  forte  eochere  of  llie  BriliHh  Ambai^ 
sadar's  hotd. 
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The  •wn-iare  and  fticnd  of  Lord  Stair,  for 
Hiwh  he.  was,  catised  himself  lo  be  eonductrd  to 
thp  prP-ietiM!  of  that  nobleman,  who,  dressed  in 
the  splmdid  alfiie  suilabte  to  hi<  station  tind 
ilie  limr,  an  era  of  relm.  lace,  and  jewels, 
iru  now  enjoying,  pmioudy  to  the  reunion 
oT  the  erenlng.  part  of  tii«  first  hour  of  soli-l 
tt»dc  which  had  been  allowed  him  during  the 
day. 

"  Rriumed,  and  without  the  spoiU  of  the 
phase  !*■  exclaimed  I,ord  Stair.  "  The  fair 
Parisiaits  are  making  ii-ou  a  milk»op  indeed, 
Vil)ien>  if  weather  caii  turu  so  mighty  a  hunter 
from  hia  sport." 

"  Your  Excellency's  remark  would  he  just, 
if  such  were  tlic  ease;  though  aa  regank  tlte 
lep,  1  believe  1  em  one  indcod,"  returned  the 
«eeretarT ;  "  but  tltc  ftlaga  of  Rambouillet  have 
been  giren  up  for  other  game  that  1  am  upon 
the  scent  of." 

*•  Speak  plainly."  wild  the  Earl,  raiMDg  him- 
•elf  tnm  the  quk^ceot  and  musing  posture  in 
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wlikh  be  had  hilliorto  indiilgcd,  in  it  fautevit  by 
rhe  firc-wtk'. 

■'  To  H]>eak  [tlaiiily.  ihen.  my  diKir  lord,  you. 
as  ncll  iu»  niyxclf,  this  momine  iitw  llie  two 
>'Oung  S|)tniiardK  w1k>  lately  j<iincd  Ollainaiv.— 
PoMo  Carrero  and  Montpleone !" 

"  Proceed,"  said  Lord  Stair. 

"  And  you  prrliii])s  imagine  Ihiil  they  are  nou' 
in  Pttris,  sleeping  oS,  probably,  tlie  effect  of  the 
Wrong  ivineg  and  garlii-V  that  aceompaiiJnl  their 
(omcnlial  pcddiur  supper?" 

"  I  imagine  no  such  thinp."  replied  Iho  Earl. 
"  for  1  (WW  tbi-ir  paasporls  xigincd  jTstcrday.  Is 
lliB  all  your  wondrr  V  * 

'J1i«  9(«nHary  looki»l  disappointed,  but  i^uickly 
rallied. 

"  Nay,"  aajd  h«,  "  this  is  not  all  my  wonder  ; 
iJiey  liaw  hod  a  break>down — "■ 
,  The  Karl  laiigbed,  though  not  diitrourtcously. 

■'  A  French  voiliirc  breaking  down !  Why. 
my  good  \'illiers,"  said  iie,  '•  miracles  seem  not 
yet  to  h*w  crawd  trith  you ;  wc  shall  Mm  baif 
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yoa  vtsiimg  Rougo-Croix*  for  a  piece  oT  the 
pbilcwopbpr'ii  stone." 

"  'llie  Spaoiards  liavw  pn'haps  provitt^d  litem* 

larivm  with  a  small  bit.  whii-b  they  pri>e  at  an 

InimlrcKl  tbousand  pisloW,  but  ivhicli.  I  hna^nv, 

you  may  g^  much  cbcaprr,  my  lortl,  ir  you  nill 

lry/~  rrttirnnl  the  wcrrtary.  i>oni(^hat  ruffled. 

"  Kxplaiii."  «aid  8iair. 

Mr.  ViUipn  rrlat«d  iho  adrvnturc  of  the  niltsr, 
with  the  [-.octillion'*  npeculations  as  to  what  it 
)  night  contain. 

"A  share  in  the  mines  of  St.  Bwl>ef !"  said 
liord  Stair,  with  apparent  indiOerence. 

"Or,  nuiy  it  not  be ?"    The  re«  of  his 

aeeretary'B  suggestion  was  mado  in  «o  low  a  voic4- 
as  (carcrly  to  mount  abovd  a  whisper ;  but  ii  was 
deUnred  witli  Midi  raeaniDg,  and  in  so  conlideni 
a  manner,  that  the  EaH  rose  abniptly  from  hiif 
iveat,  and,  Mttting  aiudn  h»  air  of  raillery,  he 

*  A  dtuUlan  who  pcMFOiIcd  In  alditaiy,  «ad  ini|K»t<l  upon 
nfctn^  laarling  IM  kl>  sg*  «w  100  ]tan,  altbough  hw 
holndaitM. 
f  HiNiMifpwi  bobhU  of  iIm  Haw. 
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placed  a  hand  on  Villiers'a  shouldei'.  n  )iile  he  bad« 
hitii  rwount  »1)  that  hnj  occurred  during  liis  ritk. 
A3  the  wprMwy  came  to  llit  ronclti^tion.  Lord 
Stair  seemed  suddenly  to  remember  that  an 
aflair,  witli  wliicli  this  might  have  coniioxion, 
had  ))ocii  Ntif)i,>i\>d  to  «^-apc  him.  il«  look  on« 
or  two  turns  avroea  the  aparlnienl,  and  then, 
moving  to  an  e.scnilo!rc,  iinlockrd  a  drawer,  from 
whence  he  took  wine  ])n|H>rt(  whirh  had  that  da_r 
been  put  into  \ua  hand. 

"  You  are  stirc  there  wa«  an  Englishman 
whion|Txt  them?"  he  aaid  at  length. 

■'  I  could  not  l»  nrong  in  tlu'  olaplt'  Enf;li*h 
oath,  an  the  light  went  out." 

"  No, — hemerer,  he  might  haw  Ijeen — but  I 
have  Kigiunl  no  pnssport  foi'  the  Spanish  frontier. 
\Va«  il  the  roice  of  a  genth-man  T 

■*  1  ahoiiUI  MtT  yes ;  but,  at  all  events,  il  is 
unlikely  they  would  have  an  English  servant 
with  tltrm." 

"  How,  unlikely  f  Ai%  not  these  two  Spanianb 
fresli  from   England  ?      Has  not  Monielcone's 
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fMher  been  sotue  tiin^  there?     He  may  hare 
reoonimeiulnl  one.'* 
I. f  Improbable,  my  lord.     Beudea,  the  Duquv 
U  now  u  ilie  Ila^e." 

■''Wlwra  it  w  potMJblv  he  may  rpmiiin,"  wii<l 
Stair,  llioughl fully,  but  astde.  "  We  thiuk  alike 
aboot  tluB  Knglishmcui.  I  find,"  (.'ontinitnl  Ix- 
aloud  i  "  but  1  would  ^tw,  now,  tlie  b(>«t  ^y 
ia  my  slsble  fop  Porlo  Canvro'*  inink." 

'■  V'ou  Ktull  have  hi«  valise,"  returned  ViUicw, 
"  it  you  n  ill  tend  me  lliat  (lame  grey." 

"  li  contains  liie  EnglUbmaw's  pajwr*,  «li  T 

Villiers  smiled,  and  nodded. 

"  And  ibat  EnglUhman  is ?" 

"  The  brokrn  banker !" 

"  Hen*  is  tbe  orilrr  for  his  ai>prehi^iL-<iini, 
wlirrovw  Iw  n«iy  Ik*  found,  aiwl  trhicli — Hlupid  a* 
I  am — I  had  for^ten."  euid  Stair,  hurriedly ; 
"  and  May,  here  i«  another  order  (hat  will  liel]) 
you  to  half  a  dozen  moiuqatlairet.  Tlte  grey  Ih 
at  your  aenice ;  and  take  what  money  you  liko." 

Villiers  pr«pat«tl  to  de[«rt. 
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"  I  utHiU  otu-rtako  tlicm  jTt,"  8um1  }k',  "  1>(>fbrc 
ihcy  rcacli  Cliarrrc*.   A  niostt  lucky  break-down !" 

"  Tltonttiill  is  but  a  ba<J  aubalilute  fur  you." 
sttiJ  Lord  Slair,  alluding  lo  b  military  attae/id  ; 
"  aiid  I  mil  niiiitnkrn  if  lict  would  not  like  lo 
hare  your  ))re»>ctit  tfX|wlilton  off  yoitr  hatx'l* ;  but 
it  is  youn  of  riglit.  Awny  with  you,  and  bring 
Uh!  box  bora  with  all  epeed." 

"  Aud  tlu'  Kiigti^bmaii  ?" 

"  Hang  liim,"  said  Stair :  "  bul  he  is  a  neces- 
sary incumbrance,— yes,  and  the  Englishman*." 

When  his  most  coiifidfiiliAl  serrplary  had  de- 
jtnrled.  Lord  8lair,  anended  by  Captuin  Thorn- 
hill  and  n  iioblt-ntiin  altachpd  to  lh«  embassy, 
sU)i>pcd  into  Ilia  coach,  and  was  driven  to  the 
party  for  which  ViUierit  had  found  liim  prepared. 
Little  did  the  soldier  enter  into  ibo  inuiguiiig 


*  A  twnk  ia  l«Bdm,  •Minecti>'l  *il])  muf  Bpnub  bPiun> 
■bout  Ihii  linw  bnike  tn  an  inici^ntc  tmiii  Om  of  llw  pwt* 
am,  ftn  Kn>,-1i>limaii,  ctCApcd  ta  Puti,  (ml  twills  follmnd  bj 
MOW  «f  llu  auffmn,  »a  orUr  n*  obtuucd  Ii>i  hU  uiwt. 
That  then  wtn  «thn  inducnncDli  lor  Ik*  tUf  takni  bjr  Vm4 
Slait  in  ihit  bunntniflie  Uttor;  oT  ths  pniod  Mffickntty  aHwH. 
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sitMt'oTttie  time;  for,  cl^vot«(l  to  ilip  ttenkr  inio 
whicb  }ip  h»(l  cwly  rntrrcd.  bis  dispoailtoii  tlie 
ImM  bUHinMii-Uko,  and  hit  lioart  utterly  lUtuUin- 
ing  the  circtiitouA  paths  he  aan  each  day  pursuMl, 
to  irriw  at  an  end  ivluch  he  itnagioed  mj^ht  b« 

[SO  much  sooner  reached  by  stniigbirorward 
policy,  he  but  looked  for  a  favourable  o|>eiung,  to 
tliank  hi»  jialroii  for  all  (lie  kindness  be  ha*]  mM 
nith,  an<l,  l>i<titiii^  HiUiii  to  diplomacy,  be  in- 
tended ooce  more  to  join  the  rankn  he  bad  lelX 
with  the  ki-encsi  regrii. 

A  Holdier.  of  brlune.  youii^  Tlionibill  hiid,  by 
an  act  of  diatinipibbed  ralour,  attracted  the  notim 
of  Lonl  Stair,  at  the  bloody,  but  indcclsiw,  battle 
of  Mal|>bu[tui.     Remmctd  to  hts  own  rr^ment 

rOhe  GreyH),  hi«  patron  mill  kept  him  uiuler  bin 
protecting  suneillance,  and,  seeing  many  good 
points  of  eliaradcr  in  the  blunt,  yet  luHwurable. 
young  man,  who  jKi'nM'd  to  pomo*  no  other  friend 
at  weight,  the  Earl  selected  hint  from  amonf:»t 
many  others  1o  join  the  i*ml»a»y,  when  he  found 
hintwcir  wx-mLil«d  ai  the  Court  of  Versuilleo- 
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Ttic  <|)iril  of  intrigue  was  mcrg«tic  in  tlie 
Earl's  breast,  if  such  a  term  may  be  applied  to 
what  requires  the  iiuutliotis  windings  oi'  ibe  de«p- 
ml  aitd  tnoul  subile  policy.  But  Stair,  wiib  »!) 
hifi  diplomatic  art,  was  highly  indcpi'^idi'iit,  aiid 
to  the  last  de^e  honourable  and  gallant.  Love 
of  country,  and  a  sense  of  duly  1o  his  Sovcrri^. 
ivnderm)  all  tlinl  could  be,  by  any  pos«l>ility, 
undertaken  toout-manocu^Te  a  wily  nunis>ler,  in 
his  cycx  not  only  just  but  imperative.  A  clear 
head  and  unshrinking  firmness  of  puqiose 
brought  to  bear  every  scheme  that  he  fostered  ; 
while  a  manner  and  ad<lre3!!  which  Ix^poke  the 
goodofliceaof  all  wliotn  he  believed  capable  of 
wning  him,  joinct!  lo  a  kindnes.*  of  heart,  and  an 
urbanity  that  made  him  beloved  by  his  adherenis, 
eminently  fitted  Lord  Stair  for  the  dutiox  with 
which  his  Sovenn^i  had  intrusted  him,  at  a 
time  of  infinite  difficully  and  uncertainty.  And 
theM  quttlittw  were  enliancctl  by  an  intimate 
acqiiaiiitarKC  with  the  manners  of  the  people 
amiilitt  whom  he  now  found  hiitm-lf,  a  fusrinaiion 
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Uiu  attached  to«v«ry  thin^  he  said  or  did,  and 
a  manty  lieauty,  vrliicli,  «t  ilw  Regent's  court,  was 
by  no  means  estimated  as  the  least  of  his  atlrac- 
tioiw.  Nor  was  Slitir  slow  to  avail  himself  of 
Uie  int«lU^Dce  )m  from  time  to  time  had  the 
talcBC  to  extract  from  the  poUlicul  intrignantea 
hn  attcnltonn  i^liiud  oivr  to  turn  *. 

In  his  hnuwiiold,  we  arv  lotd  that  th«  greatest 
magnitiwnoe  was  ewr  diiip]aj-e<l ;  his  splendid 
table  and  an  unboiiiKlcd  bonpitality,  ditttinguish- 
ing  the  Briti^li  l>i!yoii<)  other  foreip^  ministws, 

*  Bviajt  al  a  fMrty  »  Ktv  jvtn  prcnondj,  Lord  Slair  to- 
ga)[cd  iha  DucbMM  i»  Viilon,  Ihui  ia  Ibi  McflileiKV  of 
•Of  dt J,  ia  •  gooM  M  back|{»i»i>ouiitvhicti  hr  tiAd  Ihcluctto 
kw,  sod  4r»a  lliam  het  Use  sholo  nlMniij  of  the  t^ti'ndct't  pr«> 
IKtel  ioTuMa.  The  ncil  ncning  thrre  *■)  u  lan^  aMcm- 
hlj|cc  ot  the  rourt  okIc  il  liii  hold,  vhcn.  i>ny«l>-1)'  mcbItLik 
wamt  lattIIlKre«c,kel«niii>^i«iA«lBCtuiTgcaf  ilstly  of)i%h 
rank,  aiul  ii«Bt  ia  ditguia*  to  &  c*ft.  Her*  he  IIll^t  with  a 
Uicduiulil  tf  ClaniDnaU,  puMil  aith  htw  (oi  a  Jocotria.  an<I 
WtiUtiBlsfBUjrBf  the  Pntendvf'i  »cr«ti.  Uvthcn  went  In 
a  hMrl,  guiibd  by  what  ha  bcani,  dinmMvd  ili«  Che*iiliK  by 
hii  dntriftiw*,  aad  wa*  Min»  fhort  tinit,  xaa,  ia  hu  company. 

The  Docbtm  da  VtlUiB  iiioIb*  i«  eoalamptiiouii  tcm  t4 
the  Pntouk*,  ud  doubted  whttlier  anulhrT  (ilan  of  Ixiuu 
1  XIV.  aa«ld  not  prncal  liia  giving  tliw  dutlrcd  aupiion  — 
Aj,  (he  Mended  ro»toaliou  of  the  KiuR  of  SwcJcn, 


so 
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ITw  coriMinimalf  botiuty  of  his  eight  grey  hoi-«Of, 
which,  upon  dlate  occasions,  drew  a  qiininlly- 
ilwisrti  and  ricMy-omamonlcd  coach  of  cherry 
colmir  atitl  [mlc yellow;  hie  mimerotisatlrailanlfi;' 
his  pago.i.  and  hi*  wiilriiU'rn,  in  orange  and  wlrcr 
hvcrira.  gorj^ouslj  laced,  attraclMl  the  wondcriii£( 
ga«p  oTthe  PariMans,  who  saw  ihe  equipages  of 
tbp  moil  brilliant  court  in  Euroft-  rcliiwcd  by' 
<hoM<  of  t)K  tittand  Earl.  ' 

If  money  is  iinivcr<ial]y  ncccptod  a»  bdng  thc< 
chief  rIihiv  of  war,  woman,  especially  in  Prance, 
may  not  una)>1ly  be  Myled  that  of  polilical  in- 
trigue. At  llie  cotiM  of  Ver^iillcs,  d\iring  the' 
lajrt  century.  Ihi*  wa.*  notoriously  the  ciiw ;  nor, 
indeed,  may  the  fair  noblesse  of  any  cwintry, 
even  al  fbe  present  day.  be  exemptnl  from  the 
charge,  or  denied  ihe  credit,  if  this  term  pleatie 
ihrm  better,  of  a  ronliniied  desiire  lo  dive  den-pi 
into  the  myMcrieM,  or  weaw  into  a  more  compli- 
caletl  «'ob,  the  difficultin  and  ttiazy  nic^hes  of 
some  an  fully 'laid  plot.  At  Ihvi,  by  a  su<ld4-n  an<) 
unlnoked-for  knot  in  the  clue,  tlwi  thread  breatu 
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Bl  tt  uuA  un)>roijiiious  momeui;  awl  l)«liold  th* 
i'srious  n-ork  ull  run  out.  while  lite  uullior  of 
mkIi  fragile  texture  stancU  expovwl  lo  l)ie  de- 
riaioit  of  a  party,  which  luis  been,  from  tlu'  first, 
ut  uDileeiiird  stpcctator  of  tJte  whole  1 

But  not  aU-ayif  muy  tlio  fur  iMrigttante  be  »o 
lue)ile<>B  in  her  results ;  for,  nilb  kkilful  norkinen 
iw  u«Ut,  and  iuateiH<iU  ituit  ciiu  be  relii-Kl  on.  slie 
hu»  liccn  known  so  securely  to  establish  tlie 
power  tlius  strviiglhenctl,  ax  to  Khokt-  kingdoms 
to  liioir  foundation.  Leaving,  then.  Lord  Stair 
la  profit  by  the  good  odour  in  which  he  found 
luatself  at  ilie  Regent's  court,  ne  will  take  the 
liberty  of  slightly  loucliiiig  upon  tlw  principal 
I'estiure*  that  niiirkcd  thir  |*olicy  of  ilie  liiiiv 

Wc  Imvr  H)n>auly  c<sied  to  the  softer  ponlon  ot 
llw  buutan  race  llieir  dite  tiliare  of  honour  in  tiic 
political  drama ;  ttie  attention  niu"!  now  bv  callm) 
lo  tboee  splendid  abiliticti,  tlmi  widely-gratpiof; 
ambition,  which  ainipd  at  tho  niond  wibjugutiou 
of  all  ctvitinKl  Europe;— for  Russia  had,  a  century 
■go.  but  hidf  mtabliihed  her  elaini  to  be  ad- 
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mitted  of  sacli.  Nor,  wliiti*  «*<■  speculate  upon 
tite  povrrrful  state  of  RpuJn,  and  tliu  ]«sition  *\\d 
wn»  th^n  I'liinbltil  (o  aJLiiime  ainciigit  tlie  niitionit, 
by  lht>  talent  of  that  great  stateaioan  who  stood 
at  licr  hplm,  can  wc  but  admire  at  tho  abject 
condition  into  which  she  U  now  ))hin^d. 

Cardinal  Allioroni,  it  in  unnecetwary  to  n-mind 
the  historical  reoder,  was  the  then  minister  of 
Philip  V.  Tltf  relations  in  which  this  monarch 
stood  with  the  royal  family  of  France  had,  in  Im 
own  eyes,  jnstitied  him  in  the  detdre  of  uniting 
tile  two  kingdoms  under  one  crown  ;  nor  was  the 
»pirit  wanting  in  Alheroni  to  encourage  and 
•ecomi,  by  all  the  means  in  hi*  poner,  an  nnter- 
pnse  that  would  so  tmmenaety  aggrandize  him- 
»e1f.  and  establish  him  as  the  virtual  nder  of 
two  great  nations,  which,  by  tlie  influence  Spiain 
then  possessed,  niu»t  jircponilrntte  in  ever)*  scheme 
of  polity  over  the  whole  continent. 

Wc  are  now  speaking  of  the  )'«ar  1718,  at 
which  time  France  was  much  shaken  by  ptirty 
qiiril,  in  particular  throughout  the  province  of 


VJLIIKRA. 


«8 


flrillaoy,  wltcro  tho  Ki-gcnt  Orleans  wa*  hHd  iu 
^TMt  (UMstcem,  ami  ihe  mibvrreion  of  his  gon>rn- 
inent  nra  oompafised.  The  suspicion  or  poison 
tchich  ntuch^d  to  thp  circumstancM  atlendinf;  ihi- 
death*  or  Uie  Dauphin  and  Dftiiphincss  had,  in 
the  cftpilal,  long  ccaxcd  to  be  ontcrluincd  by  p^eu 
lite  stauncbeat  oppoiwnia  of  Orleans ;  aiu)  the 
RfTnbility  of  )us  manner,  and  kindness  ofhis  db- 
|KMtt>on  Umanlti  tlii'  imxiiiIi',  had  nMxlervd  hint 
mm  as  popular  as  he  was  formerly  th«  rnvrse, 
or.  inileed,  as  be  was  hate<l  by  many  uf  (lie  nobi- 
lity But  the  trildnns  of  Ids  youth  and  (he  de- 
liHuchrry  of  lit»  malurer  years,  so  ea^^rty  seixed 
by  h»  v-nrtnieH  as  an  excuse  for  mriling  him, 
iras  gireatly  nia^ified  in  tbo  prminces,  and, 
bnng  added  to  his  known  dijunclination  foi- 
'bannrM  of  state,  wliicb  In-  U-ft  to  the  discretion 
' -«f  a  profligate  minister,  it  was  adduced  as  an- 
other plea  for  totally  oterthroning  tlie  regi-nry. 
Alberoni  was  not  slow  to  avail  himself  of  tliis 
of  things  in  Fmnc«.  Pressed  by  OrWnB 
and  George  1  to  complete  the  qiiadrajJe  alliance 
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by  the  iiccr^on  of  Sptiiii,  tip  npverlheletts  tliniv 
<'\ery  sort  of  obstacle  will  dclnyin  its  path.  The 
a^iroil  Cardinal  was.  in  fhci,  playing  a  deep  and 
extensive  game;  for,  while  «  negotiation,  even 
with  Turkey,  was  in  progres*,  mi  army  was  sent 
to  Sicily,  and  a  large  fleet,  narrowly  wulclied  b)- 
(he  English,  kepi  reiidy  to  sail  from  C'mlix,  cither 
<oa»ist  in  e»tahlisliing  (he  Spanirth  poner  in  tlte 
above-Danu-d  ii^hmd,  or  to  Htond  tlie  ^iews  of  ttte 
Pretender  upon  the  throne  of  KngUnd.  The 
Emperor  of  Germany  also  confesMHl  tlic  ni-igiii 
of  Sptmi^h  influence;  and  while  Europe  was  tliu» 
kept  in  daily  a|)preliension  of  wur,  the  Cardinal 
refu'ied  to  afford  a  saliofiLctory  re]>ly  upon  ttie 
great  question,  <ind  tlrevived  tlie  British  Admiral 
with  nasitT  aii:<wers  till  ho  should  be  ablv  to 
bring  all  Iuk  H'licnieN  to  bear  at  onoc. 

Whihi  I)k  tV-ti-nd^^r  was  urged  to  make  aiio> 
ther  Bttenifit  upon  the  English  ahones,  the  wily 
minislpr  prepared  to  enibarraM  the  Regent,  and 
panily»e  his  power  by  exciting  an  inounrection  in 
Fnui«>,  an  enterprise  in  which  iIhtc  were  but  loo 
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maajr  r^ady  lo  join  him  Amon^t  Kin  rri«nd)) 
WMV  tlw  Cardinal  dc  Polignac,  i!ie  Prraidirot 
Maletieu,  the  Duclie«a>-  <lti  Mainr,  and  many 
oUirrs.  The  husbatui  of  ihiH  liuly  had  b<<(rn  di<- 
gnulet)  from  the  rank  ol  prince  hy  th?  Regnit, 
tml  tnttrcorauaty  lr<*alc>d  in  oilirr  ways  uptMt  (he 
dmilh  of  haui*  XIV..  in  order  to  cruxh  his  pre- 
tmatons  lo  the  rrgniry,  which,  fWxii  llw  ambi- 
|[w>ii«  Irnor  of  tlie  Kinf['s  will,  lie  conecivrd  htm- 
wlf,  allhough  illcgitimati-  by  biiih,  oijually  juBli- 
AmI  in  aKnling  with  Orlrano.  The  I>uk«  and 
Dnrhcn  of  Mainp  deeply  «*CBied  the  insult, 
but  niperially  (Im>  Utter,  who.  with  the  blood  of 
Cond^  ID  her  \viDs,  willingly  lent  henelf  lo  the 
Cardinal's  plans. 

A  woman  of  l>rr  influenre  was  looked  upon  as 
tb«  most  mltiablc  of  adherenta ;  but  the  political 
power  tthc  po«M«9ml,  as  well  as  hrr  talent  for 
intrigue,  w^-re  pTohably  much  oi-w-rattd  by  Iwr 
p«rty. 

WpII  tiitl  Alberoni  know  that  moawires  were 
takinfT  to  annihilate  him  ;  ainl  spn*lbly  aliw  wat 
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liR  aim  to  tho  kuonlocl^  thai  l^pain's  miglitiest 
••rt'orls  were  iusuflicient  to  n^sl  llip  three  most 
powrrrul  nations  of  Europe  combined  agaiii.><t 
Im*!-.  Up  bo^n,  then,  with  OrWns,  thinking 
llint  if  he  €ouM  imtm-o  him,  the  forceA  of  Prance 
would  hr  at  his  (li»po«iil,  or  M  Irtut  tlipy  would 
lint  be  iiiiployed  again«t  S]>aiii ;  iind  (jt-orp-. 
deprived  of  w  powerful  an  ally,  would  l>e  obligrtl 
to  nioderala  his  noal  in  the  emperor's  interests. 

The  plot  was  so  vi(A\  contrived  that  siiccesa 
KWnieJ  iufullible.  The  malcontents  of  France 
had  reeoursG  to  the  Spanish  court ;  and  thr 
Pnnoe  of  Cellumare,  the  Spanish  nm)>a^»ador  at 
Ver*aille«,  wax  ordi'n'il  lo  treat  with  them. 
"  Bishops,  prieHtA,  monks,  nobles,  ofllt-erH,  an<l 
goveraon,"  Miys  Tindall,  "were  ready  for  the 
undertaking,  and  niimlHTcd  amon^i  ilie  con- 
spirators." 

The  projcM  was  to  seize  the  Itegenl  at  some 
(ttrly  of  pleoMire,  which  lie  fretjuently  made 
about  Pans  with  bia  miMre»ae».  The  youni; 
King's  pereon.  aluo,  was  to  be  i«ured,  and  proper 
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ortWn  issiiml  for  the  asaerably  of  pariiiunenta  Tor 
fletUmg  tW  i^;ovcrniiivnt 

Afliiin  wcTc  m  this  stato,  >h«  mines  ready  \o 
spring,  iind  t)i«  tniin  thus  well  and  artrully 
ImiI,  b1  iIu-  ronimrncf^icnl  of  oiir  hintory.  Thr 
ConUnaJ  hofml  to  see  Pra»ce  ilw  thmlre  of  a 
vasi  aiul  ^nrnil  (^Mlfla|e:ration  ;  but  the  ew  of  a 
lynx  Mas  upon  all  hi*  ntoivm^ta,  The  British 
minister,  wvlt  scnwl  by  his  (wh  adherent*,  anti 
ahly  Kiip[ioM<'d  by  the  Krench  goieminent,  re- 
wi»»tl  irarly  information  wT  cwrj-  intrigue ;  and 
bi«  pFCnliar  taletii  Tor  diacot-ering  plots  and  com- 
paring cirrumsiaitces  led  him  to  inqiiincs  more 
miinite,  and  decisions  more  prompt,  than  n<cn 
the  governnkcnt  of  Ihitt  country  in  vihicli  be  was 
a  atranger.  Tlie  Regent  had  been  early  put  on 
his  giiard  through  the  means  of  Lord  Stair; 
but  mkIi  nan  liis  tiupinencw.  tlinl  on  one  par- 
lieufair  occasion  letter*  of  the  greatest  import- 
«nw,  and  which  he  knew  contained  the  parti- 
culars of  a  co<»ptn»cy,  are  «rid  to  have  reinajnetl 
unopened  a  whole  night  al  the  in^Wnee  of  «»«* 
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companion  in  excess,  who  feared  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  hour  woulil  be  thereby  lost.  Idle 
as  this  tale  might  be,  there  was  surely  but  too 
great  reason  to  belie™  the  Regent  capable  of 
such  conduct;  nor  were  there  wanting  those  who, 
professing  to  be  intimate  with  the  manner  of  his 
private  life,  were  alert  to  publish  every  trans- 
action that  occurred,  with  embellishnients  suited 
to  give  piquancy  to  the  tale. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


J*- 
It  uat.  <tt'a  atlic  joa,  tir,  tnil  riflo  jou. 
Sftnf.   Sit,  m  ua  MdoMj  Umm  u«  th*  nlhin*  (h*l  «ll 
tnnlkn  do  Itt  m  Mucfa- 


T(iB  lr»Tell«n  wtio  had  excil«tl  die  ctirioetity 
awl  suFpidons  of  VilUera,  and  who  were  now 
the  unconxciois  objects  of  his  purttiit,  had  pro- 
vided tbemiwl^'n  with  a  less  fragile  voiturv; 
•uid,  itrging  the  postillion  to  a  quicker  pac«, 
speedily  cQinponnl  ttu-niM-ltTx  into  that  con- 
ipnlMl  slumber  which  the  happy  triumph  oi-rr 
ftOiiM-  pval  obstacle  usually  producoM.  The 
riorm  liad  |iia»-«rd  ofT,  and  the  sky  wore  a  loss 
gloofny  appraranpe,  whilr  cprtain  utmLk*  of  grey 
and  crirnxoa  tn  the  east  bc»poke  ihe  approach- 
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ing  (luwn,  a-H  the  clomr«tic  who  roclc  brliintl 
checked  his  hor»e,  lo  listen  to  a  sudden  fnini[> 
ofcaralrj',  which  the  eight  of  some  dark  objects 
in  the  rmr  assured  him   wiu  not  iht^  cn-nlion 

Gallo|nng  fonrarcl,  he  bade  the  jKMtillioti,  in 
the  best  French  he  was  luaaler  of,  t«  acwifriiir 
his  speed,  hoping  to  remh  Chartrea  bofun*  tliey 
could  bo  oiortaken ;  for  the  heavy  state  of  ihi* 
roatU  had  necessarily  pnTcntml  ihMii  from  gel- 
ling even  as  far  as  that  town,  though  its  build- 
ing* now  begun  lo  show  Ihcir  dim  outhncs  about 
a  niile  in  front.  Uncertain  of  iht*  nature  of  the 
strangers,  their  purpose,  or  honi^ly,  the  faithful 
servant  truly  acted  with  discn-lion  in  thin  ad- 
tamw  ;  hut  as  lie  cast  fret^wiil  glanreA  behiiwl, 
llie  distance  hetvxvn  the  parties  became  fearfully 
l«w.  and  the  forms  of  iIk-  horsemen  more  dis- 
tinct ;  while  the  report  of  a  pistol  and  the  whijd- 
ling  of  ilB  ball,  pur]iow)y  fired  o\er  head,  sounded 
aniidiy  new  the  frightened  |M)stillion.  At  the 
same  time   was  heard  a   !tho<i(   of  "  Au  mnn 
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pjtoi,  arritOK  c«i« .'"  from  tli«  moutii  of  tbi* 
CommisBary  of  Police ;  and  a  doieii  ruousqiie- 
roite  quickly  up  to  the  ndes  of  U>e  t-ur- 
nt^.  Tlie  hordes'  hi-atb  were  !*eued,  xud  h 
<riirHbiiU!  piVMntrd  at  the  drinT.  'llie  sudden 
olop  aroused  (be  traiellerH  from  iticir  sleep,  aiid 
to  the  ooi)BciousiK&9  of  their  being,  as  (hey  bv- 
liefnl,  surrouud«d  by  banditti.  Nor.  lo  men  iit 
■heir  utuaiiou.  was  tlie  shout  repeated  of  "  Av 
non  du  /Cot  et  4u  lietjmir  vrry  ronsoUitory, 
MDcr,  tnnomu  of  a  state  crime,  as  each  roigbt 
be,  he  full  well  knew  tlutt  a  lod^rnt  in  ha 
Force  or  the  B4ulil«  wa«  the  iiHual  MKjiiel  to  h 
1  guvemmeat  arrenL 

VUlirra  pushed  aside  the  mousquetairc*,  ami 
bowing  lo  the  Spaniards,  requested  them  to 
descend,  in  a  tone  tliat  miiiufi.tftMl  no  expt-cta- 
lion  of  a  refuW.  They  complied  hIowIv  aod 
sullenly,  bcndine  stem  looks  upon  the  spi^ker. 
lin  which  an\i«ty  min^lnl  with  resentment. 

"'Scnores    Porto   Carrero  and  Monteleone," 
.•aid  ViUicrs,  affecting  to  read  an  officJal-lookiD^ 
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,  docunieDt  i   "  your  papere  of  vKrj-  sort  are  rr- 
quiicd." 

Thvy  (lrmurri;d.  with  i-iuiwu  incoltcrmt  n- 
clamalioiu;  unci,  folding  iheir  clotUu  around 
iheni,  retiml  a  pace  or  two.  with  beads  ibronn 
back  in  all  tlw  ofTcndcd  pride  of  S])uniurds 

"  Att  Item  du  Jiai  el  dti  Hetjrntf  crinl  ibp 
ComnuMarj-,  noil  tindi^r^ilandiiig  a  word  tJiat  had 
ibwu  »ai(i ;  for  Villiere  bad  9|)ok«a  in  (be  Spa- 
nnh  lunguagi?. 

'*  Monaiertr  le  Commistaiie,  let  yoar  men  do 
their  duty."  Mid  VilUers.  "  Arrvnt  them:  grii' 
liftmen,  but  respoct  llu-ir  pprsotift.  Tbere  should 
be  auoihrr  in  llic  lohurc.  or  I  am  mistaken — 
Sir  JoflC]]h  I^IodgM,"  (.-ontinunl  he,  looking  in, 
and  seeing  the  iinnKiveable  forin  of  the  ibir<l 
tTiXTJlcr  reposing,  as  it  wenied,  through  all  ibe 
din,  "  Sir  Joseph  Hodges,  a  subjcd  of  the 
King  of  England,"  cried  Villicrt  agitin,  thotigfa 
llic  form  mtned  iM>t,  "you  are  iny  jtrisoner!" 
_  ''  Who  arc  )'ou,  and  by  what  autliorily  flo  you 
venture  to  arrest  lue  on  French  ground?"  lU-- 
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tmndptl   th»   gruff    EnglisbmBO,    but    without    • 
mming. 

■  An  Item  tin  Rai  '•t  du  lUgmt  T  one*  morr 
•xclainied  lh«  C'omniutxary. 

"  MvMnmir  k  C«mmutair«,  let  your  men  do 
iheir  duly:  mpeci  his  perMD,  but  pull  liim  out 
of  tb«>  owch,"  mid  Villiprx,  coolly. 

An  ftiTn  «i(l  a  log  wrre  pui  in  innnediaie  po»- 
of  the  tvquisite  number  of  dismountwl 
■  mousquetairea. 

"  Mafai,  amnttf  ctt  Anglait  fat  Imtrd  T'  cx- 
cliuntptl  one,  as  hf  droppMl  hi!>  pjirtkular  qunrtn- 
of  the  Ntniggling  burdrti  on  ihR  turf. 

"  t^tU  Mit  du  gnt  tmu/r'  said  a  serond, 
rvtraan^  anolhi-r  nH'mber 

JVtfUS  ffl  tmlii  bi«i  quiUtrt  f"  gninlrd  ihe 
Tvmitinder.  as  they  thivw  him  on  th<:  ground. 
Bui  this  forcible  rdiiction  wns  not  (o  bp  arhic\rd 
wtthoui  Kttnr  rmiltx.  for,  nuing  indignantly,  lh<> 
uoiit  and  burly  j'muig  Kngluhman  began  to  lay 
about  Iniii  m>  vigorously,  that  two  of  bis  lata 
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assistiints  were  quickly  nprawling  on  iliv  tsutli; 
and  iM-fore  VillitTH  couUl  inU-rferc,  tin*  siibre  of  » 
third  had  disabled  one  of  the  amirt,  thai  were 
Htrin([in^  likr  thon-  of  a  nindniill,  to  ibe  dotri- 
inpnt  of  lh«  uiiwienliiie  Frfnchmcn. 

'*  1  bave  to  thank  you  for  this,"  aaid  the 
wound«t  man,  looking  furiously  at  ViUicre,  a» 
he.  allowed  binisell'  lo  be  secured. 

•■  I  am  wry  sorry,"  returned  he;  "but  it  i* 
your  own  fault,  you  niiixl.  ullmv,  Sir  Joseph." 

•■  Sir  JoaiTpli !  1  winh  Sir  Joseph  hiid  been  at 
the  devil,  before  I  n'eut  on  his  fool's  errand," 
exclaimed  (lie  other,  bitterly. 

"  Then  it  is  a  mistake,"  said  Viltivr*. 

"  Yes,  a  diininable  mistake  for  nve.  wiUi  this 
cut  in  my  right  umi :  I  shall  not  be  able  lowrite 
for  II  mouth." 

"  Or  longer,  probably ;  but  you  confess  you 
are  working  for  Sir  Joseph :  and  may  1  usk 
who  yo)i  are  V 

"Who? — why   1   oni   bonntl    John  Gibbons, 
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for  warn  of  a  bMWr  uani(>— »t(orn«y  at  Inw — 
■Dtl  SO  fortii." 

"  Not  no  liotU'Nl,  cilhrr,"  eaid  VillierB ;  "  nince 
you  are  aasntm^  a  )»ankni|)t  lo  ili'fratiil  liis  crr- 
tlftare.  GfntleRi«>n,  look  (o  hia  wound,  aiuj 
■pawh  i!h>  voiiurr  " 

The  mousqudaircH  divutr<l  two  threw  parUVH, 
ransacki-d  the  coach,  atid  f^anled  their  «pt<pni) 
prisoiieri'. 

■■  SeBor  Porlo  Cnrrero.  I  lU-tiuind  the  valisr 
you  hold  Ihen^,  wi^pped  in  your  cloak;"  ^id 
Villivni,  having  in  vain  sciirchcd  for  il  in  the 
carriage. 

The  cavalier  tuad«  no  ivply 

"  Your  mlisr,  or  the  BaMilc !"  &aid  Villiera, 
firmly. 

•'  My  life  before  either  \"  exclaimed  the  fiory 
Spaniard,  rolling  liu  cloak  rotiitd  liis  U'fl  ami. 
and  dfawing  a  dagger  as  he  leaped  aside  Troni 
lb»  aUeudaiil  mouMqucluirrs. 

"  Afonheir  U  Comrntstmre,  lot  your  men  do 
their  duly,  and  secure  the  prisoners." 
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k  Porto  Carrrro*  vta*  in.tt]iiitly  seuei)  aud  dU- 
iu'tiicJ.  whilv  Villicrit  took  poa6c§uon  of  thai 
winch  Im  HOugliL  Moiitot«ouB  also  iindpn^i'til 
a  Muirch.  I*a|)er9  of  twry  aorl  slrcwwl  th# 
^Knind,  some  of  whu:))  tliv  Knjr"-'*''  ^^iirmry 
looki%l  at  with  un  air  of  im|iortaii(y.  but  retaiiic-il 
uoiic;  und,  <-omiiuiiulii)^  tlie  niouM)ueUiirra  to 
ru]iark  and  rpatore  the  various  urticl^s  of  baegairB 
to  their  former  plicco,  he  rt-lciisnl  (he  SpuniHrdi^ 

"  Gtiurd  liiow>  gviilleni^n  to  their  coatcfa."  raid 
Iw,  when  all  waa  ready.  "  S«{iore!i,  I  wiftli  you 
a  pleasant  joiiruey  to  the  frontier  EnavaHt.pos- 
iilhn !   Mr.  Gibbous,  Im>  good  onou^h  to  mount." 

■'  My  baggage !"  ithoulcd  ilie  uttoroey  at  l»w. 
uthe  lumbering  vehicle  joltM]  un  '-  My  liaf;- 
gi'K*. — my  wound, — my  baggage!" 

•'  Vnu  iuu»t  ilo  without  it — mount,  air,  Gen- 
tlemen, assist  liim." 

"  Ea  avant,  meisieurM r  criixl  thet'wnmiiwury; 

'  *Thi<  WM  Ihi!  ion  ol  Iha  atrbtaloil  C*r<liii>l  i  hit  Gompaniuii, 
ffn  of  tlw  l>iiL«  u(  HontBluuDF,  Npuiiih  amtMBMdot  to  Un 
Muit  of  Si,  Jtnio'ii  tiul  who,  ■libit  tiai«,  had  gunvuvililullic 
HaguB. 
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and  wtilt  )hf  diitiihW  Gihtioiu  strappeil  behind  h 

niouiiqueliurp,  and  swearing  Rlran^c  oallis.  ull, 
Mwoms  incofnpn>lini«iMc  to  ih«  muliitiidc.  i)u- 
pony  AM  off  for  Pariii  u  a.  rouud  Irw. 

Thr  lieart  of  Villim  tus  before  bmu  <{efirribe<l 
MS  ■  hard  mu*,  and  it  may  be  inw^nptl  what 
dt'gnw  Oif  Hyinivtrlijr  wa»  oxcitn)  in  liix  bvHOm  by 
the  iorlorti  ^ab>  of  th«  wouikIH  man.  Far  from 
raUxioft  hi»  ti]ic«li  Iw  urged  oa  tlic  moiuque- 
tain-^  after  hnitine  an  hotir  at  iho  ftnu  aubCTKP. 
aud  i-iUHT  turnni  a  ilt-af  ear  to  bis  cmmplaiiitji, 
or  laughed  at  threats  aiKl  reviling  nhieb  he 
regarded  as  equally  vain  nnd  rontrinplible  In 
ilue  linie  llwy  arrived  al  llwi  Barriere  d<?  Piisiiy  ; 
ilie  officer  of  the  guard  bowed  to  the  sign  uuttnml 
of  the  French  roiniiiter.and  tlw  Ihtle  troop  entered 
Ptuis,  where,  giving  pcuiicular  directions  for  the 
aei'XMiuuodaiidn  and  mrtirity  of  bio  ]>ri«muT,  Mr. 
VtUien  tool,  ivilli  him  a  single  file,  lo  who*e  horso 
«■»  «tliich(^^l  iIh-  inyslertoa*  and  jealously- waicliri  I 
valine,  and  utruck  off  in  Bnotber  dirKtion  IovtskI* 
the  hotel  of  the  British  Ambiiandor. 


38 


VILIJERli. 


Wf  have  infiispd  but  little  perspiuuiiy  into  itif 
<<tyl«  of  oiir  nairati^*?,  it'  it  has  not  been  niaile 
flwir  thai  ihc  iipiirohcncioiioran  insolvent  banker 
Has,  in  the  pj-cn  of  Lonl  Stair,  a  matt<>r  of  K't.-ond- 
ary  consideraiion  when  he  ilespaipheil  Mr,  Villii-w 
iipoD  the  errand  just  related. 

"The  objpL-t  of  my  pursuit,"  »«d  the  lattpr. 
whfii  hi-  was  closctwi  with  his  jiiilron, — 

"Ha.*  outwillt'd  you!"  interrupted  Stair; 
"  having  I'eraained  in  Paris  while  you  vms  ridin|! 
aRvT  him ;  but.  ne^'er  mind,  you  have.  I  tfv,  got 
ihiit  wlijch  /am  in  pursuit  of!" 

"  You  have  it,  my  lord,"  »aid  Villierii.  "  in 
tiatu  quo,  at  least,  as  far  as  regards  me;  and, 
if  ihe  Spaniard  spoke  truth,  worth  an  hundred 
thousand  piatoles." 

■'Send  for  Thornhill,"  said  Stair.  ""•■  murt 
have  witnetcM'j'  of  what  il  eontaiti^  :  there  shall  be 
honMy  in  our  dftalingH — all  fair  and  above 
board. — Nay,  what  do  you  smile  at  f  In  the 
ntcan  time.  For  this  MTvice  I  am  your  debtor, 
nhaleier  ninv  be  the  result.'' 
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"  Mtniion  it  iwt,  my  tfesr  lord,  the  tUfnir  ha« 
l}«ett  one  of  pleasure  to  nw.  I  would,  honever, 
that  ii  luul  jiiisM-d  oS'  niihout  blooddhed." 

He  tlHit  nrlstttl  i1h>  adventum  nith  the  fatw 
l)wik«T,  at  wlurh  Stair  expn<wHsJ  much  itorroH*, 
«ud  ordcrc<l  rwry  mtrntion  to  be  paid  biin  till  Ik 
could  inquire  in  )m>w  far  ibe  Attorney  had  l>ceii 
rulpable 

No  banking  documents  filled  the  ralitr,  vA\ 
luight  Lord  Stair  divinu, — no  jewels,  or  othrr 
Inaaurv ;  but  l«lter>  of  the  gn-ati^xL  jioMible  im- 
portAuoe  to  the  Regent  and  to  the  peace  of  the 
kingdoai.  TIkt  iippcrmo<il  papers  were  of  minor 
connequence ;  but  as  the  curious  liand  of  VilluTx 
dived  into  Uie  lower  oompartmeni,  and  brought 
out,  one  by  one,  wtoIU  and  folded  sheets,  some 
duly  waled,  otlivr^  but  linl  with  silkon  Hirings, 
ibe  eleareal  marks  of  a  deep-laid  conspiracy 
brcaniie  manifest  Tliesc  wvrc  in  11m-  writing  of 
Ccllamare  and  lun  confidential  adherents,  and 
•upencribed  to  the  Cardinal  Minister  of  Bpain 
Am  Lord  Slair  glanced  quickly  over,  and  placed 
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them  on  a  table,  the  BacrednesB  of  which  ewi  hU 
mcwt  fnvoitrcd  swriMary  nwer  ini-Atinl,  hi»  <rouii-l 
tfnanw  cxhiliitod  ihe  marks  of  solid  salisrariion, 
!w  thnt  of  one  well  plea»ed  to  arriw,  lieyond  his 
utmost  hoimt,  at  tlie  perfect  elucidaiion  nf  » 
highly  hittresting  myslery. 

Burning  writli  curiosity,  doomed,  however,  to 
lie-  iinaaii^niHl,  Villicrti  snw  ihe  importam  otijects 
of  his  late  travel  set  ai<i(le  from  lh«  proraiionn»  nl* 
his  tmieh,  while  ThonihiU  stoo*!  by.  iiwliffereni 
a«  (o  what  might  be  their  consequenw.  with  the 
air  oT  one  who  jjerformed  a  necessarj-,  but  irk- 
some, duty, 

"These."  said  ihe  Earl,  aa  he  put  apart,  after 
«a  refill  ly  e!ca  mini  tig  four  or  fwv  docunieirts,  "  Hre 
for  another  eye  ihaii  iiiine  ;  lite  rcttt  of  lhi!<  iraxh 
may  be  retiinuHl  into  ihe  talise;  and,Thonihill, 
do  you  pul  my  pri^-ate  seal  tipon  it." 

Tlie  Captain  obeyed. 

"  You  will  now  betake  yoiirwlf  io  the  Palajii' 
Koyal,"  conlinued  Stair,  '•  and  say  that  I  demand 
an  immediati-  audience  of  the  Regent      Vou  will 
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}Oun>fir  wee  tlw  ClMnalir-r  da  Sauictot,  and  m- 
prextt  u|w»  bim  the  aeceatuly  vT  tny  not  beijig 
dallied  vi'ab" 

I'lio  Earl  atul  bu>  Snrn44ir\-  wrrc  a^a  aJoiu;, 
"  Nan-,  Villiere,  bow  can  I  KuQktniily  «c- 
kixmlrdgc-  my  ol>ligaiioa  to  you  for  aoquittiiig 
youtyeirM  uoll?  Voii  dcfKiTted  wiUiout  taking 
ca«li  for  your  i^xpriiM'H.  'I'hiK  p»p<.-r  is  nulliing," 
cunlinued  SuJr,  as  tie  jiui  into  hia  liand  an  grdnr 
Cor  tno  iitoii»iind  crowiu,  which  n-a*  paid  out  of 
the  Kcret-wnice  luoney,  and  lost  at  atid'iH  a 
je».  in  xhe  course  or  a  Ten-  hours, — "  this  goes  for 
nuUiing.  |  hope  to  git-c  you,  onr  day.  Diorv 
Kiiid  proofs  of  my  latitude." 
-An  Mr.  Villien  was  one  of  ttie  last  men  lo 
ifjed  a  pmcnt,  coming  lu  any  shape  tliai  he 
beliered  it  compatible  with  his  hcHwur  to  accept. 
Ih-  bad,  ID  the  present  instance,  but  fmv  Bcnip]et> 
to  conibal  niih.  Nnvr,  indntl,  did  llwro  Miiri 
a  human  heing  who.  in  nrtunton  parlance,  less 
nnder^tlood  (he  value  of  tnoney  ;  and  aa  t)ie  wnnl 
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of  this  knowledge  produced  a  constant  vacuum 
in  his  purse,  he  was  fain  to  fill  it  by  whatever 
Itonourable  means  might  present  themselves  to 
hie  view. 
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tU  ^tik  mMlc  a  tntkh  »iih  iveh  ■  wrangttr, 

ThMiiU  111*  court*  of  Fund  will  be  duturbcil 
WUli  chaMC    W4  iittdfniud  him  nil ; 
Aad  ix  tmou  o'n  «•  with  oui  wiUmI  daj^, 
Xtil  tMuuiin^  what  iM  *«  malu  of  thvm. 

SiiiKiPxum. 


To  lite  Rr;p.-ut,  Diikv  of  Orli^ii*.  niiiy  liardiy  be 

•tpplird  so  strong  a  tL-rm  iu  liiui  of  iiiaptilti^-  for 

■tatr  aflkirs  :  lite  {farUcular  fuiliiig  thai  kiu-Ii  an 

lacCTWalion  might  imply  were  rather  a  <ltslilir.  an 

I  abborrenoe.  of  any  occupation  but  itiat  of  plea- 

I  tore, — of  all,  in  faicl.  which  should  tlcpriw  him 

kibr  an  instant  of  the  belowd  society  of  his  niiit- 

tTv««9,  or  of  his  roti^*-     Wi-  an*  lolil,  imUvcl, 

ihftt  br  hwl  {^-iit  ^rmlit  with  foreign  ministm 

for  the  Kagacity  anil   aili]re»  Ik  dispUyc)   in 

politic*,  his  fx()uudte  di^ciTunient,  lus  facility  of 
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treating,  turning,  tind  disposing  of  an  afl'air,  hi« 
latent  for  baxiitait,  hi*>  cWnics*  of  exjtotiilian,  Uie 
iicuIencRS  of  his  queslionfl.  with  the  ease  and 
shrewdnewi  of  hii  rei)lies.  Affable  and  com-i 
plaisant,  he  Uiitened  with  an  air  of  benevolence 
which  charmi-d  cwn  ihow-  lio  wa*  oblignl  ro 
rcfutw  a  boon  :  nnd  whni,  at  length,  tlie  titUmti 
of  i)rolixity  could  no  Iwliijcr  be  borne,  hia  eye 
Iwuned  wiUi  good  htimour,  and  its  picrcinf; 
gliuice.  whicti  said  "  enough,"  was  son^ttml  by  an 
expression  that  lold  the  offniclcr  he  was  iioi 
irrfmiMible.  It  may  be  imu^ned  with  what 
secret  impatience  he  underwent  aueh  martyrdom 
'llw  uiilmppincss  wliich  his  syslrni  caiiHcd  to 
France,  his  reiuctance  lo  look  <li'eply  into  affaira. 
hi»  riMonary  schemes,  and  the  precarious  oituu- 
tiou  Id  which  tio  stood,  with  an  unprliK-ipled. 
aelfish,  and  lempon»ing  man  at  his  right  hand*. 

■  The  Abbi.  iift*nrant)  CmiUdilI.  Diibuiii'     It  would  appear 
thil  ha  waa  niuiva  naa  of  intrigue  than  buniiupwi,  nrarif  10" 
Ihi  DKwt  iiiijiuilaDt  aflain  of  office  having;  fallvn  InM  amar 
.)uiui('  hit  ailiaiairtnlioD.    tur<n);n  miniatiti  ci>niii1iun«l  Ihal 
thiy  could  only  tan*  an  opporlunilgt  at  apcaking  to  hin  hy 
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mny  b«  said  to  haw  mainly  assiMed  ro  love)  lliat 
fouiMlation  to  \he  rovolulion,  commrnocd  long 
bdbrv  by  xhoec  siiibborD  nature*  wliirh  tlw  op- 
prcNaon  of  hrr  prinivs  aiul  mintottTts  but  parti- 
milarly  of  Mazuriii.  luul  rouBe<l  The  |>en  had 
hevn  at  work  Tof  half  a  n>nltirj',  or  I'urihrr  hiu-k; 
and.  ttuMigh  tlic  hour  wua  tu  yet  unript',  llip 
nmrd,  u  «ueh  a  wason  a  more  rontpmptible 
nrapoD.  hod  dready  IvopeU  from  ila  scabbwd 
M  th*  chII  of  MHlilJon.  Pari*  had  bwu  inor* 
ihwi  oner  the  wvne  of  bloodshed;  but  the  strong 
arm  and  warlike  character  of  the  fourteenth 
I.joub  iiuececdnl  in  turning  the  tide  of  fire  and 
devaMation  into  a  more  distant  vhuniiel.  It  was 
Jwlinid.  nerartbelefla,  to  flow  again  into  the 
h«art  or  Franop.  T\w  infant  flame  was  but 
stifled  for  a  time;  it  still  smouldered  in  secret; 
ready  lo  buret  fortli  anew,  and  waited  but  the 


Mnllb.  Oiwtwiiil  wilh  BOtnapoDiWBce,  br  anv  thivm 
lata  llw  fin  ■  caotidtnUa  qnuHilj  of  Wttcn  •><)  ile«p»*eliiii, 
ihawkbof  «bidb  fan)  utttj  been  InukcD,  jajfuU]' eKcIainmiic. 
'  Mr  tnAl  ox  t^mra^f 
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forraing  of  aucb  niaater-s^rit«  an  Voluiire  and 
Itousseau  to  ligln  an  pnfc«bled  monarcJiy  to  il« 
doom. 

The  popularity  of  Orlcuiu  balanced  his  nibu 
^-erniDpnt,  and  prrx-cntcd  iiny  oiitburel  of  r 
ir]»ib)icaii  nature.  Many  of  his  ineasures.  well 
plnntiod  find  Ijcnrficently  intended,  mii^hl  with 
siifily  \in\ti  bw-ii  applied  to  almotit  any  other 
rountrv  than  the  one  he  ruled;  but  his  projoeld 
weretoo  sweeping,  and  Then*  wa^nniorbidexdte- 
mrnt  or  prMlisposition  lo  disease  in  the  popular 
body  of  France,  that  irndcred  anv  liberal  iniw>- 
Miire  4langerou»  in  the  extr^inr,  and  to  be  under- 
lalten  but  with  the  gretili-st  caution. 

With  this  prince  it  wax  not  potwible  that  sueh 
a  nobleman  as  Siair  should  be  other  than  a 
favonnlr.  Thr  nixy  wit  and  ^^nu-eful  pleasantry 
of  the  Vjkc),  the  inftinnaiing  adilreN*  ofhiit  mnnnrr, 
and  the  facility  of  a  dispoMtiou  that  could,  wilb- 
out  compromising  a  little  of  dignity,  bend  itself 
to  tlic  foiblnt  of  the  Regent,  enablnl  him  to 
walk    straight    lo   the     fountain-bnici    of  noun 
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KttMir,  ralhrr  ihan  wind  by  tortuous  inths  lo 
iiA  oourte 

Luti^iid  itnd  nonrlcsH,  witli  a  brain  eiill 
wrung  b)'  the  lasl  night's  exrrss,  and  a  couit' 
iritBDiv  th«  true  index  of  liis  wild  and  disitolulc 
lilr,  Orlenns,  altended  hy  a  numerouH  suite.  waH 
l^»e  tliroufrh  the  form  of  listening  to  vartouH 
nninirrMling  detiiiU  uml  rfqiH-tUB,  when  iho  Bri- 
iHih  Ambassador  arritTd  at  the  PjUai-i  Hoyul. 
Ii  ii'iut  late,  and  snTful  importunutps  hiu)  bwn 
aliViMly  (lismiiRsrd  nnsalisfi<>d,  yel,  GiraQge  uno- 
roaly,  imA  displfaswi.  A  set  of  g^otlcinien  al- 
taebed  to  tbe  j'oung  King's  r«tabli«hnirnt  had 
patiently  awaited  iheir  turn,  and  «r«re  novr  by 
tbnr  Icsdrr  or  deputy  urging  imhih'  propoeltkm 
which  OrleaJiH  avoided.  .■Vnnojwl  «  tbi-  pvrm-- 
verance  with  which  ihr  drptity  insisted  on  tin; 
King's  rigbl  to  veruin  privileges  that  were  luM 
iirronlrd,  the  Kfgenl  turni'd  delightedly  away 
a»  the  Diir  tie  Saint  Simon  led  up  Lord  Stair. 
Glad  of  HO  agreeable  an  intemiption,  her«viv«l 
i1k  Earl  with  joy ;  and,  spealiing  to  ibc  GomemeHr 
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dn  Rat,  who  bring  an  sdhcrrni  of  the  Kr^itl'*, 
had  h<meii~er  taken  iio  purt  in  ihr  previoittt  ilis- 
quiMlion,  snkl  aloud  — 

"  Monsieur  il<r  VillpRW.  disnitu  your  fric^di ; 
Milord   Sluir  has  need  of  a  private  audience, 
iind  I  call  tndul^  ihem  no  fiirtlier." 
The  Miin-rhal  Mniilol  )iiid  ohry^. 
"  If  his  royal   highnesa  will  permit  m*   to 

sp«sk  one  word, "  said  ihe  depuly.  moving 

IQwartU  Orlpaiis. 

"  Not  one.  Monsueuf."  intwnipted  the  Rt-gArt, 
impatii^ntly. 

•'  'llien  1  mu!it  go  lo  the  King."  obwn-ml  the 
other, 

"  Aloitsieur,  you  may  go  lo  flip  dOTri)."  wa« 
ihe  reply. 

"  Docs  your  rojal  highikpss  vah  this  answer 
to  be  nx-ordcd  t"  asked  tho  iindautiK^  deputy*. 

*  Til*  K^vol  it  mM  tu  lw(«  mida  niicb  ■  njuiBtlvt  ou  a 
vtroilftr  uruAion.  T)w  HutlLixntim  of  raii*-  ithrti  vailing  i)A- 
ci«lt]t  ti)vn  bim  »1  Ihs  Palnii  Kuyal,  vrn  oflvn  thoi^kt^  at  thn 
1»npi»t'i  I"  ulilimiil  tawanli  thcni,  bdiI  ihe  man  ■Inoiit 
Cbrirtiuu  tctnihliud  «t  Ibo  liRlrt  and  ianiUiag  nuuiacr  in 
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Ml  HMlirKt  niHonslrunoe,  at  ubicb  Orleaitx  eoultl 
not  do  other  tlmi)  liiugb,  unil,  {niting  the  bead 
of  lite  t-olloqtiiHt,  li«  turned  ciuilv  oii  hin  b^l. 
threw  KB  ann  ovtr  the  Karl'ii  8houl<k-r,  iitul  Ldt 
ttifi  Hudinnce  ctuunbcr.  f 

II  was  ■onu'  niwrt  tinic  aflvr  tbey  wvrr  clo- 
M-li'il  lluit  Sutir  Kucoceded  in  fixing  the  attention 
or  th#  RcgetU  to  the  serious  affair  ho  was  about 
^  dt'vrlop 

'*  Aiwl  now  let  us  to  biwinMs."  oxclaimcd  the 
httteTi  ttanij^  joyfully  achieiecl  the  detDolition 
of  a  well-buill  rrputiitioii ;  and,  by  com  paring 
notes  with  Stair,  matle  it  certain  that  tlie  young 

and   loivly  Manjuise  de  C hod  too  long 

ciyoycd  tii«  ritaracler  of  a  mint.  What  viewK 
hinueir  might  have  encouraged  be  did  not  xea- 
turo  on  this  occasion  to  disclow ;  nor,  indeed, 
would  Im!  have  goi>o  further,  even  had  the  l!larl'a 


wkidi  h*  tsratcd  tbca  cdiipoa  Mwl  ita  mtoitlei*— ha  own  ii 
■upyowJ  <«  fan*  UiMblel  him  but  lilU*.  Oiw  dsj,  aftn 
■alum  ■  Nianbc*  M  kahofs,  h«  Isughiagl]'  laid  Ufcn  the 
•bale  DMBl — "  La  Jmmimtlf  at  t  f^iitJmil  fai,  tar  Jt  li*" 
A rfiMM' «Nrfa  it frtw,  cl  rim  m  mtrilt* 
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patience  not   been  alroady  tried   lo  ihp  iiltPT' 

D103t. 

"  And  ROW  let  us  to  business.  Dubois  ha.* 
the  nose  of  a  bloodhounil ;  but,  you,  milonl, 
have  the  eyo  of  a  hawk.  Nay,  1  do  not  mrun 
to  comiMire  you — he  stoops  and  grovels:  you 
r>oar  till  it  Ls  lime  to  strike."  ' 

.    Stair  bowtti,  nn<l  looked  surprised. 

"  Tlierc  i"  a  plot,"  continued  tlie  Regent  j  "  I 
know  it ;  and  by  your  air.  you  liuvt-  hit  iijion  tho 
rueauti  lo  unravel  it,  or  extricate  me; — tliere, 
am  I  not  right?  Dubois  \ui»  biTn  nil  the  morn- 
ing trying  to  pump  out  of  a  mi.>u!rHble  Abbe.^ 
Chittillon  !*'  crii-d  the  Duke,  in  a  loud  voiee.  "  I 
keep  tliat  fellow  about  nie,  because  he  is  such  a 
iiooby  that  hu  will  not  betray  my  secrets,— What 
U  that  AbW.t  name  whom  they  look  ihi»  morn- 
ing?" continued  he,  as  M.  lie  Chatillon  entered. 
Tl>e  stolid  being  endeavoured  lo  f^-imI  it ;  but 
for  M>mc  lime  stood  nilcni,  with  th«  door  in  his 
hand,  "  Brigaul.  I  have  it: — Away,  thou  sleepy 
mortal'      Begone,  and  brighten  up  at  night. 
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Snid  M««wi«ur  Dubois  hen.  Ob,  milord.  I 
■*m  killml  daily  by  thow  plo(j«  tbul  tiwl  in  no- 
tltiriK.  WoU,  Monsieur  I'Abbtf,  nluit  rwws  from 
your  brothrr  in  iniquilyr' 

Tbc  obMquiouN  Ciinliiuil  in  pcrxpcciitv  fawned 
opOD  bis  fomwr  ptipil,  bis  patron,  auid  lb«  tool 
of  \w  petty  yrt  unprincipled  scbemes  of  ambi- 
tion, as  he  loid  Hw  rreidt  of  aa  exumination, 
which,  u  the  Regeat  iumuiwtl,  mdnl  in  no- 
thing. 

"  ll  i>  crruiin,"  «aid  Duboi<t,  "  tbat  be  knows 
mtldl,  and  ia  a  traitor  ;  but  lie  will  confess"^ 

"To  nothing  1 — I  euvd  so,"  exclaimed  tlw 
Duke."  Let  him  b«  brought  hillH-r;  I  will 
exsuiine  him  myself." 

"  As  it  pleases  your  royal  highness,"  said  the 
Abb^;  but  /  hatT  failed." 

•■  \ay,  tl»cii  the  de»il  would  get  nothing  out 
of  bim."  replied  tlie  Regeut.  "  1  bebeve  you 
may  let  him  ^t>." 

"  'I'o  the  Bastile  7"  asked  Dubois,  with  a 
iwiokling  eye,  that  boded  no  good. 

d2 
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"  Ha,  ha! — why,  my  Abb6.  I  did  not  mran 
that ;  but  the  King's  subjects  tthould  lodge  in 
(wlWy ;  cien  let  it  bo  *o." 

"  He  (t]>eakx  of  a  Chevaher  tie  M«<nil,"  ob- 
•wired  ll»e  Abb£. 

"  An  lionest  rellow— that  same !'"  ' 

•*  Scsroely,  my  ]iiiiw*  Up  hod  charge  of 
Brigaiit'a  papers. " 

"  Ave?    They  will  o|>en  our  eye*  " 

"  Had  he  not  buniwl  (hi'm  all.  they  might. "  . 

"A  wry  traitor !"  exclaimed  the  liegenU 
lightly. 

•'  To  tlip  Btislile  with  them  both.  I  know  the 
pleasures  of  ftociet.y  loo  well  to  sqiaraU-  stich 
frtrnds "  't 

*  They  will  not  see  a  great  deal  of  each  other," 
said  ilie  Alibv,  with  a  snrer ;  "  biil  they  mrc  al- 
ready in  comparative  durance.  De  Mesnil  arers 
lliiil  the  lepers  were  confided  to  his  charge 
merely  as  family  documents;  and  that  hearing 
if  the  Abb«'s  arrest,  he  oominhted  the  whole 
to  llie   flame*,   in    case  of   the  worst.      Tl»e*- 
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wpro  bul  r«Uow  lo(t^r»,  aod  by  no  tncono 
tVieniU." 

"  An  honest  fellow !  Did  )  not  »ay  aoT 
rnnl  tlir  16-gml. 

**  Bui  liMt>n,  my  prince."  contiitued  ibe  AhW/* 
the  Marquis  Ak  Mrniil.  Itaring  Itoard  of  liis  ar- 
rest, hu  just  been  here  to  ii.'^ure'  im  tliai  tile 
Clwi'alier  b  tio  relation  of  hiit." 

"  So  much  Ute  worM*  for  Attn,"  uid  thr  Hc- 
giTil.  "The  ChcvMLlier  is  a  very  8;al1ant  frUow. 
But  leave  UR.  Munsiour  I'Abbe;  Milord  Srair 
wiships  lo  be  gone,  I  sec." 

"  No)  so,"  ■»suA  the  Earl,  who  luul  net-entK-- 
tbt'lvNH  beheld  with  eonto  scorn  the  iHfling  of 
ibe  Regent,  and  Iward  nitli  miirli  impuiii-nce 
the  babble  of  Duboiii.  "  Not  so ;  but  your 
royal  highnrss  will  be  pleased  to  give  nie  your 
whole  attention,  atKl,  for  a  Uvr  miniitn,  at  Intuit. 
giiamniMr  mtr  privacy  " 

The  Itegent  yawned  supprcMedly.  as  Stair. 
tile  Abbs  having  iriliidniwn,  took  from  his  Mmall 
portfblio  a  packet  of  letters. 
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"  In  what  iTianiipT  1  have  M<rufvd  tbeae."  said 
he,  "  your  royal  liighness  sball  presenlly  know. 
Inlbe  inoan  time  let  me  cxpUin,  thut  tho)*  are 
»U  CpUamart-'i  fubricalioii,  Three  o(  t\wm  in- 
lendiKl  to  be  addreesed  by  the  King  of  Spain ;" 
the  first  to  hi*  cousin  of  France. 

"  The  §econd  ?"  i>ai(l  Orleune,  opening  his  eyw 
as  another  yawn  dipd  iit  ihe  intelligener. 

"  Tlii^  i^econd,"  said  Sljiir,  "  is  to  llic  ptirlia- 
ment  of  tbia  kingdom." 
'  "  The  Uiird  ?" 

"  To  the  States-General,  when  t3iey  shall  be 
aititembk-cl ;  and  a  fourth,  rcwly  manufactured, 
for  these  3ame  SlateH  to  ficiid  forthwith  to  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  praying  him  to  oome  and 
take  possesion  of  the  regency,  in  the  room  of 
hi»  royal  highncsf:,  Philip.  Ihike  of  Orli-ans." 

"  Extremely  obliging,"  said  the  pemon  mowi 
interested  in  this  arrangement,  yet  but  little 
tU»ooticH-rlod  :  "  and  the  manner  in  which  hi?> 
roj'al  bighneM  in  to  br  disposed  of  ix  not  thought 
of  sufGcieul  consetiuence  to  mention." 
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"  Thai,  I  imagine,  to  be  Iwyood  a  doubi," 
nklSlair. 

-'"Howl— think  you  ihcy  inlend  the  Baelik- 
for  my  Dcoommodation  ?" 

"  Such  were  too  de^ading  for  a  pruire  of  tbr 
blood,"  T«|>lie<l  the  E»il}  "  I  tuxy  you  would 
Boircely  go  ao  for." 

*'  I  und^rsland  you,"  said  Philip,  ratlier  »e- 
rioodly.  mkI  taking  froni  Lord  Stair  a  li-tl  of 
about  sixty  names,  amongst  which  were  »e\«ral 
of  tlic  hifrhp«t  in  t]ii>  kingdom.  "  I  understand 
yoo ;  and  1  hare  yet  to  thank  tbtae  gpnllemen — 
Byv,  and  ladie«i  alao,  I  perceiiv,  irlto  are  so  par- 
linilarly  anxious  for  my  welCarv.  Nowj  miiord. 
by  what  means,  may  I  ask,  did  yoti  oblaiti 
ihift  intemrtiDg  corrcepond«-iice  of  my  friend 
Cellamare  ?" 

Stair  brH'fly  rvUted  tltc  circtimslaiKcs  ituit 
led  to  its  imerceptiod,  ilnelUng  M>ni«nhat  longer 
than  wo  may  tliink  necvs«ary  on  the  arrest  of 
the  banker,  nbtch  liad  in  fact  taken  place  in 
Paris,  while  Mr.  ViUiers  roda  afWr  his  shadow ; 
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■  lie  Eul  being  fully  uvrare,  whra  li»  dfspatrtiMi 
tiiiii,  that  his  S^'crciiir)'  liad  uoi  llw  Ifast  chnnm 
of  a  rencontre  wilb  the  real  man. 

"  This  eliall  he  look«]  to,"  said  Philip ;  ami, 
ringing  a  bell,  ihe  Ablx't  again  appeared. 

"  V'ou  have  more  of  thoM-^a  portmanteau 
full,  milord  I — Dubois,  boarvst  thou  that  i*  A 
trunk  full  of  treason.  Milord  Stair  irill  send 
it ;  and  you  and  Lv  niiuic  may  fva-<t  your  err* 
with  its  contents:  only  sjmre  me  any  more  plola 
ro-uig^ht; — and  there — and  there — and  there  1^' 
eoncluded  lie.  throwing  the  seteral  Irttere  to  the 
floating  Abbe.  "Ilitu  lixi  is  for  no  oth4>r  tyt* 
tliaa  my  onn — as  yet,  at  le««t.  We  will  gire 
iliem  a  little  grace— eh,  niilonl?  They  may 
repent,  aitd  become  good  men  and  true." 

"  And  (be  noiiien  1"  said  ^lair,  arehly 

"Oh,  they  will  doubtle^  follonr  the  example 
of  their  lords"  returned  the  Regent,  with  Ben«r>- 

The  ennvcntattoa  again  bt^came  ligbi,  and 
Philip,  one  of  the  mont  ucromplinhiil  genileineti 
of  the  day,   detatnett   Lord  Stair  another  half 
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hour,  fascinated  e**n  at  wich  a  moment  with  the 
cliarms  of  a  far  niorv  sterlinfi;  wit  ihau  the  ram> 
mon  rrifling  of  that  which,  pesatng  current  for 
«uch,  at  enry  turn  met  hi«  oar  (hiring  itio  day. 

He  dcparttil,  aitil  the  Regent,  carele§§ly  (Iv- 
poutin^  in  hii*  p*>*-'^'  *^  ^^  of  traitors,  rcjotn^il 
Saint  Simon  and  VilWroy.  Dubois  wis  c(m- 
icoted  to  nMt  for  mmw  houn  ignoranl  of  the 
high  nunes  the  guurdnl  catiilo^ti'  contained, 
conning  bimaelf  with  the  anticipation  of  Porto 
Carrero's  t-aliw,  which  nould  nfTord  ouflici^^t 
rRi[tlo)-  in  the  Bcruliny  tilt  ho  ^ould  norm  out 
of  the  DucheHae  de  Valori  the  secrets  he  full 
ire|]  knew  would  be  ronfldrtl  to  her  by  tite 
Regent. 

Kec-kleu  aa  Orlcatts  oflecled  (o  be,  the  intetii' 
f^ace  he  bad  lieard  was  of  too  va<it  an  importance 
to  ba  unprofitnl  by.  Diifaoii  had  long  been 
•mpicMwi  of  an  insurrectionary  mi»'ei»eiil,  and 
had  t]iat  wry  daycauwd  the  unfonunate  Brig:ant 
to  be  arrested,  from  whom,  although  nothing  uc 
the  time  could  be  rlicilrd,  tlic  ntinixtcriul  Abbi> 
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hopcKl  to  draw,  in  tlie  coiirso  of  time,  a  full  lU-t* 
ootMy  of  the  plot.  He  was,  lioivcicr,  us  wo  liare 
SBBD.  forc)itaUe<l  by  thn  activity  of  \iw  llrili?li 
Ambassador.  The  arrest  of  Mnnil,  and  uti 
immediate  order  lor  that  of  the  S|innis)i  travrlk-rs. 
which  wc  may  in  this  placp  obwrvi*,  wa«  cfltctvd 
near  Poicliorn.  coiiiprin^d  the  whole  extent  of 
Dubois'  present  abUity  to  act ;  for  the  RpjEonl, 
aouiistoniMl  to  make  hi.t  own  dccinon^,  and  tlicx- 
somewhal  of  the  most  absolute  at  tiiups,  cIkhp 
ntllicr  to  revolve  all  llw  cimi instances  in  hL^  own 
mind  till  tlie  nest  day  should  determine  his  con- 
dtict.  than  expose  himself  to  the  chance  of  lirur- 
ing  advice  which  there  iviu  little  doubt  he  would 
rejept.  He  po^sessi'd,  besides,  d  ^nero^tyin- 
connntiMil,  indrod,  with  the  tenor  of  great  part  of 
his  conduct,  but  which,  in  this  innlancic,  nrgi-d 
him  to  conuga  to  oblivion  the  names  of  most  who 
were  implicalnl  in  the  plot,  reserving  tor  punish- 
ment those,  merely,  whow  illustrious  and  high 
rank  could  not  with  safety  to  himself  or  the 
kingdom  bo  piu<«ed  o%'er. 
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LiMik  fc  huw  lhc)r  cli4n|[B! 
dmha«n  papn,— Wh<r.  *hat  ttad  jwu  lli*(«, 
Wlb  M  w«u4til  uid  cliuctd  ]r«ui  1i1im<1 
of  •pptanDPI  ^ 


It  was  long  enp  the  Eiirl  bad  peruwd  tin-  coii- 
t«iu  of  rlw  "  trunk  of  ireasoD,"  so  atyled  by  Or- 
l«su)N,  and  despatched  it  under  Oic  care  of  Tborn- 
hUl  1o  ibc  liurtKtu  of  Momiicur  le  BI«nc,  joint 
tnitliitrr  with  I>ibou  for  foreign  afTairs.  I>i&Der, 
Ul«  indeed  for  tluU  period,  hud  not  yr;!  bci-li  dix- 
cu«<tud,  and  iiumvrouK  were  the  aunuUes  to  which 
K  delay  so  ununiol  had  given  laec.  Tbta.  at 
IpDKtb,  Kss  gone  through,  and  Stur,  as  agr««abl« 
and  undiotracted  from  the  present  occupation  m 
if  iMthing  uncommon  \i»A  but  the  momcnl  before 
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twid  possession  or  his  nfnd,  4>nl<Y(aiop<l  hi" 
hou«rltc>ld  pi<r<t)(  to  sucli  purpottp,  that  whni 
ihfy  row  from  Ublr  nil  trjiociilarions  upon  the 
undiwovf  red  niysicrj-  hud  llowm  from  thcii-  mind«. 
and  Dolhing  remained  but  a  sens*  of  iheir  ho*i'B 
•givrablf  qiialilies,  hb  conritial  dispomlion  at 
llw"  bonrd,  and  ihc  »-it  nnd  frrdrkl*-  of  hi«  fon- 
vtTsation. 

Tile  repast  mxh  Hliort,  and  again  Stiur  Hod 
'l^hornhill  wore  together  id  tlic  librmr.  Il  is 
not,  however,  lo  bo  siippOMHl  that  the  Briti><h 
Ambassador  trusted  for  the  exMulion  of  al)  bin 
coofideiitial  bustneiu  to  the  Caplain  of  Horse,  who 
H'iKhfHl,  indeed,  to  be  anything  but  s  diplomMi*1, 
whose  phicf  desire  and  aim  were  the  "  setting  of 
a  squadron  in  the  field."  and  nho«:r  liearl  was 
Hernnlly  in  the  stable  or  the  ba  murk -yam),  or  ni 
the  joi'ial  me*>-table  of  his  corps..  FVilly  aa  hi* 
palron  eslimatnl  tlu-  worth  of  thai  heart,  and  the 
integrity  of  Thomh ill's  mind,  he  looked  forsonw- 
thing  more  tluin  itn  infallibte  knowledge  of  u 
horse's  points  in  one  who  was  to  be  consianlly  at 
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his  rielii  huntl.  Nor  may  «rc  imagine  tluit  a 
w  ild  and  ^oibling  Secrrtsry.  vi<-ll  bora  autl  bra), 
xealous.  tulentnl,  aiul  indrfuligable  lltoiigh  h(> 
miglil  be,  held  lite  oiily  otlicr  post  of  conli(l«iuM> 
nboul  ibe  Earl.  Tbere  were  others  of  higlirr 
rank,  and  it  may  b^  of  morr  ingiiuotis  diplomatic 
abiliiy,  lluin  <^tvn  Vniii.'r«  arwind  Lord  Slair; 
but  111*  [Kinialtty  for  lti«  soldier,  and  kiionlvdgc 
oTVillien'  unswerving  wul  in  tbe  execution  ot 
any  duty,  bovm«r  arduoua,  that  might  bo  en> 
Inutrd  (0  him,  imlucnl  tln-ir  patron  to  extend  biti 
rrienilnhip  to  tliuae  two  in  so  great  a  proiiortion, 
ihat  ibere  was  not  wanting  a  jealou-iy  aiuonj^ 
other  members  of  the  suite  which  oould  not  full 
to  have  an  unpleasant  t-lGxi.  So  kern  a  percep- 
tion M»  Stair's  vre  may  tbiiik  tvas  quick  to  observe 
tbia,  and  Thornbiil  waa  presented  nilh  s  com- 
raianon  as  Exempt  and  Captain  in  the  fint  troop 
of  Hone  Ouardit;  more,  as  it  appeared,  hon-ever, 
from  hb  own  dcMrc  of  actit«  employment,  if 
tnoiing  from  London  to  Windsor  and  from 
Windwr  to  London  roav  be  called  wwh,  than 
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any  fear  of  an  unplcBsaot  witision  iMworn  tlie 
hot  drii  goon  and  the  rest  of  (he  corjts  dipltnaatiqut. 
VillierR,  with  »\\  his  faults,  he  wbs  detomuned 
lo  retain. 

The  Secretary  made  not  Iuk  npprctranro  at 
dinner,  and  Lord  Stair  iiiqiiired  for  htm.  when 
the  delight  of  Thornhill  i»t  hi*  new  n|>]iointment 
hud  in  some  measure  subsided.  lie  had  not 
been  seen  ;  th<*  prey  vaa  all  that  could  be 
answered  for,  and  he  was  lame.  Stair  re])lii><l' 
that  the  horse  no  lon^r  ;ipi>ertaiued  to  him,  and 
itint  the  niiiiforlune  was  the  SeerHnry'ii ;  thvy 
luid,  however,  done  good  serriee— m»n  and  bea« : 
and  the  Ibimer  was,  the  Earl  !ai]i|Kise«l,  now  takinff 
his  rest  after  so  fsti^ing  a  journey.  TlioridiiU 
shook  his  head. 

"  I  underttanrl  yon,"  Miid  Stair ;  "  but  I  hear 
his  stop;  leaw  u«  together," 

"  VilHers,"  continued  he,  rttlher  Aerioualy, 
wb«i  they  were  alone,  "  !  had  hoped  that  you 
were  refreshing  yourself  after  yotir  ride  with 
sleep  and  food,  or  at  least  with  rest,  (o  enat>l« 
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jmt  to  aasist  in  tU>MiKitclting  any  buHinut*  that 
your  Into  f;ooii  Mnien  tnny  lla^'r  fliUailed  upon 
me  ;  but  I  aee,  b}-  your  dm*  ami  exlnuttod 
appmrance.  that  rou  have  knon-n  neither  the  ouc 
nor  the  oUwr  hmk-c  your  rvuirn." 

The  bo^gitnl  and  nild-looking  Secretary  »t- 
uinplod  mnwexcufto,  but  hU  pulron  was  not  (o 
bn  derrived- 

•'  Vou  liavo  U-on  jtliiying,"  said  Stair,  aa  bu 
n>|fardMt  him  witk  a  steady  antl  wcnitiitiiing 
glance, 

-'  I  acknowlnlgv  il,  my  dear  lord,"  rej>lied 
\'illien;  "  and,"  continued  he,  at  if  nwolvwl  to  get 
rid  at  oooe  of  what  wi-ighcd  h<-unly  upon  Im 
mind.  "  I  bav-c  \oa  a  large  sum,  and  1  have 
twrroned  from  one  whom  I  wish  not  to  be 
beholden  to,  and  yet  whom  1  regret  to  say  I  have 
no  means  of  paying." 

Lonl  Stair  guxnl  on  him  with  a  stem  look. 
'  How  oAen  ba^v  you  promised  thai  similar 
i  lOMes  should  be  your  laM  T'  said  he, 

"  1  DOW,  indeed,  make  thai  promiM;  for  the 
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]aM  Uruo,"  replied  VUliprs;  "ami,  little  »s  jW" 
may  brticvr  mc,  am  ntuly  to  bind  my»clf  by  th«, 
most  solemn  vow,  tlial  noihing  heiioeforn  urd  ahall 
induce  rae — " 

The  Earl  Ikdd  up  hi*  hand. 

■'  1  tlo  nol  believe  you.  Villirrs, — forgive  me  il, 
I  could  pot  credit  you  if  you  swore  ujion  your 
knees  that  hucIi  should  br  your  future  lioc  of, 
conduct.     I  itn^u'  it  IB  impOBnible ;  and  1  grMn*^  , 
fi>r  you  with  all  my  soul." 

Slair  paced  up  and  donii  the  apartment  iti 
Mtme  Bgitation,  nhilo  Villif m  »tood  ivilh  lii<i  arm^ 
fotdwlj  not  deigning  to  reply.  ,,|, 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,  however, — let  mc  urijiP^ 
and  iinplorf  you."  couliniuil  the  Earl,  "  to  con- 
sider, that  not  yourwlf  only  i»  a  sufferpr  by  au^  ^ 
indulgence  of  this  baleful  i  in* ;  and  loi  nM>  fur- 
iher  pray  you  to  exert  the  great  strength  of  mitul^^, 
and  oT  purpoec  I  know  you  to  ]>os«ewi,  to  stc^ 
yourself  against  temptation      What  is  your  deb*, 
and  to  uhom  F'  , 

Vilbers  naitivd  both. 
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thrn,  hkr«  It  M>iit  to  iiim  in  your  name.'  ' 

"  Nay,  my  lord,  I  must  nie«l  him  with  or 
without  lh«  money  at  St.  Gaudin's," 

"  Then  you  are  loti !"  said  the  Earl,  eiA- 
phallrally. 

*•'!  Hhall  be  safe  at  least  from  play,"  returned 
Villjen,  with  n  ghai*tly  Nmilr ;  "  for  when  he  iS' 
pikid  there  will  rcmaiD  Utile  Tor  mr  to  Hiakr '." 

"  1  lend  you  this,"  said  Lord  Stair,  giving  him 
an  order  For  the  sum :  "  you  will  return  it  to  me 
at  your  conveuience :  I  do  not  ask  it  sooner.  T 
had  wiiJied  you  to  have  areompantnl  mo  lo  the 
Durhess  dc  Villars;  but  this  unrortunate  pro- 
pensity, which  has  been  your  onn  hane  through 
life,  now  witx  mc  also,  and  perhaps  witli  jtmiiot, 
as  haring  in  «ome  koM  been  the  menn.t  of  yout' 
imprudence  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  a  friend^ 
and  an  a  Triend  I  trust  you  will  receive  thiii 
Vtllier*,"*  cmitintietl  the  Earl,  holding  out  ha 
hand,  "  bitter  a*  the  pill  is  to  swallow." 

'  Bitter,  indeed !"  said  the  Secretary,  at  cm 
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time  t]ip  oqudl  in  »oci^y,  am)  still  the  companion 
of  Lord  Sukir.  "  Bittvr,  indeed ;  bot  it  htw  been 
oftityown  seeking."  > 

He  rented  liis  pwaim  hand  to  tlie  clasp  o( 
Stair,  but  ntunied  ti«l  llic  prewurp.  In  Jiileiice 
and  in  ^ef  he  left  the  apurtment,  and,  without 
changing  hia  dreas>  repaired  to  the  appointed 
ptncr  of  meeting  witli  Dc  Chaulnex,  one  of  i)m 
niritit  <lis«jpatcd  and  niaH.1  ruthlewt  gameeterti  in 
Paris. 


Dre«»ed  in  the  tuniptuoua  style  of  tlut  period, 
yi-l  niitrked  for  u  tiistc  in  his  apparel,  and  a  ror- 
rectnes.1  of  i-lioic-e  that  shewed  through  the  glitter 
of  lace  and  jewt>lii  wliich  fiishJon  would  not  allon 
him  lo  dispcnw  with,  the  British  AiiihassiwJor 
entered  ihe  miKkici  of  iht>  Martithale.  where  all 
ofbrilliuulaiid  beautiful,  uU  of  lovely  undntodtxh. 
had  met  together,  in  au  atnioi>iphfn^  of  courtly 
breeding,  wit,  epigram,  scandal,  ami  intrigue. 

The  petit*  soupers  of  the  Regent  at  Pari* 
wore  aa  much  too  licentious  for  tlioae  to  assist  at 
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who  had  «till  any  reputation  Uk«ly  to  suffer — 
and  here  we  must  drfvnd  Lonl  Stair  from  tfw 
ti]i|>utaliwi  of  attending— as  were  his  soirees  at 
Vtmiltn  too  ittsupportably  dull  aiKl  enHuyanU'.i 
for  any  lo  present  thfUMh'va  st  who  oould  Treiiie 
■n  exouw  for  sbaence.  At  the  ow,  licence  reigned 
niprcnic;  at  the  other,  (tome  dricrenoe  to  iIm' 
world's  report  urged  him  lo  force  n  deinraiiour 
of  j)TOpriety  vrhichf  though  irksome,  he  still 
thought  it  th>^  duly  of  \m  hl^jh  nlution  to  put 
on;  hut  this  M>lenin  farce  enacted,  the  slaid 
habit  of  an  hour  waa  throvra  ofl*,  and  Philip 
of  Orleans  became  ugitin  himwclf,— the  accom- 
plished rou^— the  vrild,  wilful,  aud  reckless  ds- 
haucher,— a  domoraliiing  example  to  the  noble 
youth  of  France,  whieh  tliHr  pr(.ili»po*ition  but 
too  mneh  incited  thera  lo  follow. 

All  ttu!  6lit«  of  the  court  then,  on  tliis  evening, 
were  to  be  found  at  the  Mar^chale  de  VillarB, 
and  eveo  many  of  the  iniimatc  <i«sucialv«  of 
Orleans ;  for  l»r  luid  called  only  tlie  gaye§t  of  the 
dttHolutc,  llie  wittiest  of  llic  abandonetl — ^nii? 
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Ii*ir-(l(wn  of  tlip   iRUfrhter-lcning  o1iq>i4>.  uhn 

fortiMHl  its  viTj'  soul  and  nucleus.     ThprP  was  a 

plot,  and  be  loved  not  io  dwrll  upon  tlir-  lhoiieb('< 

(hrrcor:  ilwiu  discotT-retl,  and  the  morrow  nouUt 

plil]li«h  «ll  ;    mrantime,  pl^aauiv  should    Und 

her  aid  to  dislract   llip  mind   from   «wh  im* 

palatable  food.  '1- 

At  the  Duchcmtr  de  Villars'  wercftasemhlfd 

|M>Oplc  of  h11  parties.      No  political  dMinction 

na»  here  known,  or  at  It^Ltt  ovincfd ;  and  it  «a* 

the  |iolicy  of  Lord  Stair  to  kvep  on  appmn-nt 

lorms  or  rriendj>hip  with  all.     At  one  time  h* 

might  be  seen  talking  to  the  Princesse  de  ConH. 

at  another  to  the  young  and  lovely,  btit  proftigate 

DticlK'SBc  dc  Beni"  :  be  was  alternately  spark- 

'Slicduil  kttho  agcof  hrpntr  four  IlflTiiit'ljvi.'ii  iiirnrdtiHi 
yun  pmtoiuly  Ibnt  hci  diiupilcd  life  uoulil  buiiy  ba  tu  ih 
c«il]r  gtOTc,  ih«  ivpliiid  'Kkbiia!  Caurlt  vittlJBjifiiic  r  uiA 
Mnlinucd  the  uma  cuunc.  Such  vuthc  licence  of  bti  coD>lik-l. 
th«t  «ven  Ki  libcFtl  B  eoart  u  Ihiil  vS  Fianct,  nt  Ihu  prntxl. 
iflVdiii  lo  1*  icJFMtiliit'il  Ihcn-'lij.  The  PiinivMi.'  dv  Clvimaut 
gsir  grpal  offcacu  by  loo  upciily  ciinvjittini;  her  >uj  of  liii— 
■  drcumilute  not  r<»;(i«ca  by  (he  l>iidii.-><r,  who  fvuad  ftii-nili 
ready  to  cuty  the  Hie,  irith  >U  iti  cinbelU>hnicul>i,  to  hvr  (ar. 
Oa  ha  dcith-bcil,  which  U  alcKiibtil  at  ■  nty  awfol  on*,  *h>i 
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lin^  witli  tho  Due  (le  Saint  Simon,  or  dt^  in 
conversation  nilli  ihv  Curdinal  cl<-  Poli^noc ;  for 
(rardiuvlB  vcrv  not  ii«rc  o)il  of  placiv  Now  Iw 
wiehL  be  «nilurin!>  ttui'  plaliluiU-s  of  (be  ConHi- 
ilv  Chatlllon;  und  agxin  atnuMtl  by  th«  svHiern* 
itlic  triOing  of  ibe  AbM  tie  Vaubrun,  an  exmorC* 
ilinnrr  little  personage,  who  was  every  Vhere  and 
in  mvry  ibing,  a  raau  so  little  wanting  when  hii> 
frit-iKl*  bwl  neeti  of  liitn,  llmt  lie  would  ii<tniini«ti^ 
gbo^ly  consolation  at  their  deailis  with  the  winie 
pU^iuiun  that  he  hud  officialed  at  tlu-ir  uupliuU  ; 
wtioni,  in  a  woni,  Maibime  du  Maine  quaintly 
enough  defined  an  the  nibiime  de  frkote.  "• 

''  Wliv  doc4  our  nn)iubl«  DuchesM-  dc  Choiseul 
i]fny  her  friend*  tbc  pleiakure  of  oiie  little  <rUnip«o 
in  public  r  said  Stair  to  Madame  du  D  -  — ■■ 
'*  Is  ^  melancholy  and  love-sdck  for  her  absent 


maik  tonfmtBiw  Id  IIh  Rtjcnit,  bsr  CUlm,  which  khodcc^ 
(wenUaL  Her  iptMli  bad,  (m  aqturtctof  uih(iuf,btcc«iw 
foil*  lomillila ;  l^  hj  Urn  uxitmiciiI  of  bci  \\\<*,  nud  the 
tead  taiMj  kha  iUfpls}«<l  la  mx\»  hararif  MinjtKlicDded, 
■gaw  l«ni)A*  Wright  iini  Uju|oei  hct  minil  *hea  d^th  rartol 
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lord  ?  She  jTstertlay  apjxnred  for  a  momenl  at 
the  ninilow,  like  a  lurtle-tlOTe  upon  a  branch ; 
but  <Wct>nd  she  votild  not." 

'*Slu'Coi»olMhi?r«>If,"  n-pliwl  the  lady,  "and 
mclanrholy  who  4-anno4  be." 

"You  surprise  tne  !  Already  is  th«  Duke 
replaced  ?" 

"  Wick^-d  Lord  Stair!  Ww  office  a  supplied 
by  a  young;  girl  of  fifteen,  who  entertains  her  in 
his  absence-  Nay.  ^lie  is  not  iuiiid.Honir ;  but,  ii» 
rhere  grand -maman  deHcril>ea  hfr,  fraic/te  nmme 
um  pecht,  folk comme  unjeime  chien,  ^iarit,i/tii 
rhanle,  ijui  joue  du  clavecin,  i/iti  tliituf,  qui  zatite 
au  liftt  de  marcher,  qui  tie  tail  cr  rytiV7/«  fait  el 
fail  toil!  avee  grace,  tpii  ne  sail  ee  quelle  ttit  et 
dit  tout  avfc  esprit — voila  comme  tile  te  miuoie 
avfe  sa  petite  laide !" 

"  A  very  delightJul  companion,  doubtless."  Hatd 
the  Earl,  "  and  one  who.  plain  as  she  may  be, 
will  make  us  jealous  if  she  keepit  the  Duciio*' 
longer  from  our  society.  But  see,  who  enicn 
ivith  such  a  flouriili  and  glitter  of  diamonds  ?" 


I 
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"  MmImiw  <le  CWrniunl  '.  And  ttow,  ill  ani 
uot  mistukeu,  we  sbull  lN.-ho)il  ti  «ccnv." 

The  fair  eprakcr  wiu  rigbl,  for.  aa  the  PrincoM 
niiidi:' brr  iq)pearauc«.  Aliulaiup  il««B«m  hall' rose 
from  the  fauteuil  innlucli  olie  liail  been  rrvliniiig, 
Mitd  icDt  B  finnalk'  aide-<U<-camp  to  order  b^r  oul 
of  th«  room 

"Tell  h«r,"  said  tbe  Duchom  in  an  aiithorita- 
tirv  UMK.  "  never  to  presume  to  coiive  into  tuy 
jireaeiK*-" 

Tin-  rriRCM»  receivetl  tlie  imnvil  nt«!Magi>«ii)t 
infiuitv  UuUain;  but  itttc  was  obliged  to  obev> 
and,  luming  Iter  back  upon  royalty,  \v&.  the 
room,  baling  plauttd  an  iiddiliotuil  degree  of 
hatred  in  tbe  breast  of  Madame  de  Iterti. 

Ltml  Stair  was  now  drawn  away  by  Madame 
dr  Villais.  who,  overwhelmed  with  vonfuaion  at 
the  awkwardness  of  the  late  etmtrt-trmpt,  wliich 
it  was  hi*r«  to  have  pmented  the  [XMsibilily  of 
occurring,  tought  relief  in  talking  Cast  and 
nerrouiily  upon  ewty  subject  rather  than  that 
which  her  mind  most  dwelt  on.     \Mi«tlier  her 
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(Uecourtr  wa.i  les*  compretKinble  ihan  ufiiial.  or 
from  whatever  cau*e,  she  thought  at  the  moment 
tile  agreeable  Stair  strangely  diiU  and  dtttraU. 
Biit  by  tU-greos  her  attention,  m  well  as  Uiul  of 
ilie  Briliiih  Anibaititatlor,  became  rivelled  oa  thv 
changing  countenance  oi'  the  Duchesse  <lu  Maine, 
who  played  at  Biribi  uiih  others,  at  a  lablt 
wtxre  D<-  Chulillon  now  beld  the  bank. 

'rhiH  vras  a  ntan  who  neter,  except  upon  the 
mofft  fxtmordinary  occasions,  trusted  hinieelf  wtlli 
\\ve  *oimd  of  hia  own  voiei-.  IIU  face  bi-sfolw 
not  seiiousneas,  but  doltish  «lolidity ;  he  wa»,  in 
frfct,  u  very  antidote  to  mirth,  yet,  for  Mnw  iitv 
accountable  reason,  we  hare  wen  that  he  wrot« 
himself  adhcront  to  the  guy  Plnli})  of  Orleans. 
On  the  present  oocooion,  ne\*ertheleKH,  wme 
ntighty  power  «ermi'd  to  hiire  M-t  the  {Wnderous 
«ngiiM  at  work.  jH-rhajiH  the  all-confeased  forrr 
of  gold  ;  for.  ■■X*.  he  rakcil  tin-  loiiit  d'om  towaitb 
him.  Stair  heard  tlie  nam«  of  Ccllwcoare  jasue 
from  tii«  itepulrhrai  tlu^at. 
*'Ilii>  no  lon(;er,tlien,aEecTvt, "thought  llic  Earl, 
•  >    JM 
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Ym,"  nid  De  ChalUtori,  in  coniimwtioB : 
•'  Porta  t?»m?ro  inimediati-ly  dnipMehed  a  cou- 
ricT.  aiul  he  u  gone  to  Le  Ulanc,  lo  ^t  back 
thft  pa]>i>n.  But  ]w  and  Dubois  hav«  luid  ihctr 
it«i^h«r,  and — " 

"  And  wbaiT  ivgrrly  demanded  two  or  ihroc 
roicM,  MB  ChattllMi  mnde  a  f\i]l  stop. 

*■  I  know  nothing  further  of  that,"  Mid  h*: 
"  btH  tbc  most  ainufiiog  ibiag  'a,  itui  1)117  ha>T 
arrftOrd  and  srnt  to  tho  Bastile  an  Ablxi  Bri — 
Bri— -"  He  cwild  i»ol  recoUwTt  ihc  iiam«),  iind 
thos«>  who  knnr  it  hod  no  grrat  desire  to  assist. 
At  Imgtb  (t  Mntek  him.  "  Brif^ui^Bnf;aut ! 
And  lli«  droUftit  thing  is,  madame,"  addrewinf; 
hUuaelf  to  th«  Duchesw  d»  Malnr,  *'  tJn;  drollest 
thing  is,  that  he  han  confonsed  all. — et'cry  thing, 
and  thrown  halT  Pitria  into  a  coDstemationl'* 

(Irrc  hr  l>rok»  into  the  first  fit  of  laughter  be 
had  rver  indulged  in 

"  J&  it  not  wry  droll,  noadanie  1" 

-  0\t,  «tnng«ly  aniuuog,"  said  the  J>ueh«m, 
who  fell  not  the  leut  inclinalioa  to  job  id  hin 

vol..  I.  * 
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niirtti ;  but  »he  was  obliged  to  dispjitte  her  feeU 
iii^.  which  we  may  believe  to  hste  been  aone  of 
ihe  mosl  agreeable.  "  It  is  slrang^ly  amusing!" 
slw  repented,  in  a  tremulous  voice.  n 

...;** Oht"  cried  Dc  Chalillon,  "it  i»  enough  lo 
make  one  diu  wiili  laughter !  Pigitreg-voua,  ma- 
dame — only  Jusl  faney  these  unlbrtunate  peofik, 
who  believed  their  secret  [jCTfectly  itufu;  only 
imagine — ha,  faa,  h% ! — iind  here  b  a  fitUou,-  n  bo 
■«))»  all  that  is  aitkixl  him.  and  names  every  indi- 
vidual  in  the  plot!"  TT 

Tlti«  laat  was  a  terrible  shock  for  the  Prinee^ji; 
but  exerting  all  hrr  fortitudr,  »lie  endured  the 
painful  conversation  of  M.  de  Chalillon  M  the 
end  without  any  further  signs  of  agitation.  As 
this  fiiushed  Khe  retired  from  tho  \si\Av,  itnci  re- 
turnnl  lioine,  to  throw  herself.  almo»t  fainting, 
into  the  aniw  of  Mademoiselle  dc  Luuiuiy*,  one 
of  her  maida  of  hunour- 

Tho  UuchcKsc  de  Berri  soon  aikTwards  drove 


•  Aftdrwuilt  Mi..Uini-  di-  Slnd,  pniiJmotboc  lo  tht  ho*- 
kinil  of  N*clui^  daai,*'>t«i. 
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off  lo  La  Mucllp,  and  ih^  rAtnion  diMotv^d  im- 
dialelv ;  for,  in  addition  to  tlic  abovf  little 
ibjfctd  for  uiwodineftH,  a  report  was  brougbt  in 
at  the  moment  that  tlie  Petit  Poiil  w««  burnt ; 
that  tbe  fire  i>in'atriH'<l  to  consume  all  ibat 
qi>art«r  of  Paris;  and  that  thi;  mob  lin4l  rom- 
nNBMtl  a  scenp  of  riot  aiid  pillagp,  which  wool*! 
not  he  stayed  without  bloodshed.  The  archerti 
and  tnouwiiirtain'S  on  duly  tvcir  aiK'iHii'i]  by  <1 
rc^nHnt  of  mounted  chtineur*.  vihose  colonel, 
M  Ar  Clutulnee,  was  thv  Mibjifl  of  g«'iM-ral 
eiKomiuni.  for  tlic  actirily  and  xeal  he  di^plaj'ed 
ill  quelling  ilie  disturbance. 

Por  the  sake  of  Villicri,  Lord  Stair  was  re- 
joiced to  hear  tlie  nanu"  of  thi»  ofllcrr  so  exalt«d ; 

I  it  wax  evident  that  hif<  otticr  talents  cotdd  not 

'  employed  u|M>n  the  unhappy  Secretary.  Such 
was  in  fact  tbe  cov ;  but  wc  m»«l  n^env  any 
farther  account  of  llw  taller's  [Hxiceedingv  for 
another  chapter. 

In  the  meantime  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
lo  mention,   that  OUamau«   bad  received  the 

b2 
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fliBrtliiig  int«'lIipMKc  of  thi* '»dleWi!>  df  ttll  tiii 
<K*»i)atchw ;  tlial  Im>  had  rqiiiircd  imnir(liiii«ly 
10  M.  lo  Blatir  (o  coiiiiilain  of  ihiti  injttn';  thai 
he  hacl  been  told  of  his  papers  being  nafety 
lodged  in  a  place  (ram  which  then^  was  no 
^hancv  of  their  being  speedily  releuMed;  iind, 
inoreo\-er,  that  such  evident  marks  of  tn-aion 
werfr  (U^covcrM  on  tlieir  ppniMtl,  that  he,  L*" 
Blanr,  hn<I  ihi*  Kepi'iil'»  rtimiiiiimU  to  sral  tip 
all  his  E\c<'llenfj''s  olher  dopiimcnts  of  <»ioiy 
kind  ;  niid  bctiidi's  placing  a  ECKitrd  mer  Km 
hotel,  reconduct  liini  thither  immediately  under 
nil  fiton  of  niouHqi  let  aires,  whose  custody  he 
wbuld  ])n)1>ab1y  rentain  in  till  hm  eroseed  tlte 
Sp»ni«h  fronliCT,  on  liis  way  to  Madrid.  "« 

/-f 

"  Aft  this  dJMcovery  was  the  prelude  to  a  decla- 
ration of  irar  between  8pain  and  Eiighiml  eom- 
Inned  with  Prance,  oh  the  part  of  the  iwo  lattrr— 
as  it  was  the  probable  means  of  pre^eriing  the 
balance  of  power  in  Kurope.  prerenling  as  il  ilirl, 
bjr'  tbe'  owrllirow    of   Alberoni's  projects,   i^- 
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I  clianoe  of  Philip  V.'«  acce»«H>D  to  the  French 

Uiroiw — ad  the  life  o/  the  Kf^^ii,  a  ihin^  iuUcctl 
of  no  great  consequence  to  any  but  bi^n^eir,  n^a 
iu  kll  probability  Mired,  a*  well  as  tboor  of 
nuitteroai  Mber  iii(iiviiluiil--<.  which  th«  ivelj,<f 
pUnne*)  iaturreotioii.  thiu  fruslraled,  no^Jfl 
httTT  jnopordiwl  in  il«  commencrtncnt— we  tnust 
here  (1«  jiMlicv  lu  tlu  foiveighl  and  intrlligcitets 
fii  i1m>  Britidh  Aniba««i4lor,  ami  the  u-iU<Hi» 
iMiiiity  of  hiiia^^ifdantiii  hot  amongAt  Uu-m-  will 
it  be  drnit<(l  that  Mr.  ViUit-rtt  is  entitled  to  llig 
very  firsr  plii«4--  ,,i 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  AlaJne  were  on  iIh- 
following  day  nmwied,  and  placed  in  confin^r; 
it  at  Mparaie  chateaux;   the   Cardinal   de 
olignac  was  di^mist^d  to  liis  abbey  in  Flan- 
den;  lh«  Prince  de  Domlies,  llie  Conite  d'Eii. 
maieur  dc  Pompadour,  and  several  others  of 
r  note  were  Bent   to  prison — Bonw  to  the 
EUNttlr,  otlkur*  lo  di:rtant  forlreMSo*,  and  a  few 
geoilenwn  of  Brittany  were  beheaded:  but  furr 
ther  than  thbi  it  does  noc  appear  that  llie  con- 
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apirators  were  treated  mth  as  much  severity  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  one  so  absolute 
as  Orleans. 

Cellamare  being,  upon  the  most  incontestible 
proofs,  convicted  of  traitorous  correspondence  and 
designs,  was  detained  for  a  short  time  at  Blois; 
but  after  the  examination  of  Porto  Carrero  atid 
Monteleone,  who  had  once  more  been  Stopfed 
near  Poictiers,  and  brought  back  to  the  capital, 
the  Ambassador  was  re-conducted  to  the  Spanish 
frontier  under  a  guard,  and  dismissed;  while 
Monsieur  de  St.  Aignan,  who  filled  the  same 
office  at  Madrid  on  the  part  of  France,  was  as 
unceremoniously  congedii  by  the  King  of  Spain. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


lb  lame  kxJ  o( gwihicM  is  thing*  nil, 

I  obBETtiof  If  duiit  It  out : — 
rat»<mt  tMwuA  tanadtaet*, 

I  thai  «•  (IudH  dMM  ut  ftiiljr  Gx  mt  miL 
t  mmj  tm  fadwi  honqr  from  tlw  wtei, 
;  And  mall*  ■  morkl  of  tbc  dcvU  hlmwU. 


TuE  cloM  of  tfac  l)ul  chapiter  has  a  little  untjci- 
pat«d  Uic  course  of  our  ulr :  wu  will  now  rp- 
lurn  lo  Mr.  Villii?r»,  for  wlKini  somcvhat  aiixioiii' 
were  the  ioquiriea  of  Lord  Stair,  on  retumiDg 
from  the  Marwchale's  party.  He  had  not,  how- 
over,  been  »«'n  or  hrartl  of  siucp  the  ^^arlicr  piirt 
of  the  n-iMiing,  wltvii  1m>  led  th«*  hottl  previously 
to  the  Earl ;  and  we  may  therefore  go  back  to 
thai  jferiott,  in  order  to  accompany  him  forth  o« 
his  adventures. 

Rightly   had   Itis   patron   sumiiMxl  that   the 
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kucMpii  and  tmpcrattre  call  iipon  thr  «rrvicH 
of  M.  dt  Chuiilnrf'  niiurt  trnw  Villicrt  from  the 
n>mpution  to  which  his  sodrty  would  not  Tail 
lo  fXiHWP  him.  Hift  allfg*^  want  or  money  lo 
sl*ke  ag^aiinl  hii  )ale  Kcli-onary  did  not.  Stair 
belipifd,  rpndtr  it  aljeoltitcly  tmpowibic  for  him 
to  play,  mncr  it  wcrr  rasy  of  De  Chauhip*  onct 
more  lo  makr  ViUicrs  hin  debtor  in  ii  siiiidVr 
mm,  and  |)Uiytn^  for  tlitu,  again  leave  ofTwflh 
the  amount  trebled  by  siicces^t-o  losses  and 
JrustB.  The  probability  ofVillicrt  waiting  till 
morning  at  the  appointed  place  of  meeting,  or 
of  his  meanwhile  engjiging  in  play  with  some 
adiT-ntiiioHs  *lranger,  was  not  calculated  upon. 
•  The  house  to  which  he  had  resorted  was  oa**^ 
of  esjieeial  celebrity  in  Paris,  possessing  its  gold 
table  and  its  sil^^r,  its  suppers,  its  wines,  and, 
ID  ithori,  ewry  incrntivc  lo  gaming  that  can  be' 
imagined.  Hi*re  met,  cren  in  so  ari»locratteal 
a  period  for  France,  the  noble  and  the  ruffler 
of  Icsw  high  degree, — the  gamestpr  of  «r<Ty 
dhodc  of  toi'ditanl  con.<iderutioii ;   and,  tDl   tT 
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lalvr  hour  of  niglii  had  rendered  each  man  caN*- 
lesa  of  hu  condiirt  through  desperulion  or  ertlliu^ 
aiwiii.  ibe  utnuMt  tlccorum  pre%'iiil<'<l,  fnvn  to 
a  far  too-fincly  weaml  web  of  pundilio^  nhidi 
tfaeslighiOMturnDtcDiional  ofli-noi' broke  throiiKb: 
and  he  who  fouiul  himself  drawn  wiihui  the  mI^ 
merely  of  its  woof  know  that  reireat  vran  i(up09> 
sible,  save  at  the  cxpenw  of  honour — swonlp 
muHt  be  crotted;  for  in  such  a  place.  w)>ere  the 
very  air  ho  breathed  was  redolent  of  danger  as 
It  was  uMosicaling  with  temptation,  an  apolofcy 
would  lia\-e  branded  one  u  ho  wore  a  weapon 
wHh  the  name  of  poltroon  for  life. 

Villier«  looked  aoxiously  round  the  as»ero- 
blage  of  ^Dicstcrs,  as  tKuittg  almost  tluit  bis 
eye  Hbould  light  on  him  whom  lie  sought;  and 
eaa  we  say  it  was  unnatural  tliat  hv  should  haws 
Ml  a  teiaporarj-  weight  off  lus  brvavt,  and  in- 
haled the  elo«e  atmovphere  more  freely,  whtn-. 
he  Euled  to  discm-er  Moofiieur  de  Chaulnfiafi 
Ax  OIK  who  finds  torture  di-ferrod— the  mil , 
hour  put  ofT— it  was  new  life  to  him !     He  rtill{ 
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p06M't<»cd  the  gold;  there  waa  ruMic  prVMMit  to 
claim  it.  Wlist  if  he  could,  by  u  bolii  and  lucky 
veutiirp,  double  the  sum  he  bcld,  and  make 
himtwir  once  more  independent  in  the  world  f 
With  a  mighty  eHott  he  tlmist,  as  it  wm,  tin- 
tempting  spirit  from  him,  and  paswd  hio  hand 
■MTW9  liis  eye*,  lo  ^hut  out  such  vi^on  trom  the 
brain. 

He  succi'fded,  and,  cmboldencil  by  th«  nclory 
over  himself,  approacluHl  lutarer  to  ihe  scene  of 
|>Uy;  but  tht-  glittering  heaps  of  gold,  the  neatly 
packed  rouleaux,  which  pu^stnl  from  one  luind  'o 
iiiioiher,  ruin  to  that  and  tentporary  blis»  to 
his  «poiler>  raised  once  more  the  de^il  to  his 
mind.  He  turned  to  fly  the  placr,  when  ilu> 
tight  of  a  familiar  coiiuteiianoo  arrested  his  at- 
trniion.  It  urns  lltat  of  tile  liberated  Gibbons, 
who,  with  his  arm  in  a  sling.  Mood  pct^riug  oter 
the  shoulders  of  ibe  players,  and  ellxniing  in 
nearer  to  th«  Uible,  tinconacious  of  the  black  luid 
foreboding  looks  of  \hofr-  lie  m>  uncereoioniouHly 
obtruded  upon. 
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-■  The  Wrly  luiav«!"  ihou|rht  VilliFn.  ••  Ax 
leiuK  I  will  makr  him  Jtome  rMiim  tor  ihr 
wounded  liuil),  by  aaving  his  life,  which  I  urn 
in  jeopanly." 

Walkina:  rouod  lo  the  spot  where  he  arood. 
hv  (CMiUy  insiaiiatixl  himself  into  thu  choleric 
Hnd  punctilioiut  crowd ;  »nd,  tmiching  the  uinp 
plbon-  of  i)>e  EDgliHhman,  be^ginl  iht-  fa^xMir 
oCa  word. 

"  What's  your  will  with  me.  sirf  demBTuled 
Gibbou*.  mnwnhai  gniBly.  a.t  soon  an  thn-  wera 
clear  of  the  group.  "  1  llunk  you  should  be 
tatisfied  with  what  j-ou  liaiv  alrnuly  done." 

"  II  it  u  make  amends  for  that,  that  I  n-ish 
to  Niieak  to  you,"  replied  Villiers.  >ia 

"  How,  sir  f  I  don't  see  what  ameitO<^  vq'i 
tiave  in  your  power  " 

■'  Simply,  odviee."  »aid  Villiers. 

"  Nothing  easier  to  ptir,  but  damned  A-ltloni 
taken" 

"  Uutht— DO  one  sn-ears  bo  early  in  the  ev<>n- 
ing    Wait  on  hour  or  two,  aud  you  uill  hear 
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|i)raty  of  it,  however.  Bui  I  can  tell  j-ou.  that, 
new  as  1  MT  you  »Tt  in  Parin,  it  nilt  not  Oo  lo 
thrust  pcopU  out  of  j'our  way  as  if  you  were 
at  a  oock-fivht  in  our  own  country.  Another 
minute,  and  that  little  yellow  man.  just  thumb- 
ing hia  roitwrable  two  louis,  would  havtr  walkail 
you  out  of  the  room," 

•■He  walk  rae  out  of  the  room  \ — Well,  aod 
triiehiuir 

'  "  Why,  there  is  no  saying  when  j-ou  might 
come  in  again." 

"  POoh  1 — t  could  buy  him  iu  lie  ittandn." 

"  A  I'ery  sensible  re))licalion !  And  a  good 
bargain  you  would  have,  if  there  was  a  cjuarrel 
on  your  handa ;  but  a  deuced  bad  one  if  lie  vw 
your  antagonist,  for  he  is  an  excellent  swordn- 
man." 

"  Perhaps  a  friend  of  youra  ?" 

"  On  the  eontrury;  his  point  has  bivn  at  my 
breast  before  now." 

"  Well,  I  desire  to  hare  nothing  to  say  to 
ehher  of  you— jurt  now,  at  least  j  for  I  haye  not 
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rorgoura  tbtft— <lon't  you  think  it."  pointing  lo 
his  arm.  "  No.  no,  John  Gibbons  neither  fer- 
fpto  nor  forgim  m  easily.  Satisiaction  shall 
yM  be  mine."  .«  f  n 

••  I  laugi)  at  \-oiir  thr««l4,"  •aid  Villivr* ; 
"  but  if  you  are  in  want  of  money,  I  can  lend— 
that  is.  I  will  get  it  for  yooi;"  i,( 

"Monpyl"  *ai(l  Gibbon*,  disclalnfiilty ;  and 
taking  out  a  heavy  [mrsi*.  he  held  it  Iwliore  lh« 
«yra,  and  almost  thrust  it  into  the  iiux,  of  Vil- 
Ben : — "  Monry !  and  from  such  as  you  i" 

"  Well,  mil,  don't  insult  me,"  «aid  be,  step- 
back. 

"  Get  il — rv» ;  I'll  answer  for  it  yo«  could -.rr- 
of  the  Spaniard'ti  cash  out  of  the  rolttr 
Toa  stole." 

"  Poor  man  !"  saki  Villiers,  4>nd«^vouhnfr, 
under  a  shew  of  oontenipt,  to  conceal  the  rising 
passion. 

"  Poor! — I  believe  I  ooiild  buy  and  sell  yon. 
with  all  your  rogiieiy." 

"  Enough,  towards  me.  if  you  wish  to  Leave 
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this  houM  iLt  you  enlcreii  il,  vrilh  a  whole  skiu  :— 
and  hark  in  your  ear — the  less  you  say  at>out 
that  affair  the  better ;  uay,  you  may  yet  b(r 
laid  by  the  heels,  if  you  ur«  iinotlier  Jay  in 
Pans.  As  to  buying  and  st-lling,  I  belie\-e  at 
present  I  ani  an  rich  a  man  oa  yourself." 

'■  It  is  easy  for  you  —  but  ihcw  out:  I'll  bet 
a  don^n  of  champagne  of  tliat.  c»en." 

"  Donel"  Kai<l  Villiers,  eagerly;  unable  to 
resist  the  temptation  of  a  bet. 

"  Done!"  cried  the  other,  fo  loud  aa  to  draw 
the  momentary  attention  of  several  people  in  th« 
room  ;  and  banging  hi«  purse  down  on  a  labl«> 
he  began  to  undo  the  strings. 

"  Not  here,  not  here !"  said  ViHiers,  pulling 
hilt  hand  on  tJiat  of  ()ibbon».  "  Wc  can  get 
a  private  room,  and  there  J  do  not  mind  if  I 
drink  the  first  bottle  with  you;  for  I  atn  some- 
thing lir»^l  with  my  Jay's  work." 

Gib)>onK  looki-d  suspicioualy  at  Uim  for  a 
minute,  and  then,  pocketing  his  niottey.  foUo^ve(l 
into  another  aparlroem. 
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•■  We'll  have  an  umpire,"  said  he. 

"  No,  DO !"  biiid  Villtirrs :  "  Honour  between 
Hnglithinra.  It  U  a  baU  plncc  (o  look  for  wi 
lionpst  wilnesH.  Gordon — du  rix  de  ctiampagnef 
Now  we  are  alon^  dovn  with  your  durt." 

"  Out  with  yours."  cried  the  otltcr,  kwpinp  hi» 
bind  doggrdly  in  the  pockft  wbcrr  hi<t  money 
was  bestowiKl. 

*'  There,  then,  «ui([Mctoua  aa  you  arc!— n<iy, 
stand  bitck  awhile,"  said  VillierM.  takinfl;  out 
the  order  sighted  by. Lord  Stuir,  and  sticking  it 
on  iIk  point  of  his  sword,  which  he  held  (ouards 
Gtbbonii:  "read  that  at  a  respectful  distance i 
if  you  miMintst  mc,  it  is  but  fair  I  sltoul<I  do  tbo 
same  by  you." 

-  i  have  lost "  said  the  other,  ^uffly  Thero 
M  nn  mistaking  that  name." 

ITie  cork  of  a  champagne  bottle  flew,  imil  the 
■perkliDg  liquor  was  poured  out,  before  nther 
IkhI  replaced  entirely  the  subjects  of  their  bet. 

"  Qnatn  litre*,  tnomitvr ;  et  m  paie  sur  le 
riiamp  id."  wd  the  gar<;on,  seeing  Gibbons  but. 
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ton  up  the  pockei  where  bi«>  purw  was  dcposil^,, 
Ks  Villiers  pointed  to  him,  I 

"  Every  scoundrel  Uiinks  one  wants  to  cheat 
fai|mi"  aaid  the  Attomej',  Just  comprehending  ihal, 
he  dcnmiidcd  njoncj*.  „ 

.jl'iTfacy  arc  shrewd  physiogiionusis  iu  Franoejg 
ob»«r\«d  Villier«,  coolly.  "  But  w«  must  Iimh^i 
more."  -,,j. 

"True I  Bring  nwrc — a  doMi^-rJL'y^^liy^ 
sirrah?"  .    .  .  ,  ,_..]  ^^ 

■■  Ma  foi,  ttne  dousaine ! — Maii^^ui,  "wwt:^ 
w«ir."  .^ 

"Stop!"  cried  VilHcrs,  a*  the  agile  waiter^ 
skipped  off;   "  olop,  we  will  drink  thiii  out  lirtili^ 
and  then,  Mr.  Gibson,  or  whatever  your  nam^,, 
may  be.  one  bottle  more,  and  f  excttM  you  ilto 
rest  of  the  bet."  ^^^ 

"  Oh,  with  all  my  heart!"  said  he,  giiiog  the., 
wxamuy  ortleiB,  which  his  compauiou  was  . 
obliged  to  interpret  for  him.  ,^^ 

.\lthough  it  was  the  detiign  of  Villien  to  wile^, 
away  a  t-acajit  hour  or  two,  should  the»c  chancy  ^ 
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till  the  atirinl  of  D*  ChauWs.  ii  b^  n{j'nioaffi' 
lay   iritiun   the   scope   of  his  condcscensjon   to 
qiinnvl  wHh  a  man  so  much  tib  Inferior  in  t^ry 
lualily  b«fit1iit|j  a  gchllnnaii,  as  he  b<>ltcn%'' 
perhaps  unjustly,  Mr.  Gibhonx  to  be.     No :  btf 
might  ^'  Qse  him  for  his  Uught«r ;"  but  to  biindy 
low  wordu  wttli  him,  to  wranglf,  to  bnwl  in  i^ 
gaming-house,  aiul  ilvn  to  MiUy  the  brightnoiN" 
of  his  sword  with  the  plebeian  puddle  of  the  man 
of  Uw,  tipvcr  once  entered  hii*  imagination      He 
would  drink  with,  jukI  ridicule  him,  ax  long  im 
hr  found  such  occupation  convrnicnt  or  pleaxunJi** 
bte ;  but  iimoedialety  he  ccateti  to  ff*l  the  other- 
wi«  Itarftil  current  of  hi»  thought*  dirvrted  fnn&' 
■ta  eoun>r,  that  imttant  be  n-ould  quit  his  society;"' 
V«,  io  truth,  (att^r,  want  of  sleep,  of  no*irWi^ 
menl,  biting  remorse  for  sums  lotit.  and  excite-" 
mmt  of  different  kindf,  twt  unadded  to  by  the 
stFnmees  of  Lord  Stair's  rebuke,  had  driivn  hini'^ 
almoM  to  deopair ;  and  liicre  were  momenta  on'" 
tbst  evening  when  a  alight  proxocation  woii1<) 
hare  o'erroastered  the  resotutionji  of  (brbcarruw*'"' 
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frith  which  be  had  armed  liiuisclf  apiijisl  what 
be  deemed  the  iiu)K-rliiKiicf  of  Gibbon*,  tuul.  i»» 
fit  of  short-lived  niadne^,  he  might  liuve  run  llic 
oQV>iid«r  ihroiigh  iho  heart. 

Of  Gibbons,  or  hU  connection,  real  or  pre- 
tended, with  tlte  bank,  which,  in  failing,  had 
drawn  upon  its  psrinrr*  such  generul  rxi-cmlioti, 
we  do  nol,  in  ihiit  ]>lac<.',  tnmn  to  funu«h  a  hitlory ; 
uiiintereitting  as  it  would  prove,  and  inconsequen- 
tial to  the  puqjosc  of  our  namttive.  It  iseuou|;h 
lo  remark  t)iat  Lurd  Sluir  liad  caused  liiin  to  he 
liberated,  but  too  glad  lo  wanh  hi^  haniU  of  all 
iinneceoMiry  detail  at  such  a  time ;  and.  to  r^ 
munemt^  him  for  the  loss  of  baggage,  he  had 
privately  went  a  nuin  of  money  which  he  imagined 
would  prove  equivalent  thereto :  bi»  wound,  al»o. 
■ma  a  mere  flesh  one,  and,  though  sufficiently 
painful,  not  of  the  very  great  iniporttuin-  he 
would,  at  an  earlier  period,  liavc  git«n  Villiera 
to  beliefo. 

Tile  champagne  was  not  nitltout  lis  eflecl ; 
but,  uitt«ad  of  binding  heart  to  heart,  or  layin{[ 


Vn4,IKRll. 


HI 


open  the  Mcrrl(i  nml  dismisBing;  tbe  enmity  of 
each,  whw  liad  Iktc  a  nioro  potnit,  though  not 
unitnia],  in(Iu«nc« :  itcxeit^dariralryoftrmpcr, 
each  priding  himnelf  upon  shewing  bow  far  be 
eould  mthatsnd  tlio  hitti'r  tnunts  of  the  othn" 
witttout  breaking  forth  into  absolute  bostititV' 

Both  wrrr  cIpipt  men,  now  brightriJ«l  with 
the  glus,  mm)  nitcA  to  u  piteh  of  Pytiitc  enthu- 
nuni  by  iIir  vpr)'  jjeeuliar  situation  in  which 
tlipy  wrro  relatively  placed,  ii»dq}ctnli'titly  of  the 
single  poiition  of  Villk^^  ;  iuid  tlu- ji^nt,  trenchant 
a»  a  shrewd  Dama.HcuH  blade  on  the  part  of  this, 
rioleni  and  stinging  as  the  bound  and  bite  of  an 
wHa  m  that  of  Gibbons,  reiecd  the  very  spring- 
tide of  their  gall  until  it  nearly  btirst  ib  houiKi* ; 
but  again  the  flood  subsided,  and  the  k«-n  en- 
counter of  their  wit  turned  and  led  them  towanb 
a  ivot  Ims  dangerous  shore, — it  was  that  of  play- 
There  was  defiance  added  to  taunt ;  tlicre  wtu 
migltty  temptation  to  a  favourite  purttiit ;  and. 
AS  though  he  knew  the  abwiluto  truth,  thi-re  wtm 
>  floubt  thrown  out  by  Qibbons  if  (he  money  tw 
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boasted  wan  Ituii  of  Villterit.  or  th»  propeny  of 
Aw  master.  The  word  was  «Dough,~-aU  Iiin 
IlijU  blood  mounted  iDtoaflamv;  iind,  wilb  n 
glad  slioiit  of  fury,  as  tim  twcoiu)  bottk  waonl., 
hff  mt  himself  to  the  grateful  task  of  ruining  hi*' 
opponent.  :/ 

If  winning  every  lo\iis  that  Gibbons  liiu)  aboiil 
hin  could  hfi  w  nlyled, — if  lettdiug  him  bark 
part  of  hia  onii,  itlrippinf;  luiii  uguiii  of  <li^i  his 
diamond  ring,  his  watctl.  e^ery  lliing  ihal  p<-r-i 
iwiipd  to  hiro.  in  short,  coidd  constilut«  tiw  fup 
neoa  of  aenite  to  Midi  a  [Jiraitf,  Villiora  quicklyi 
HoootnpliKbed  (ho  niin  of  his  adversary.  The 
exqui^te  tact,  the  superior  play  which  at  vaeJi 
moment  of  tikc  gam«  ho  nhewed,  was  such  am.- 
Gibbons  had  ne\-er  before  been  exposed  to,  and 
hi*  ragi-  at  loeiug  was  proportionate  to  the  coo- 
fidencp  wilh  which  he  Htartrd,  dcMgiiing  biii  to 
win  and  triumph.  hit*  play  wa.4  good,  but 
merely  iiothiog  in  the  scale  against  the  finished 
fowign  ttcicoce  of  Villicrs,  trim,  be  it  said,  had 
oover  yet  descended   to  avail   himself   of  aiiyi^ 


nipvriority  from  unfiiir^Viii^.  Witli  all  bbi 
brillioai  imIciiI.  he  hikd,  vrilh  but  fru-  excfpitons, 
>*x|wrinirKl  tliraugh  a  life  of  ^lamin^  the  wont 
poniblr  niru  of  lurk,  antl  tlirae,  combinM)  with 
hone«)r.  muferMl  hint  an  iiiu>qtiiil  m:i(ch  for  the 
iM-fiinouB  ^me^tem  of  ParU  and  otlier  {>la(«»b- 
btneo  ItM  onu  ruin. 

Haun^  ni»t]«^  him  a  bpfgar,  as  he  b^ieved;' 
VillitTK  RMc,  and  hr  a  minute  stood  pirrcinf;  lib 
laiK  ailv(>r«ar\'  nith  an  eaf  le  glance  of  evultHtton. 
H«  laiighed  lowly  a»  iIh-  other  almmt  tore  hiA 
hair,  and  bIIowmI  him  to  exhaust  Mwy  expletive 
in  the  t-ocabulary  of  injurious  reproach.  Thrn. 
taking  from  ltu>  porket  (Im-  « hole  that  \va  Imd 
w«n.  be  ihruM  it  tnvT  to  the  asUHusbed  Gibbons 
with  di«lain.  Scarcely,  ag  yvt,  votnpn-hending 
what  he  meant,  woncbr  luul  tumMl  the  frantic 
man  iniu  tlM'tlillne^ts  of  tnarble;  but,  with  a  laugli 
alnioMt  hvAterinil.  Im>  quickly  grasped  that  wealth 
he  had  (he  moment  before  imagined  lost  for 
nor,  VfC  >till  ae«mnl  to  hesitate  wh^-alu-r  lie 
shouldi  reolMm  tlw  whole.  b   rit  i^*^ 
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"  Tvke  it,"  cried  Villiers,  fiercely,  ■'  lake  your 
vile  trash."  Think  yovi  thai  I  will  iik-  ymr 
hurtl'gotti.>n  money  ?  Take  it  without  fear- 
without  !icni])lc.  Go  ;  aod  henccforlh  bewtin- 
whom  you  accu»e  of  dishonesty," 

This  WSH  fiilsc  glory  in  Villii'M  ;  jtt,  if  it  in- 
lo^iicated,  it  senecl  him  also  for  a  spar? ;  but  too 
long  he  staid  to  gloat  upon  the  man  whom  he 
had  humbled,  and  a  second  chullonf^,  with  a 
glistening  lieap  daslied  ilown,  onre  more  rivetted 
him  to  the  xpol.  Contidrnt  of  nucceas,  he  became 
careless,  he  lost  his  play  and  his  temper ;  his 
luck  took  iis  ancient  turn  ;  be  was  hiniseir  the 
beggar  that  an  hour  before  had  :>c«Q  Gibboits. 
Ruin  had  come  noitieleiuly  upon  him  with  iis 
stealthy  step,  and  before  he  thought  his  wealth 
half  gone,  he  demanded  to  double  the  whole 
slukc  before  lost,  when  behold  the  money  of  De 
Chaulnes  had  fairly  VHaixlicd — fairly ;  and,  with 
the  counlenancc  rather  of  n  glutted  tiger  thjin  a 
human  )>^iiif;.  Gibbons  now  held  his  wiiiRings  up 
before  Villien,  and  ne;irly  thrust  them  in  his  faco- 
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"  DhIiux  I  say  I  nouM  bcivTeng«l?"wTi!iiRU>d 
he,  wirh  »  ih-vilUli  luu<;)t. 

But  the  \ictiin  of  hla  own  neaktieait  lieani  him 
not.  Glaring  a^hw^t  upon  vacancy  as  hv  rose, 
hik  ttmughiH  crom-dwl  buck  on  Uie  brgin  witli 
fearful  rapidity :  li<>  rnnemboretl  ihe  loMt  «pi>ech 
of  Stair  ;  he  remembered  liis  mined  reputation 
with  a  |>atron  whom  lie  Imed ;  he  reinemb«9«d 
hi«  vrire,  who,  tlirougb  all  the  lon^  career  of  di>- 
nftaiioR,  had  siill  belivvt^l  liim  hoaotiruble ;  hix 
ton  (oo,  who,  Trhen  be  grew  uji.  would  learn  lo 
jeoff  at  and  abhor  a  parent  void  of  shame :  he 
ihuuf^it  of  all  tliif,  and  despair  seized  him 
Raising  his  clenched  hands  lo  his  forvhead,  be 
runhed  wildly  out  into  tJie  obitcurity  of  night, 
■od  Raided  up  life  to  the  deetrayiog  angeL 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Aie«  ki  i^ndt-panni,  3  y  ■  as  point  dtliot  1  mtotftt  | 

Anon, 


And  now  a  fon^  fttrvwrll  to  Francp,— lon^.  and 
prrhiips  for  i-\pr  !  I.niitl  where  the  ii*c  of 
jmJousv.  planted  of  old  bctirc^n  two  mi^hTy 
nation*,  Mticur  in  placi",  aiid,  kbit  a  tlitnil  of  famr, 
so  disuni  in  all  things  else,  sfill  flotiriithes  with 
itfl  ancieni  prid^,  fEirrwoll  I  What,  though  a 
)>ri)li»itl  blo»!>om  det-ks  itjt  boughs, — tlur  bitter 
fruit  of  rivalry  may  j-et  hang  thereon.  Wlwt, 
tliough  the  link  of  friendithip  be  strong  to  vien,^ 
that  link  may  "oon  provT  nwtitl  to  tlte  Iwart,  »nd 
Gaul,  another  "  star  in  the  same  heminphere." 
plajp  Uod^ur  to  our  Hal  I 
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Bill  kI  lb«  lime  ofwhiFli  w<^  Irrat  thrri'  was 
small  risk  of  Mtcl)  :  tlie  glory  of  ibe  Ontnd 
Monarqtte  had  Trolhed  aivl  rritu-ml  ilwlf  away ; 
\w  had  iljni  Tull  ot  years  and  honours,  and,  har- 
iog  aclucrrtl  tlir  IfCggary  of  his  country,  Irtl  it  to 
indpirat  molulion.  Mau,  rogve  la  gaUrt,  et 
rirf  la  bagaUUe  I  Wiih  Orleans  Master  of  the 
BiMb,  and  Msure|HU  Minister  of  Marini>,  once 
more  fan.-wfll  to  Frunnc*! 

Our   liistofy  nav  takro  an  onward  flight  of 

•QHK>  jmn,  nben  tbc  mki  of  llu;  unbxppy  man 

wtio  »o  mddculy  cloved  (its  career  in  tlic  la^t 

chapter  inusi  be  iolroduced,  a  well-grovrn  youili 

of  eighteen,  «ilh  miirJi  of  his  fatbirr  s  |>ronuae  »» 

to  Epiril.  and  a»  few  of  Hi»  viot-a  us  may  rvauKmar 

■  A«  >  liral  nuiliaM'  aibcia,  boKland  wu  bodndiOl  in  a 
iltU  uf  (^nliluil*  Is  Ibt  Ki-^Dol  ol  FniDCC.  if  ooly  fill  ■ppoivl- 
iofT  Uii  CeMa  A*  Ifaunpu  to  Hat  kijt^  nUlion  u  t1i«  tffc  «f 
■imIw  m  tdUn  K>vra  Id  l»ni  Cw  Um  Rixid  Mtricta  ol  kia 
blht.  Uutclial  V>il*(*,  Uuvmiot  of  Touloo,  reUtei  that, 
tHi%1u>  gCFTCTiinwnt.  lT]r<biiK»,dtirii)(;IlMKpai'  tutminU- 
iMtfMb  Jw  bswl  Ihii^  *a4  Hf  Um  Un^  wnw  of  Uicni  thn*- 
ilatkon  or  130  gun*,  kliudracl  li>  nr|()acl  *ad  dec*/.  "  Thn 
— Iw«l  MMdl,"  b«  fiRf  jndr  DbMtTva,  "  of  RmlsR  (U'li  ih 
iHid1iwiiHo»thiU.'  >« 
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bly  lie  looked  for, — a  leaning  towards  dUsipatiou. 
aitd  a  few  college  raeapadea,  being  paswed  over 
wiili  a  friendly  Rtoile. 

Mr.  Villierft,  the  father,  obliged  soon  after 
marriage  to  leave  England  on  account  of  peeu- 
niai-y  dllEculties,  had  neier  wen  hiit  son.  Thi* 
delicate  healTli  of  hi!*  wife,  and,  moreover,  the 
fiihiation  lie  filleil  about  the  pereon  of  Stair  » 
the  Court  of  Vcrsaille*,  were  lnir»  ro  Iheir  living 
together,  Oitlrnsibly  n  man  of  large  fortime,  he 
wa«  rirluitllr  niiiicd  before  he  sought,  by  marry- 
ing the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Lord  Beaultvu, 
to  rqittir  his  »h«ltercd  cinmmiitaDces.  By  every 
means  in  his  power,  but  chK-fly  through  play,  ho 
had  reduced  himself  so  low  as  almost  lo  be  in 
abaolute  want,  wlien  bis  former  friend  ollered 
hiro  the  appointment  of  confidenlial  Mceretttry^ 
for  ihene  ore  secretanea  who  by  no  means  possess 
the  Ronfidenoo  of  their  chiefs — which  he  wan  fain 
to  accept,  after  having  run  out  not  only  a  very 
handsoDM'  fortune  of  bia  own,  hut  tlu;  whole  thiii 
had  come  to  him  nilh  his  wife. 
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s]»en 
■     bfh 


Thr  nalcH  of  a  century  lia^  moMly  fallnt,  as  it 
were,  to  celebrate  tlie  aituiniueni  of  liis  niiijortly — 
the  Bxe  had  lon^  ccaMtl  lo  sound  where  tlie 
woods  onro  tonrnil  proudly  in  iIh'  i^le — Iiousk 
apd  laiulft  melted  from  ibe  prodigal  hand  of  tbr 
H]>efMlthri(l,  and  sums  had  vainly  been  hesJowed 
by  his  f«ther-in-luw,  lairr  Id  lifi^,  to  rvscite  the 
rnier  from  his  doom.  Promise  ujion  pro- 
-ntw,  fragile  as  t  lie  earliest  entst  of  wiitler's  in*, 
and  Koodly  in  all  Ko^-miiig  ah  the  xurfan-  of  the 
Uketl  mantlets  »»»  giM-n  with  [east  ytua  than  it 
had  been  Mtacted.  before  Lord  BeauUeu  paid 
hrapK  of  debt,  and  »u)>pl)ed  the  crying  neoessities 
of  ooe  whom,  as  the  hiisband  of  his  daughter,  be 
could  not  help  rrgi«ntiii({  wen  after  Im>  hadceuMtl 
to  respect-  But  wo  have  beheUI  their  retribution, 
■ml  1h  um  draw  a  ivil  over  hia  errora. 

The  faiberless  had  not  told  ten  jvars  when  he 
bcTJune  doubly  an  oqihan  in  the  loss  of  her  in 
whom,  with  tus  afTpcliviis.  life  nat  nearly  knit  up- 
Yel  of  mch  dqirivatioDS  will  the  human  heart 
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If  palemal  Icne  and  teiidemesa  could  alone  for 
ihp  bcreavemenl,  the  young  Cbarlox  Villicr> 
asauredly  mel  thiti  conaoUtton  rroiii  Lonl  Beau- 
lieu  ;  nor  is  it  Huqirieing  that  Ihpre  should  aiib< 
sisi  ID  him  un  i:xcf*n  of  aftV-ciion  for  the  child  of 
her  iijion  whom  lie  luul  doiirttl  ainiosr  (o  idolutry. 

At  Klon  our  hwo  luu)  K'Hmt\l  much  Grwk, 
ami.  with  ihc  aid  of  a  good  ear  aiul  uatiiral  1a- 
lenT,  hod  hfcn  ronnnato  cnou|{h  to  pick  up  soiue 
chancf  Kiiglixh.  whii-h.  at  uii  BiiglLth  iniblic 
M'lwol.  is  not  a  thing  of  infallible  couikifuenoe ; 
but,  through  nlialovpr  mpsuis,  he  had  acq\iired 
an  clrgan»  of  diction,  an  Bj>t  choice  of  words,  a 
^•Kt  of  manner,  and  an  ease  of  expressing  him- 
self in  society',  lint  young  men,  years  hit  wniors, 
failed  to  know.  With  excellent  abilities,  but  a 
la»le  that  clung  mther  to  the  arts  than  the 
sciirncfM,  lo  ilie  ttiudy  of  belka  Mlrta  rather  than 
that  [lerutiar  to  (he  schools,  it  required  all  the 
aulhorityof  a  tutor  eodovred  with  full  powers  to 
keep  him  up  to  his  reading  Vet  a  disposition 
to  gaiety,  and  a  vrinniug  endearment  in  iii*  man- 
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Oer,  imdrrocl  tnct  aiul  caution  ncc^vsarr  in  dravr- 
iiig  tlu-  yoking  HiudenI  forward  in  libi  lu^adcmic 
course  at  Cambridge. 

TlmHigh  thiK  it  is  not  our  intention  to  fyllow 
him ;  but  wc  mtift  introiluce  Cliarlra  VillitTs  to 
iho  fwder  during  a  vncution,  on  the  morning 
uHer  bis  srriral  at  Burncl  Royal,  llie  line  old 
plac«  or  Lord  Beaulieti,  which  be  had  not  visitpd 
giocc  lib  iDiluctioii  »t  colle^,  but  vrhi;re  lie  had 
spent  llie  hapin-  yenn  at  chiltUuxxl.  a.t  well  n* 
hli  holiday*  from  Eton.  'I'lie  good  V<-ct,  dcrply 
read  and  thorotigbly  cl<i«<4c  hini»cir,  looketl  tbr 
ibe  Muiw  acqiiircmnntH  in  htg  gnintUon,  who, 
dilTiTiiig  in  opinion  iU  to  the  ix'crwity  of  plodding 
for  ynm  over  \\w  niu«ly  ancients,  believed  hiK 
handsome  penon  and  appearance  too  {veseutablo 
to  become  the  Rpoil  of  m'er-sludy,  or  the  cou- 
<N!tjuent  prey  of  consumption,  to  which  he  bad, 
i-wn  in  hid  short  lime,  *«>n  so  many  fall  rictiras. 

"  HiTX-,"  said  Lord  Beaulieu,  smiling,  ok  tiiey 
entered  Oie  library  togellier  after  breakfast, — 
"  here  you  will  find  whal  bookit  you  may  want 
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lo  osMKt  in  your  puntutta  aft^  knowledge :  utay, 
this  key  lels  you  into  ihi?  Greeks,  aii<i  this  (o 
the  Uiiliiis,  your  more  |)nrlicutitr  compart menta. 
You  n-ill  meet  nil  j-our  old  TrioiuU  from  Homer 
unil  KiiripitleH  to  Virgil  and  Oiid.  There,  you 
know  your  way.  You  see  I  ket-p  llwm  careriilly 
pi^sened," 

"  1  should  imagine  that  this  was  a  part  of  iba 
libmry  ihc  IcuM  likely  lo  be  assailed,"  replied  i)k 
Cambridge  sttidenl,  carelessly  opening  a  t'olume 
that  lay  upon  the  table  near  him. 

"  .Ah,  1  (Itought  this  would  catch  your  ej-e ; 
nay,  you  itced  not  nliut  it  up ;  I  do  doI  prohibit 
yotir  touch."  aaid  Ihc  Raron,  ptilting  on  hi»  spec- 
laeleft,  and  re^rding  with  delight  a  «ii[)iTb 
«dilion  of  Sophocles  that  had  Jiuit  buiued  from  the 
pnn.     "  Is  it  not  magnificent  ?"  continued  he. 

«  Immensely  fine,  1  Imvc  no  doubt,"  aud 
Charleit,  whow  attention  wa.*.  bowCT'er.  directed 
to  the  last  sparkling  work  of  Fielding.  "  I  will 
answer  for  the  safely  of  your  Gm-k  phalanx,  while 
you  keep  itiesc  Ught  troops  to  divert  tlte  rneniy." 
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But  Lonl  Bcaulieu  naa  too  iuWnl,  by  tlita  time, 
upon  the  beautiful  l)-pe,  and  the  fiue  ]>aper.  ihe 
nuLr^inal  iiotvtt,  iind  tlic  splendid  binding  of  hix 
■WW  tnuuurr,  to  nttvtui  furthrr,  for  ttw  niM  live 
minutcR.  lo  hta  gnndsoiL  At  Ivngtii  biji  coit> 
ii>ni|>lai>oii  vaa  distrBCted  by  a  cprlain  ubtbilion— 
Tor  it  could  not  be  termed  whistling — o«  the  pun 
of  Charlp*.  ihitt  gatT  nidence  of  his  tlioughts  not 
hntig  cl(u«ically  lunwd  rliut  ntoniin^. 

•'  WIm-ii  you  wisli  for  tlie  relaxation,"  said  the 
Boroii,  "  you  will  find  your  instruments  and  your 
l^ucliil  in  thrir  old  |>Iim»!." 

"  I>ef«ul  me,  sir,  at  |>rc»enl,  from  any  su«h 
liorrors !"  exclaimed  Charles.  "  Parallel<^>iped.'> 
nould  put  nw  in  a  ferer— 1  should  die  in  thp 
attempt  to  (knioortnite  (be  fony-aeventh  pro* 
position ;  and.  for  the  Pons  AaiDorum,  I  have,  it 
ia  to  be  hoped,  passed  that  bridge  ol'  sighs  lor 
the  last  time.  But  if  you  lell  me  lo  bag  you 
ifome  certain  brac«  of  partridges,  or  put  your 
dieaaut  over  a  five-bamed  gale;  or,  if  you  vioidd 
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say. '  Cbarlcs,  {liiik  me  lliat  ki-y-liolo  acroee  llu' 
room  witli  your  nipicr,  or  wpUl  iiie  u  biill  upon 
your  |)enkntre,'  why,  I  think,  Kir,  I  am  lltt!  man 
llial  can  do  it." 

"  Stuff,"  said  Lord  Beaulieu,  emphatically,  an 
lie  put  ht3  head  almoail  uilo  the  face  of  his  grand- 
800,  and  continued  looking  at  him  for  u  few 
MConds.  "  1  r«ur  you  are  wiy  idle  at  Cani- 
britlgc  i  and  llicsc  risit*  with  j-our  friend  Maji- 
ners  (o  ihf  Diike'n  are  bringing  you  too  soon  into 
a  sort  of  tiling  that  it  will  be  time  enough  for 
you  to  lliiiik  of  long  after  yon  \m\r  eoHege." 

"  Which  I  eordially  liope  may  bu  next  year," 
replied  Cliarles. 

'•  Had  not  Mr.  Ludlow  given  me  a  tolerable 
account  of  you — when  you  couhl  be  prmailed  on 
to  appty  yourwlf,  at  least, — I  should  «uy,  no : 
iiidi-ed,  I  fear,  as  it  is,  tijat  you  will  iMn'iT<)o  him 
or  roe  much  credit  ;  for  yourself,  I  believe  yo«i 
haw  no  ambition  whale«T." 

"Xoit  that  way,  ccrtiLinly.     I  do  tiale  it  so. 
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my  tlmr  gnndfatliiT,  I  have  react  m}-s<>lf  \o 
<leatli  Dearly,  and  workt-d  luirtUT  thait  any  trn 
mt^  tlM-rr." 

"  Oh,  oh,"  crinl  Lord  Bi<«u1ieii,  smiling,  ami 
holding  lip  llis  finger  :  "  you  are  but  jti«t  turued 
of  eighteen,  recolUft  I  rani  to  send  yon  abrond. 
Itovt'iner,  ax  MXin  an  podMbU*.  It  i.->  uurortuuiiH' 
that  we  an  dow  alnays  at  war,  or  on  th«  paint 
of  coing.  It  is  ihe  ruin,  the  pwitivc  niin  of  all 
tl»i>  young  men  of  the  present  day.  tlieir  not  being 
^le  lo  gn  abrosd.  I  expt-ct  to  Mt*  them  sooii 
leaving  their  halH  al  the  door  a^  ihry  conif  into 
a  room,  forgciiiiig  their  canes  or  their  Kign,  or 
committing  sonic  rxlruriignncc  of  the  kind. 
Wluilii'rr  you  do,  let  nie  have  no  falluig  in  Iwe — 
no  more  about  the  miller's  daughter  either.-^ 
mind  roe  :  no  falling  in  love,  or  any  audi  folly. 
Il  i*  time  to  think  of  marrying  at  si\ty." 

"  You  did  not  trait  so  long,  sir,"  aaid  Charley. 

"  I  ivaa  a  fool,  and — slay,  my  dear  boy  :  you 
will  knock  down  lluit  cabinet  if  jou  lean  agninitt 
itj^if  you  mi^t  w  itii  a  n  oiuan  of  your  own  rank. 
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with  money,  and  connt'xionK  Huitnble  to  your 
own,  atul  who  may  h«  of  wTiicc  ui  you,  iiuen, 
pi-rhiip*,  iimrryi  hut  no  hoity-toity,  flaunting, 
hoydeniiih  uii-ta :  aiid  let  me  hear  no  more  of 
vour  coUfgc  flirtaliona^I  believe  thai  is  the  new 
phraae ;  in  my  time  it  was  conOnecl  to  flirting 
a  fan." 

"  What  tliink  you  of  Lady  Juliana  Upton. 
!iir?"  said  CharlM,  with  a  gr&w  face. 

"Psha!" 

"Or  Lady  Jemima  FrathcrsprinjS?  or  Lady 
B«tty  Broinptoii?  or—"  lie  could  liatt-  c'nn]  tip 
a  hoat  of  names,  each,  as  he  knew,  less  and  less 
calculated  to  mc«l  his  grandfalhcr'sapprobaiion. 

"  Charles,  I  am  not  fond  of  bt-'ing  trifled  with," 
said  Iht!  Baron ;  "  this  '»  one  of  your  old  tricks. 
Al)  I  tell  you  is — no  falling  in  love." 

"  I  am  quite  safe  in  these  quarters,"  »ai<l  hf. 

"Andaboi'c  all,"  continued  his  grandfather, 
"wntr  let  nH^  hntr  of  any  match  between  you 
and  your  cousin  Viola  MyddWton,  who  is,  1  bear, 
turning  out  pretty." 
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■  Why,  sir  r 
-  Brctiusc  she  is  the  g:rAn(l-dAHght«r  oT  a  Ion 
pcnon.  that  i«  why — a  cloth-uwrcbaal,  »ir,  ibai 

"  And  nieoe  of  a  horon." 

•*  None  of  mioe ;  I  have  nerer  owned  hw." 
•■    ■'  How  cau  you  lieljiyounwlf,  sir?^ 

"  Xo  iiMWe  of  Ibiii;  —  liir  motbiT  clwsc  to 
marry  a  man  90  much  beaeaib  her." 

'*  Willi  five  good  thousands  a-yrar." 

"  And  s  red  coal ;  wvfr  irl  me  bear  o(  your 
Ijutiing  00  a  red  coat,  unless  jwi  are  siarving — 
ilini  ■tldl^ed." 

■'  He  doeit  not  seem  very  warlike,  sir,  or  »«ry 
much  of  an  Adonis — what  could  hate  pon^ssed 
my  aunt  to  many-  Mm  ?" 

"  Your  aunt!— lie  wore  a  red  coat,  which 
.  quite  enough  for  her;  besides,  he  vxu  liaiid- 
ae,  an  a  young  maw — veiy  haodMiiw." 

"  Bui,  «ir,  if  his  veins  ran  cochineal  and  in- 
digo>  or  he  waa  made  of  fullers'  earth  instivid 
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of  pinvelatD,  wtiAt  did  it  oigiiify.  if  he  bad 
'mcney?" 

"  Boy,  boy.  no  more  of  thin,"  uiid  thv  Buron, 
impatieDtljr.  "  You  sometitueii  try  nii'  u  liitl<> 
too  fur; — take  care,  Cliarlea,  a  fit  of  ihe  gout 
may  be  too  hsird  for  yoti  yet," 

"Tiralala!"  hummed  his  grandson,  iv  \w 
turned  away,  and  settled  hU  cravnt  at  a  looking- 
glass,  while  hix  cane  diinglod  from  a  jpwrlli-d 
tiiiger,  wt  otr  by  the  moat  expensit'e  lace  niSIi- 
that  London  nouM  produce. 

■■  Come  with  im-,  wliili?  1  think  of  it,"  xaid 
Lord  BeauUeu,  leading  his  young  totnpunion 
into  a  room  that  had  born  his  mother 'ti  favourite 
retreat,  fumi&hed  after  the  fashion  of  a  acore  of 
prerious  years, — tliis  vas  in  1735,— with  pilee 
of  vhuia,  japan  screens,  rich  cabinets,  and  eoelly 
jara— tome  standing  upon  claw  tables,  others 
flanked  by  marble  ittalN  with  gill  and  fliilod 
legs ;  while  the  dark  vrainscotting  waa  relieved 
by  vtiuira  of  crimson  witio,  trimmed  with  gold 
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B,  Mul  the  mcMt  rantaslie  in  «liape  thai  llw 
Oilloo'  of  the  period  ooulil  devise. 

"  Here  U  your  moUier's  picture,  Charles,** 
■aid  tfap  Baron,  tailing  ii  from  a  cabinet  drawrr ; 
"  these  cliomoods  kit  almost  too  ndiiable  to  be 
(nutod  to  »o  careleaa  a  boy ;  bul  it  ww  my  poor 
girl's  request  that  vou  ahould  have  it,  as  xooii  as 
I  thought  you  old  i-ttou^i  to  apprwiale  its  value, 
1  do  not  niean  as  a  Jeireller.  but  as  ;i  son.  Pre- 
»rr\e  that  as  the  apple  of  yOMf  eye,"  continued 
he,  giring  it  to  him.  "  I  trust  }'ou  ttever  mag 
be  starriiig ;  bul,  before  you  turn  these  diamonds 
into  bread,  1  would  aJmoal  nUfaer  yoo  indeed 
pill  oo  a  rod  coat." 

Oiarlcs  placed  the  miniature  re%-enmtly  in  his 
boMMn. 

"  Now,"  pursued  Lord  Bcaulieu,  "  I  havi- 
oerer  stinted  \-ou  as  to  money,  because  I  vna 
niUing  to  ity  your  chaiartcr,  whether  niggardly 
or  tlic  rervrrst;.  I  hate  a  nigg:ml;  but  I  really 
think  you  havR  lately  been  much  loo  extrava- 
Do  you  play?" 
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"  Hever,"  said  Cbarle-i. 

'*  Touch  but  a  card,  and  you  low  my  favour 
for  ever,"  said  Lord  Bcnulicu. 

■■  I  nvver  will,"  wa»  the  rcfily — a  i>r(«uiw? 
that  [)«rbajM  bad  U-vii  ni<-ril  iti  bi-inf;  kqii,  as  it 
wa«,  through  life,  from  the  absence  of  any  incli- 
italioii  to  break  it  od  the  part  of  him  by  wtiom  it 
waa  made. 

"  And  now,  as  w»  d'ma  at  two,  you  had  bdler 
take  your  ride ;  but  I  adtiae  do  Gve-barml 
gates,  especially  upon  the  old  chesiiut. 


The  racution  passed  away;  and  the  Iwir  pre- 
•tumpti(«  to  the  property,  though  tiot  the  title 
of  Lord  Beaulieu,  returned  to  college.  Nor  was 
llic  pride  of  expi^ctancy  wuniing  to  the  saii^inn 
hoy ;  for,  iu  tlie  eiithuniavm  of  the  nioiucQl,  he 
could  almost  fancy  that  the  gilded  vanes  of  the 
light  iniiian'ls  gliltmng  in  the  morning  sun  ult 
lie  dtTxirted,  turned  their  brilliuiit  potuL'*  toward.* 
him  iA  tike  future  matter  of  all  that  wide  do- 
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.  with  it*  chaiifpn^  Mcnc  of  field  and  forcui 
glide. 

A  Cbw  months  passed,  during:  nitirli  t\wy^  vhs 
a  mmral  of  (lir  mitu  (o  llic  miUpr'H  dau^hior, 
wbotn  h»  fvlWw  <-vltr^ii>i«  dcrlarrtl  lie  would 
marry  if  not  prtn-entod;  aiid  thmigti  lat«,  the 
tutor's  utention  was  ilircdod  to  hit  pupil's 
hannls,  while  a  due  report  of  hitt  conduct  was 
Riadi'  lo  i\w  Barun.  The  danger  mteht  not 
bare  been  pn^*ing,  Inil  tlw  circtimslancc  dn'w 
from  Lord  Beaulieu  a  severe  reproach ;  and 
hiH  iniprudeiil  granttton  wrote  same  high  and 
mighty  letters  of  juHtiBcation.  by  which  he  sue- 
eeeded  in  alienating  the  old  lordV  adV-ctions 
from  him,  Cambridge  was  left,  and  Charles 
retired,  a*  lie  called  it,  to  London  Tor  the  season. 
where,  as  the  heir  of  Bumel  Royal,  he  did  not 
want  friends,  or  whatever  society  he  wixlied  lo 
amongst.  A  courw  of  dissipation  was 
'  enltrred  into,  to  nupport  wliich  he  drew  largely 
iiiwin  his  grandfallier,  and  his  drafts  were 
.lionoured  during  life;  but  tlic  offended  Boron 
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steadfastly  adhered  to  his  determinatioD  of  never 
seeing  one  who  had  added  impertinence  to  dis- 
obedience. And  bitterly  was  Charles  doomed 
to  feel  the  effects  of  these ;  for,  while  he  played 
a  distinguished  part  about  town,  the  gayest  of 
the  gay,  precocious  and  accomplished,  the  best 
dancer,  the  first  swordsman,  graceful,  talented, 
and  twenty-one.  Lord  Beaulieu  died,  and  left 
him  without  a  shilling. 
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CHAPrKK  VII. 

•Man.— Com*  ddI  wtlliiB  tb«N  doen,  tmder  thui  not 

Iht  tmtmy  at  alt  Ih^'  Kiwa  litM. 
Orttmdi.    WhM,  wuuld'iA  thou  hat*  ma  go  and  bcK  my  Gw), 

Oi,  sM  a  baar  and  fcoittrniuf  iivani,  cnfona 

A  OMritb  Ii*utg  on  the  coniniaD  road  * 


A  WILL,  it  ii])[)parM)  trom  tim  lUkte.  haul  bcpii 
mwlc  by  Lord  Braulieu,  iiiiiuediately  iiflrr  llif 
Cambrulge  affiur,  leaving^  all  tm  worUUy  pai- 
sessions  to  Mrs.  MyddlcUHi,  thp  »istrr,  towiinl* 
nlioni  he  li«l  oxprrsswl  Iiimwlf  witli  so  much 
inielerai^y.  Many  yr^ira  youiigrr  ihan  her  bro- 
ili«r,  she  had.  in  diildhoocl,  and  a&  she  pfev  up, 
bwD  treated  by  him  rather  Itki-  »  diui^Iiler;  ami 
in  dnpile  of  «  temprr  whioh  nrorly  sel  at  de- 
fiauce  all  the  charitable  rorbearance,  all  i1m> 
liberality   anil   kindness  of  her  aenior  relsliw. 
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he  remained  attfitiiivo,  generous,  and  et~eu  affec- 
tioii»U>,  till  thwarted  in  a  ruvourilc  di-sign,  ridi- 
culous as  it  might  be,  of  bolowiiig  hrr  on  iin 
itnciciil  friend  and  bachelor,  who  perhsp^  Itltle 
dBHirvd  the  match,  when  h«  bocanie  more  inti- 
mately acquaialcd  with  tho  ludy's  disposition. 

After  a  few  l«an  to  the  memory  of  one  whom 
lie  sincerely  and  tenderly  loved,  Charles  b^gaii 
to  calculate  the  probable  amount  ot  the  Myddliv 
tons'  incomis  atitl  the  (-hiincct  tliut  remained  of 
hiN  obtaining  "sometliing  handsome"  from  tlutn; 
"  or  perhaps,"  he  llioughl,  "  Lord  Beaulleu  way 
Have  left  some  paper  tliat  will  yvt  oonK-  to  hght. 
by  whid)  I  >haJI  be  sttrc  of  a  subsistence;  for 
at  present  1  am  a  beggar — a  positive  beieg^ir!" 
and  Ite  laughed  at  tlic  idea — ^the  true  naiurv  or 
bin  situation  not  yet  imring  buntt  upon  hini ;  fbr 
no  man  thinks  himself  ruined  all  at  ouoe. 

■'  X.el  me  sec."  he  resumed,  as  he  threw  him- 
self back  iu  his  chair,  and  sought  aid^tsiice 
in  his  ealculatioiw  from  lh«  gildrxl  cornice  of 
tb«  ceiling.     "  Lnl  ma  sec ;  lliere  is  about  five 
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tliousatul  «-year — that  U,  fivr  thousand  of  their 
own;  then  there  ia  the  Cornwall  property,  aerea. 
sod  the  lead  mine  in  Durluitn — and  the  small 
property  in  Glouoestenthire — and  Burnd  Koyul. 
which  is  nol  10  be  despued. — with.  1  suppose. 
I  ftboitt  a  hundred  thoiMiuid  in  the  funds,  &c., 
&c.,  &c.,  which  will  auUu'  not  far  from  thirty- 
itro  thousand  a-year— not  to  mention  tii«  New 
Inn  on  Houiulon-  IJeath?  What  could  ha^-e 
poicteMted  ray  grundfatlu-r  to  purcfanso  that! 
Well.  1  will  put  up  with  the  Corowoll  tin- 
mine*,  of^— cotne,  Gloucestershire,  one  must  haw 
a  conscietKe : — nest  wc«k  for  the  Grange,  ho !" 

lo  elloct,  he  wrote  to  hia  grail  aunt  u  »hort 
but  extrvmcly  polite  epistle,  announciiig  hia  in* 
tmtion  of  tnakinfr  the  visit  in  a  few  duys.  and 
puttinfc  in  some  civil  aayings  in  respect  of  her 
daughter. 

Hia  ryes  aooii  became  n>ore  widely  ojien  (o 
the  approaching  crisis  in  affairs-  and  ntoney 
mual  be  liad,  he  ivas  wvll  aware,  to  enable 
him  to  ketrp  that   plan   in   aockiy  which  lud 
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givm  him  ronndoralion  »n<I  pretmsion  ba  the 
heir  of  Lord  Deaulieu,  but  which,  wlion  ii  niw 
Uiwoivrcd  thut  lie  luul  not  »  ^lulling,  i*e  trus 
lik«ly  to  Iww.^  fonhwith,  Morcovw,  he  Iwd  in- 
dulgei)  ill  rarious  conceits  and  aira  of  high 
brveiding,  which  in  a  tnonicd  mnn  arc  tu)(-rut4'<l 
hy  forte  and  the  custom  of  ihc  world,  but  which 
procure  »  tKM'dy  oiie  the  dieadvantagp  of  being 
thrust  from  aocirty.  These  before  many  wwki 
he  mvr  fit  (o  abundoi).  It  ih  prutiuhlf,  llum-ror?, 
that  his  dLiinheritaDce  ultlmatety  proved  a  bejkefit 
to  him ;  though  tlic  force  of  itiiit  ur^mvnt  it 
were  hard  to  insist   upon  hia  immediately  ac* 

wdtagto. 

Mrs.  MyddlctOD.witli  her  liusbsad  md  daugh- 
tOT.nras  seated  at  the  broakfftxt-lublc  when  the 
leUrrs  were  brouRht  in  at  tlif  Graugv,  on  tliat 
particuhir  moriuiig  which  was  fruitful  of  ibe  int- 
poitant  arcumtitaiice  of  a  despatch  from  Charles 
ViUiers. 

"  Miracles  will  never  cease !'"  vias  the  equally 
iww  and  sagaciouH  remark  of  the  elder  lady,  a« 
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Hi*  ()UicctI  the  I«lirr  on  ihp  laWc  after  rrndin^ 
ii.  Her  husband,  irlio  was  not  repuled  to  want 
wntic,  except  a«  rcKardt^l  tlu-  y*vy  contnuxi  folly 
of  tnurrj'uig  inr  cotiiivxioii  at  (he  t^xjienae  of  hap- 
pltam,  mU  rewItQg  his  Daily  Adt-erliser  wiiltout 
anawviing ;  for  bt  well  knrw  by  r^xpcrit-nor  iheii 
tba  ili^tMt  rrply,  ewni  in  accordnncc,  would 
bring  on  llw  ar^mmiMm  a<f  iKminein.  nhicli 
111'  )ud  iK>  di>wrv  to  licar.  He  had  the  djaere- 
tion,  therHbro,  to  tvmain  in  a  Atat«  of  unarmed 
nctitnlity,  as  Ills  niftr  commntccd  a  coitVLTsation 
■rith  tiie  &ir  Viola,  now  growing  up  to  wornaiiV 
M(&l4>,  and  from  m()ecl  and  affection  lo  part 
of  heiwlf,  subjected  only  to  a  slackened  fin- 
horn  the  maternal  bnttrrj';  a  line  of  conduct 
on  the  gmtlnuaii'*  xido  whicti,  like  nuM  iwu- 
tralitie*  of  ilw  kind,  by  no  means  saved  him 
from  jjartial  injurj".  when  the  strongt-r  power 
n*iu  not  tiii»dc<d  to  be  othcnviw  rngagHl. 

"  Ho^wAil  yo«ilh !" 

"  Who,  nuuntiia  ?" 

■■  Vour  coujin,  Mr.  Charlea." 
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"What  of  him?" 

"lie  U  coming  licrp,  iiileiuling  to  honour  us 
with  )m  society  lor  b  few  ilaj-s." 

Viola's  eyes  brig)tt<-iir(l  ul  the  antidpalion  ol 
such  comptiny,  litilo  ofaiiyaoil  being  wcii  ul  ihc 
(lull  GrnngR  nnw  llie  clny  that  ita  mitttreaa  quar- 
relled with  her  last  friend  in  the  neighl)o«rhoo<l. 
To  be  Mire,  diaries  had  as  a  boy  been  suffi- 
ncDlly  rude;  htil  well  might  she  ditine  (hat 
otlwr  conduct  ihnn  tlmt  of  boxing  her  ears  and 
throwing  her  te»-thing*  inlo  the  fire  would  dis- 
itngiii*li  a  young  geniteuiaii  whose  ntimc  hnd 

?!ent  its  renown  eien  to  the  nechwion  of 

Bhire:  for  the  finish  of  bis  breeding,  and  the 
gnllani  turn  which  his  demeanour  with  the  feir 
had  tukcn  since  he  came  out  upon  the  world,  a 
brilliani  but  nn  crsjiescent  meteor  of  fame  and 
fiwhion,  had  made  the  reputation  of  the  young 
heir  to  thirty  Ihoiisaud  n-j-enr  of  eonwqueiM* 
to  most  lady  •moll UTS,  even  to  the  astute  and 
B<wi lieu- hating  Mrs.  Myddleton;  though  it 
might  NOir  only  m  far  a»  the  c«re  of  keeping 
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hun   uloof   from    twr   ikughtor   haiT  it»  effect 
upoo  ihi'  raairon. 

"  I  (bdoit  be  U  mucb  iinpnin^"  luiardul 
Viola. 

"  TltPtT  was  imnton*Jty  of  room  fer  !t,"  rp- 
plti-il  her  moltivr.  "At  t*roK-e  yean  olt[  bi- 
mu  iho  moot  rorw«rd.  nide.  di!taffr««able  boy 
iliat  I  mpr  tnpt  ivilh.  I  cannot  think  liow  my 
poor  brother  bore  with  him  so  lonfi;  " 

"  V«8,  at  twehv,  my  il^ar  mother ;  but  \k  is 
turn  inraly-one." 

Viola  fpaml  slie  Itad  saitl  too  much,  and  she 
wan  not  wrong  in  her  sunniso;  for,  aftpr  regard- 
ing her  witli  well-f^gncd  asto»i»lmi«nl,  till  tbt- 
bhinh  thai  i.-ovenHl  her  ir)iei*k)i  Hcidle*)  tlw  chirm 
rase  in  b^r  girdle,  or  any  otlier  unhacknied 
nibjpct  of  romparisoo,  Mrs.  Myddleion  brok^ 
fonb 

■•  Predy  wvU.  I  rvally  think,  for  a  young  lady 
o(  nineipcn !  So  you  absolutely  think  yourwlf 
a  nniijwLpnl  jiid|ra  of  men's  mmts  already,  and 
Mrt  up  your  own  ojiiiiiou  again-st  your  mother')) ! 
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One  thin^,  howwpr.  I  Iwg  you  loobwn*.  which 
is.  iltat  I  (Ipsipe  iliPiv  may  be  no  ewonrngcntpnt 
vn  your  part  to  any  rmrwal  of  childish  friond- 
,8]tips,  aiul  nil  ihiit  MMl  of  imprrtim-nl  abtiunlilr. 
which  nutrknl  his  conJuct  lowards  you  whro  hi- 
spMit  those  unhap]>y  holiilnya  hero,  during  yotir 
poor  uncle's  first  ilhiews,"  * 

*•  ■■  Fni-ml'hip !"  KHid  Vtohi,  "  my  dear  motlnV. 
Ittiuld  nut  U>ar  him," 

"  Bear  and  forbear,"  said  Mr.  MyddlptoA, 
iineonsiHoiisly  ealrhing  the  n-ord,  as  he  routnl 
)iini«e)f  from  u  hronn  xiudy,  during  llie  rnjoy- 
meirt  of  whirh  lie  had  beliicnd  that  be  was 
i^ikulftliiif;  the  luilionul  debt. 

■'  WhiU  i*  that,  Mr.  My<idIrton  T' 

No  aiKwer. 

"  Bear,  you  may  well  say,"  ntclaimed  tak 
wifp.  "  Mr  Myddlelon,"  in  n  lotidtr  tonp. 
"  pray  fji"*  mr  your  attention  for  a  inoniitil  i 
yoiir— llut  is,  my  nephew,  or  great  nepbi^w. 
radier,  ia  about  (o  condesond  lo  pay  you  a 
THt.     1  stq)poM  you  must  ix  citil  to  him." 
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"  I  suppose  K> " 

"  Although  he  did  not  dioow  U>  know  you 
Uit  yru-  in  itmn." 

"  I  fancy  he  did  not  really  recollect  me;  and 
if  Ite  did  it  is  no  [uat(«r." 

"  I  believe  be  has  been  mot/  extravaguni," 
rontitiii«l  hts  itife,  and  probably  want^  you  to 
do  •onwtliing  Tut  him, — or  rather  in«.  By  tin- 
byr,  could  not  you  got  him  out  to  tli«  West 
Indiea  in  a  marching  regintenlT' 

"  Could  not  ^mit'  Mid  Mr.  Myddlcton. 

^  I ! — Will  you  l«lk  wnw,  my  wry  fusetioux 
■ir  t  Then  is  *■  Mcnt  expediUon  about  to  be 
■ent  out." 

"  It  will  not  »ail  for  a  year  or  two;  besides, 
tliat  is  more  in  your  line,  Mary,  my  dear,  if  it 
be  a  secret  one." 

"  When  you  have  done  with  your  folly,  I  will 
proceed  ;  in  the  uiean  time,  1  must  brg  yon  ev«r 
to  remember  ilui  you  are  addressing  a  woman 
of  oondilioii,  and  not  a  dairy  •maid.  By  the  bye. 
I  Ibrgot  to  atik  if  tbere  was  any  thing  in  that 
VOL.  L  o 
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sUipit]  paper  of  \om»  mIjouI  a  hoiiRe.  LciwKtiT 
l-'i«lds  will  no  longer  do  for  us;  aiul  you  imist, 
or  I  ratlKT  »liall,  look  a,  little  nearer  lo«ard» 
S(.  Jaimw'tt.  Lord  T.'  'a  will  do  for  us,  il' 
wv  decide  u[Kiti  (ukiiig  it  liofore  thrre  is  a  re- 
arliou,  or  any  further  rhangc  of  miut«lr%'." 

"  My  Daily  Advertiser  a  stupid  paper !"  said 
Mr.  MyddlHon,  us  to  liimBclf ;  "  put  in  compa- 
rison, probal)ly,  with  ''Hk*  Snuill  T«ik/  or 
'The  Lady's  Looking-Glass,'  or  'Tlie  Mirror 
of  Scandal,'" 

"  Yes,  you  would  »oe  your  own  farv  lliere, 
my  vrry  sapient  sir,  if  you  vien  of  MiOicimt  con- 
se<{uen(«.  Come,  Viola,  we  will  Ivaic  tliis  m- 
ciable  gentleman  to  his  new§pap.er  and  lii«  cold 
coffee, "  concluded  ^!l's.  Myddlelon,  tiailing  out 
of  tile  room,  accompanied  by  her  daughter. 

As  idle  iitopped  for  a  moment  in  (he  liall,  aud 
betield  tlw  gracfnl  figiin?  of  Viola  and  itic 
dark  sparkle  of  her  oyt;  her  l)OM>m  knew  ihr 
pride  of  maternal  tenderiM-KH ;  Iter  finger*  ean*- 
fully  replacing  a  particular  ringlet  whicb  bad 
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trBn.«er(!*M>d  its  boumk,  and  whieb,  \»  jt  •aid. 
Viola  bhook  lMu:k  iigain  in  five  minuKr*  iifter, 
loosening  the  ribbon  with  which  Iht  mother 
now  buiicct  lienwjr  ia  tying  up  the  .tniant  dark 
gloujr  tKne«. 

What  wn«  ibai  inotlter'^  itioughu,  a»  T«ttring 
Tor  thr  moment  wKh  a  liaml  potwd  on  the  nock 
of  btr  (Uti^hter,  while  with  tlic  other  she  auii- 
titOMl  tlw  nusllinfr  ami  volumiDou^  fohl!t  of  hrr 
own  dfcw,  let  paniils  who  hara  beautiful  daugh- 
t«r«  tiuik  themselves  to  explain :  ii  ii  not  for  us 
^o  fancy  the  sluidi-s  of  ambition,  (he  form.^  of 
Is  that  pa»M]  over  the  mind  of  Mm 
Mydill«ton  on  this  occasion  But  quickly  chang- 
ing ilie  expression  of  her  face  into  one  of  dis> 
xatiiifaction,  she  exclaimed,  almo!^  unconsciously, 
"  Vour  father's  horrid  nose !"  Knd  turned  away. 

Now  lhi»  now,  Grecian  r«1her  lh«n  retr<r>iatf. 
wai  oertainly  any  thing  but  horrid;  yet  it  wait 
ber  father's,  aitd  tliat  witx  sufficient  to  stamp 
it  with  deformity  in  th«  eye«  of  otw  who  had 
toog  CMwed  to  love  a  husband  she  bad  nercr 
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resperted. — a  husbantl.  who,  poswsnn^  tmtllTl, 
noufrht  rmiiTly  coTiiicxion,  und  sncrilicod  a  life 
wlikh,  with  many  oniimabl^  jwinis  of  di§[)0«- 
lion,  he  miglil  hat*  passed  happily  in  the  soctrty 
of  a  womitn  more  siiilix]  to  him  in  mind,  tptnpef; 
util  rank,  than  her  ha  liad  »o  iinfortimnteilj' 
found.  To  return,  howei-er,  to  the  now  of 
Viola,  it  wan  [>art  of  an  lovely  a  face,  dntitut» 
m  this  might  he  of  ivgnlariiy  iu  point  of  foattirr, 
a.«  any  that,  with  or  without  the  reputation  of 
belonging  (o  a  great  heiress,  was  Ukely  to  break 
its  won'  of  heiirts  »  wpason.  ^' 

Uooted,  spurred,  and  Bplashed.  Charles  entered 
t])e  <)ran-ing-rooni  at  tlic  appointed  lime,  and 
was  graciously  received  by  Mrs.  Mrddleton. 
He  talked  and  laughed  for  an  Iwur,  rattling  on 
till  hi*  aunt  ww  pleaied  with  him  in  m]uI<!  of  a 
determination  to  the  contrary.  But  tJiis  was  a 
momcntnry  brightening :  like  the  gleams  of  futwir 
which  Fortune,  thai  fickle  ^oddeiM,  »h«l»  upon 
the  doomed  houl  that  she  inlend»  rhmll  ultimately 
be  broken  m  the  light.     A  young  lady  sat  with 


VlLLICitS. 


135 


back  Unrarda  tiini  al  an  ombroidcry  framv, 
aJ  liiid  OH  yi  not  xpoken ;  but  wticlher  she 
dropped  a  nitcb  <m  Iw  <rnt«red,  or  )uid  once 
looked  round  to  scan  ilii>  iUtrrcd  Umt  cn«<mble  of 
the  formerlj-  diaagre^ubltt  boy,  it  is  of  little  con- 
sequvnce  now  to  inciuire.  He  »kcd  for  bis 
couaiD,  and  Mi%  M)-d<llcton  called  Viola  (o  be 
istroduced.  who,  advancing  with  due  precision, 
mode  tlu-  DXMt  gra^vful  of  ntriKi4>H.  and  retired 
oaix  luore  by  a  xigiml  iVoni  her  mother.  But 
CbarJen  tliougbt  hv  ixtuld  ptrcvii^  wiiielliing  of 
tJie  good- humoured  mt^iief  of  old  lurking  I>e* 
iinlh  the  dovDcast  lid,  and  round  tlK>  corners  of 
her  moullt,  as  dw  ttirned  nway  ;  yet,  although 
■he  had  ncivr  h«trd  of  Mich  a  thing,  she  felt 
inueh  of  tliat  sort  of  influence  which  the  vicinity 
of  an  iceberg  may  be  supposed  to  product',  when 
ill  her  motlier's  presence ;  for  Viola  unrestrained, 
and  Miss  MyddWtoa  in  comptuiy.  were  two  vety 
lliBerent  beings. 

"  It  is  a  Had  aflair.tbis  Grange"'  nighed  Charlc*. 
at  be  iTtin-d  for  the  night.     "  1  shall  not  be  able 
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to  grt  through  thrty  (ifij-*  of  it,  <io  wiial  I  may  ; 
and  that  fair  cousin  ot'  mine  is  not  to  be  bcMme.— 
the  is  a  v^ry  stick !  A  vwy  stick,  indeed !"  eon- 
clud«l  lie,  08,  with  B  dMrperate  yawn,  )i9  pxtin- 
guiahed  his  candle,  and  resignMl  hts  willing 
senses  to  the  car«  of  the  slet^-indiifing  god ; 
whilr,  tinroniatitic  as  it  may  ttcem,  aitd  hcraino 
of  the  talo  as  Viola  must,  c«*  tht«.  have  been 
known,  her  image  viMled  not  his  dreams,  nor 
furtht^t'mploy'dhisvrakingthoii^lilifi)!.  having 
fixed  a  (hamond  broorh  in  hi*  lacrd  cravat,  and 
arraiigedhijiniffl»i.  Ihcnext  morning,  he  thought 
of  the  impreHsion  his  fresb  untravell«d  nppnar- 
ance  might  make,  and,  with  an  opproving  last 
glance  in  the  mirror,  prqiamt  to  ilewcend  to  tli« 
breakfast,  room. 

And  a  few  day*  pamtml  without  mnch  com- 
miininiiion  between  the  cousins,  when  the  \-o>me 
^untlonmn  found  the  Grange  less  in^tipporlable. 
and  tJic  Indy  disconred  that  what  sh»  had  at  first 
takon  fur  pride,  conooil,  mwrve,  and  so  forth,  put 
on  by  hcT  fine  relation  u]>oii  tlie  ooeanon  of  a 
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ODuatry  *ilii>.  waa  mrroly  lui>  peculiar  wayy~R 
ilrlicacy,  ahi|;l)  niitiiiM>r,whkh  kIh'  rat  her  admired 
ihui  diilik*^).  for  lite  oontrant  it  ))f«<ient(!d  to  rhai 
wbich  had  marked  his  conduct  tonardi  her  «'heii 
both  were  Utile  reraorcd  from  dtildfaood,  Thi<. 
we  may  wpll  beliorr,  nag  a  ralsr  iilm  od  the  part 
of  Viola,  the  effect  o(  an  pxeitnl  fancy,  whirh. 
not  unwilling  to  behold  evvry  thiitg  aa  good  ii> 
COP  whom  a  wcrct  itiipidsc  told  her  f\w  began 
highly  to  eateem.  clterbihcHl  whai  in  another  she 
would  have  haled,  and  admired  that  nliidi  Nik- 
had  ia  an  indifferent  per^^on  despised.  Bui,  in 
troth,  Charles  had  hitherto  been  playing  it  pctrl. 
the  policy  at  which  was  extremely  doubtful,  tii- 
acmueh  aa  hiii  inltmtion  was  by  no  iloing  (o  raise 
his  consequence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Afyddle- 
tORK,  and  thus,  when  his  ne^tiation  for  a  settle* 
ntent  should  at  length  be  adventured  upon,  pre- 
clude the  chance  of  any  oontempiible  sum  being 
oSeml,  which,  in  llie  high  and  mighty  tone  he 
had  aiEiumed,  it  wax  decided  tliut  he  wwdd  rrject ; 
Cor  not  only  to  Viola,  but  towanb  Iht  parents. 
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uIko  had  thi«  dcrnKinour  hem  ob^rvML  But  hi 
young  mvii  it '»  difficult  to  prr^iprvc  u  coldness 
nM  natural  to  them.  Th«rc  i»  a  firr  irithrH^ 
Khich  all  their  powers,  however  confidently  as^ 
stimrd  or  boldly  seconded,  are  sure  1o  nwit 
beforv,— a  fire  latent  in  every  youthfiil  brflut, 
and  which,  dntpite  ot  all  rcnislaitoe,  will  at  one 
time  break  forth  to  the  detriment  or  reverse  of 
the  posscHiior'it  hii|)ptnt<««,  an  the  asperity  or 
Dinoothnt^s  of  his  destiny  mny  will.  -     '*' 

But  let  it  not  be  thought  th»t  this  ix  n  tale  of 
love,  merely.  Though  such  shall  and  must  ever 
have  its  elVect  on  the  oircumstanres  of  man's  lifi^^ 
it  has  small  chance  of  becoming  frequently  a 
fostered  <n-  a  fa^-ourite  (heme  as  we  run  thrxnigh 
the  history  of  Charles  Villiers,  whose  passioni' 
indit'd,  was  not  likely  to  loul  him  into  thooe 
cxtrii*aptncos  which  commo^i  cvery-ilay  lo»*rs 
are  so  often  jirone  to.  Senatorial  dignity  was 
his  tlarlin^  ambition  :  one,  Deveilhelc*^,  iliMj' 
with  all  llie  desire  or  talent  tiv  mighl  possess, 
wu«  ino«l  unlikely  to  be  gratified  without  local 
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tallucan>,  penocisl  iniporiuncr,  a  namp,  or  nioiM') . 
VN'hich  of  llicsv  w  iu  tlw  lim  Iw  ilniml  lo  obtain 
there  is  oat  mud)  doubl ;  for,  with  a  crruin  pro- 
portion.  oC  we«lUi,  and  aa  iuberent  (Icgrtw  of 
teme  aod  ability,  ()ic  rest  wutild  folloir.         .in* 

Bui  (iine  and  cbaiKV  lauirh  »!  gur  acbmiM, 
aud  wrrturn  all  our  fmouriic  projcvls.  I^m-  ihv 
ftrMni,  tumcMT,  let  iis  alt«nd  only  lo  thai  n  hieh 
i»  iM'forv  us — ill  it«  onn  hour  i-on)«>  ll>eevil  or 
the  good. 

Ony  alWr  day  jisssed.  aiMl  Mrs.  M^ddlaton 
nondcrMl  nben  her  great  nephew  waa  Id  lake  his 
di^mtuni,  or  nbether  be  iutciuted  altogether  to 
«8iabli»li  bin  rvMtdimcc  at  tlte  Grange.  Rides 
atid  natkfi,  excuruiona  hither  and  ihiihiT,  werv 
powerfully  leaaeniiig  the  reserve  and  distance 
that  Itad  first  marked  the  ccmdiict  of  tltr  youn]; 
people,  aikI  u«  ilw  third  {lerMn  wiut  only  an 
iincicnt  f;rooiit.  there  was  little  restraint  upoo 
their  conversation,  wliicli  brcanic*,  hy  dc^rev*, 
more  of  that  irtidiT  and  L'xprettive  liind  than 
wbolis  usuidly  dmigiiali.'d  bj-  llw  term  IViendiv. 
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Earh  wening  was,  ncMerllielew,  conscious  of  a 
Wture,  or  ratliT  »  caution  from  niolluvr  to 
ilaiightrr  :  and  iw,  to  saw  npiiciininm,  or  ppp- 
vMit  the  ovonlirow  of  all  hiT  ])T**on1  plmKurabh- 
occupation*,  new  lo  liw  as  th^y  vim;  Viola,  noi 
too  innofpntly  perhaps,  led  her  parent  to  believi^ 
thai  Cliarles  was  and  would  continue  an  objcd 
of  the  most  supreme  indifference  to  her.  Passion, 
ihm.  if  pasaioD  really  existed  anywherr,  could 
only  be  on  the  other  part. 

The  third  wo-k  of  hiK  sojourn  had  nearly  come 
to  a  close  befortt  Charles  coulil  bring  hininrlf  to 
undertake  the  celebrated  stroke  of  diplomary. 
which  he  had  left  London  for  the  purpose  of 
playing  otF.  He  built  but  little  on  the  proba- 
bility of  a  failure  ;  but,  as  certainty  of  succeM 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  exist,  he  feared  to  tempt 
the  chance  of  breaking  off  suddenly  that  com- 
munion with  Viola,— from  which  he  derived  a  ww 
and  infinitely  superior  pleH«ure. — to  any  that  he 
had  im-t  with  in  the  more  sophisticated  mode  of 
lif«  piiTvueO  for  the  last  two  yean,  with  all  its 


VILLIKR: 


131 


gliuer  and  excitetncni,  kJI  iM  liollowiwss  tml 
pride. 

Cbwlm  had,  a  patient  virtim,  allowed  htai*«lf 
to  he  thrve  times  Inl  over  the  fnrm,  wnongBl 
plouKhed  fivld»  aud  tlirougb  miry  liincs.,  Hr 
had  commended  Mr,  Myddlo<on'Hiinprovement»; 
he  hiu)  rtilogixcd  his  pignoo-houee ;  ho  bsd  ridli-ii 
into  rajnures  at  n  *un-dial,  which  hiid  aUu  ihr 
ing«niouttl]r -contrived  projicrlv  of  lulling  th« 
•vindo Uirfction  ;  be  bad  seen, and noi  only  seva, 
Hw  various  breeds  of  hog  :  he  bud  felt  the  oxen, 
mm]  paltnl  tlie  lame  btiU,  Troni  which  luKi-iuinH'd 
ttncenain  aninuil,  who  hail  [tarlicular  Uajrit  wlkon 
he  was  ttof  "  as  <jiiiet  as  a  lamb,"  Charles  liad 
utaioly  auialed  Mr.  ^lyddleton  to  save  hb  life 
by  digging  liiin  o\-er  a  high  paling; ;  aiul  all 
ibMB  tbioKs  *^'cre  not  rorgotten  by  his  host. 

But  rlu-ir  rflect  on  the  lady  of  the  muniiion 
caiinot  bt'  i<U|>pOsed  ax  very  gml,  and,  at  tliei-iid 
of  hi«  tliinl  w-eek,  Villiern  received  m)  direct  a 
tunt  from  her,  ihaLbe  ma  eoiutrained  to  muke 
arrangemeats  for  Iuh  {U-|>arlure.     He  would  ride 
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with  Viola  first,  and  tht>n  screw  all  \m  coiirngr 
to  the  point  of  allack  iijioii  liiianH>)l  s\ibj«;l», — 
n  Wl  diiiiKT.  a  la.'M  eivDin^,  and  at  the  next 
dstvi)  start  For  London,  nor  look  hack,  nor  pull 
bilt,  till  certain  that  distance  had  sliiit  out  from 
now  thu  hoiue  which  contained  so  much  of 
opponte.— adi  to  hate  and  nil  to  love— an  aconitr 
and  it*  piinsK^'a, — in  »  word,  tlw  mother  of  Violn 
aad  Viola't  aclf, 

Tliu  groom  thought  this  last  ride  stran^ljr 
prulongrd;  but  what,  during  its  conlinuancr, 
wen-  the  subjects  of  disnumiou  belwtwi  those 
whom  he  attended,  in  comjia-tHion  to  his  hungry 
feeling  we  will  not  venture  to  surmise,  Viola 
bluHlted  as  she  looked  at  her  watch  on  their  re- 
turn; and  inimediatelv  quiekeninf;  her  pace,  with 
CharlcM  by  her  side,  she  rode  at  a  gallop  up  to 
the  liall-diKir,  and,  quickly  dimiounting,  rctiretl 
to  her  room  to  prepare  for  dinner. 

llcnitulin^whicb  to  address,  for  he  found  both 
vlill  in  llieir  morning  toftume  as  he  entereil  the 
drawing-room,  with  fluslicd  faces  atod  cyns  turned 
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away  from  racti  othrr  a»  ir  sonte  hot  argiimpiil 
hail  becD  under  dispute,  VilUen  sat  down  beiu-evii 
bis  aunt  and  her  husband  in  no  very  enviable 
UmnmL  '  After  a  hw  momnits'  silence,  during 
nhicli  Mr.  Myddleton  writhnl  in  hiii  chair  under 
tlie  iuflnrnce  of  Mmv  niont  uncomfort>ibl«  feeling 
as  it  seeBied,  bi»  amiable  spouie  oprnrd  a  ron- 
TenatioD  vfith  her  nephew. 

"  I  bare  never  told  you  since  your  arriral,  Mr. 
Charles,"  said  she,  "  for  il  pains  me  to  advert  to 
any  thing  oonmH-ied  with  nty  [loor  brother,  that 
be  did  not  <li^nirt  wilhout  remetnlx^ring;  you." 

"  I  vins  not  aware,  madam,"  observed  ChaHes, 
much  Tvlieied  by  being  thus  agreeably  met  upon 
a  stibjert  nearest  his  heart,  *■  1  vras  not  awarv, 
raiuhun,  that  my  namo  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  wUl." 

"  Not  in  tlie  will,  you  mistake  me — thai  is. 
you  prevent  my  explaining :— « «liort  time  before 
Lord  Beaulicii  led  hiK  sorrmting  friend*  and 
rriatirei,  ho  diarged  roe  to  pay  you  an  annuity. 
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by  word  of  iiioiilli,  yoii  niitirretand, — no  inMm- 
mcnt  exiwiK  to  roinpel  .micIi." 
,((',"  I  uiulerviaml,  iniulani,"  said  Clutrlrs,  inf 
mediately  rsising  bis  expectations  lo  an  un- 
reasonable  heigbt,  and  boning  aMtent  to  Mrs. 
Myddleton'a  argument. 

The  master  of  the  house  rose  from  his  chair, 
and  fidgetted  successfully  enough  with  a  cut* 
glass  ^randolo  oil  the  chinincii'-pitroc. 

"  I  Wiw  aurs  you  ivould  understand,"  said  Mr*. 
Myddicton,  with  a  smile  of  encoursgenietit : 
'■  j-ou  know  that  you  oever  had  reason  to  suppo«« 
you  would  be  1pI\  any  tiling." 

Charles  bowed,  but  spokr  not. 

"  And,"  foiiliiiued  she,  "  your  good  sense,  high 
reeling,  and— and  kiiowte<lge  of  ihe  world—" 

A  boM  at  each  pause  from  lier  nejihcnv,  who 
began,  lioweivr,  to  feel  rather  uncorufortablo :  his 
visions  of  property  fidliiig  swil\ly  donn  Uie  scale 
from  Cornwall  to  Oloui^iMtershire. 

"  Vour  correct  judgment,  sense  of  honour,  and 
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Monomkal  pritMit>lea— "  thia  laM  was  somewhat 
loo  hsnl  upon  llic  suflvrOT,  and  h»  auiit  Has  fain 
to  iliitffuiH-  the  itmilt*  ulic  could  not  h«lp  pUj-ing 
about  Iht  roouUi,  by  turning  awiiy  Iter  head,  and 
Inking  an  iminod«rsite  pinch  of  iDiiff. 

"All  these,"  punue<l  slie,  tiilttng  up  aiid  ad- 
jwwing  him  with  starched  formality — "  all  these 
you  ttav^  b«cn  so  rrnonnnl  for,  .that  it  will  co«t 
you  Iras  [Mun  thiui  it  would  most  ollu-r  y»un|; 
men.  when  1  tell  you  that  yxmr  grandfalher 
■Muned  the  sum  of  — " 

Cltarle«  luroed  pale,  and  Kasped  for  breath, 
whih!  Mr.  >fyiUItelon  bcciinic  M  iidditionally 
nnrrous  as  his  wifn  was  fiti-ady  and  iofl^ntible. 

"  Piny  poundfl  a  year,"  concluded  nhe. 

Down  came  the  girandole,  and  aa  the  frog- 
mmls  flrw  over  (he  polished  oak  fioor.  the  hap- 
less author  of  the  mimrhief  fled  the  wrnc, 

"  Fifty  iKHind*  ii  yeJir,  mailiim  !"  cried  Clwrle^, 
in  amaxeinefit.  "Fifly  pouudii  a  year!-^\Vliy 
1  might  as  well,  nyv,  better  far,  haw  gone  into 
Uie church.    I  slwiddat  least  hare  tuid  I Iw  living 
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of  Stonyland  cum  Bo^moor.— \S'bjf,  ereu  a  {woctl 
cuiate  b  as  well  oif.*'         '  .It 

"  It  is  not  too  Into  yet,"  quietly  observml  Mrui 
MydcUetcni,  >  «wM  mH 

'  ^  Ye*,  uiadam.  bul  it  ia  too  lale !  Siuvly^i 
■URly.  there  inuat  be  aotae  mistake  hero.  Myii 
gratulfBtlter  could  oeret  have  left  tne  in  thikj 
miserable  condition.     Madam,  madam—''  rw 

' "  $ir>  I  am  pxtreniely  obliged  to  you  for  youfo 
insinuations;  but,  iw  rcf^.u-d''  Ibc  unuuity,  yonn 
are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  let  it  rest  H'here  it  tar 
in  my  luind* :  there  will  be  no  compuleMMi,  i.< 
aswreyou."  n* 

t"  Compulsion,  madam ! — At  liberty,  ntudiuit  tb 
—Why,  what  ant  1  lo  UoT' 

"ItiMlly  1  do  uol  know,"  Miid  Mn.  Myddlv-ii 
ton.  rising  calmly,  and  moviiija;  towuidtitliedoorii* 
"btit  porluipn  you  would  like  lo  make  foaukt 
ti)l«r*tion  in  your  drrm  brfoni  dimtor?"  AwLl 
»ho  Mi  thv  room  in  much  «ta>c.  .<t'  >i> 

"  Uioiiier  1"  excliiimi-d  Chnrlea,  walking  upud' 
down  in  a  towering  posuoii;  "diuuerl— i  tliiuk  ii 
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fliavQ  alrrody  gol  miouf;li  to  di^rst.  I  will  ieave 
this  liou«p  iniiUntiy-  Why  do  I  «tny  hrre  to  be 
inwullcd  T'  and  tv  mig  the  )>oU  with  vic4«>jicc. 
But  before  the  lardy  sen-ant  canie  to  answeh 
it,  Viola  entered,  dressed  and  ^mibng,  her  licart 
in  that  inexplicable  state  of  aviation  iJiat  im- 
preuei  ua  with  a  sense  of  happtness ;  yvt  of  nliat 
sort,  or  i*)iy  i(  «ho4iid  U)  nccompaniptl  n-tth  one 
of  iulnoot,  tdinont  iimouniiiig  to  r<>iu-.c\-i-ni(hould 
we  dare  to  aik,  we  have  not  the  hardihood  to 
attempt  a  definitioD.  Perhaps  at  llus  moment 
she  appeared  tiiorc  lov-dy,  more  iiU^rFtUing,  :ii 
the  cyesofVilliers,  than  »be  hud  ner  hitherto 
donO)  or  yti4,  ever  than  »1ie  ever  aftn-wardtt  might 
be  held.  They  had  pledged  their  hearts'  faith 
to  (lach  other,  and  non-,  wlien  all  heroivii  fedinga 
Mconded  thpwt*hrs  of  Cliarlm,  \»  Aaw,  an  he 
believed,  an  iRnuperabli?  liar  to  thi-  pa«!te*»on  of 
her  hand  ;  for  he  vraa  a  be);B;ar !  lie  delighted 
io  the  reiteration  of  Uie  word,  an  Viola  usked  for 
explanation,  and,  in  thi^  exritemrnt  Itii-t  caused, 
forgot  that  be  had  rung  tlie  bell.  ml 
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"  My  borsos  1"  crii?d  Iw  to  tlio  asionisbtd 
scniiiti. 

"Now,  sir?" 

"  No,"  iDteqmsed  Viola,  firmly ;  "  Mr,  Villkrs 
will  not  go  till  to-morrow  tnorninf^."  ■  t 

"To-morrow  morning  ?"  oiiiil  Cliarl««,  trying  10 
speak  comjiOKi'dly.— "  Vest,  to-nvorrow  morning.'' 

"  Et~ca  so  soon,  if  you  nill,"  said  Viola,  a«ll>c 
mail  wiliulrcw  ;  "  btit  not  non*,  Ctiarli'i.  not 
now  ;  you  are  scarcelj'  yourseli'.  Tell  roe— ex- 
plain what  haH  liap{>eii(Hl— our  ride,  it  has  prmwi 
disagreeable:  forget  it  if  you  beliere  tiiat—  " 

"  Forget.  Viola  1 — Dimgreeable  t — Arvyoii  too 
in  league  against  me  f — Nay,  pardon,  1  nwant 
not  that. — Would  it  were  not  likely  to  prove  iho 
Itwt  we  may  n^ttr  lake !  Explain  I  canuot: — ask 
your  mother  ;  but  belicTe  all.  all.  My  heart — 
I  am  mad  I"  concluded  be,  rushing  firom  iltn 
room. 

Dintwr  wm  unusually  late  thut  ilay.  yet  it  waa 
half  <nvT  befori^  Charles  made  his  appearance ; 
and,  iu  may  be  ronJeclureU,  it  was  any  thing  Init 
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a  liwiy  or  pleasant  meal.  When  her  cousio  at 
length  tnok  his  place  opposite  to  Viola,  she  felt 
lite  buminf;  hiiish  ri-v  to  her  cheek,  ax  if,  a 
guilty  one.  at>e  had  committed  some  beinoun 
crime  Conscience,  jndee<l,  was  not  all-approritig. 
Sh*  drended  (o  look  up,  lest  her  face  Hhould 
divulg«  ihe  !>ecwt  of  her  heart ;  but  Itaring  kept 
her  eyes  cast  donii  for  a  <](iarter  of  an  hour,  she 
raiacd  tlwin  at  length,  anil  the)-  rested  almoKt 
uneonwiously  >i[>on  ihov  of  Charlea,  which  they 
mrt  and  Sxed.  At  the  same  nwmeDt  Mrs. 
Myddleton  glanced  towards  Iter  daughter,  and 
threw  ber  into  additional  confuinan  It  vras  too 
lalf>^the  miffihief  vnift  complete ;  an  niliu:hnicn( 
had  tpning  up,  and  the  happinesH  of  Viola  was 
wtcrifioed  for  ever. — For  ever  ■ — Well  roighi  she 
deride  su«h  false  speculntioD^— such  romantic 
ArcadiunstD.  The  days  w«ra  ^onv  when  hearts 
broke,  and  altschincnto  hsled  ihmugh  life !  Xay, 
itty:  welf  did  tliat  mother  think  small  was  the 
risk  of  any  such  catastroptw.  once  anay  from  pur- 
ling streams  and  greenwood  Iree.^-or  wl»en  the 
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foUig*  of  GrosTvnor- square  should  "he  Ihi  niosf 
that  was  fHiniliar  to  Iht  dnugiitrr's  eye,  "irh  ail 
the  Httlagti  ol*  \h  piklncrM,  nii<l  ull  iXia  itdulalion 
of  the  youths  thai  fr«iueiii  thern. 
.1  And  Charles  d«parteit  from  the  Grange.        '' 

,..  . 

■5  Wis  have  eakl  that  Mr.  Myddlpton  wns  not 
Toi^Mful  of  the  service  renderwl  him  by  hii* 
ncplicw,  and  it  may  occur  to  the  reader  that  thp 
annuity -sc hem u  had  birth  with  no  otlier  ttwn 
hiniHeir,  as,  in  fdct,  the  mind  of  Lord  Bt-aiilit^ti 
was  too  far  gon^,  wh«n  his  nister  was  prc-!M?nl 
before  death,  to  comnitmicatfi  any  such  wixh. 
Minute  as  he  was  in  the  proitonce  of  lus  more 
ooninianding  spouse,  he  had  an  inborn  benevo- 
h-noe  of  disposition,  and  though  he  often  quailtsl 
before  tlie  grey  twinkle  of  her  snakc-Uke  eye,  as 
if  under  t)te  influence  of  some  hat^'ful  ftLwiiiation. 
on  this  occasion  ho  snccwtU'd,  as  w«  have  sei-n.  in 
eliciting  \WT  conwnt  Ui  allow  Charles  fifty  pounds 
a  year  out  of  thirty  thousand.  lie  had  originally 
named  a  much  larger  sum,  but  was  bmtou  back 


ntLIEKS. 


m 


to  lite  piuanc«  namnl .-  nor,  when  it  is  Xakea  into 
ngim(lrn»iaa  lluit  Villirrs  nns  liillirrlo  tbe  un> 
(louiiled  heir  to  the  whole  )>ropet1y,  wiU  ii  be 
(iHMght  tliBt  siich  an  epithet  is  unjust.  Mr. 
Myddlcton  had  Uikeo  the  most  likely^  oietbod, 
as  it  vnw  tbi*  moei  di'liralr.  ot  oflVring  \i»  boon  in 
n  uuutner  that  would  avoid  nil  risk  of  hiirtui^ 
ihir  rtt-Jingx  or  tlMi  youug  man,  iiiiktuwriitg  of  hift 
purpose  in  the  vtNi.  :  ii 
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TTfHt.  W«  «*tl  for  VFTlain  nonej'  hero,  ilr. 

FliiniH,  U  muDvy  tm  m  Mitain  u  jroui  wailuig, 

'Tweri!  <uro  enough. 

Tnow  or  Aniuitk  '' 

"And  Ihis,  then."  said  Villiers.  an  he  sat  hy 
Ills  lonely  fire,  uml  gazed  at  the  changing;  form« 
it  prpM-iitfii — '■  this  is  thu  tyjii'  of  all  worldly 
hopes — a  figure  1  had  laughed  at  as  a  dream  : 
now,  how  tnic  a  picture  of  life's  vanity  do  I  find 
it!  Like  this  rwl  ma)-*  of  glowing  towers  the 
glorious  structure  1  had  roared  in  my  vain 
imagination  has  fallen  to  tl»e  earth  a  mimbling 
heap  of  ruins.  Here  end  all  my  xrheine*  of 
high  ambition — all  my  nsions  of  greatni-iia — 
oncw  extended  as  a  vast  and  fertile  plain,  now 
burnt  u|>  aiid  parched  aa  a  slirneUed  scrcdl,— in 
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Mdolh^r  iiulani,  from  ihi-  high«sl  liopc  diisbed 
(l<nt  n.  ramsbed  ad  th«  pliasni  ofii  iH-atcn]  alumWr. 
Ttu>  teaate,  thought  I  not  once  ?  The  jail 
nihn- !"  and  h»  laugtieil  bitterly  a  hollow  laugh 
ofdespiur,  "Yel,iK>:  before  thalla»t  of  «-urthly 
ills  ibero  i»  a  sure  it»0DiiT«.  Dastard!"  it^uin 
cried  he,  rising  suildvnly,  "  sltall  I  fly  froni  lif« 
iwcauw  an  unprincipled  old  in»n  makes  me  a 
hl•^^»x  I  Shall  1  rejoice  the  lu-art  of  a  woman 
nho  liiitos  mc ;  and,  in  quitting  th«  world,  but 
i:on^uiDmatp  that  which  in  lirr  xoul  she  would 
relinquish  lialf  her  riches  to  <u;coinpli«li  ?  No, 
no,  no !  Oiarln  Villiprs,  tliou  hast  been  u  fool ; 
but  il  nIuUI  not  yet  txnac  lo  that!  Bftl«-r  (uni 
upon  tlic  sL-omful  in  sticli  sort  as  will  cauw  llietn 
wofully  to  nic  the  hour  in  wlik-h  1  was  made  an 
enemy :  ayv,  liaie  ilw  day  with  a  tenfold  hatred 
ihal  ^ve  tne  htrlh  1" 

Tliere  i»  nothing  like  a  genuine  heartfelt  de- 
testation in  Dpning  up  ii  mitii  :i|^nst  tltr  ills  of 
llif  world, — nothing  Ukc  tluil  feira*  liatc  of  those 
nv  ima^ne  to  be  the  cause  of  our  diKomTiture. 
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'Ihe  principle  Ia  bad,  and  as  nieh  i*  to  br 
lanieuied,  btit  it  a  true  and  s^f^exiatent ;  and. 
moretn'er,  atl  our  philosophy  is  iiisufficimit  to 
weTcome  the  feeling,  although  we  may  try  to 
smother  it,  and  wen  in  apix-aranw  succeed. 
We  hate  aa  bitterly  no  less ;  and  till  time  shall 
have  assiHlcd  to  exhaunl.  with  il«  own  voliemencr, 
the  bad  passion  that  biimi  us  tip,  wc  tnuat  huRVm-. 
It  may  be  said  that  u  Chriatian  ainnot  knovr  litis 
f«eliiig  :  douhtful.  Hf.  nill  Mniv  a^iiiM  ihe 
i^irring  (leiiion  within,  lii>  will  forh<!ar,  he  will 
die  nith  ihe  etlbrt  he  tthall  make,  or  he  will 
OTercome  the  tempter  ;  hut/tel  he  must. 

And  Villiers  revelled  in  the  idea  ihiil  he  had 
secured  the  afTeclions  of  Viola ;  for — and  it  was 
a  bad  thought,  but  he  wiut  not  all  perfect — in 
miirrying  her  he  would  still  ultimately  possess 
that  fortune  be  had  ever  looked  upon  as  his  in 
ptTKpcctivc,  and  thus  at  once  gratify  both  love 
and  vengeunce. 

The  sum  he  w^  h4>iic«>forward  tn  «ubMisl  on 
would,  indeed,  appear  to  so  extravagant  a  youth. 
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barely  Etifficirnt  to  support  nature ;  yet  it  was  ooe 
on  which  the  son  of  many  »  high-born  gt-ntlc- 
maii  has  bern  fain  to  comnu-nico  hi.i  vtny  in  n 
world  coid,  unpitying.  and  on«n  ntiM-ile  of  rrtuni 
Tor  the  principal  laid  out — a  principal  made  up 
of  induKlry,  of  lalrnt,  of  personal  sacri6oe.  per- 
liapt  of  brallh  pn-cioibi  and  never  to  be  rfgiiinrtl ; 
nay,  tlMinr  t«  no  equivalent  return  for  that  ad- 
tvRturc.  suppooiug  tlie  aim  and  atubiiioii  of  thv 

h^art  gratified  to  its  utmost  critving  :  slill,  onm 
as  the  Htil  in  which  iro  sow  the  mvA  of  labour  i§ 
banco  of  the  nished-for  hanc^,  talent,  pcrse- 
v«rance,  tunreoHed  puiience  of  the  frowns  of 
fortune,  unyipldiuf;  firmness  in  the  resistance  of 
her  attacks,  will  lead  and  light  the  impoverii'hcd 
man  to  tlie  mmmil  of  h!«  glory,  anJ  place  him 
Gnt  in  real  merit  as  in  reputation,  amongit  those 
who  Imve  climlird  the  height  by  easier  path*. 

Not  al  Gnt  did  this  thought  strike  Villten; 
nor  indeed  was  it  likely  that,  honestly  and 
honourably  dispowd  as  he  might  be,  in  the 
eotnmon  acocptiition  of  those  terms,  and  high- 

VOL.   L  B 


i 


VILLI  BR«. 


mln(te<l  as  wp  hope  he  may  yet  prove  himself, 
he  could,  all  itt  once,  bring  bis  baughly  irto- 
mach  to  tho  rfsolution  of  duily  Uboiir,  cither 
of  h«a(l  or  hand,  for  ihe  luwlful  »taff  of  life. 
Neatber  mu»t  we  thtok  less  charitably  of  him 
for  accepting  the  suppoBed  annkiity  of  Lord 
Beaulieu  through  the  hands  of  his  aunt,  a  me- 
diun  ho  h»UHl,  an  it  w»  but  an  aln»,  the 
whole  comudered,  which  ho  would  have  epvmeU, 
and  begged  to  Bupport  exisicnce  rather  than 
a«cppt.  had  the  tnilh  eivr  ilatihed  upon  his 
mind. 

This  may,  at  a  cursory  view,  be  considi-red 
gut  Acarcely  recoiK-ilealilc  with  liis  previous  reso- 
lution, of  »eeldng  to  kharc  properly  with  the 
Myddletons,  to  which  he  bad  no  ostensible 
right;  but  the  motive  that  should  indue*  them 
(o  make  over  to  him  a  pur*  of  that  wealth,  of 
which  he  was  for  years  consitlcred  (is  ilw  hwr, 
woidd  iiepoimt  for  this  fiiciltiy-  Bi-sidwi,  ibere 
wa»  to  be  taketi  into  eoniiiilerulion  the  value  of 
the  conveyance,  the  largeness  of  the  gifl,   the 
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•^ifiercDce  id  quantity,  making  how  grvat  a  dir* 
ftttiio  ill  tl)e  uorU'e  opiniou,  in  money  trans- 
aOioiu,  amongst  "  lioiiourable  men."  For  ex* 
iuiipio,  do  n-u  not  in&ult  a  person  by  odvring 
iiim  u  jKiltry  lura  to  aidf — EhiI  lend  your  ac- 
quainiMneo  Um  or  twvnly  tlunisaml  iKiiuidti,  and 
you  rat  perfectly  certain  that  you  b»ve  nol 
riaketl  liiit  displeasun!  by  a»  alTroni.  Agsiin, 
tlie  Muuo  man  fuiU  or  forg^U  to  pay  the  lcM«r 
ken :  and,  pronouncing  bini  h  nicun  uiid  <lia- 
bOiMsl  knave,  you  dniy  him  your  countenance 
and  Mxuety — you  avoid  all  inteioounjc  witli  so 
exccpliiMiiiblv  a  chnriivivr.  Hut  tvt  lut  tuk,  in 
wluit  light  doea  he  stand  who  fails  in  the  larger 
sum— tl  may  be,  he  who  Iiaa  aa  little  incUnation 
aa  poMer  to  pay — and  who  manifests  by  liis  coo- 
duct  a§  Blight  a  (Usire  to  render  liit>  finanws  or 
urcumstanoea  capable  of  n^-fuiiding  ?  Oh !  he 
u  awn-ly  an  amiable  roue—aa  extravagant  but 
agreeable  wan,  who  in  ruther  a  person  of  con- 
sideration from  the  increai«d  ratio  of  his  dia- 
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I«  not  sncli  the  usa^  of  ihc  world; — in  not 
Hueh  unjust  4>stimate  of  reputation  tlio  general 
Hpring  of  our  actions  in  ibe  prvwut  constilu- 
lion  of  society?  By  prcwnt.  we  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  meaning  that  it  wu«  vxvr  olher- 
wise;  but  merely  that  it  isjuat  posMble  futurity 
may,  in  some  million  of  )-eara  hence,  pluck 
V»clter  fruit  from  the  great  tree  of  knonUdgt^ 
whm  causes  iuid  eflcclii  sliiUl  be  diftcrcnl,  utut 
the  organisation  of  the  act»  of  mankind  nhall, 
from  highest  to  lowest,  have  undergCMie  a  moral 
revolution. 

*■  Agree,  then,  that  if  such  is  the  pn-sent  unage 
of  the  world,  Villiors,  though  we  do  not  admit 
the  word  dishonour,  must  not  be  thought  loo 
harshly  of  in  forming  his  notionn  by  so  common 
a  •rtandiird.  He  could  not  at  first  help  ft>eling 
the  biilenw-iti  of  all  his  disappMniments,  the 
compnrrttive  destitution  of  bin  state;  and  in  » 
mind  so  sanguine,  \\w  rdiections  upon  liia  fall 
did  not  fail  to  have  a  corrt-aqwnding  effect  iipon 
temper  and  dispauiioii.      Kik  onoe  gay  and 
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happy  latiE^  was  qui-Ued;  and,  Tor  a  time,  a 
morbid  asceticism  look  hold  upon  his  miod,  and 
ithe«-<Ht  him  iM  huierul,  thorn  tliiugs  be  bud  oner 
belirT«(l  hiiDself  unabte  to  exlv  without. 

•'  It  baa  be«n  a  bright  course."  satd  he,  "  tbr 
little  all  of  hap]>]r  youth  allowMl  mc, — bright, 
yet  too  soon  run — the  f^oal  too  easily,  too  swiftly 
rattcbed.  Aod  now,  all  the  excitement  otoTi 
wbcTT  wM  tlK'  priw — what  was  it?  I>o  I  iiold 
one  pleasure  it  afforded  me ;  or  baa  the  glad 
remembrance  ewa  of  any  one  trstit  in  my  liGc, 
mticc  boyliood,  rpmiiiin-d  so  strong  a.1  to  Totter 
a  triah  for  its  presen'atioii  ?  Xay,  is  therp  yet 
one  object  worth  entering  for  a^in  into  tW 
world,  where,  us  a  proud  pauper,  1  should  bo 
in  lum  contemned  ?"' 

We  will  not  attempt  tbe  answer  to  this  last 
inquiry;— u  r«^bound  of  the  mind,  which  long 
after — ajv,  for  ymuK,  tiHi  rung  with  all  lU  ex- 
citing power*  in  tbo  ear  of  fancy. 

The  worldly  goods  of  Villiers  went  far  to 
defmy  tiw  debts  he  liud  t hough ilcssly  incurred. 
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He  M>1<I  off  «v»ry  thin^,  and  mnilc  an  equal 
(HvKion  amon^t  Ids  croditom. 

His  house  WA»  quitted  for  a  more  litimbtc 
abode,  and  again  for  one.  niero  unpretnidini^ ; 
ypt,  pxpf noe 'flv<Md«>d,  economy  the  most  rigidly 
preserred  could  not  keep  him  from  periodical 
diiitress ;  und  this  wns  when  his  annuity  failed, 
though  long  dup,  to  Iw  placed  in  the  banker's 
handK,  nrhom  Mrs.  MydtlU-lon  had  appointed 
fbr  itt  ivcejition  and  payment :  the  moTv  iil»o 
to  mortify  him  for  whom  it  wiw  n*mitte<l,  a 
receipt  wai  required  for  the  sum  before  it  left 
her  bands ;  and  this  was  to  p>  throu^  the 
banker,  and  of  course  be  subject  to  a  scrutiny, 
most  galling  and  sliitnieful  to  the  M'nsilit'e  being 
it  relieved.  ' 

"  But  ire  rIiaU  not  accompany  Viliient  through 
all  the  unhappinewi  of  many  ntonlhii  that  he 
])assed  nliile  in  this  eoniparatively  ;ieitniless 
State.  Often  hiul  he  tried  to  obtain  some  situa- 
tion, not  of  absolute  dnidgery.  but  one  that 
nn-cnheleos  required  industry,  and  wotdd,  in 
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the  salary  that  be  varaed,  eke  out  liui  annuitv, 
atH)  JM-uat  to  (Icrniy  Lis  ilvbu  wtulo  it  aup]>ori«t 
hituaeif.  Stich  v*»  iiot  e»»y  of  HtuJnineQt,  to 
ocie  who  (liwUiiMKl  lo  uk  the  rroommendation 
of  frii;iMJ3t,  or  to  f^n  rvfen«oc«  for  character  to 
iJio«e  wboni  he  would  feci  aKhamixl  to  mitke 
aware  of  his  position.  He  was  dow  extremely 
diatreMMl  for  ntonpy.  HU  second  quarter's  por- 
tion wiu  due,  but  iw  order  had  bcei)  receixvd 
by  the  bankera  for  its  payment.  The  receipt 
bad  bceo  no  less  duly  forwarded  lo  Mrs.  Myd- 
<Umod.  Ho  was  obliged  theti  to  ha\«  recoune 
to  a  former  frniid  of  hi»  father*!),  Lo  pay  die  rent 
of  tlte  bumble  lodging  in  the  metropolis  where 
be  had  established  himself,  and  for  which  bis 
landlord  bocojtK-  ilaniorotis.  11h-  required  »um 
was  generouHly  furui:«hc(l;  but  the  lender,  by 
no  means  rich  himself,  and  with  a  ibuightvr 
U)  support,  bcsi<le»  having  wrtuin  appearaiweA 
|tO  k«ep  up  for  hi*  rank  in  life,  it  waa  inrumbenl 
Villien  to  reimburse  by  the  day  proroiitcd. 
lis,  had  the  aunuity  been  paid  tvitbin  a  rear 
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Mnabli'  time,  tic  had  been  easily  abl«  to  do; 
but  llic  (luy  uppoinled  with  his  friend  came, 
and  no  funds  miule  thrir  appraranoc  from  Mrs.' 
Myddleton.  One  only  moans  th«n  remained  of 
raising  money  for  this  purpose. 

or  ttuue  who,  with  all  thi^  luutrt  to  relieve 
difitrvM.  know  advrntily  only  by  name;  who, 
nct^r  having  been  in  want,  are  saled  witli  the  f 
plcMurc«  of  the  world ;  who,  borne  upon  the 
luxury  of  springs  to  some  spectacle  or  party, 
whence  tlip  palled  nppetitc  will  derive  but 
slight  salbifa<-tion,^-of  lliesK  slutll  I  axk.  for  sym- 
pathy ? — If,  as  we  know,  it  is  often  vain  to 
demand  such  of  t)ic  enriched  and  now  no  longer 
suffering  man,  nho<)e  iKsut  is  shut  np  in  un- 
kindness,  small  would  be  the  seii^c,  infinite  the 
vanity  of  mjuiring  it  at  the  hands  of  the  former 
clans.  Sympatliy  they  cannot  know — pity  they 
may.  ^Vt,  little  are  Uify  aware  of  the  misery 
which  «nthnU  too  great  a  portion  of  the  busy 
crowd  tliey  see  hurrying  along  by  night  in  the 
obscurer  parts  of  Londkm ;  where  the  needy 
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vmtch.  slinkinff  by  in  shamr.  And  *Hh  n  mii- 
itant  of  lb*   fri'lin^  in  which  remembraiuw  of 
higher   bapptor  days   box   bow   Inr^   a   por^ 
toriu   from   the   glaiv  that    may   betray  sonifr 
wt'll-knowi)  fcjiiurc*,  and  pafH'»  that  loadstone 
of  Ibn  iniiHTable,   a  )iawnl>roki>r'ii  •liop,  whirli 
be  would  tain  enter— tbe  prelude  to.  or  accom^ 
pmiimTTi*  of,  vM  lower  8b»i)oin«nt;  or  ttu-  hun- 
dreds who,  Mtwlcd  to  all  wim'  of  iilianic,  vnter . 
wilbout  rautone.  '^' 

Amongst  the  former  of  these  cbiblren  of  want 
mm-«d  VtlUrn.  With  a  beating  heart  be  turned 
bade,  afWr  pamni;  it  onov  or  twico,  and,  xnni^ 
moDiflg  resolution,  at  length  opened  the  door  of 
a  celebrated  pawnbroker's  io  Oxford  Roadj  as 
it  wa.4  then  railed.  He  looked  around  the  •<hop 
aa  be  en(er<-d.  hanlly  relieved  as  it  VOM  Troni 
olwcarity  by  the  duil-bumiDg  brass  lamp  iltai 
buns  suspended  o\-er  the  counter,  to  assure 
liimM-lf  that  lunong^t  the  two  or  three  cawiial 
nrrtclwn  w)>o  for  tl>G  moment  occupied  the 
«pace  in  froni.  there  mighl  be  none  who  would 
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recogniic  him.  "  Ncvd)cK»  prrcnution,  or  need* 
leaft  temr  V  thoug^ht  he ;  "  all  are  in  similar  ctr> 
eunulances  wilh  Riy»vir,-^p(n'crty  hiu  marked 
tbtm  with  her  curse." 

■•iTherc  was,  however,  a  man  whose  back  turned 
towards  Villiors,  and  hia  face  kept  studiously 
away  from  the  light,  gave  him  the  aj){>earaucc 
of  one  who  was  equally  ashamed  witli  himeplf 
of  the  transaction  in  which  be  wan  enfjapnl. 
He  had,  iu  fact,  more  reaBOn,  though  fear  of 
detMtion.  and  not  shame,  incited  him  to  con- 
awlmcnt.  But  the  dealer.  If**  scrupulous  at 
that  <lay  tlian  the  pre»ent,  of  receiving,  to  say 
Ihc  least,  doubtfully -acquirt-d  goods,  was  now 
at  hb  dcidt,  couiiling  out  the  price  of  knavery. 

Villiers  took  from  bin  boitom  the  pret-iuuH,  and 
now  all  the  remaining  relic  of  a  niothrr's  \oV9, 
her  owD  picture,  and  ofiVred  il  to  llit  brokii's 
consideraiion.  The  old  Peer's  signaiun.',  for- 
gotten by  Charles,  still  appeared  written  on  the 
pa|K-r  Uial  euclosfd  it.  'I'u  l)u«  the  shopman 
called  lUM  altcfllion.   "  Tlierv  is,'  said  he.  "  some 
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writing  on  the  cowr,  which  you  might  not  wi»h 
to  be  lost.  *  For  CharW  Villicrs, — Bcaulieu. 
Burm-I  Ut^l,'  with  a  dale." 

Charles  eafrerly  (I^-nmixVd  il,  his  Taeo  glowiug 
with  shame  at  the  diKlwure ;  tiw  whole  ein-um- 
•isan  bein^  about  as  likely  to  make  any  im- 
pmrion  on  the  ftHJiii^  or  indeed  tlie  memory, 
rthe  man,  at  a  funeral  in  some  populous  parUh 

London  upon  lltoee  of  the  cusUmury  attendant 
officiaU. 

Al  the  name  of  Burnel.  or  Villiers,  the  person 
whose  bock  hiul  IuiIhtIo  bivn  tunu-d,  non-  sud- 
denly faced  round,  and  examined  Chiirles  tvith  u 
scrutiny  by  no  means  pleading  to  the  lauer.  and 
rvtumcd  by  him  with  n  dark  frown,  which  had 
noi.  houi^ver,  the  effeci  of  repelling  the  others 
glance.  This  vca»  oiw  more  of  curioMty  than 
impart inenM ;  but  Villiers  dn-wr  off  inio  tW 
dnper  gloom,  and  waited  till  the  jmwnbnAer 
should  aMenain  how  small  a  sum  be  might 
offer  him. 

•Aa  to  the  dirty  Mrmngrr,  there  was  little  about 


196 


VILLI  CRik 


him  rcirmrkabii',  <-xc*'pl  nn  u{)]tnrciit  atU-inpt 
ul  finery,  ivbicb  bestowed  that  espi?cial  look  we 
may  suppose  peculiur  to  u  second- rati!  highway- 
man of  the  year  1739.  A  alightly-forei^  ac- 
cent hung  upoD  his  tongue,  a*  he  spoki;  ihc  very 
fin*  wonU  tliai  ViUi(.T»  luwnl  liini  utter. 

"  These  are  not  real  diamonds ;"  said  the 
])awnbrokcT  at  length,  addressing  Charles,  and 
exainiuing  cl<»H.'ly  llio  brilliants  in  which  the 
ministure  was  set 

ii  '5- That  ir<  not  true,"  n'plied  Villiers.  firmly. 
.  ;f  IVrdon  me,  I  only  meant  to  ask  the  quce- 
tion,"  ob)ti)rve<)  the  wily  dealer,  in  rallu^r  a  mib- 
dued  tone;  but  still  seeming  to  doubt,  and  trying 
lh«  jeivels  by  wveral  tMta, 

"  ir  you  an>  not  ^ati^ed  that  they  are  real 
diamonds,  and  of  grciit  ralue,"  wild  Villiers, 
•■  give  nil-  back  the  picture ;  1  will  try  to  get 
something  near  it»  worth  from  a  jeweller." 

Bui  tlie  puwiibrokiT  too  well  knew  hij>  inlercttt 
to  allow  the  miniature  to  leat>e  lii^  sliop;  and 
sun:  also  did  lie  make,  tliat  from  the  appcaraiiiv 
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of  bifl  itiU  ^[cntlemaiily  looking  cujitornvr,  it  wok 
ant  likely  to  be  redeemed  before  tb«  time  would 
arrive  when  ho  might  legally  c^pmr  it  for  naif. 
He  o6fWpd,  therefore,  ii  price  very  far  below  it> 
trmlu«,  n-en  aa  e.  pledge ;  y«t  one  that  he  hoped 
would  at  the  same  time  preclude  all  chance  of 
the  plodger'.-i  Ability  to  reclaim  it. 

VilUers  closed  wit!)  the  bargain. 

"  And  iicm,"  wild  he,  vrulking  hurriodly  along 
on  his  return  home, — "  and  now  1  am  degraded 
In  tfatt  lowest  pitch.  1  cannot  now  do  more  to 
disfraoe  me.  thort  of  «b«oluiit  crimo :  I  liave 
pawned — hateful  anti  revolting  term; — I  havs 
pawned  my  n)oi)u-r'»  [Mdiirf,— left  it  in  a  haunt 
of  abomination,  where  not  only  she.  when  alirv, 
but  at  that  time,  also,  her  ton  wotdd  have  shud- 
derod  at  the  tlioughlH  of  L-ntering.  1  should 
hav»  coinM  my  liean's  blood  rather  than  per- 
petrated K>  bue  a  (raiuaction !  Vet,  Aon  of 
thiii.  where  was  the  alternative  f— 'miwry  and 
dixhonnur— KM-  worse — a  priitoM." 

His  mind  rushed  back  lo  the  dreadful  ihoughtH 
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he  had  once  held  nn  to  this  "  last  earthly  ill."  ta 
Iw  bt^litvvd  il ;  and  hf-  rpfleOnl  how  infitiitrly 
more  nreitched  he  hod  ainoe  become, — uid  still, 
rtill  hr  ching  to  life. 

After  satisfj'ing  the  clamoiini  of  hi*  lamllord 
on  th4!  following  morning,  nnd  paying  a  small 
part  of  several  outstanding  debts,  he  repaired 
to  the  hou?e  of  hi*  falhtT'*  former  friend.  This 
waR  a  military  offieer  of  rank,  commanding,  at 
the  time,  his  M«je»ty'«  fir*!  troop  of  Horm 
Guards*,  and  whom  the  reader  perha|i!t  has 
already  anticipated  to  be  Colonel  Thonihill. 
The  obligation  gatisfuctorily  acquitted,  Villivra 
was  about  to  lake  hi»  haw,  when  the  soldier 
detained  him  by  the  arm. 

"  Openly  and  fairly,"  said  he,  "  what  haxt 
you  to  rply  on  for  yonr  future  subsistence?" 

Chnrles  could  refuse  bo  true  a  friend  no  expla- 
nation of  hi*  circnmslancT)) ;  and  although  it  cost 
htm  some  sacrifice  of  pri<]e  to  confe^H  that  be  was 


*  TlMiu|[h  catnKiu:!]}  ktjrivil  Lit*  Gu.\nl»,  tlwar  irvup*  mn 
not  (OeUlly  no  dtti^EMtcil  l:!l  1789. 
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dependrat  on  (be  caprice  at  &ucli  a  woman  as 
Mrs.  Myddlolon,  lie  now  coDcealed  oMhing  IVon 
tbe  Colonel,  who,  etupping  suddenly,  w  Iw  etrodsi 
booted  and  ^urrvtl,  across  iIk  rooin,  cxcloimKl. 
"  Try  her  with  a  ml  coal ! — try  ber  with  a  red 

ccwtr 

Qurles  smited  and  shook  hi^  h«ad. 

"  [''if^y  pounds  B-year  I  —  it  is  Uttle,"  said 
Thondiill,  aftor  a  pftusc — "  very  little,  at  Hv 
pment  day,  wtien  there  is  so  much  change  of 
drem  and  foppery ;  but  1  ilid  with  lesw  after 
once  startiiif;.  AikI  you  yourself,  young  man, 
haii-e  had,  I  tliiitk,  a  salutary  lesson  about  ex- 
panse lately.  The  same  ns  your  fallivr — Uw 
vety  Bane,"  concluded  he,  regarding  Villimv 
with  a  clo3«  scrutiny. 

"  But,"  said  tlic  latter,  "  1  have  no  prcdilec- 
liMi— " 

"  I'll  be  bound  you  bara  not,"  inlemipted 
ihe  Colotiel.  "  Predilection  for  nuch  an  old 
harridan !" 

"  You  mixtake  me,  wr." 
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<*.'  No,  no— I  do  not.  It  was  your  appoaruiec 
T  spoke  of,  and  its  effect  on  Iter.  Oh.  take 
my  word  for  it,  the  old  woman  will  lurt  be  able 
to  wittistuiid  n  red  coat '."  -'U 

She  iji  not  so  old— but  you  forget  site  is  my 
aunt,"  said  ViUiere,  with  a  smil* ;  "  and  it  waa 
of  the  army  that  /  opoke,  when  I  tnentionod  thvo 
word  predilection." 

"  I  know  it,  I  know  it,  boy,"  replied  the" 
Colonel,  in  hiw  usual  iirijiationt  manner.  "  Kveiy  t 
young  man  must  have  a  predilection  for  tin', 
army  " 

Charlm  ma(l«  a  geNtun>  expressive  of  impn-"i- 
tience  on   his  own  part  at  being  tlius  miscon- 
MimL  ■« 

"  Aye,  aye.  Master  Villien,"  said  Tliornhillili 
"with  nu'  at  tout  elbow,  you  may  do  \ay  well.4 
Trust  to  my  doing  the  thing:  for  you  :  I  belief*') 
I  uand  pretty  high  at  hea<l-(]tuirlm>  and  at  ' 
other  quarters  alMV— but  thftl  it  does  not  become 
mo  to  tpesk  of.  Come*'  come,  do  not  allow  > 
littlii  reverwi  to  cast  you  down.     Who  knowt-q 
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but  there  may  be  &  tnUnp  in  the  pock  br  you 

Vaim*  rctnmed  to  hi*  sbotip.  smiling  a.<i  lie 
tbotigbt  of  tbe  Colonel's  tnilitftry  roihusiani/^ 
wbich  would  not  prmiit  him  to  ilnit^iIK^  tlwt  a 
canmanon  bad  any  thing  to  be  preferred  (o  tta 
obuinmeot  tn  the  whole  world ;  and  he,  as  deci- 
dnily  as  «ver,  resolved  not  to  accept  one,  should 
hi*  (hend  ouccccd  in  procuring  it.  An  he  Mttcred 
tlw  lodging,  a  Icttrr  from  Mn-  Kfyddleton  iras 
put  into  his  bond,  telling  btni  that  the  banker 
bad  orders  to  pay  his  quarter's  portion  ot  the 
annuity. 

So  little  of  intervrt  attached  to  any  of  his  pro- 
iv«dings  till  the  eominenoement  of  what  i*  called 
tbeieaMO,  the  two  yt^n  that  must  be  talwn  into 
acfloantns  having  already  rolled  on,  that  we  may 
p*M  lightly  over  the  intcr^-ming  space,  and  in- 
troduce V'illirrs  once  mon^  n*  a  piirtuker  in  the 
gaifltiea  of  London,  if  gAtetie*  they  could  haw 
iitdeed  appeared  to  him — an  impoveristtud,  yet 
proud  and  disdainful,  man  iu  he  had  beconu. 
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and  soninrhat  Hourccl  in  ilixpoiation  hy  the  clotid 
that  had  so  early  darkeiii.-d  his  ])ro*p«:t*  in  life. 
Ho  n-aa  in  truth  but  ill  calmlat^  for  entering 
into  the  dissipntion  of  a  London  spring,  or  in- 
dulging in  expensive  pur.'«uit!t;  yet  tliere  were 
some  that  cost  him  but  dress  and  ehiur-hiro, 
and,  (o  (lerira  tho  admntagcs  rc-iuliiii^  from 
thnc,  namely,  an  occasional  meeting  with  Viola 
Myddlelon.  ho  had,  it  may  here  be  said,  taken 
cure  that  the  iicquainlance  of  xuch  of  hb  town 
IVieniht  a»  wcr«  likely  to  mt  lii^  at  their  houwa 
had  been  a*sidtiously  kept  up ;  ahhough.  on  re- 
tiring from  n  party,  he  had  shrunk  gloomily 
hack  to  the  hovel  of  a  lodging  which  he  would 
have  be«n  put  to  the  ulmoit  xhamc  had  he 
believed  the  peeress  of  the  night  but  imagined 
ilie  picture  of.  The  heir  of  Lord  Bcatdiim  nml 
poor  Mr.  Villiers  wen*,  howw'er.  the  TOr^-  two 
most  diSereni  people  in  the  world ;  and  although 
hilt  person  and  accomplished  manner)*  preiynled 
hi«  ever  becoming  an  iiuignificant  member  of 
wcieiy,  he  waa  nei'cilbeless  uow  uDlbougbl  of 
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•(1i«n  ftlJionI,  atul  u»cn'al!i-A  of  any  ^reot  sen- 
sation present. 

htit  uf  exn^pl  one  lunae  from  the  niass  of 
theae.  Lord  WUminglon'*,  a  neighbour  oT  llie 
M  Uaroa  wh«n  he  lived,  and  now  of  tlie  Myd> 
dleton's,  being  iritbin  a  feiv  milea  of  Burnel 
Ro^■al.  With  iIh-  ]iroip<x-t  of  his  grandfatlier'ii 
property,  umI  llw  hopes  of  representing  the 
county  Bt  eome  future  lime,  ViUters  had  DOl 
been  undJKtin^iiitliml  by  tin-  Karl ;  «n<l  hi»  own 
bean  n-KpotnlMl  with  .ill  tlte  ardour  of  youthful 
ambition  to  tbu  Battering  notice  in  the  future 
minister.  Bui,  how  had  her  fallen ! — h«nr  it  not. 
ladies,  whose  pprfect  banquets  and  trtiose  bril- 
liant rveningjt  nhake  the  vorld ;  whose  appro- 
bation or  dbutent  give  ton  to  peers,  or  dash  the 
hoped-for  coronal  down,  to  be  uplifted  trith  ap- 
pronng  Rmilcs  of  b«uuty  by  some  morp  happy 
coninioacr,-~licar  >t  not.  Villirrv,  the  early 
anpirant  for  Mnatorial  Umn,  had  fallen  from 
web  high  imaginiugs  to  the  Irembling  deure 
for  an  invitation  to  a  ball,— Irani  the  courted 
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itoouity  of  tttp  mnn^on's  lord  to  that  of  his 
countess, —  Troni  tlie  uiticipaiion  of  u  maidrn 
spevcll  to  the  now  not  less  ardently  wished- for 
tite-ii'tile  with  «  lady !  The  great  passion 
ntUKl  viM-ily  havv  l>ccii  ut  work  within.  Lot  u« 
hope,  aUo,  that  no  thought  of  Viola's  expected 
fortune  had  weight  willi  VLllii>Ts  in  any  project 
lliat  hp  may  hatv  formed :  if  such  has  chnncnl 
to  Gitd  a  place,  we  must  cry  shami;  on  ttic  miii 
of  s  century  ago.  But  we  will  hope  brtt<T 
things  froQi  our  hero. 

It  may  be  remembered,  lliat  Lord  Bcaulieu 
mentioned  a  Mr,  Ludlow,  as  being  tutor  to  Vil- 
lien  at  Cumbridge.  He  devoted  a  part  of  each 
•kpritig  to  looking  about  him,  as  he  pli^twtl  lo 
term  a  six  weeks'  sojourn  in  London,  for  the 
pur|)otW!  of  seeing  what  wiu  going  on  in  the 
world,  as  well  as  kee]iing  up  his  acquaintance. 
Ho  was  in  truth  an  eccentric  being;  and,  aU 
though  the  prcwnt  incumbent  of  Stonyland  ctun 
Bogmoor,  to  which  living  he  was  inducted,  upou 
the  refusal  of  Villiers  to  comuuMice  climbing;  iIm 
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ladder  ttnrnrd^  a  bbliopricic.  ho  was  now  paw* 
ing  ridi  by  an  unex|)eclMi  U-gacy,  nnd  Malked 
^untJy  Bbotit  hi  a  coloured  coat,  lienrin^  a» 
liul«  of  tin  priest  in  his  outward  appearamw 
B8  mj  of  t]»  fox-hunting  Inymra  of  his  connty. 
Thin,  bowvrer,  in  London ;  for.  aare  in  the  field, 
hi*  anJTVrwhcn  within  thepn'cinclD  of  hin  parish, 
ns  in  keeping:  with  the  u«a^  of  hin  offias. 
Burlv,  and  bluni,  and  miserlv,  yet  oocasimmlly 
pctierminf;  the  moxi  chantablt-  and  generoiu 
ikdions— t.ileiiU>d  in  a  liigh  degree,  yet  o»v*r 
applying  bis  pfta  to  any  useful  purpoec— bi" 
vttx  such  an  extraordinary  compound  of  Mnse 
and  abflinhty,  that  hw  nrij;hbount  did  not. 
■nuHigH  themselves,  tcrupte  to  lerm  him  de- 
ranged :  while  dislike  of  bis  manners,  joined  to 
fpar  of  hi«  temper  and  great  persMwl  Klrrngth, 
caused  thiMnn  to  HVQui  bin  prRt«nri'  m  a  plague. 
Nor.  when  it  fa  knoit-n  that  bis  establishniCTit  con^ 
flsied  bat  of  two  seniintB,  a  man  and  liis  wife, 
who  wpTp  duty  locked  up  t^i<ry  night,  and  not 
r^Uswod  till  thp  next  morning,  when  he  bIw>  l« 
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out  some  twenty  do^  goats,  apa,  and  other 
brutes ;  that  ho  had,  notintlisliinding  this  small 
retinue  of  ilon>estjc9,  a  hunting  ^stablnhmcnt,  a 
lar<ri>  f»rm-yaixl,  containing  about  highly  wag- 
gons  and  plough*,  but  no  farm  lo  till ;  »  drcwt- 
ing-room,  storrd  with  the  same  number  of  wigs, 
which  he  newr  wore;  eighty  walking-sticks, 
except  one  favourite,  never  tiwd ;  and  two  hun- 
dred pairs  of  boots ;  besides  »  loft  cootainin^  a 
cciilurj'  of  pickaxcj**,  and  u  ihouMnnd  usoIms 
picfo*  of  luinlx-r.  bought  al  {Mictions  ns  bnrgainc, 
and  comprehended  by  ibe  term  odds  and  ends;— 
when  tliese,  with  numerous  other  peculiarities, 
an  taken  into  consiilcration,  it  will  not  be  non- 
d<>rcd  at  if  other  society  than  that  of  the  K^-ctor 
of  Stoneyland  cum  Bogmoor  was  sought  by  tbe 
gentry  of  the  surrounding  circle,  believing  a* 
tltoy  did  that  certain  nienlal  abcrnittons  niu»t 
have  induml  so  vccentric  a  turn. 

He  was  now.Tttrging  to  his  climacteric;  and 


*  Th«  Dime,  tnil  nut  th«  cbiracter,  of  lUi  icnalric  inui  » 
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Kltliou<!;h  wo  conManlly  ticar  o(  Mich  strange 
monalH  finding  some  devoted  bvlpntutc  to  wom- 
vnd  prrplex,  yel  Ludlow  had  nenr  manini. 
In  dtfault  oT  a  compHiiion  of  the  ao^er  *ex,  he 
bad  detQt«d  hU  Bociely,  or  nt  Irast  as  much  of 
it  w  OMild  be  tokntted,  to  a  former  pupil.  Lord 
Belujrae.  a  man  as  faniotm  for  the  excellence  of 
hia  labl^,  »«  Ludlow  for  th«  abetemioiLs  manner 
oritf«  he  itail  long  tulopicd,  iind  giving  hiit  cook 
bigber  wages  than  the  whole  cost  of  liio  former 
tutor's  estahluhmeat  Not  often,  however,  was 
Ludlow  Men  at  the  table  of  this  noble  ImtI  :  it 
waa  betn'een  meaU,  or  av  nn  ciilcrtaiiiing  lecturer 
at  hi»  liite  brcakliist,  when  the  priest  suppbed. 
and  Well,  the  pltu-i>  of  a  morning  paper.  Yet, 
let  it  not  be  thought  that  Betasyse,  jocund  as 
he  was,  ever  beard  from  the  lips  of  Ludlow 
BUgtit.  save  manly  tliough  wild,  correct  though 
humorous,  discourse ;  it  van  em-rgclio  aiid  pecu- 
liar, aad,  while  blunt  and  unceremonioufi,  witty, 
and  usually  instnidive.  Unwearied  in  liis  do- 
txitions  at  the  »brine  of  luxury.  Lord  BeUsyse 
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4g/^td.  u  nrauitinfr  contnuit  to  hb  sparinf;  aiul 
•OBMivltat  acetic  companion  of  the  ilni« ;  ami 
wfilh  both  of  these  men  Villicrs  was  now  a  good 
deal  thrown  togethvr,  relieving  himself  whpn 
tfunnml  with  (he  bnutpurie  of  the  oiw  by  arrii- 
iag  the  lighter  laugh  and  more  refined  society  of 
the  other,  turning,  as  the  conversation  of  thia 
tatter  neverlhrles^  might,  umially  upon  the  plm- 
flurrs  of  ibc  table.  „. 

Th<n^^  na-H  Paston,  also,  a  man  of  imuAiUH' 
reputed  fortune,  who  mi^ht  occEuionally  be  found 
at  the  lioiisp  of  Bi'lasyw,  an  rxhuusled  rake, 
palled  with  the  pleasures  of  th<>  worI<l,  or  rather 
cUsappointed  at  failing  to  realise  tltoM'  which  be 
expected  in  their  possession,  HenpM  of  money, 
■quand<'red  upon  i-ain  gratifications  afTonled  him 
not  the  unknown  yet  hoped-for  bli>a  he  mrdi- 
tatcd  in  their  pxpcnditure  ;  and  the  world,  ran- 
sacked  for  other  enjoyment!!,  which  proved  as 
rain  when  they  were  grasped,  contained  now 
perhaps  but  one  that  lie  believed  might  be  ob- 
tained for  money  which  haid  not  y«4  been  enajed ; 
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"flib  wSSTtie  wtifedlifc  oFa  marned  raBir  "Hut 
loo  Uv«4t  a  doubt  of  thn  ItiippinfM  such  ii  said 
to  eoofcr,  had  tvcr  i-xi-Mrd  in  hiji  iniiid  to  jxTinit 
thi«  imporlnnt  «ti^  to  be  lakon;  and  he  had  met 
irKh  disappointment  in  §0  many  other*,  that  it 
wm*  Hkid  lie  would  ni^vr  summon  ttufficirat  ret- 
ioluiMn  Tor  lh«  (riitl.  Not  quilt'  thirty,  he  mighl 
yet  be  acrauntM]  to  haw  lived  (wicc  a.t  long; 
and  now  dis^isled  with  Hk  world,  after  haring 
afatued  itA  bent  pf\s,  he  looked  upon  all  it 
cxxitaincd  with  indifTiTeooe  :  yet  he  wait  talented, 
■nd  had  been  ai-eonnpUshed;  and,  when  able  to 
throw  off  the  clonk  of  concdt  or  apathy  that 
hid  thew  qaaliltes,  suffirJenlly  agrec^le  in 
■ociely 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


BtMtMiitf,  0  btoaminK  maiil. 
fUnnltd  Id  BruiiL-ii  a.n<l  hroend«  t 
Fantoitlc,  rroliciame,  anil  wilil, 
H'klh  all  Ihc  tiiiikpta  cF  a  child  i 
AnJ  «>'atlh  Ihst  pUynl  t  knaviih  part, 

AndlAUght  the  toD^Cuo  to  trigagtlii:  hviut; 
Obmred  thai  lovo  *u  exvt  blind, 
Anil  Ulked  at  isudoni  of  ihip  miml ; 
That  killing  cya,  anil  hlccdiug  hctul>i 
Anil  itll  tlic  artiUtry  brdirti. 
Wm  \iiag  B^  ex|i!i>ded  tjtncia. 
Aai]  l«ugh«<l  at,  cnu  iu  lamancci. 


COI'IUM' 


WiiETHKB  any  change  of  ministry  atfedecl  the 
Myddletons  in  thi>ir  olioioe  of  a  rc^enoe  it  iii 
unimportant  here  to  question.      However,  the 

housn  of  Lord  T was  not  purchased ;  and, 

an  ihf  liidy  KiiRffcstcd,  the  "New  plaee,  C>ros- 
wnor  Squan^."  was  cleci<le<l  upon ;  vfhleh.  a* 
Brlgrave  wtui  about  to  tlo  wme  few  yean  tiaoe. 
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soon  collected  we&llh  and  nobilily  within  its 
Toats.  Every  one  U  BMtl  into  Groswnot  Square; 
but  hen'  in  fact  our  family  look  up  tlu-ir  abode. 
Viola's  health  had  been,  during  th^  previous 
year,  Bomewhat  delirate,  which  had,  upon  (he 
■driee  of  medicaS  men,  preMented  ihem  from 
leaving  the  country.  Thi?  pmcnt  spring,  hoiv- 
emr,  <trus  amply  to  oompcnsatc  for  llicir  ab»*.>nce 
from  London ;  and  indeed  t^hang?  of  wrap  was 
supposed  necessary  to  raifo  the  young  lady's 
flints ;  for  tlii-w  had  of  late  become  rather  of 
a  penaire  cast. 

Howerer  cooling  the  cfTrct  of  ubwticc  Irom  an 
object  that  has  once  exritod  in  us  a  strong  dcgrw 
of  int«re«t,  pasxioD,  if  it  has  n'cr  taken  root, 
known  or  unknonti  to  tlje  pow»e<tsor  of  that  heart 
in  whose  fertile  soil  lore  may  grow,  nil)  as  surely 
Npring  up  as  the  sapling  oak  from  tlic  rall<>n 
aoorns  which  the  wild  boar  of  the  formt  has  left 
untouched,  when  the  revolutions  of  time  and 
eluinoc  shall  bring  logetluT  thoM  by  whom  this 
resting  has  been  experienced ;  and  howe\-er  di»- 
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pretion,  propriety,  and  rrclitudp,  tlic  wntchful 
care  of  friends,  or  the  comtueDilable  exerlionB  of 
ourselves,  may  prei-cnt  us  from  lukin^  tlitil  tin'* 
of  comlwct  which  vtv  know  lo  be  ineligfible.  or 
circnmBtaiiccs  mukc  even  vain  to  ulUiiiid,  still, 
wf  hilr  lliite  pemainsi  a  heart  ii  vi/l  have  an  object, 
not  the  less  (lesireil  thnt  it  is  secret.  Perhap* 
we  mav  wish  th»1  rbis  were  not  so:  we  wrere 
then  saved,  in  truth,  mtich  tnetilul  pnin ;  but 
it  is  tincerlain  that  the  generality  of  the  hiitnnn 
Tuiv  would  consent  lo  lose  ihis  quality,  and 
with  it  all  the  hopes,  how  ever  ba.*el««.  all  the 
pleitsiirablv  irmcnibrances  or  anticipations  of 
communion,  that  light  up  a  dreary  pmh  with 
the  dreams  of  imagination. 

It  was,  then,  not  unnatural  that  Viola  should, 
on  coming  to  town,  anlenlly  desire  to  meet  Vil- 
liers  ;  nor  that,  on  bis  part,  he  should,  as  we 
ha^'e  iibewn  ihat  lie  purposed,  seek  a  renewal  of 
iheir  intercourse.  No  wtoner  had  the  Myddle- 
(ons  established  themHelvt-s,  than  ('harles  paid  his 
reopects;  and  although  coldly  and  indiSV-Tenlly 
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received  at  Arsi,  iu»  auni  muxl,  ive  kn^n-,  ^ny 
him  the  hous«.  at  the  rink  of  ber  popiiUrity  with 
thtwe  whom  ii  wus  lier  interest  to  propiiiatp,  and 
wItOEU  hIw  Ciuirlftt  had  cnli«tMl  on  hiit  iudc-«- 
cvrttun  pwrpMir*,  wtio«  iitl«n  will  nc^cnlicU'iw. 
in  all  probabilily,  remain  uncited  throughout  our 
hiilory ;  cave  one,  the  grace,  the  ornament,  tho 
raUjitig-poini  of  her  set.  Lady  Wilmingloo. 

VillitrrB,  allhotigh  eivry  wltere  rtccired  with 
pleasuiv.  and  <idrciitMl  virtuully  as  agreeable  »r 
b«tbre  hia  fall,  could  not  disguise  from  hiinxelf 
the  truth  of  liis  bring  non-  look('«l  down  on  by 
many  who  were  formerly  fond  of  hi»  society. 
Tikese  be  felt  be  could — the  men  at  least — have 
trodden  under  fool  with  ioJiiute  delight,  would 
they  but  have  iibcwn  thrroselvi^s  irulli<-ienlly 
accommodating  to  ruwlvc  llieir  variouit  neck* 
into  one.  As  to  the  jealousy  created  by  the 
pUcv  he  Iteld  in  ilie  favour  of  Viobi,  hv  looki-sl 
oa  it  with  ik  proud  Cwling  of  self-gratulalion.  and 
enjoyed   ibe   Butter  of   tbe   many  molbs  wbo 
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ho\-er«d  round,  and  burnt  Iheir  wings  beror^ 
ihey  (lied. 

Kensin^on  Gardens  and  St.  James's  Park 
were  al  this  time  plucrs  of  great  |)cdes(rian  re- 
sort, and  vce  may  percliancc  indul^  oiir  readon 
with  a  |iroineuade  on  ihe  Mall  after  dinner,  if 
indulgence  it  can  indeed  be  called. 

The  Mall  was,  at  the  time  of  which  we  treat, 
a  place  of  much  mode.  In  our  day,  except  at  n 
bal  coatumi,  we  iihoutd  in  vain  look  for  a  umi- 
larly  brilliant  aiioeniblagc  of  ^rgeoualy  dressed 
people. 

"  Tbs  fclitlcting  \ttXa  nhom  )mo  idcI  velvet  bUn," 
Kliicb  then  graced  lliis  noted  walk.  Vet  shall 
we  regret  the  change?  Shall  we  not  rather 
much  rejoice  that  the  monstrous  and  grotesque, 
tlioiigh  oflen  splendid,  drem,  such  as  was  then 
worn,  has  long  since  ceased  lo  inflict  its  cum- 
brous weight  upon  us?  Let  us  not,  either. 
lament  that  our  tranquillity  is  unbroken  by  the 
promeonde  which  followed  the  early  meal,   a 
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penalty  tbst  should  be  rewrred  alone  for  the 
widied.  Conceive,  iryoti  can,  llw  fi.-arltil  Kuflt-r- 
ing*  of  aggrk-vcd  luiture,  vxubcrant  with  thw 
plnuiluDg  of  Lord  Belaaj-se's  table,  or  that  of 
any  other  nuxlcrn  Lucullus  who  may  be  present 
to  the  imagination, — picture  to  yourself  a  portly 
mao.  having  curiously  inquired  into  tlic  com- 
poiition  of  three  counea,  and  dived  to  tlic  pene- 
tralia of  numberlew  blnH,  from  whencp  never 
imied  an  imperfect  bottle  of  that  delicious  fluid, 
rosy  or  amber,  iiparkliiig  or  Htill,  which  of  old 
chanj^  men  to  gods,  but  now,  alas,  possessing 
a  contrary  vliann  in  llie  wahr  of  cn'sU^l  life,  lu 
often  turning  them  U^no  more !  But  see  him. 
gnicelees  Irom  the  ample  repast,  all  hucknun  and 
formality,  buckles  and  laoc, — a  coat  iho  weight 
of  a  funeral  pall, — nhvt  ponderoiu  and  stiff  with 
broodered  work  of  many  a  iniii<len'ii  weary  finger, 
in  shod,  a  full  court-dress,  including  a  wig 
readung  to  tbc  Moulders,  a  hat  under  the  arm, 
a  fword,  the  a-nemy  of  our  fair  oompenions,  show 
up  to  the  ankles,  with  heeU  of  prodigious  aliitudft 
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wad  Btockiag*  rollrtl  Ki^h  ubow  t\\»  knee,  or  but 
met  half  way  down  by  ihat  nliorl  (^•iniirnl  whtch 
is,  to  the  present  day,  said  to  decorale  the  uether 
mm.  Can  he  be  gay  and  tUgag^.  or  light  and 
plcMing  1o  his  fair  companions,  who,  tlicmwU-w 
Geeding  chameleon-like  on  ulmosplMTe,  )utv0 
dmvrn  him  nilhlessly  from  table,  lo  dance 
iittnidanm  by  tjiejr  «idv ;  btit  habit  is  second 
uoture — ihe  aruied  man  of  forioer  days  could 
lightly  vault  tVoni  the  plain  all  mail-clitd  as  he 
was,  and  "  grow  inly  his  sistl,"  upon  the  ciiporing 
courser,  who  again  felt  him  feather  weig  I  it— from 
habit,  also,  we  must  think. 

Receive  our  gratulations,  too,  fair  and  noble 
liulic!<i,  tipon  thedisapjiearance  of  unsightly  hoops, 
tho  flaunty  robe  of  stiff  brot-iule,  sw<'<r]>ing  for 
yardH  in  tj-ain  hcliind,  cxccm  of  sratin,  lace, 
flouncTA,  furbelows,  and  fardingnles,  with  all  llie 
mrioua  diftconifortx  thought  iiKlispeiiMible  « 
ctuitury  ago.  Uui,  oh  !  kecji  u.s,  al  all  hiurards, 
from  nil  alter-dinner  walk  I  The  phaetoi>— ihe 
cuddled  steed,— the  residy  barge  upoD  tlie  I'till 
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w*w,  aitd  Ihe  return  by  moomlighi,  eoodin)  with 
vjh  music,  limt'ly  diapaaoned  to  ih«  euphony  of 
dippiDg  ours— tlM^sc,  lliesc  only  1— Or,  stay,  ii 
loun^  of  ilreatny  castle- building,  recunibi,^!  on 
tlw  djy  %-oluptuous  (urf.  Dear  ancirat  Kail,  with 
groups  of  luOy  trees  to  Ciilcli  the  ^raywanl  viiion, 
or,  it  may  be,  \hoie  companions  trhom  wc  lore, 
not  botsleroiis nith  ill-adiised  mirih,  but  reading 
muakally  from  the  [)ugi'  of  winning  loro— such 
an  the  only  out-door  rcluxatJoiut  ad\cr  »umnicc 
banquet. 

But  still  wc  muM  return  to  the  austerity  of  a 
drees  promeaade,— return  even  two  pages,  and 
call  jtuiindulgetKv. 

There  had  been  a  dinner  jMrty  at  tlie  Wil- 
nunglons,  nearly  next-door  neighbours  of  the 
Myddlctom,  in  Grosivtior  Square— m-iglilioun', 
alw,  in  iIm;  country.  'rhcM*  our  rich  und  rustic 
new  arrivals  found  a  greal  aoquisilion,  aficr  being 
so  long  a  tinir  scpumtM)  from  the  gay  ami  the 
grmt  world-  The  mansion  of  the  CounteJ^  was 
•ttrsctive  of  all  that  might  be  styled  the  world. 


(78 


VlLLlBMi 


nor  exeetlencf. — all  that  could  tnakn  eocirly 
agreeable.  Not  that  amon^t  thu  lattvr  <Ik1  hi* 
great  aunt  class  Charles  Villiers ;  but  to  prccf nl 
communication  bdwecn  him  and  Violn  ehccoiiltl 
not,  how  ounicstly  soovi^r  such  a  moamiru  mighl 
be  tried  In  what  place  were  the  Mjddlelons, 
there  al«o,  «*  if  by  eiichantmMit,  or  the  effect  of 
fortuitous  eircumntaiicvH,  there  also  was  their 
relation— alwap  this  pnn-oking  Mr.  Charlca. 
He  hun^  upon  the  traces  of  his  aunt  like  an 
innibus,  niid  often  was  she  fain  to  lake  a  hand 
at  quadrille,  purely  for  distraction's  sake,  pre- 
ferring trtvn  to  leave  hOT  daughter  »»  his  pwy. 
ratluT  than  keep  his  hatefui  person  in  her  sight 
without  such  sacrifice. 

Poesestting,  as  Mr.  Myddleton  did,  cxtensira 
property  in  his  county,  it  wa«  not  likdy  tliat  he 
would  be  disreganlecl ;  nor  was  hi»  wife  one  of 
those  who  easily  give  up  iheir  claim  lo  thai  place 
which  birth  has  assigned  them  as  their  right 
As  to  Viola,  few  could  be  indifferent  to  her  wlio 
possessed   so    much    sweetness    of   disposition. 
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beau^.  and  expMtatioDB.  Lady  WUmin^lon 
had  no  family  of  her  own  to  brin^  out ;  the  was 
Qot,  tbrrdore.  iinnillin^  lo  hare  her  young  friend 
much  about  ber.  Viola,  then,  was  nearly  ba 
muich  at  tlie  liouie  of  the  Counters  Uii  at  (hat  of 
her  mother ;  neither  ia  it  less  true  that  ViUters 
found  occasion  to  visit  llicre  much  ofteoer  than 
at  his  relations. 

The  dinm-r  party,  having  concluded  their  early 
duties  to  the  table,  had  remored  to  St.  Jamea's 
PariL  Separating  into  small  groups,  they  met 
their  various  friends,  tralkcd  witli  them,  tlien 
jouted  another  knut^mel,  repauet^— group  af\er 
groupi  mingling,  lounging,  or  resting  upon  the 
benches,  till,  as  the  evening  closed  in,  scarcely 
any  two  were  to  be  found  in  company  as  they 
had  arrived,  except  the  younger  ladies  and  their 
CHpcroDs. 

Mrs.  Myddleton.  being  indisposed,  had  for  a 
day  or  two  seen  no  company  but  Dr.  Meade,  thr 
King's  physician ;  and  Viola  was  now  under  the 
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nan  of  Lady  Wilminpon.  Villiers  and  Mr. 
P&ston  came  lo^tlicr. 

'  "  How  can  we,"  «aid  the  latli*r,  addressing  his 
conipaiiioii,  um  thry  <lvsccn(lpd  from  the  carriage, 
"  how  ca»  we  allow  ounelveK  lo  be  dragged  to 
such  a  liauni  of  api.ih  absurdity  ?"  i ' 

VUliers  answered  nol  nt  first,  fur  his  mind  was 
fixed  upon  an  object  that,  araid&t  the  gay  crowd, 
>liU  riTetti'd  all  hi:«  attention— it  was,  of  cour<c, 
Viola  ;  but  the  changing  srene  closed  upon  and 
shut  her  from  his  view.  He  then  turned  towards 
Paston. 

"  Some  enjoyment  there  may  be  to  derive  from 
it,"  said  he.  smiling,  "  though  '  Cassius  U  aweary 
of  the  world.'" 

"  Enjoyment !"  returned  Paslon :  "  I  hare  not 
many  more  years  than  you  j  but  I  would  giw  all 
I  poH»e^  to  have  the  ap))ctiltt  for  »odely  which 
you  seem  to  preserve." 

Villiers  shook  his  head  mournfully. 

"You  ani  ignorant,"  said  ho,  "  of  what  I  have 


VJLLIIiilS. 


181 


undergono,  and  in  my  woUtarjr  hours  lOill  feci,  or 
you  vrould  say  I  was  not  to  be  envied  by  llic 
vcrint  wrclcli ;  nor  would  you  wonder  that  I 
aougbt  society  for  dUlraction."  u 

"  Society !"  said  Pxsion,  with  rontmipt,  nn 
ttwy  moved  towards  the  splendid  crowd.  "  It 
h«i  tew  charniH  for  ni«.  Its  pains  t'ery  far  out' 
weigh  its  privileges." 

"  Nay,  we  musi  not  feel  il  a  duty  jierfornwd, 
or  tbe  ciuirm  flic$ ;  but  a  pleasure  Mougbl  and 
entered  upon  with  avidity,"  said  ViDiera. 

"  It  no  longer  coiwiituti^  a  ploaiturc  for  me,  I 
rapeat,"  said  Paston.  '■  There  is  still  wonting 
wine  charitable  gilX  that  Nature  docs  not,  I  feur, 
poaxess — somctliing  to  611  the  gloomy  void  which 
nigta  in  iIk'  mind  when  it  \m»  no  earthly  thing 
to  hope  or  fear." 

"  As  to  tbe  latter,"  said  Villicrs,  "  if  it  nuiy  be 
■o  styWd.  I  cerlainly  have  that  advantage,  inaa* 
much  as  there  liappeuM  often  \o  be  about  me  tlw 
wholfttonto  apprelu-iiuon  of  four  stone  walls." 

"  Fsha  I  you  interrupt  me  with  your  common- 
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places;  Aal  we  may  all  frar,  perhaps,"  retunwd 
I^ton  ;  "  but  why  not  (ret  iiilo  Parliamiut ? 
With  the  Mj-ddli?loi)'B  money  and  the  Wilming- 
ton's inllticncv  yon  would  find  no  difBculty.  As 
for  me  I  hate  no  ambition ;  nor,  I  perceit«,  liave 
you  :  but  if  you  regard  personal  safety — " 

"  The  ve»y  wish  of  my  heart !"  criwl  Villier*. 
ea^CTly :  "  not  for  the  safety  of  tlic  case :  I  havr 
higher  views." 

"  DoubiUaa  I"  said  I^ton,  with  contempt. 

"  But,"  continued  Villiers,  ■'  though  the  picture 
you  haw  drawn  of  my  interest  and  aeceas  lo 
money  is  a  vtry  bnautiful  one,  albeit  achirrctl 
with  one  stroke  of  the  pencil,  it  is  but  a  picture. 
Would,  indeed,  it  were  real !"  eoncluded  he,  with 
some  bitterness  of  reooUection. 

"TiUiers,  1  haro  had  all  that  may  be  bought 
for  money,"  said  Paston,  in  his  rambling  way, 
"  yet  find  that  all,  vanity  and  «i'X*tio<i  of 
^)iril" 

"  You  are  a  second  Solomon  !"  observed  Vil- 
liers ;  a  remark  that  by  do  means  pleased  his 
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companion.  "Bui  Uiere  tm  nomt  which  may 
DM  br  bouglit— ranic— repuiatioQ — glory." 

"  Why  noi  iry  Utem  yourwlf  ?    The  road  lies 

[ttpen  to  a  man  of  such  cUscernment  and  [wnN- 

Terancp,"  md  Paston,  with  a  sneer.     "  Why  do 

you.  in  the  prime  of  life,  and,  as  you  codIvss, 

without  a  shilling — " 

"  I  made  no  such  confesaiDO.**  interrupted  the 
'  onhcr.  mritli  &  rising  bluKli. 

<■  Well,  well :  why  should  a  youth  like  you, 
'  thrown  upon  your  own  rvsouras  for  bread, 
•  wustc  and  neglect  tlw  crw-piug  hour*  of  time,' 
itMlcad  of  irying  tl>e  umiy,  and  pruniog,  or.  if 
you  likr  it  better,  reaping  a  way  to  glory  with 
yOat  sword?" 

■■  All  mighty  fine.  I  have  no  doubt,"  »aid 
Villicnt :  "  you  hatx.',  however,  just  told  me  lliat 
I  had  DO  umbitiou.  and  you  were  right  if  you 
meant  (hat  this  way  it  lay." 

"  Ua  I  you  would  make  an  apt  icnalor,"  said 
Pasion,  contempt  uotisly. 

ViUiers  thought  of  the  high   hopes  lu;  had 
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onm  rormisl,  sind  v.»n  silnit.  lie  ih^n  rvtk^t*^ 
how  unequally  ll)i.i  world's  gocxU  nrc  <liKtriliitiitl : 
hifl  ovrii  deserts,  (and  he  imagined  tliey  nere 
many,)  unrpwjinlrd  by  tlie  imnd  ol'  rortuno,  wliilt* 
here  was  a  man  ttated  to  loalliiiig  vrith  exfvss 
of  earthly  graiiScation.  But,  in  truth,  Paf'loii 
was  n  subject  for  the  spectitatioiis  of  philosophy ; 
his  m-pry  mmme  hud  foiiii<l  deNire  nntioipatM),  and 
real  enjoyment  defeated  by  meditaird  Kchrmrs 
and  contrivHiii.'et  of  delight ;  uo  interval,  ito 
ohMtacle  interpotted  between  the  wish  and  tlw 
accompli shnient :  with  him,  indeed,  might  Miciity . 
coU,  false,  and  henrtlwn  an  himself — and  such 
be  bad  found  it. — be  dented  s  single  pleasing 
attribute ;  and  Mill  the  crowd  who  gaxcd  upon 
the  worn  and  used  bein^,  regurtled  him  evva 
with  enry  ! 

Afier  a  few  turns  P.i*ton  professed  that  the 
langno  ,  stupidity,  and  vexation  were  imbear- 
able^ljc  roukl,  he  «iiid,  almost  find  il  in  hi«  heart 
to  weep, — for  what.  lie  knew  not;  and,  nert'oua 
and  listless,   bo  threw  liiiOGelf  upon  a  bench 
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MRMwhut  rvlintl  from  tlw  crowd,  while  Villiera 
loaned  upon  iia  iMck  ami  gaxvol  intriilly  iil  tlw 
moving  pogeBitl,  gay  and  many -coloured,  as  the 
roiK-ratrated  jt^el  stitl  crolring  rays  of  u  kulei- 
doacope. 

fff.Wbat  aeeketft  llwu  lh<!re?"  said  n  deop  vouw 
from  betiind,  as  the  ^aker  flapped  him  on 
liie  back,  a  little  too  roughly  for  tlie  occtuuon. 
"  What  EFi^iesl,  boy, — a  wife  amidst  llie  horde  ? 
Aye.  ayr,  take  unto  tli)T«lf  ik  wife."  coolinucd 
Ludlow,  for  it  wii»  him.  "  Take  — " 
**l  Bhall  take  unto  myself  n  coach,"  Mid 
IPailon,  rifing  with  iilTi-ctvd  coti^vrruition  at  the 
atrange  figun.'  of  ihe  clergyman.  "  It  will  come 
back  Ear  you,  Villicra ;  but,  trust  tne,  I  huvr 
not  nerves  (or  your  friend — who  \tpon  earth  is 
br  V  This  in  a  lower  voice,  hut  not  inaudible, 
tliou^  unanswrrvd  by  Ludiow.  who  regarded 
him  with  a  look  of  tiiv  mottt  incAable  contempt. 
Puuiug  his  arm  into  that  of  Villiers,  as  tho 
ntlwr  willtdrew,  be  enlreutvd  him  to  join  tho 
throng,  an   indulgeooe  llut  ei«ry  man  would 
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certainly  not  have  accorded  ;  but  VilUera  com- 
plied. 

"What,"  Maid  the  priest,  ironically,  "so  you 
must  marry  too !  Marry  and  liavc  bvin, — yet 
what  *aid  the  old  Lord  ?'" 

"The  reverse  of  what  he  did,  Ludlow,  if  yon 
mean  as  regards  marriage." 

"  Sixty,  aaid  he  not,  was  lime  cnou|rh  ?" 

"  Then  you  have  ycl  a  chance-" 

"  Lo.  yonder  she  walketh,"  resumed  Ludlow, 
s{)eaking  in  the  phraseology  of  a  work  lately 
published,  and  mucli  in  vo{{wtf,  not  from  the 
tniriusic  merit  it  posaewted,  but  from  the  odour 
of  itn  patroDuge,  proceeding  from  the  M«rc«nai( 
of  th«  age  to  whom  it  was  dedicated,  cUe  had 
it  not  aequircd,  perhaps,  so  great  a  reputation-^ 
*'  Lo,  yonder  she  walkvth,  innocence  in  Iter  mind, 
and  modesty  on  her  check." 

Villiers  turned  towanl*  him,  and  lauf^hed 
aloud. 

"Of  wliom  do  you  speak?"  said  he;  "fi>r, 
though   I   will   not  aay  there  are  few  lM.>re  to 
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whom  that  term  would  apply^  there  are,  it  u  to 
br  feantl,  too  many  who  camtot  claim  the  pruae." 

"  SentcBtioua  and  profound  I  Nay,  here  she 
comes.     Vou  app  right  to  have  a  care." 

"  You  are  on  a  wrong  toeiit,"  nid  Villien ; 
"  but  I  am  not  going  to  make  you  my  Talber 
eonfeswr ;  for,  do  you  know  one  thing,  friend — 
a  wcret  worth  th«  telling  i»  better  worth  Ow 
keeping  " 

'■  Mumy  proverbs  are  like  mouldy  cbeeae," 
said  Ludlow,  "  laid  by  so  long  that  few  will  car« 
to  make  use  thereof.'* 

""niank  you  (or  your  savoury  compari>on: 
practiwe  not,  howenir,  what  i,*ou  preach." 

"  One  thing  I  haie  pra«tited,  %-oung  man,  and 
which  [  have,  ere  now,  preached  to  you— celibacy. 
Lon-  ? — Stuff !— Again :  what  did  the  old  Lonl 
lay?  '  Come,  rouK  thyself  and  be  a  man,  and 
■hake  llie  weak  wanton  Cujud  off' — 

'  likt  ian-itopt  li«(n  the  lion'*  manv.' 
Fix  not,  St  least,  too  suddenly — 'The  wise  maii 
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(loiibteUi  often  uul  chiinf^^th  liU  mind.'  Xo( 
ihal  1  would  haw  ycu  do  this." 

"  Thank  you  again !" 

■■  Except  when-  tho  choice  of  a  wife  'u  «n- 
<;i'mc<i,  I  only  rwomni^nd  it  here,  because  it 
it  liw  wry  way  riwrr  lo  g^-t  marriwi." 

*•  Suppose  my  wife  liave  money — suppose  $he 
Iiarc  wit.  beauty,  wortli,— " 

"  Pooli,  pool) :  if  you  had  Mopped  at  money 
there  were  enough  to  justify  the  step  in  the  ej-es 
of  all  your  iribo." 

'•  My  tribe  ?  ■ 

"  Yes,  the  tribe  of  youth  and  folly  ;  but  conic. 
1  will  not  be  too  Hct'cre.  I  have  marked  your 
progrcM  of  late,  and  know  right  well  the  (rack 
you  are  laid  on.  Marriage  iit  not  nonte,  nay  not 
so  iiii.scrablc  a*  potcrty.  You  have  tried  one, 
now  try  the  other." 

"'Jlien  yuM  have  cbungi-d  your  mind." 

"J»  noft  tlic  wibjwt  a  wife,"  cried  Lu<I)ow, 
exutljngly.  as  he  proddt^  VUliers  in  the  ribs 
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iritb  his  fore  fiDgcr.  "  But,'*  rontinunl  lup,  "  in 
•ober  sadness,  strike  while  xhe  iroD  Lt  hot — faint 
hMft  never  won  fur  Uily." 

"Away  with  your  prm-erbs."  aaid  his  young 
friitKl.  "  Vour  discourse  is  made  up  of  para- 
doxes— nay,  you  are  otir  huge  paradox  younwif !" 
"  I  know  not  tliat  I  am  one."  aaid  Ludlow; 
"  bul  I  love  a  paradox  froni  niy  heart.  It  is 
ihe  life  of  conversation,  and  tin'  soul  of  aocielv. 
Tell  the  wrclchnl  Wing  who  lnw  just  left,  us, 
thai  htf  Ikcad  'i»  iMl  upon  lUH  shoulders,  and  he 
would  have  loo  litllu  enei^  lo  confute  Buch  a 
portion,  or"— 

•'  A  paradox,  iitdertl,  lo  him! — But  you  mtJi- 
lake  the  man:  there  is  a  lire  within — a  spark 
thai,  if  you  had  stxtH-k  as  liatd  upon  tun  shoulder 
with  your  steely  hand  as  you  did  on  mine,  would 
have  shown  Uie  6inty  pTopi>Tiy  of  this  w^-mingly 
ner»ele»a  ereature ;  bul  tell  Be lasyse  lliat  dinner 
wax  a  U!)e1«8s  wrrmony,  just  for  argument's 
wake,  would  he  reply  lo  your  attack?  Yes,  but 
with  other  wcatx*°^  *^*^^  ^  tongue — your  posi- 
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tion  n-ould  he  instantly  confuted  by  pracliw  in- 
stead of  logic.  Example  in  siarving,  ho  nould 
say,  wer^  no  proof,  nU1iouf;h  fact*  are  ^tiibboni 
tilings;  and  entering  at  once  upon  the  com- 
mencement of  two  or  threp  courses,  be  irould 
provp,  beyond  tbe  possibility  of  a  defeat,  thai 
dining  was  u  necessary  good." 

"  My  postulate  would  still  remain  untouched  " 

"  So  would  not  his  dinner." 

"  Come,  young  man — flippancy  is  a  bad  re- 
Hort  from  argument." 

"  Oh,  hang   the  aTgamenlum  ad  homt'nfm ! 
Sec,  who  comes  ihi.*  way  ?" 

*■  A  constellation  of  bright  stjir»,  you  would. 
1  »iippose,  style  the  lady  and  h«r  apcj!," 

**  A  paradox,  rather,  Ludlow  !    Venus,  with 
ilje  3atellit*>»  of  Jupiter."* 

■'  Has  she  not  legitimately 

'——Her  own  ftrvAf  nrcWf  "  • 

said  tile  priest     ■■  Good  genii  guard  her  from  the 
loat  pleiiid'n  fate!" 

"The  lovely  Darwin ["   eowlaimed  Viliiera, 


vaUHMb 


wtdi  (>fllhtiwuuB).  Now  Torbid  it,  juitroDMB  of 
dsnueU,  that  thia  '  bright  particular  Mar'  should 
ever  foil  from  her  high  place !" 

And  B«  he  upoke,  tlie  Udy  ia  question  ad- 
mnoed,  chaperoned  by  a  mute  dane.  and  at- 
tudsd  by  a  brilliant  train.  daizUng  with  hrr 
wit  aikl  beauty,  clianning  with  Ibo  soft  and 
musical  tonca  of  her  vcnoe.  carried  boyond  her* 
mK  with  n[nrits,  powrrhil  lo  pkusc.  and,  know- 
ing of  her  power,  ho)<ling  despotic  sway  over 
a  host  of  hearlA. 

8he  stopped  to  the  salute  of  ViilierR.  A  nhori 
wt  Ihvly  series  of  iteration  and  n'joinder  ensued 
between  them,  and  ihe  jiageant  passed. 

"  Splendid  creature !"  exclaimed  Villiers, — 
"  Lovely— charming — perfect!" 

"  No(  prrfect.- 

"  As  wanting  the  goUlen  charm  V 

"  Not  so — tlial  1  care  not  of — she  has,  I 
should  say,  a  charm  loo  many." 

"  Vour  charm  T' 

*•  Sha  laughs  too  mueb." 


continuMl  hp,  in  the  Kamr  strain  bs  Ludlow  - 
"  KiftnMS  of  mnnnpn,  an  acroniplisbed  naiiu),  and 
a  roim  u^rrc^Uc  to  my  fancy." 

"  Take  hrr  home  to  ihitip  housp,-_tbBt  is  to  say, 
if  ■hi>  will  go,"  HBi<l  Lwllow,  changing  ha  tone, — 
"  far  if  she  ia  of  my  mind,  she  would  prefler  iitay- 
ing  iu  lier  own.  But,  sdMu — I  §ee  where  your 
lovp  liora  point.  Wc  shall  m««t  to-morrow."  And 
llir  rlcrgvman  potted  oA*,  noiw  knew  whitbor; 
il  might  be  to  the  house  of  Belasyse. — it  might 
be  to  attend  a  low  debating  society  mtognilo, 
to  dioctim  the  abominationn  gf  the  Excise  bill. 
In  this  way  he  olU-n  delighlisl  to  pam  lijs  Pvcn- 
ings;  and  amoragirt  the  noiny  declamants  he 
usually  took  tlie  lead.  His  young  friend  was 
glad  of  hi*  (ippariHre,  more  )>!cp(«;ially  an  he 
permrrd  ailrancing  Lady  Wilmington  and  her 
paity,  one  of  which  Ludlow  had,  with  liia  quick 
glance,  already  dulrctrd  as  being  the  cynosure  of 
Villiers'aeyw- 

The  Counlea  bid  oar  hero  to  nemembrr  that 
this  was  one  of  hvr  crcntngif,  and  in  no  wise  to 
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ecmplied,  perfeedy  Mrtain  tlMt  it  would  be  the 
last  thing  of  which  the  man  who  profewed  tucb 
fiiiiain  got  oolj'  foT  aseembUes,  but  their  fairest 
OToaments,  would-think  of  availing  himself. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


.11 


nkpn  nay  Um  crowd  Iha  hcat*d  brun; 

Whilv  pgon  ni.d  Uukci,  and  all  (ttc  tvrepiiig  train, 

And  ^lri>.  ttsn,  tai  i-onacU  kppcur, 

Aad  in  ]H>fl  Mundi  "]«u[  i^iicc'  miliitt't  ttw  Mi. 

POFB. 


Matter  or  fact,  as  this  tale  has  b«en  eothlpd  in 
the  last  chapter,  we  tnuat  still  take  the  mKl«f 
with  us  to  Lady  Wilmingtoii'it ;  though  indeed 
we  Dtay  not,  dare  not.  attempt  a  correct  por- 
Irailure  of  this  evening,  with  all  its  (-IianiGtrr* 
brought  out  upon  tlu!  cunras ;  its  various  excel- 
lencies, and  for  wliat  is  perfect,  its  follies  aod 
its  fault*.  Of  ttie  last  there  victv,  nevrrtlii^kiw, 
fewer  at  her  lad)'^hi]>'s  thau  at  any  oilier  bouse 
in  tonn,  which  may  still  be  deemed  a  very 
negative  praise ;  but  to  give  the  whole  it*  due 
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(onfi  iind  vigour,  it*  rich  colouring,  anti  apt 
•eizurc  of  posilion  luid  cirnini^lance,  would  re- 
quire s  master  pencil.  I  «liiill  tlxTv^orc  touch 
but  lightly  on  the  intelligent  conversation  nhich 
distinguishi'd  it,  leaving  thin  mostly  in  the  poli- 
lica'  room,  and  merely  bringing  into  tlic  Tore- 
groiind  thoAC  pvople  we  are  already  ncquuinted 
with. 

Enter,  then,  the  drawing-room*  of  the  Coun- 
tess, ni:li  in  the  gilding  and  omamrnt  «uiliiig 
witli  a.  ta§te,  by  the  glorious  Trivolily  of  Louis 
XIV.,  formed  and  lel^;  and  which,  though 
•colched,  was  ax  yet  by  no  mean*  killed  for 
many  yean  afierwardit :  even  now,  see  h  miis> 
dtate  in  a  club  of  note.  But  enter  with  us  those 
gorgeous  rooniA,  whose  roee-coloiired  hangings 
ding  h»cfc  tlie  blu«h  to  beauty's  cheek,  and  mm 
the  central  fufioatton  in  the  lofvly  hostess 
herwlf.  l.,ook  on  each  side,  where  tl»  gciitic 
pinmy  wavelet  eurla  in  its  prido — not  in  full 
>ea ;  behold  the  shore,  as  it  were,  spread  with 
orient  pearl  and  predatia  stone,   the  rich  bro- 
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cade,  the  velvet  robe,  and  all  that  ocean  tide  of 
silk  cKXt^l  with  liM>,— where  Bngland'«  funmt 
^thed  around  their  Hmil<^.— whtn^  tlu*  liiwly- 
rounded  arm  and  ia\»t  fin^vrtt,  the  Knowy  ue<?k. 
and  roHV  li))«.  and  clustering  flossy  curls,  cause 
poe<»  tune  the  lay— «ach  bearer  a  Belindii. 
"  Sudi :— «id  t#  b«r  tb«ni  conpuiy,  >  lordly  trnii." 

Yd  we  have  little  to  do  wilh  any,  saw  thow 
in  tli^  iwtr  vicinity  of  Lftdy  Wilmington,  oii«  of 
whom  w«»  Villiers. 

"  Mr.  Ludlow,"  itald  he,  in  answer  to  a  qui» 
tion  of  that  fair  dame,  "  I  havi*  not  seen  unce 
H'c  ikuuhI;  aud  it  would  by  thin  time  puxile  a 
coiguror,  or  lake  a  posse  of  coiutableK,  with  all 
thdr  ingenuity,  which  i«  not  much,  savo  the 
Tourkl  to  find  out  his  retreat.  He  Hcarcriy 
whispers  to  himself  the  route  he  intends  to  take- 
H'Ay  all  this  mystery  I  know  not ;  but  he  fi-ar* 
■  IrMt  th«  l«rf  llouM  instil  of  hi*  «)i»n*ibaiil  I' " 

"  La !"  sajd  a  Mrti.   Hedgely.   tlte  wife  of  a 

sliirc  Bquirc.  a  man  of  some  conM>(|ucnix- 

itt  his  county,  uud,  us  such,  of  interest  parlia- 
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mctoiuy  (o  iIm!  Wiliiiiiigtoos,— likewise  who,  iu 
»  fit  of  iKmUuient  or  avarioo,  bttd  ii>urri>i-cl  Fium; 
Dyer,  the  prctly  daughter  of  the  fanufir  of  Soutlt- 
coU  Mills.  With  ull  her  primitirc  simplidty, 
bowvi«r,  Kbi',  in  tionicly  (ihruKc,  had  hy  far  the 
worst  of  ttiie  bargain.  _^ 

Viliieni  loolied  round  surpriwd,  but  munwd : 
"  I  have  seat  a  Dotc  to  his  donucile,  in  respect 
of  your  Udyahip'it  iiivit^ioii.  For  the  rest,  1  am 
«urr  that  he  Kill  display  the  very  vonl  of  taatex 
if  be  does  not  fly  upon  the  moment  to  avail  him- 
•df  of  the  honour  vouclisiLfnl, — that  is,  if  br 
.  booM  bdoft!  miduighL" 
fi  "  t  am  rejoicMl  lo  thiiik  that  be  ha»  not  aimth 
lutnly  forsworn  the  »ocieIy  of  our  unhappy  stx," 
aaid  llie  Countess, "  tnta  if  it  vrvTC  only  for  Miis 
Myddlelon'b  sake." 

Viola  laughiKl  at  the  prospect  of  making  >udi 
aconqunt. 

iS  I  Uiink,"  said  ViUters,  "  lie  can  ocarn-ly  a# 
yet  h»ve  brought  liintucif  to  cooleran  the  atlrac- 
tioos  of  the  heau  trx>t,  aioce  be  is  »tiJl  far  from 
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sixty ;  uul  \»  lold  nie,  no  later  than  tui  iHnir 
iigo,  that  tliis  nils  ih^-  proper  murryiiii;  tiffe; 
he  had  a  higher  titahorily  lor  mich  k  rule,  how* 
evDT,  whicli  1  tviU  not  at  prewirt  quote.  He  hatj 
neverthclnw,  formnoru  most  other  things,  mve 
and  especially  except  old  wigs,  booti*,  pickaxm, 
and  a  numerals  collection  of  otlier  articles,  too 
infinitt.;  (0  pnrticuhirize."  *"  ■ 

"  Dear !"  ejaciiUled  ttie  artonWwtl  H»yg*k.'' 

"  Vour  fair  friend  eeeme  strangely  iinintel* 
Icctuul,"  »aid  he,  ns  the  Co4iiite«!i  reluniod  to 
Viola  and  hini&etf,  after  drawing  the  pretty  nwtic 
off,  and  KtiTing  her  to  the  charitable  ultenipts  of 
some  enterlaining  macaroni,  while  )ier  lituiband 
discussed  the  poor  laws  u  ith  ttie  Uiaht^  of  L— .nr 

"  Wliere  did  you  pick  her  up?"  "ur 

l-jidy  Wihiitiigtoii  ri'laled. 

"  I  have  two  others  of  her  elique  upon  my 
hands,"  continued  she,  "  nho  moat  uiireiuonably 
will  not  ativmpt  the  cntertBiiunenl  of  each  other, 
though  one  iw^Tr  utters,  and  her  opposite  talkn 
vou  to  death." 
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L  bjuulo.    Mid  \  mIh  lo  V  illitiY. 

^B  -n-Vnn  ntMt  unch«riialil<-  jwrsoD '."  exclMmvtl 

Lodv  WiliiuD^on.  "  fivf,  if  lie  is  to  be  killotl. 
I  tliink  wc  ar«  equal  to  tlictuik  tHirsrlrca;  Inii, 
iImic.  you  inajr  try  your  own  ]>one>n;  unl«« 
you  (v*T,  as  1  iii<lg«  Troni  your  last  Bp(<Fch,  sonui 
oiliiT  |M-rM>ii  miiy  tiikc  cxceptiona  at  our  kcopiii^ 
Mr.  Villiers  iRfw  nw  loni; "' 

And  sho  \e(l  the  happy  coupl«  to  an  hour'n 

I lett-it-tite,  nliich  far  bv  il  from  us  to  interrupt.'*' 

^B         I'lThr  world  ih  pn>fu»e  of  itn  adiuirulton  for 
I  your  rook.  Lord  Belasyse,"  said  the  Counli'tJi. 

I  ait  Hhc  approochiMl  th«  noble  Earl, — "  the  ttrtutf 

you  hiw  brauf^bl  nith  you  from  ,'Vix-ltt-(.'lia- 
pelle  ■ 

"  1  rejoice  to  bear  that  \\t  n  likely  (o  astoiuftli 

and  delight ;   but  if  tltc  man  br  northy  of  hiH 

fwiM^  mny  1  htip«  your  ladysliip  will  pronoiinnr 

upon  him  ;  and  with  your  loni,  or  uith- 

if  ht  ciuuiM  be  ftpMred  from  mnrr  digntSn),' 
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but  lesa.  I  inist,  plnaing  occupadort,  dine  vritb 
RM  on  an  early  clay — nam?  it  yourself." 

"  A  very  prnispworthy  arrongprnent  t  I  f<rar 
wiihoul  liitn  I  can  warcely  do  so." 

"  Bring  all  your  train — ihe  ftur  Dnrwin, — the 
accoRipltMlu^  ihoit^h  not  bcaulirul  I^iura  Crag- 
gcnthorjie — I  prohibit  her  mother, — the  novclly, 
that  pure  but  unpretending;  pearl  of  th«  KUOn. 
M!s§  Myddleton, — " 

"  Stop,  stop,  my  lord," — 

"  She  ia,  I  tnow,  in  henelf  a  host ;  but  if 
you  df light  iu  tltc  n^fint-nieiits  of  tastF,  come  nnd 
judge:  upon  t/our  venhet  M.  Girandu  Mandii 
or  falU." 

Lady  Wilmin^on  shook  her  head  laughingly; 
and  Paston  coming  up,  cilmost  intcrestrHl  in  llie 
idea  of  a  poniiibly  new  dish,  relie^'ed  her  for  the 
linte,  by  asking  wliat  niu  the  forte  of  this  cele- 
brated ntaii. 

"  Hia  forte  n  an  olice." 
*  ""Psba!— isthatairr 
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"  By  no  means  aU,  luy  fjood.nr;  you  are«ver 
•0  Istc  for  dinoer,  lha(  you  Uxm  lialf  tlw  good 
tiling!).  Bdivve  me,  in  cot^ery,  limv  muat  be 
uk«Q  by  llw?  forelock.  H«  aod  Ainswl**  Giran<)v 
trait  for  no  raan." 

"  I  should  tliink  nn  oliiv  not  «o  difficult  to 
dreaa,''  siud  Lady  Wilmin^oii ;  •■  but  I  muRt 
get  fait  rMi>ipt." 

"  1  dmibi  wlM-ihtT  he  will  ^vp  it  you,"  sbk) 
Beliunifc  ;  -'  tlmugli  he  is  not  an  ungsUant  man, 
DikUtrnUy.  I  am  certain  ix  would  rrfute  it  (o 
MS.'  But  l«t  tae  wnd  for  him,  and  he  shali 
give  it  your  ladyship  verbatim. 

"  Vour  cook  ID  my  drawing-roomfl,"  said  tbe 
CooDlnt,  laugliing,  "  with  hist  cap  and  a]>rwt  ? 
Iliat  would  be  too  good '" 

"  By  no  means  cap  and  apron !  You  do  not 
know  the  |nan,  ntu  would  b«  shocked  to  think 
tliat  you  figured  hliu  to  yourself  in  nudt  a  dre«^- 
I  will  ivend  for  the  gentleman  himself." 

And  h«  despatched  bis  carnage  for  Mtmsieur- 
(iinuide.     In  the  mean  time  there  was  miucic 
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fciag  forward  in  another  room.  bu<  no  dancing 
nssknonn  at  La«ly  Wilmington's— -rcfncslimiiiU 
ttlsewhcn — whiU'  lli?  coiniiauy,  iLiapoxing  l)u'io< 
wh-rs  )w  they  pWased,  cntcrtaiiratl  each  other 
urilli  lit-rly  coiivTmitlioD.  ganiinliMl  with  an  oi'c»> 
■ional  epigram,  a  well  turned  complimenti  or 
perhaps  a  slight  infusion  of  scundol  to  muke  it 
piquaiite.  Love  via*  tiilkod  by  Mine,  horses  by 
otlwr«,  poolry.  piny*,  iioveLi.  dn-w.  royjiliy. 
inobti,  which  were  not  unusual — wars,  prelimi- 
naries of  peace,  awl  Pretenders,-~^hrro  were 
some  to  Imods, — but  no  iWper  dip  into  [loliticK. 
Ill  Lu*ly  Wilmington  wsu*  with  tl»e  two  ladies  of 
killing  propensity,  cuch  in  thi^  ojijtositc,  till, 
having  procured  a  Untener  for  one,  and  a  talker 
for  thi>  other,  she  movesl  again  (owerds  tlie  place 
where  Httlasv.-ii-  hud  taken  up  hiK  positioti,  jui«t 
■IX  llicy  announced  the  return  of  his  ciirriagt^ 
from  the  opera  with  tlie  cook,  witow  arrital  was 
iiistuutly  noi)^  abroad  through  th«  upartmetils 
of  the  Coiintew,  Mrs.  Iledgely  not  failing  lo 
find  herself  by  the  aide  of  the  noble  hoste*^; 
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Hid  nwll  might  the  un.-uipliktioiitKl— I  fliitik  tlut 
M  the  word— j«ti.  UDSflf>hiflticalMl  l>«ing  open  her 
bliM*  pyet  upon  tht  culinary  beatix.  the  first  of 
eook*  and  (tandin,  attired  in  an  infinitely  finer 
<lrw»»  ihan  any  perwm  in  llu*  roont,  wen  ut  meh 

a  period  of  Trippcry. ■  tiuti.j. 

He  entemi  with  an  air  of  easy  impudiBDM 
ih»l  WM  »iill  graceful,  and  »<Ivancing  lo  Lwd 
B^-la^y**',  was  by  him  directed  lo  the  C(mnte»», 
when,  Making  thrrr  c«>n*(T<itit«  bows,  and  bring- 
in||r  liis  feet  together,  he  an-aiti-il  tier  ladyship's 
commiind*  wHll  ii  slight  inclination  of  tite  body 
lowarda  her.  but  little  more  than  a  Peer  would 
affect  to  a  lady  of  rank. 

Lady  Wilmington,  half  angry,  blunhcd  (Icep. 
bnt  rallying;  hersplf,  deiemuned  lo  let  th«  t)iin|r 
pucH  off  with  good  huniotir ;  while  wivral  men 
anMtnd  dei-idnl  that  iIm-  Karl  and  his  cook  were 
two  of  the  mot!*  impudent  men  breathing.  '"" 
Giraiule,"  said  the  former,  with  a  look  half 
ntiatioa.  half  command,  "  MUadi  prays  yoii 
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lo  fpi-e  her  llie  receipt  for  <li««siiig  an  olive  that 
you  know  of." 

•' IhrdoH,  motmcuT  et  madame,"  said  be  of 
fiw  kitclHi),  with  a  itmile  wul  <i  bow  ro  each. 
"  Ihrdtm,  )*  lie  donne  jamais  ile  TKetteM  par 
ieritr 

••  His  head  then  irenl  up  loiUly,  yet,  wbilt 
thert!  t<ru»  no  <li!<reD]>ect  iu  hia  manner,  this  was 
rathi^  that  of  one  who  withlloliis  u  favour  I'rom 
an  inferior.  Hin  eve-brows  were  now  drawn  up 
lo  the  foreliead,  liis  slioiildent  to  thi;  curs  U)if 
tihovns  into  the  side*,  nnd  hi*  hand*  poixed 
horixontnUy,  while  lie  entered  into  hd  explaoa- 
tJOD  of  his  reasons  for  not  writing;  but  to  « 
l»dy,  hi-  snid,  and  w  boaittifid  a  lady,  he  could 
roiuse  nothing  in  reitHon,  tlu^rcfore  lie  would 
endmivntir  to  make  her  understand  it  by  word 
flf  mouth. 

^  "Je  ne  dmne  jamau  tie  receflai  yar  ecrtt. 
Mair,  nuidamt  ne  me  camprtad  pas  I  I  will 
try  the  English.'' 


"  Out,  tnti,  Girande :  eiU  mhs  eompnud  bim, 
tret  bitn—ne  tou*  dwtnes  pan  la  peine." 

"  Mat*,  ifue  tmilex-rooM,  iIohc,  qtu  jt  fattr 
mitor  f  h-Tiat  vxmld  you  ihai  1  ikomld  do  far 
madame^  J«  ne  domic  jamait  de  rrcette*  par 
icrU.  Mai*,  hors  de  ceia,  je  auu  tout  a  ton 
ttreiee.  Est-et  que  twm  Mudrex  dotte  eelh  lit 
qui  pint  tifort  it  Monsievr  te  Due  f  Ah  !  moM 
paavm  mattrr !  \\v  vraa  bo  fond  <jf  it!  All, 
my  poord^arted  ruaater!"  Here  he  apptted  a 
cambrk  bandkerchivf  (o  viUwr  «ye :"  I  do  not 
know  nlut  he  ahuU  do  wilhoul  rae  whttre  he 
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"  Mtda  art  regard  de  ceUe  olive,  GirmuU  ?" 

"  Ah.  de  olne !  Mai*  men  ptuwre  matlre  ! 
S§mffiex,  mentievr,  que  je  eoneacre  une  tevie 
larme  A  ta  m^moire  !" 

Suddenly  lie  drew  btni>v)f  up,  recoii-ering,  as 
It  were,  froni  lin  momentar}-  aittudrin^ement , 
aod  addressed  liimtdf  to  tlie  tiuk  he  had  re- 
m\\-*d  un. 

*'  Mait  la  recette — oA,   ah  !  je  fM  rape//e- 
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Ttnes,  mi/fuli,  jf  la  raeonlerai.     Ce  n'rst  par 
tout  a  fait  H'ltne  o/ire  que  iioui  parfonj.    Matt^ 
modame — o«  bien  ton   arlutV'^aera  te  mtfau 
(TmifoHrr,  rt  lui  tvluiitwra  m  fiUt  d'anehoigj^ 
LtjTttUa'miiHioarr^  tfra  mis  Jatit  ttite  mawtif4le,i< 
twptelle  tntrera  dant  ttne  cailU,  ija*  rmfermemf' 
une  p&rdfix;  el  eelte  perdrix,  eaeAee  daua  ia^ 
JUma  dun  faitan,  h  vara  di^iaraitrv  a  j«: 
tour  au  still  d'une  vatie  dindr,  dont  uti  cocAttf  ■ 
de  tail  dtriendra  la  retraile,      (a  fi-u  briiJtiiUi' 
cvmbinera  Irt  jus  divers  lU  (xs  viands  fnckatx^f^l 
et  Ikewe  eat  arrivee  de  aerrir  ee  pmeinr  mftatigei* 
^'Arretes,  madamt!      I'oua  y  portex  U  rowJU 
leOM^ '    Votrf  paleds  excite  jior   lea  armatioat  \ 
delieieutet  dmit  voire  adorat  a'mitre,  cJnfuMrn 
dfja  par  arance  let  tranche*  Aettmujeves  ifue 
votit  alier   coiiper ;    arrfles,  mHadi—el  faitef.t 
promptemeai  jfler  tout  par    la   /rnelre.—loHt,  i 
exteple  foliee,  ijut  eat  d«i:enve  /r  centre  de  tan 
quinteuenee  de»  el4mctia  qui  t'entourmenl.    t'mui<d 
t'maUrex    eette    Uire,    tniladi,    et   vous  fetes 
prudemmcnl  d'avotr  ur  Jlaeon  d'elker  ae4tit}Ht'^<, 
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w'MV'  ctff^t  tar  ton*  jtwirritz  vou*  tnvter  mat 
du pLiitir  r  '  n  Vw,' 

A  murmur  oT  appUuse  rail  round  the  brilUiuit 
(ir«le  ■!  UiiH  oK^ial  cxlwrtatlon,  wherciti  ih^t 
matiDer  of  ttookiiig.  Uia  modiixl  of  cdtinjtt  and 
lliR  nntiilotc  ugain&l  its  powible  effi^x,  wv-re  all 
Ml  forth.  Lady  WilmiogtoD  testifi^l  \\tr  obU>w 
gatwDS,  iryttifr  tlic  wliilc  to  find  some  meanrti 
of  being  rid  of  the  profvoor:  Uic  men  cluppedr 
llw  bdirs  smiled  their  approbatwii.  As  for 
Mrs.  Hnl^>ly>  »lie  wus  mo  lost  in  tutonUhnient, 
■Ibeil,  iihc!  ooniproiu-ttdod  not  a  xiDglc  word, 
that,  half  an  hour  aRenvards,  Lord  Arthur 
Fiuchley  rvniarktHl  aho  had  not  ji-t  doiO'vl  her 
niouth.  -i- 

'■What  haw  you  done.  Lady  Wilmington A\' 
■sid  Lord  BplasTsr,  as  his  cook  H'tthdrmr,  the 
most  lupmnc  contttrnpi  in  hiH  face,  the  iiighest  , 
indignation  in  his  air.     "  What  can  you  bavm- 
adwnmrodf"  n\< 

"  I  only  offered  him  a  present  of  6n  giitneeai>t>'l 
Mud  the  Countttw. 
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"  Fife  ^inras  I — I  «n  \o»,  lo»l  irr«rie\-ably — 
at  Inutl  I  iluill  lofW  my  oook.  Cruel,  cruel 
Lady  Wilmin^n  I  From  you,  at  least,  1  did 
not  expect  this  blow.  VVliul  U  to  bo  dom- 1  It 
will  cost  mc  fifty  pound*  to-morrow,  und  my 
box  nt  thii  0]MMii  1"  '* 


GnHipK  of  people^— hiere  a  pair  of  mtniaters 
tiyin^  not  to  talk  politics, — th«re  a  moiv  in- 
tcifnting  couple,  thpir  llioit^hts  diffcrFntly  di- 
rected from  the  IbrmiT,  t)iouf;h  initustcriDg, 
oet^nly,  to  each  other, — now  two  beaux  at- 
tffiipting  wit,— a^n  two  wita  OJiaaying  to  be 
beaux,  and  ncitbrr  party  sut^cccdine ;  but  else' 
wliere  the  compiirtnicnts  of  the  convfr-Miiotial 
chewr-board  were  most  appropriately  fitted:  in 
particular  squares,  truth  to  aay,  the  tlbcourM 
mi^ht  neither  Imvc  bt*n  ■'  \wy  wise  nor  wittv-'' 

Judge'.— 

"(iD  not  twar  thiit  co^Ilt^^,  niumma,  or  you 
will  diitturb  ttie  nioirt  interesting  pair  of  turtles 
that  n-er  coixhL" 
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TliU  from  ibe  Lady  Laurn  Craggeolliorpe. 
Her  ntotiwr  went,  of  tourw,  immaJialely,  aod 
procurMi  tienwlf  lo  bo  vrisltnt  at  the  ilciice  by 
Mr.  VilUenr  lo  «uy  nothing  of  bia  comptuiion; 
tlw.  Ut»'i-Hte  having  |>rolon^l  itM-lf  to  a 
Btntdi  of  tiine  of  which  only  the  partivs  nuwt 
concemrd  sro  usually  unoonficious. 

Lady  Laura  hiul  Uu*»  «x'otnplish<^  two  thing* 
much  dtairvil,  viit.,  tlw  ridduoc*  of  Iwr  rooiberV 
•odctj.  and  the  aiiDO)-aiu;e  of  a  pair  of  lov«n 
who  apippoTf^l  happy.  II«r  own  convrraation 
■be  may  have  bad  no  wish  to  be  dittUirbed  in. 
though  it  ix  not  lo  ho  iL>it<tr(cd  lliat  her  vtclioij 
Lottl  Artlmr  Fincliley.  tuul  tiie  same  desire  of 
ft  imtracud  dtNCOunw,  lircd  lo  doatli  as  Ite  waa 
with  questions  for  the  last  quarter  of  an  hoUTt 
laadiog  nowhere,  or  not  beyond  the  merest 
ttifle.  She  was  a  woman  of  the  grvatest  re- 
March  ill  miall  maUrrit,  orver  resting  from  her 
faquiry  till  sli«  liad  ditetl  to  the  rery  bottom 
of  an  affair.  Same  Kpioe  of  ill  nalure,  infmtte 
curiouty,  and  a  *ery  hltlc  tnleni,  conXituted  the 
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m»i»  of  l^ady  Lmtrn's  cfaaradpr,  and  we  mftv 
not  n'onder  if  her  sociely  vtmn  more  often  con- 
ferred than  desired. 

'  Had  there  not  been  just  the  a)ight«irt  sprinlc- 
Uiig  gf  Laura  Craggmt horde's.  Lady  Wilniin^- 
toii'it  piirtios  would  hnve  been  found  pafection 
a  tiuire.  " 

|.'*<But  who  is  that  exiraonlinary  heinf;  in  ilw 
grten  cmt  7  Look,  Lord  Arthur,  do  sword, 
and  (rearing  liiN  own  liuir?  By  the  hyi*.  what 
a  beautiful  peruke  is  that  you  hav*  on '.  Il 
sc^rcdy  comes  low  enough  on  the  slmulders, 
howevw."  ■■* 

"  It  is  an  iaiprot-enicnt  on  tlu>  Kamillies, — 
the  sort  of  thing  is  going  out,  thccc  very  low 
afiairs." 

"Look,  look.  Lord  Arthur,  Mr.  Villiere  is 
introducinir  him  lo  Lain!  Wilmington,  and  now  to 
Miss  Myddleton,     Who  nrir  these  Myddlftons?" 

"Who  arc  ihcy :  nay,  penple  of  a  <hiy— of 
ycMi^rday,  at  least.  Stay,  I  will  tell  ynu  a  gAO«l 
thing  af/Topoa  of  lliat.     You  know,  or  perhaps 
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yoadoaX  that  the  King  of  Kriincp  lias  ^tvn 
Modiunr  d«^  Poflipwlour's  brother  a  MHrqutsafc, 
thi^  title  ijt  Vandirr?  ;  or  at  least  he  haw  bought 
>l  for  ft  few  tlioiiHund  Itrmt:  we\\,  so  the  good 
and  witty  pM^l«  of  Paris  have  named  him  the 
Marquis  d'Avant-hicr.  Is  it  not  good,  madam  ?" 
cy>ncluded  Lord  Arthur  to  Lady  Cletherin^n, 
ibe  yoting«r  lady's  toother  who  had  just  joiaetX 
ifacm. 

Th«  Countcn  did   ool,   how«wr,  appmiatc 
tile  Joke.         '    .1 

W  WvU,  Lord  Arthur.  h»TG  you  diw^owrrd 
yet  ?  Your  glam  ban  bevn  fixvd  on  him  for  • 
suiGciiont  IcDgth  of  time,"  said  Lady  Laura.  "  I 
beUnv  he  i»  a  ineuiber  of  tbi-  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety— or  an  ambassador  from  Kboidi  Khan; 
th^re  i«  nich  a  being  in  toun,  I  know, — or  a 
contractor  for  Wcstiniiistw  Bridge,  —  or  per- 
\af*  one  o(  the  piers — I  know  not." 
n."  Perli^n  tho  river-god  himself,  — he  i* 
wangely  wanting  her«,  at  li>ast,  f<v  Lord  Ar- 
thur'a  wit  has  run  dry.^ 
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"  Exwllf-nt — expellent.  I  will  go  »i>tl  ww 
wlio  it  in" 

"  Stiiy,  j-oti  ii«*l  not  bo  in  such  hast*  to 
\f»w  irip.  Ah,  Sir  'IliotnaK  RnttU-t>ai;k,  you 
ne^e^  s&y  a  bad  thing, — or  an  uncivil  onr,  givt 
me  leave  to  tell  Lord  Arthur."  ' 

"  ^dim,  mn  befle" 

"  Stop,  Lord  Arthur— I  rommand  you—" 

"  And  shall  b?  obeyed.— Sir  TlwniM,  holp 
mo  to  punish  h<rr,"  enid  hp,  aside  to  the  old 
kniglit,  who  had  lava  watching  for  tin  oppor- 
lunily  of  sayiiig  something  ill-naturod  Tor  ihe 
last  ten  minutes  ;  and  fruitful  as  he  was  of  cotUn 
tmtps,  aln-ay«  intended,  but  aptly  disguised :  there 
wa.1  not  oftra  a  tonfr  fpace  l)cliveen  hi«  f4n>kc«  of 
caxti^tion.  even  when  people  who  knew  hia  dis- 
position were  most  propiaWrj'  and  forbearing  to- 
wards him. 

"  Who  are  thrse  Myddlcfonn,  did  you  wUf, 
Lady  Clethcrington  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  did  not.  Sir  Thomaa. " 
**'  "  It  wa»  I  that  bsIcmI,"  mmI  L«i)y  I^uirs. 
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"  Piiilh,  I  might  haw  kiwnn  that,  too;  your 

Iwij'uhip's  K|)iri(  of  iiicjuiry  li-uds  you  to  the  fur- 

(hna  extent  of  evi^  ctuwtioa ;  but  t)ic  Peerage 

will  t4?U  yoM  wliD  Mrs.  Myddleton  u." 

"  I  WMPr  look  ill  the  P«crag«." 

"  It  is  uikcivil,  and  tell*  lu  our  age*." 

"  Vt,  Sir  Thomas  ?"  uid  ibo  Coud1«8». 

"  True — no,  no,  not  us ;  intbed  it  does  not 

Irll  ymir  liuljithtp'tt,  ritlwr,  for  it  is  an  old  one. 

Ha,  ha !  j-oti  know  tlir  litJo  was " 

■'  Well,  well,  Sir  Thocnas — about  these  Myd- 
dlptons  r*  said  the  daughlvr. 

"  Why,  llwy  were  very  low  people — the  gnuid- 
father  was  in  trade." 

"  Well,  he  haa  got  a  very  pretty  gnind-daugh* 
ler,"  anid  Lord  Artjiur. 

"  Pretty/— you  donotcall  ber  preUyT 
•■  That  emerald.   Lady  C1etlicrinf[ton,"   said 
Lord  Arthur. — ••  Allow  me — where  did  you  get 
it? — the  mort  beautiAd  I  M-cr  eaw  !" 
"  At  ScryjynoJuw,  ihc  German  Pole." 
"  German  Pole!"  exclaimed  ttio  knight-  "di. 


ah! — But— and  your  lord  will  soon  kni^  it» 
vslunl— ha,  ha!" 

"  Not  »o  fortunate,  I  aiutura  yoti— tiroomp  old 
man!— Do  g«t  luni  away.  Lont  Arthur,"  Mtid 
hrr  ladyship  apart. 

"  And  mj^elf,"  thought  he. 

"  Strang- looking  man,  JTatth !"  «aid  Lord 
Arthur,  rffrarding  Lu<liow  with  a  long  starr,  as 
he  vreDt  oQ"  with  tbe  chuckling  knight.  What 
with  Belasyse  and  his  cook,  and  these  Clether* 
ingtons,  tlie  pretty  Coiintriw  is  losing  herself 
most  widly.  I  mu.it  give  her  a  hiot.  'Gad»— 
strwige  fcllow,  'faith  !  Sir  Thomaa — oh,  you 
are  gone — heiivenn  Ik*  praised !  Ah !  ViUiers, 
you  iiiid  th<-  fair  Viola  iwwni  to  grt  on  well  to- 
g«th<T.  I  ho|x'  [  sliat)  soon  congnitulatv  y«>u. 
Wlio's  the  salvage  man  you're  brought  here? 
Scarcely  presentable,  I  think ;  but  perhaps  he's 
amusing." 

"  Judge  for  yourself,"  said  Vjlliprx. — "  Lud- 
low, allow  toe  to  introduce  you  to  Lord  Arthur 
Rnchky." 
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"  Beg  to  be  «xcu8ed,"  said  the  eWr^yniiUi, 
turning  hi&  bock,  for  he  had  jwrUcularly  shaj|i 
♦4r«. 

"  What  a  bear !— Ut^ally  Im>  ought  to  be  shut 
u|>.  Chariot.     I*  lie  ikngcrom  T  fl| 

"  Very !"  mid  Ludlow,  in  a  loud  i-oicw,  aa  lie 
turned  onc«-  more. 

"  Sir,  you  aw  uncivil,"  replied  Lord  Artltur. 

"  Very,  wr,  and  (|uarrelsorud  ;"  returHMl  tha 
oUkt. 

"  Uiioh ! — C'onip  away,  Finchlcy — he  is  acler- 
gyman."  wbiapexed  Villierft,  trying  to  prevent  a 
aoene.  "  The  dcril  tako  him,  why  did  I  bring 
himberer 

"  Yihy  did  you,  indeed  7"  mid  Ludlow,  over- 
hearing his  late  pupil. 

"  Vour  proression,  sir."  said  Lord  Arthur, 
pointing  to  hia  side,  where  liung  no  sword, 
"  and  th«  colour  of  your  cloth,  at  least  what 
it  ought  to  be,—" 

"  Shall  not  prctmt  you  from  receiving  satis*' 
htftioD,  if  you  wisli  it," 

TOL.  I.  t 
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1 1 '  f*  Hovr,  sw— do  you  neen —  f 

"  ^'ol  with  tutiricia]  wmpoiuL" 

"  Con>o  HWHv,  Fiiichlcy — he  i»  a  m-co»i1  Top- 
bUD.  ibfi  strong  man."  Villi«n  oaA  UellfLi^M*. 
niakiiig  signs  lo  e&ch  ether,  suddenly  puU«d 
their  friend§  diflbrenl  irays,  wtiilc  prople  sturd 
and  nondered,  mid  hy  dogrre*  dropped  oflT. 

"  Come,  »  claw  of  ivim',  I.udlnw  ?"  uttA  Brla- 
■yue,  dntning  liim  oiTiiito  ll^^^  nrfn^tiiirnt-roonU' 

"  It  i»  «■«!!  icwl.  I'll  warranl  yoii." 

"  Olbr  it  to  the  young  lord,  tlien — 'twill  nwl 
him,"  said  Ludlow  ;  "  bul  /  dhnk  no  vrioe — k 
it  noiiT  fouitd  at  nty  iMhle." 

"  Hang  roe  if  I  dine  with  you,  then" 

"  [t  will  be  time  rnough  to  refuse  wliai  yoii 
are  asked.'  ,.  ^^ 

"  Wlial  rays  the  Ajiici^iti  cod«-,  '  i^iruier  "wkh* 
out  wiiuh— magic  liintcru  nillwut  oiuidle.'  Lo^ 
eOMMe  un  juur  tain  vim!'  &c.  Aiid  Bclasyae 
helped  himtelf  to  a  lolty  goblel-full  uf  Kparkling 
DMUr. 

Ludlow  called  for  a  glnss  of  tau  iMcri. 
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"  Pkuanl  bcvrnigc.  Ma'am,  for  an  eWwly 
^cnilrtuan !"  saki  Lord  B«liwyso,  gravely,  "  Mai* 
rhoew  it  ton  gimi  f 

•'  locWtl!"  returned  tlic  non-(<ODipix-liondiii^ 
lady;'  "  biit  perhapM  Uu>  gmtl4>maii  likes  good 
eating  " 

Depend  upon  it  you  do  him  more  Uiaa  jua- 
What  is  your  usual  dinner,  Ludlow  T' 
■"*•  Walrr-gru«l  of  the  best ;  or  at  ChhstniaB 
an  old  hen." 

"  Make  it  a  lartlrd  capon,  or  u  dinde  aux 
Intf**,  and  1  irill  Hay  yoii  keep  the  day  like 
■n  ortliodox  CliristJai)." 

"  Tbi;  truffles,  1  believe,  are  vray  bad  this 
««r,  wy  lord,"  uid  Mr.  Hwlgt-ly,  t»yinfr  to 
get  into  contiYAution  with  him. 

"  Bab,  bah ! — Ihal  is  a  cry  which  the  turlcies 
haT«  raised,  dtrpend  upon  it,  sir,"  replied  Bela- 
syw,  with  his  mouth  full  of  a  portion  of  the  bird 
he  gawe  crfilil  for  wtch  whrewdnesij. 

Mr.  Hedgety  reddened,  as  if  half  inclined  to 
uke  affront. 
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"  MiuUin,  you  woiiM  incUTtl  be  surprised  ftl 
Mr.  Ludlon-'K  dinnprH,— lot  me  inlroduce  bira 
lo  you,"  coittiiiuctl  Lord  lleliuyw,  enjoying  the 
vronder  ot  the  pretty  rustic  as  she  lesnMl  on 
her  husband's  arm,  rather  rdirin^,  however, 
from  the  stntn^- looking  dcr);yiiuiD.  "  He  u 
the  celftbrate<l  wild  niiin.  Madam,  who  lii-n 
ii]>on  roou,  debituching  on  the  drum-stick  of  u 
bam-door  fowl  only  oiiee  a-j^ar,  and  seasoaiof 
his  repasts  nith  wine  from  the  cellar  of  a  Pre- 
Adamite  sultan ;  while  he  cliops  up  hi*  mnl 
vith  a  hatf^het,  and  picks  hi»  Ivrthvrith  ii  mat- 
lock,  one  of  wlijch  he  has  got  for  wery  day  in 
the  year ;— a  Mn^ular  iiuriant-e  of  extravagance. 
Madam,  stedn^  tliat  he  only  dinm  once  in  ihf 
llinw  iuindred  and  sixty-five !"  «• 

Poor  Mra.  Hedgely  could  by  no  niicans  fol- 
low the  noble  lord's  volubility.  Her  ideas  ««» 
bewildered  amiiUl  wild  mpn,  nMU,  and  poultry, 
pickaxes,  and  Pn--.Adamile  sultans,  from  which 
tthe  jumped  lo  the  conchision  that  a  U-iip-)i'ar 
luis  three  hundred  and  siUytitx  day*,  bfcattw 
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•be  wa&  marriod  on  Ihe  '2'ith  o(  Fubniarv- 
tWb  Hpare  perceived  atie  wuii  becomitifr  a  bilK 
Cor  Lord  Belasysp,  and  withdrew  her  froni  his 
ricinhy. 

^•^  Ludlow,"  aaid  the  Hu-l,  "that  U  aa  exe- 
crable liotel  of  yours  in  Co\-rat  Ganlen.  I  called 
iliere  for  you  to-day,  and  a»ked  what  tbcy  had 
far  luncheon— rash  man  that  1  was;  but  Itiere 
wax  nothin|^  eatablr,  absoliitelv  nothing.  The 
waiter  bad  the  goul,  which  1  thought  mher  a 
^ood  sign ;  but  he  brought  me  a  bowl  of  &onie 
abominable  compmition  he  calM  mock-turlle. 
What  ia  it,  do  you  know  f — By  the  bye,  I  wish 
you  would  Irat-e  word  where  you  are  to  be 
Ibnnd.  Villiers,"  tor  he  had  relumed,  laughing 
ai  Fiiichley's  didcoinfiture,— "  breakfast  wilh  tue 
to-n»rTOw.  You  may  eome,  also,  if  you  like, 
Ludlcnv  ;  but  all  Giraiule's  art  will  be  thrown 
away  upon  y«i. — Good  night,  Villient;  I  ani 
goiiig  to  )U))>  with  Powis." 

"  What,  agniD  V 

"  Again  l-^You  do  DOl  call  llii*  aupiwr  ?" 


Before  ihey  retirotl,  Charlt^g  look  an  oppor- 
tuuity  or  inlrodiicing  Ludlow  to  Viola,  who 
found  liini,  (liougli  lui  i>xlriiorduiar>-,  yel  a  very 
agreeable  pcrHon  for  a  few  raimiU>H'  conv«rm- 
lioa ;  lor  lua  remarks  and  ideas,  quaint  and 
old-world  in  styli?,  wvre  mieli  as  bespoke  a  well 
jumiBlxxl  mind  and  a  clear  bead,  wlitle  ibey 
oould  not  be  iin]ileiuiiif;  to  thow  whom  he 
uddrc-swil  hiiiineir  to  the  task  oT  irvaLiag  viitb 
civility.  He  [i raised  ber  raucb,  a»  ViUiers 
accompanied  Uiui  part  of  tbe  way  bomr, 

"  )'ou  ou^bi,  indcvd,  to  bi;  linppy."  said  )h-, 
"in  the  poMTssioD  of  Iwr  afTrcilons;  but  1  hold 
marriiig«  to  be  sudi  a  problem— I  roeaii  if. 
locked,  it  ewer  takes  place  with  the  perwu  you 
mont  denire  it  tihoultl;  or.  allowing  it  even  to 
fall  to  your  lot  at  a  proper  season,  before  you 
nh&ll  both  have  been  soured  with  disappoint- 
ntenl  uml  grief  for  youth  passed  aiu)  iinii-  lost, — 
grief  tniwle  niorc  biller  u»  you  hetonie  ocry  day 
more  conacioua  that  it  j.t  unav-.iiliiig, — Mill  it  ia 
a  problem." 
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"  Vou  hax«  nexfr  mtrried.  and  yel  you  %pe»V 
tmlia^\y,  Ludlow,"  said  Villiers  :  ■•  j-ou  onoe 
promiitml  me  your  confidence,  let  me  have  it 
now.  Voiir  lifr  might  funiUh  mv  with  aa 
nauiple  for  mtiM." 

LtxUow  grasped  the  arm  of  Villien  with 
uticoiuwtouN  force. 

"Example!"  said  he:  "I  tniA  oot.  trul}i. 
Some  oUier  lime,  Charles  ;  sonw  olber  tin»." 

"  Do  j-oii  brrakfiutwitb  BeljwyBn  lo-morrow  V 
demuivdcd  VilliifrH. 

"What!"  said  the  clergyman,  staodin^  slit), 
and  gaiJng  in  bia  face  as  tliough  )h>  was  trying 
to  make  out  his  features  by  the  dim  mooo- 
beam.  "  Wtint !  do  you  reaily,  then,  believe 
me  mad  ?" 
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CHAPTER  Xt 

"  A)i,  iNXif  Apiciia  1 — Atai !  my  hrarl  bliiii<l>i  fur  thac.  Ilaw 
much  vt  lliou  nol  Id  tin  [utivd  fur  living;  in  M  Mftjru  ii)[e 
uut  coudIi}'  t  IIow  iniLny  guad  <liilir»  h»v«  I  f  al<p  ia  Kngl&nd 
(kkt  wire  uoblKirii  at  Roini:  iu  thy  dtj!" 

:A 

"U'kll,  Sandford.  what  is  Monsieur  Girands 
to  inditlj^  us  with  this  morning?"  eaid  Lortl 
Belasyse,  leading  tlip  way  into  tlic  breakfasl- 
raom  at  lh«  liead  of  uumerouH  guesLi,  iacluthng 
ViHi*r»,  Pastton,  a  Peer  or  two,  a  fcd  Poet  aod 
ii  Iml  Citptoin,  Sir  Thomas  BrillWbank,  a  mc-ni- 
ber  or  two  of  the  Lower  Houw,  und  »  ^riokling 
of  different  Horla  of  mi>n — dilT^rihg,  at  le«si,  in 
dispositionB,  but  agreeing  that  here  Ihey  got 
the  best  dtjftm&r  a  la  fimrcheUe  that  wae  to  br 
luul  out  of  Paris,  -  -■,,■■■  ...  -.■    .. 
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"  Kciilly.  my  lord,"  said  the  fine  "pokrn 
buikr,  aft  )tc  plucnl  tiis  masler's  chair — "  lieally, 
my  lord.  Mocuueur  GJraiide  ia  wo  very  unlx'iul- 
iog.  lliut  il  IB  witti  difficulty  1  can  ever  «lint 
lh«  carte  from  hiiu." 

"Mttiu,  Sanforc),  menu." 

■•  He  contends,  my  lord,  ihul  it  is  corte." 

"  Mrtiu,  menu  I  What  »ay»  Uic  vliigf,— 
*  Va  mtMit  Hw  dt/ant,  nut  JMit  an  fongitr  jnimr,' 
Eb,  Villi«rN?^He  na  tttruiifre  lioh  !— Ilowt-tcr,' 
let  it  be  '  cwlf,'  and  let  me  see  what  it  profe»te«  : 
in  tl>e  mean  time  pray  proceed,  or  rather  com- 
Dienc^,"  continued  he  to  the  aitsembled  |{ue?>ix. 
who  hwl  new  Ki-tilcd  ihiitvM-h«it  at  table:  "  1 
mil  amwer  for  it  that  you  cannot  go  wroag.'-> 
L*t  me  see,  fricnxee  de potifct  it  la  ChevatUre" 

••  A  moat  r«belliou8-sounding  dish !"  aid 
VUlinn. 

"  But  an  excellent  good  one,  thotigh  it  Iw  u 
rrehanffee."  replied  Belasys;.  "  'V\M.-a  lltere  b 
tmffe  a  la  puree  d'orlU'mt — good  again ;  vU 
au  vmt  a  tajinanciere — wry  goodj  poulel  th 
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yraiM  ile  lieurrt  ferteis4e$.—i  think  we  shall 
liave  all  ihc  ft'aihrrtHi  crnaliod  ! — ftl(°  de  finet 
grai — (-scenent ;  jamltoH  ijlae^ — a  Gaticia  ham, 
lean  XvW  you — hum,  hum  ;  souffle  a  la  vanitl*"- 
cirtftrtabli- — don't  tell  Girandc,  Uioiigh,  (Vjt  hrtir, 
Sanford ; — cAleleUfs  df.  FritaU :  membnt  dr 
volailtes  fn  pnpilhUe,  &c,  A  poor  break- 
fast. Monsieur  Girande.  indeed  ; — and,  slay,  /(u 
fruiia  de  /«  taiioitt,  w  ralh^r,  not  of  dh?  Hoawon, 
1  mippose,  more  particularly.  And  now,"  con* 
eluded  th[>  benevolently-minded  Earl,  "  I  pray 
that  tho6e  appetiifs  which  are  in  all  their  morn- 
ing glow  and  freshness  may  be  abundantly 
^ratifipd.  What  is  Sir  Thomas  gnimbling 
about  ?" 

"Thn  hour  ix  loo  early  for  dinner,  awl  too 
lute  for  breakfasl,  my  lord,"  said  ih<-  Kni^hl. 

"  Thill  pray  wait  for  Ihr  one,  and  fnnry  Ihp 
Other  ealpn.  A  man  that  gnirablea  at  bn-ak- 
fast  will  nlmoHt  talk  ]x>litics  at  dinner." 

"  If  llic  wits  are  unefjiml  lo  any  oihi>r  dis- 
course, 1  see  no  tTMsoti  eren  in  Ihiit." 
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"Trnxon  against  the  Momach  m  w«I1  im  tliv 
stale  it  t.i ;— Tor  liun-  can  np  presume  ro  rulo  tb« 
Latter  wh«n  we  have  Uib/i  itic  gonnimpnt  of  tlie 
fonner,  aa  «t-«ry  graenius  Teedi^  should  liaf 
Bui  now,  1  pray  you,  my  friends,  trithout  atleml- 
ID^  lo  Bnttlebaiik,  breakfaal  a*  if  you  did  not 
inleiKl  to  dine,  and  ihcD,  wlioever  may  be  tbe 
hMt,  dino  as  thougli  you  had  not  breakfaaied. 
My  Lords  and  Gf-nlkmcn,  more  friendly  couumI 
I  r^nuoi  gite  yo«i." 

The  g^tmta  BCaroely  remardiHl  time  faeetitt 
with  tbe  laugh  thej-  had  eanwKl,  more  particu- 
larly aa  the  spmkn-  was  in  the  in«an  lime 
^Mting,  albeit  untitcd  to  thr  tnood  alralcniious, 
aud  the  only  abstinent,  for  tlie  reat  bad  oout- 
mmced  an  attack  of  unprpccdf*nlcd  vigour. 

Etvry  potable  wine  of  etery  delidowt   sort,' 
coming  in  as  a  spring-tide,  suddenly  raLied  the 
conversation  to  the  height  dcsirvd  by  the  noble 
host,  who,  himself  mor«  pleased  to  be  silenlly 
ami   sealotuly  eniployail,   rejoiced  iu  iwret  at 
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Uic  verdict  of  ^ie-Kot  vriuch  hi*  friends  thus, 
not  tacitly,  returned,    .i   ...     u     ■  i.,^   ..„ . 

Tlicn  were  no  tetnporainie  gocigtiefl.  yet  Afn' 
OoldcTMl,  the  poi't,  fond  of  Ills  pur4c  d'orti- 
latu  iu  )M^  might  be.  a<ll]eiv(l  to  ilm  bright 
beverage  tuuiied  in  our  lost  chnpler  aa  peculinr 
to  the  princes  pre-Adamile :  hi»  discourse, 
therefore,  was  tliouglit  liy  Brittlebank  to  nanr 
that  fliuh  oftiu!  poetic  firi?  for  which  )i«  bohevM) 
himself  celebrated ;  and  hia  talents  rendering 
him  superior,  indeed,  to  the  many  of  his  un- 
fortunate brethren,  had  not,  however,  stood  him 
in  such  good  vlead  hs  to  »avo  liis  great  name 
[rout  a  place  in  tiie  Oimdait. 
—  "ViUien,"  said  tlie  Knight,  "our  poet  at,  I 
find,  comiu^  out  with  n  second  attack  of  his  prose.'* 

"  When  had  lie  any  other  thing  in  his  cotn- 
pifsiiiott  i" 
.1  "  Xay,  I  mean  in  writy,  and  not  in  wiL" 

"  Vou  take  me  with  you,  Sir  Hioroas,  at  lom«. 
Of  t«,tH9  UUtiir::    . 
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Sir  Thomas  took  smiir.  "•   '  •'  '«'' 

-■  Vou  figtirc  ill  liis  koi  work;  I  Iwar,  Sir 
Tfaoouw,"  obarrved  Pasion. 

Mr.  Gotdctnt  Bhall  «xt-u»e  my  appearing  Jo 
any  water-worh,"  said  (lie  Knighl,  &c«iioimly. 
helping  hiitt^U  to  a  brimming  glam  of  bright 
liquor,  'hmkIi  tia  be  may  patroDix«  the  jniie 
tl  hiiuKcir.  But  I  lirar  ^ou  arp  eliewn  up 
there;  PiUtoo,  as  the  original  from  wliich  Gay 
drpw  his  Rjike."  '  '■* 

"  1  may  Ik*  m  ;  but  d^^rnd  me  from  iwHtlg 
you  as  the  apparition,  especially  in  appropriate 
coKtume." 

"  Ha  1"  said  the  Knight,  and  chimging  hi« 
poipt  of  attack,  turned  to  address  the  poet  t  ' "  So 
Mr.  GoltlcrefA,  I  find  you  Itavr  crammed  ns  all 
into  that  book  oryoun." 

••  1  khould,  tndtwd,  be  iit  a  lo«?  for  chnnirtw,* 
roplied  the  aut))or,  toinenhal  iietlk'd,  "  if  I  made 
use  of  yours." 

■'  Well,  well  ;  CltcslerSeld  shinea  tJiorr  a* 
Lord  CiccTO  PurTamult ;  Povt'a  in  Sir  Ridicutaa 
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Mus ;  and  a  tliird,  old  Captain  Trimmm^ttafl^ 
oa  the  nautical  person,  Bcnbow." 

"  PkIiuI  )'ou  mistake  all.  Bpntbow  is  un 
archer ;  the  wiilor  is  Admiral  8indbad,"  con- 
linuMl  GoldcrcHi. 

"I  think  it  be  thff  ]ioftt  tiimm'tr,"  Mid  Villiirn, 
in  an  under  voic»  to  Paatoii,  "and  Rrittl«baiik 
Itw  old  man  riding;  liim." 

Tile  rhyiiM-r-luniMl  nmvlirf  ro*^  to  t'Kplatn ; 
but  the  good  vi'uw  htid  had  itji  eSlpct  on  lih 
coDipainona :  the  laug^h  was  loud,  and  ho  failed 
>o  cntch  the  ears  of  the  company-  Sitting  down 
abashi-d.  Iw  took  rrfiigc  in  uddrpssing  himw^f 
to  Vdliors  across  ihe  table. 
'  "I  hsive  had  tlie  misfortune  to  be  born  a 
poet,"  aaid  he:  "I  Imve  hitd  the  folly  to  try 
prose ;  jvt  I  may  be  vxcu«cd,  wtr,  aa  touching, 
or.  I  may  say,  in  respect  of  the  ret  angusia 
ttani.  My  talents,  I  speak  it  with  ntodesly. 
were  in  no  wiw  uni-qunl  to  the  fonner  udcW- 
tsking,  r^-rn  wilhoitl  tlm  iHlvaotuges  of  an  e<lnca- 
lion  I  may  boast  of." 
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•*  Xo."  will  VillWs,  gwi-ely,  " '  Pottn  natet- 
tur.  ntmfit.'  " 

The  poH  bowvd. 

"  But.  air.'"  he  continued,  "  I  upohc  trulh  in 
niy  worics ;  and,  leaving  HHlu-ry  to  tlie  iiiuItJtu<tn, 
1  noored  a  bigfaer  flight,  iind  told  the  world  itK 
faulto." 

"  A  aMond  Juvenal !"  Raid  Villicrs. 

ApiiD  GoldtTcst  boned. 

"  Sir,  you  do  me  justice :  bvil  th^  public  did 
Ml.     (^nfqvivm  amicm,  vrrtttu  orlittm  parti." 

••  Wait  a  bit,"  Iwidiy  inwmiplcd  ihp  Kniglw, 
bold  from  juice  of  the  Tuscan  grape :  "  Let  me, 
Mr.  Goldcrest,  help  yon  with  the  truth.  Vou 
have  forgotten  that,  to  Kuit  the  depraved  lanic 
of  the  age.  you  wrote  j'our  '  Characters/  and 
Imd  u«  all  up—" 
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"  All,"  continued  the  unshaken  Knight,  -■  iimt 
because  you  escapnl  a  beating  for  your  paina. 
)-ou  rvsumed  1)h)  gall-dipp«Hl  pi-n  a.t  yMt  lIuMighl ; 
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but  this  time  the  goose-frather  only  appcarwJ, 
not  the  point."  J^- 

"  Sir,_roy  lorAi-thisTanpagel'^IIrritfTif" 
rapidly  pjaciilal«l  the  ri.«inf  prose-poct,  without 
u-reflting  the  attention  of  his  ho*!—-"  ht*x  me!" " 

"  Hear  the  modem  TTiet^hrasdiB !"  exelaimwl 
BriHlcbank.  *• 

A  sudden  silence  Bucoreded  for  the  niotiieriti' 
lu  Goldcrest,  on  liis  legs  to  depart,  made  hi^ 
closing  oration.  -• 

"' I  declajre,"  «aid  he.  nith  hand  on  heurt, 
*'fliBt  upon  my  honour"  ■  ■  '    "'"^  -  "'-J 

'•  Asiipwl— ■'  "'^'''  o" 

"  A»  a  gentleman — and  tin-  tcrtiM  are  5j'no' 
nynioiiK,"  said  Golder»t — ■'  tliut  tln-reiM  not  om^' 
rhardcter  of  all  my  '  Character^,'  in  n-hieh  I  liaie 
aimed  at  personality,  jet  ererj'body  «««>  him- 
Rclfin  the  book." 

"  Hard !"  observed  the  Earl.  '- 

"  But  this  ill  harder,  my  lord,"  said  llie  pent'* 
erring  Knight ;  "  hts  )aM  work,  which  he  mraat 
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lo  be  personal,  u  oue  where  no&ody  M<e»  kini- 
*elf!" 

The  burst  that  foUoired,  lik«  the  §jx>ntaarauH 
«q>lode  oC  muty  rifles,  scwrrly  ullowcd  Gok]^. 
cral's  puroraUQH  of  "mow  ^i&i  cmucia  rtcli" 
to  be  tieard.  He  buckrU  oul,  bowiiig  lo  my 
loni,  iiiul  hi&  luvl  trippetl  over  the  protruding 
daw  of  it  dumb  waiter,  which  nith  its  burden, 
it  (Uaonltfd  jund  extremely  lugh  haunch  of  \vtn- 

I,  (xn-erm)  the  jwet  in  hm  fall. 
laicn  lionHt  wior  ex  i/ttdlibtl  re !"  said  Vil- 
hers ;  and  the  prrscnoc  of  Goldi:n»t  was  known 
DO  more. 

.  ff.  ToB,  or  ooAe«,  Mr.  Sandforxl  f  saitf  Pa«ton, 
lisUewly. 

TIm  butler  MiniKHl  iiot  to  L'Oiiiprehend. 

"  The  Hochean  berry,  Mr.  Sauford,— or  the 
ChiiMnc  herb !" 

"  My  lord  admits  neither  to  the  brvakAut- 
tafaKsir." 
.  ?;  Then  ihey  muat  be  sought  olwwherc" 
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Sandfon)  boiri>d  hi*  iiequipvetMHc,  and  PMton 
wilhdn'w. 

"  'Hiink  ynu,"  snid  the  Ear),  who  had  over- 
hean)  him,  "  that  he  is  gone  in  qti^sl  of  wtwt 
he  nan)««tf  Believe  me,  no.— ;Uas!  poor  Darwin." 

"  How,— the  Darwin  to  be  Mrs   PastonT 

*•  So  he  saj-s." 

"  Considi-ring  the  Udy's  pleasure  aa  a  thing 
of  course— or  of  no  ponsequpncp  I  Bwt  a  she 
so  mucli  to  be  connniMTUted,  witli  no  rich  a 
husband  in  ]M>r4pe<Hive  ?" 

"  For  riches— that  i«  all  bagatelle.  Tbey 
Wfre, — as  Carthage," 

"Or Troy,  myloixl,"  said  Britllvbank,  getting 
rather  fuddled.  " '  FuU  IHitm ;'  but '  deleHtta  ett 
Carthago  r" 

"  Wonderfully  sapient.  Sir  Thomaa,  and  niOii 
Icanwd !  You  have  not,  then,  forgottMi  yom- 
schoohiig  ?"  replied  Belasym.  "  A«  ivgards  t»i 
or  coffi'i",  however,  Villier*.  is  it  not  extnt- 
ordinary  that  ]>eople   are  unable   to  breakf-ist 


VILLI  UBS. 


m 


BOW  without  laying  llie  oppoeite  tides  of  tbo 
globe  undcT  coolribution  ?  By  the  w^y,  I  lueait 
I  to  quarrel  with  Meade*,  for  caviUing  about  sub- 
dejemtera ;— 4li«t  tie  of  «ll  lum  should 
to  prcTpat  ua  from  gcltiDg  i\te  gout  as  wf 
^ftleaae.  To  be  sure,  oq  uo  oue  point  ore  bis 
brethrea  more  likely  to  differ  wilh  luni" 
" '"  Han>  Tou  read  his  boot; .' "  tUikrd  Villicrs. 

0 

■  **  Read  it ! — Pah  1 — I  tlir«w  it  from  me  with 
horror  tin  mommt  I  saw  Uw  title — "On  the 
adwrta^  of  spouf  diet.*  " 

"  Reconnnended,  1  praHuioe,  to  the  liuJf-pAyl" 
wd  the  niilitary  kuighl.  "  To  be  nrrtous  ruinit- 
tcrs  would  i]o  well  to  avail  theiusfK-e»  of  llib." 

"  Pohtic8,  Sir  Thomas  ?" 

"  Ym,  my  lord;  this  bill  for  the  preteniion 
of  appetite— tiK  provisions  of  which,  howeirr, 
would  hardly  exlend  1o  •  Man,'  unleas.  indeed. 
the  act  in  quntioti  were  your  lordship's  excel- 
lent breakfast." 

Three  distioct  rounds  of  applaud  aignified 
*  Ths  King's  phjvidsDi  far  tmUmt*. 
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thsf  Bnttl4*biuik  had  Aatd  a  witty  thing,  nhilt^ 
at  tiw  same  lime  they  expressed  the  proper  sense 
of  ihe  noble  host's  hoepitahty. 
'•'Mr.  Publiua  Asper  remntned,  of  Oie  wh<rfe 
partyi  t)ie  sole  uniipplutiiling  ^ie»t.  Me  wan  an 
infliiriitinl  mcmlHT  of  (he  Lower  House  *,  and  the 
Knight's  alluHion  to  the  ministry,  albeit  in  the 
moment  of  humour,  had  pven  him  a  6l  of  the 
splem. 

ri  '<  My  lord,"  naid  he,  rising,  "  ii  hiw  been  oh- 
jMtrd,  that  in  the  Uile  economical  m^'ft-^ures  of 
ministers — in  Hhort,  my  loni,  I  niiitid  here  a 
repTMentative  of  that  hou«e,  in  which — that  i», 
you  will  allow  me  to  assume  that  some  credit 
is  due  to  IIS  for  our  endeaTouni  at  mlu«tioD  of 
the  uaiionul  burthens. — Forbid  ii,  that  1  «hoiild 
decry  the  army,  or  seek  to  lessen  their  renown ! 
No,  my  lor<l,  wo  have  too  li\-ely  a  rt.'mombnuica 
of  the  gloricjt  of  Blenhi^m,  or  of  its  »lorIfd 
^lendour." 

'""BrftTO,  bravo ! ^ Hear,  hear,  hear!"  rv- 
eclioed  from  end  to  eud  of  the  tabic ;  and  loud 
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Uuglitrr,  however  ill-bred,  at  vrhich  liii;  lionour- 
«ble  number  bocomo  irate,  and  too  far  gone 
speedily  to  ranmntratc  the  r,iy»  of  lus  nuon, 
be  looked  towards  that  end  wttere  the  i^lonon 
hadjufit  taken  plac«.  which,  Budiloiily  fliliMit,  the 
laugh  Has  taken  up,  aa  in  a  catch  by  Ihv  olttrr, 
ip  (um  stilled  aa  the  atony  eye  of  the  menibor 
rolled  its  line  fren^  towards  it. 

Onoe  nwTG  be  had  the  eon  of  the  houw. 
and  oMitiDiUKl  his  rambling  sperrh  better  than 
Iw  lud  bopiit — a  spcrch  in  which  be  praiaed, 
alternatvly,  tliH  minivtry  and  the  opposition; 
decried  a  standing  anny  and  upheld  iU  menl»; 
was  poTMinal  to  Britlkbaiik.  and  finishnl  by 
proponng  to  divR>1  Ikiin  of  a  sinecure  that  he 
held,  nod  hi<  hair-pay.  iiuli-ail  of  which  the 
fralUnt  officer  wsk  to  rcreiTe  a  crown  of  laurel  ;— 
an  arrangenient  he  by  no  means  came  into. 

Mr.  Publius  Asper  now  placed  lus  h»Dd  on 
his  stomach,  in  mtstakc  for  his  heart,  and 
towrered  himatlf  into  bis  scat,  at  which  iha 
Knight  rose,  resenlfpl  of  tlw  late  propwilion. 
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"Am  ■  ftoldier,  my  lonl."  cried  be,  with  unn 
oeTtvin  touM  uf  voice.  ^aduBted  like  a  cracked 
jColophon— "  As  it  soldier.  I  might  be  per- 
mitted to  Kpt-ak  in  defence  of  lb«  army,  my 
lord," — here  he  gave  the  tabic  such  a  bang. 
that  hifi  person  re-alighted  in  Us  cluur ;  but, 
rinng  onn!  more,  he  returuod  to  the  cliarge— 
"  An  »  soldier,  I  isity,  my  lord,  I  tiiiglit  profew 
that  I  cravi>  no  renurd— Dufa;  at  pro  jtatria 
iMri— but  (M  a  iiiiui — " :  again  be  struck  the 
table,  and  made  all  the  glas!)e»  ring  and  dance; 
"as  a  man.  my  lord, — " 

"  You  haw!  forgotten  your  'dteorwn,'"  naid 
u  young  oJIioer  of  the  GuardH  next  him,  laugh- 
ing heartily,  and  pulling  him  back  by  the  coat- 
taiU— thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  sons  of  Mars 
would  experience  little  benefit  from  «ic]i,  or 
any  other  advocate,  in  an  assembly  now  ralber 
under  tlic  influence  of  Bacchus;  and  doubting 
whether,  licre  at  lea*l.  "  tlic  tremendous  power 
of  opinion "  vould  tlic  least  avail,  could  be  in- 
deed sway  it  in  their  favour. 
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Unable  to  refrain  from  jcnning  in  the  general 
taugh  at  Brittlebank's  expense,  Lord  Belasyse 
arose,  and  ted  the  way  into  an  adjoining  and 
more  airy  saloon. 
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A]m  I  out  ji>»u|{  kfFi-eliant  ran  <■>  i 

Oi  walrt  but  tb«  dnatt  i  nheacv  anw 

Hut  cn-il*  of  doA  luxurisim,  dm  sf  hutle, 

K>nk  at  thi>  tnrr,  Ihoiigh  ttrnptint;  to  (he  tfn ; 

FWvTTi  vhuw  wiU  odqiiTv  bnatlii;  but  tgoaio*. 
And  tivri  whcac  gvmi  art  juiion  ;- — 4Uc1i  Ihe  plaoti 
Which  ipciiiK  bruealh  btr  alcp*  aa  Pualon  fli«a 
OVr  the  i>\iil<rii  mldccnvH,  ami  lainljr  paoti 
l-'oi  tome  cvli*tial  rniil  linbulilva  tu  out  want* 

Cuii.t>*  HlBgLU. 


"  Vou  haxfi  often  asked  for  a  n-Inlion  of  some 
points  of  my  9»rly  lifv,"  said  Ludlow,  as  he 
walked  with  Villins  in  a  quiet  part  of  Ilyth- 
P^rk  on  the  foUovFlii^  day,  "  Do  you  atill  nUh 
for  thisT 

Villi^rx  profess^  hia  oa|T«>rnt<<w  to  bw-onw 
hix  confidanl,  tlw  oniy  otie  on  carlh,  w 
Uw  clergyman  doduvd,   that  be  would  be; 
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'  Mid,  compoatng  bis  mind  to  tlte  mjuisitc  de^:re« 
of  alUDtion,  lie  li-ttened  to  a  nanrntira  t>(  thv 
priaoipal  factA  which  marked 
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"  I  diall,  witbout  dnrlliag  too  loni;  upon  any 
of  ibc  cireuinslan««  of  my  lit^,"  said  his  friend, 
"  merely  reUle  wlial  may,  prhapa,  nccoiint  lo 
you  for  the  preference  I  am  said  to  hare  giviii 
the  wliury  kind  of  existence  I  lead  in  the 
country  to  the  society  of  mankind. 

"That  I  do  not  wish  to  forego  all  conununi- 
catioQ  with  civilized  beings,  as  you  would,  in 
<^oDti«disiinctJon  with  myself,  term  tbcm.  my 
abort  annual  tint  to  the  melropolii  may,  I  ihiuk. 
roannce  you ;  but  when  1  ay  that  1  have  as 
>vt  Eoond  no  >0CM-(y  lo  compensate  for  what  I 
early  lo»t,  I  U-U  the  truth,  and  would  not  pur- 
chaw  the  worldly  opinion  of  tlw  multitude, 
n^  8B  we  me«t  here  day  aftrr  day,  by  thi! 
diiyiuae  of  ooc   thought  or  feeling,    if  that 
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uNually  cAteemect  emaW  sacrifice  were  to  be  the 
|)ri<*  of  tlie  bigbest  distiactioD  that  couUl  br 
conferred. 

"  You  knew  me  as  your  tutor,  merely ;  we 
mutually,  1  beliei-c,  eslefnwd  t-ach  other,  I 
fotind  in  you  one  too  young  either  to  interest 
himself,  probably,  about  the  ei'enls  of  my  former 
life,  if  lliey  n'ere  then  recount«l,  or  to  exact 
from  nie  a  deference,  or  cotiKtant  mtrnlion,  vhicb 
a  roan  more  nearly  of  my  own  age  wouUI  ex- 
pp*i.  and.  let  mi*  add,  woul<l  have  been  di«- 
a)ipoinl4^  of  receiving. 

"  Of  my  family  1  shall  say  nothing  mori- 
than  that  it  was  res]>eclubU-,  nor  more  than  is 
n«Mi»»ary  of  Uie  events,  triviai  and  common  in 
themselves,  which  led  me  1o  know  Ida  Clifford — 
led  mc  to  lore  her ;  for  one  could  «c9rrply  be 
ivithout  the  second.  She  was  a  Roman  Catholic ; 
I  was  intended  for  the  iiitlablifihed  Church:  sihe 
waft  allied  to  a  noble  family ;  mine,  I  have  said, 
was  merely  a  rmpcctable  one :  besides,  both  of 
us   were  |>oor,  ami  without    eKjiectstiocu,   shr 


being  one  of  maDychil<lri>n,.ind  I  havingf  nothing 
but  my  taleau  to  depeiul  on,  aiid  tlic  ilistani 
chance  of  a  living,  the  incumbent  of  which  was 
itill  yonng. 

"  Here  were  clifiicuUips  in  my  path.  I  could 
not  drag  her  down  to  tho  ]xn'crty  1  saw  myself. 
a»  I  beliei-ed,  foredoomed  lo.  (hough  alie  wotiUl 
hare  mado  any  BacriGce  for  me  that  duty  and 
maidenly  propriety  might  admit ;  tiw  would 
haw  done  this — she  might  penchance  have  been 
led  lo  more,  had  1  asked  it ;  but  1  lon'd  lier 
too  <Wply  lo  allotv  tlie  design  of  a  clandestine 
unioQ  to  have  place  in  my  brea^tt  till  1  waa 
driven  to  this ;  but  I  niuM  not  anticipate,  ^'ou 
hear  of  lo**e,  ViUiers,  every  day — such  as  ex- 
perience or  profen  tlw  many  dclf-iilolaterA  we 
meet  with  in  our  coiutam  walk»  amtdHi  the 
mtdtitodc;  j-ou  foii  it  yourself— forgi re  nw  if  I 
dvride  a  comparison  between  such — well,  1  will 
My  their — {Ntiful  triiling  and  i)h-  patwioa  tliat 
moved  me  as  an  eartltquake.  or  wtne  aiupendou* 
oonyulsioQ  of  the  olcmenU.    Feel  such  a  love  u* 
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ilini.  and  muddcn,  n»  I  did,  nearly.  Sbe  nas 
tK«<ittful— sIlbII  I  corapar«  \wt  to  your  Viola  f 
fmi  may.  for  M  men  wito  cntffrtiiin  ti  ftvlin^ 
for  HHne  ]>arlicular  woman,  liken  dtoae  they 
boar  of  as  piTlwl  lo  the  occupant  of  their  own 
ii I iiigi nation.  But  she  did  not  resemble  her; 
thoiigli  both  migbt  he  esteemcil  lovely.  Slie, 
Vi]lier§,  was  a  being  of  tbat  unearthly  mould, 
ttmi  «ho  wotitd  strike  upon  ihc  uitlonislied  waw 
M  •  vision— one-  whom  it  it-crr  presumplion 
evRii  to  ajiproAch  with  tliouglils  of  llu«  world. 
She  wa8  too  bright,  too  l)eautifiil ! 

"  Beiieie  that  you  listen  to  a  madman — I  am 
roiitcnt  you  should  ;  for,  when  I  touch  upon 
the  recollection  of  that  perfect  creature,  I  am 
carried  beyond  my  reason. 

"Talented,  and  gifted  with  an  imagination 
itial  made  her  behold  all  tilings  a.<t  good  and 
comely,  wbererer  she  might  be,  it  seemed  a* 
if  lier  being  there  madiv  Nature  more  Imely. 
Htn  was  tlie  light  step  of  llie  fawn,  traeklew 
aa  she  went,  the  clastic  leaves  ^tpringing  lo  her 
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TonM  of  oonturira,  and  brui«he<I  RHidr  ilui  Itrti 
uid  uU  graKB  with  h^r  robr :  yH  n  wild  antl 
pUyful  girl  was  %br,  tlic  child  of  IJMicy  ami 
affoctkui.  all  heart,  jtoelry,  and  enihusia'un. 

*!  wag  not  iben  the  waj-ward  cold  beinfi;,  thr 
n-])uUivp  uceiie  man,  j-ou  be)ip\'i>  to  know  iiir 
now— but  no  mattt^r.  Wlwt  months,  aye  yeart. 
or  ha|>iiiDMs  I  poseHl  under  the  satiu?  rooT  with 
her }  It  may  seem  to  you  improhnblr  niul  wihl, 
iIh;  nchenie  her  fuhcr  formed  of  having  uii'.  a 
Pfy)U«tant,  as  tutor  to  his  sons.  I  had  not 
Oi«n  entered  the  church  ;  but  I  had  fiiii>d 
myaeir,  I  may  without  vanity  My.  for  it  were 
childish  to  disguise  the  knowledge  1  lud  of  my 
own  ahilities, — I  had  Atted  myitrlf  to  bcronin 
a»  I  beliet'ed,  in  knowledge,  one  of  it*  member*. 
1  had  FMuI  for  honours'— i  hnd  [^Njieil  at  every 
lauivl  of  the  «c1mmIs,  and  ponemed  it — I  hml 
torn  from  the  brows  of  (he  repuledly-brilliani. 
the  hair's  they  sought  to  deck  thenisehes  with, — 
1 — ha !  what  idle  words  are  these !     To  («• 
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plain.  I  kiiew  niyftelf  rqual  to  any  undfTtakin^. 
I  could  not  but  be  nwarc  of  this  vrbvn  I  found 
easy  to  my  powers,  and  grat(>f\]1  to  my  feeling 
of  enterprise,  the  eonrjueMl  of  w  bat^-TOr  difficulty 
licpnicd  insurmountable  to  olher*.  Let  thi« 
pa«i* :  my  reputation  had  preceded  mc,  or 
rather  Ictl  to  my  being  eagerly  sought  aa  the 
preceptor  of  the  young  CtifTord ;  and  in  an 
evil  hour  I  became  a  mpmber  of  that  family 
«fhich  prored,  in  one  of  its  olive  branchc*,  the 
ruin  of  my  lioppinese,  as  I  wok  the  dread  cause 
of  misery  to  her. 

"1  had  been  months  in  the  house  bcfoie  I 
was  myself  aware,  and  far,  far  longer  ere  *he 
knew  of  llio  insidious  poi.-'on  Oiat  the  constant 
preMoncft  of  a  ))eing  like  Ida  was  instilling  into 
my  soul.  Could  I  be, — vras  it  in  nature  for 
a  heart  like  mine,  made  of  the  most  fiery 
mat«-rials  that  erer  h)e!<n>d  or  cursed  man,  to 
feel  the  consciousness  of  a  perpetual  vicinity  to 
«iich  ft  loi-ely  girl ;  was  it  pos'siblc  for  me  to 
lie  the  roni^mi  companion  of  her  ramble»— not 


atleti  alone,  I  coiUVisk— -(o  be  the  instructor  of 
nlwt  slu!  ddlnl  h«r  Icuure  houn,  in  many  of 
iboae  more  abetruse  branches  of  learning  which 
women  seldom  try :  could  I  be  tliis,  and  in  » 
tboutanl  oilicT  nameless  ways  tlic  chotsvn  a*- 

,pntaai  of  her  eivry-day  employments,  and  at 
length  her  oonfitiani,  without  loiing  ? — But 
away ! — This  capability  of  feeUng  was  not  ini- 
plaoird  in  man's  breast  without  some  inteniiou, 
beii'ond  our  feeble  jwwer  of  control,  thai  it 
should  m«et  with  a  correaponding  pos^oii  rlst*' 
where;  nor  tliat  it  should  be  doomed  alway* 
to  die  away  without  vonfernng  the  happiness  of 
an  unreserii'ed  and  eternal  interchange  of  such 
friendly  sentiments  as  exist  nowhere  but  be- 
tween those  whom  God  has  ordained,  in  ihi- 
employment  of  a  virtuous  Ufe,  to  work  out  use- 

^Ailly  the  gifts  he  ha^  endowed  them  with. 

"There  wa»  a  pricat  of  tlw  Catltolie  pt-r- 
flua&ion,  who  coa»lajitly,  /  may  say,  inlnidtnl 
at  Uie  Cliffords.  He  looked  upon  me  with  a 
jaundiced  eyv — he  hated  me;  yet  I  cared  not: 
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I  retumed  him  hate  for  hale,  hot  espedalTy 
wlirn  he  devoted  bis  attentions  to  Ida.  Her 
tu  scorned  to  h»vp  sin^lnl  out  for  his  peculiar 
aaaiduily ;  .and  I  couki,  1  ihotigtit,  piTcriw  ut 
length,  no*  a  coldnrsw  lowaixU  mc,  not  a  deeny 
of  tlie  esteem  with  which  the.  h]^*.^  mo,  but 
u  conslraint,  a  rceerve,  an  ind«tcribal)ie  chan^ 
of  manners,  perhaps  unknown  to  henelf,  btii 
^•tiding  into  my  hrart  a  blif^hting  inl)iM>iuw  that 
lay  and  se^llMl  tliere  like  the  curse  of  some  eril 
one — could  such  things  be.  But  cigain  fm>d 
from  hi*  prrwnte,  and  forgelling,  perlwjw,  hi» 
ohargvs  she  wax  all  miuI  and  sunny  brightness^ 
"  lie  was  a  shrewd  man,  th«  priest :  cin-er, 
mighty  in  argtimcnl,  but  bigolted  to  his  church, 
and  blindly  attached  civn  to  the  faults  of  hi? 
eouulry,  vrhich  wait  Irclaiul.  But  for  ihew  I 
i]uarrclted  not  with  him.  We  detested  each 
other,  I  have  said;  yet  he  had  less  reason  to 
halt'  than  fear  mp,  even  than  to  Iovp  mv.  I 
did  him  service,  and  he  rMunH-d  evil  for  the 
good :  but  hear  and  judg*-.     /  am  a  prejudiced 


VILLIKRS. 


44<J 


it  may  be.     Il  in  «  common  incident  .J 
am  about  to  relate. 

"1  hiui  rUlilctD  out  alone,  an  trax  otttn  my 
practice.  At  thcwe  times,  to  enjoy  the  (nn 
communication  with  my  own  tliou^tte,  I  usually 
aroidetl  the  bcat«n  puth.  and  piullg<^d  into  Uhi 
thicket,  or  cm«»e()  with  rapidity  tlie  tracklpm 
wilds  thai  bouudixl  tlur  ('litTord'N  drmoxntv  i 
yielded  to  none  iu  horseoianfihip.  1  felt  a  des- 
pent«  plMutiin;  in  advonutring  leajM  which 
many  brav«  liearts,  ev«n  with  hounds,  havf 
leA  uatriMl.  But  this  is  not  to  Uic  piirpOM-. 
Willi  all  my  iirdour  Tor  fiolJ  xporlK,  I  had  a 
romantic  ploajtuiv  in  solitude,— a  j)as.->ioD  for 
fbnst  scenery  in  all  tU  niklneaa.  There  is 
umetbiag  so  lonesome,  ho  retired  from  the 
bus)'  world,  so  spporvntly  ad  venture- like  in 
the  deep,  dark,  aoU-nm  wood :  tliere  it  a  loice 
for  me  in  tite  wind  that  passev  over  it,  a  wild 
munic  in  tlie  hidilen  ruith  of  iraters,  and  a  beHin 
of  joy  in  their  Mtdden  sparkle  as  they  emerge  from 
the  gloom  of  tlteir  socret  jvw\,  most  congenial 
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1o  the  soul.  Ei'oA  ncm-  I  ivjoic»  in  th«  wilder- 
n«w,  iiiid  my  heart  leaps  again  at  the  recollee- 
lioD  of  an  inlellectual  pleasure,  then  made  \\ov, 
much  morr  intemw,  by  ihe  knowlHge  ibaii 
Ihtra  wait  one  being  in  the  norld  who  might, 
Bt  a  futur«  ilav,  enjoy  with  me  llie  delights  of 
tiuch  sort  of  eiustencc  aa  she  knew  I  \o\vil  I 
Atui,  that  consciousness,  tlioM;  hopex  arc  paitMtl 
away  for  tvcr  I 

-  •*  What  a  tonchint?  meJancholy — what  a  n>- 
gretfuliiesK,  uni'xplaintHl  to  thi^  hoart,  i^  iIuti* 
not  iu  the  solitude  which  makes  ua  {>ani  for 
Mine  on«  kindred  mind,  some  being  who  may 
lecl  all  the  high  enthusiasm  we  feel,  and  know 
wll  our  brinht  thoughts,  subtle  and  too  rapidly 
changing  as  they  arv,  even  for  the  exhibition 
of  language,  far,  far  too  evanescent  for  the  mind 
(o  record.  This  was  the  tiappineox  to  which 
I  might  not  attain.  Even  liad  Ida  l>eea  mine. 
1  now  think  ]  might — I  should — haie  failed  in 
arriving  at  such  a  bli-is  as  my  soul  desired,  the  in- 
ter-conununioii  of  thought,  instant,  uniultaneotis ! 


"  Unreasonable  bein^  thul  1  am  and  was. 
bere  on  earth  bow  shall  to  hvnivnly  aii  attribiih- 
be  known  lo  man  ?  An  ethereal  quality  it  l>, 
and  muM  vvtr  be,  this  immmcity  of  spread 
over  in[«lWtuaI  dominion,  so  far  beyond  ihr 
^rasp  of  any  human  miiHl.^boundlesB,  my»> 
tcrHMiH  a*  v<ertuty,  whose  bvgiiming  wa*  not, 
neither  >ha11  its  ond  be, — too  \9st  for  the  cou- 
iracled  span  of  man's  imagination  to  comprc- 
hend,  bowcvn-  Tfpkfulid,  however  wonderful  thi 
maybe:. 

"We  litred  in  what  i»  called  a  bad  country — 
that  ia>  the  neighboiirtiood  vran  unbiiunlcd  by 
gentry,  and  Ij-ing,  a»  the  wild  tract  did,  belwwii 
two  populous  districts  far  away,  it  was  i^^u- 
liarly  infested  with  trampers  and  gipsi**.  / 
hud,  however,  met  with  no  molestation.  On 
the  day  I  have  mentioned,  my  hon^,  uDclwckpd, 
had  Iteld  his  own  way,  and  carried  me  down 
a  lotiewmc  Unc,  in  the  narrowvatt  part  of  which 
I  puUetl  up  (0  catch  the  passing  effect  of  a 
cloudy  ohadou'  upon  the  masses  of  foliajfe  tliat 
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B-vista  in  Uic  war  wood  prcwntMl,  u-h^n  sud- 
denly i  heard,  cloie  to  m«.  a  Mraiigt-  kind  at 
whispering,  or  rather  quick  succrasion  of  rout- 
terrd  «oundH ;  and  I  will  conross  to  )-ou  ihut, 
firni  as  niy  arrrn  arv,  I  Htartn)  od  beholding, 
when  I  turned  round,  u  horrid  looking,  half- 
i-raiy  creature,  on  luv  knceK  at  my  horw'n  hind 
f4<et,  thougli  eompivhat  towards  the  aide.  I'hie 
n)ti[>pingund  mowing  haU'-idioi,hnlt'-madwomao, 
nii-thodical  as  she  occasionally  was  in  her  mad- 
ness, esBayed  to  turn  me  from  my  purpose  of 
going  forwanl ;  but,  ditcrcgarding  hett  and 
])erha)>!t  ashamed  at  hanug  shewn  any  Mgn* 
of  at!right,  1  walked  my  horse  on.  The  woman 
ro«p,  and  at  a  bound  again  threw  herself  on 
her  knees  m  directly  before  me  that,  without 
riding  ot'er  ha,  I  could  not  proceed.  She  held 
out  Iwr  skinny  arms  and  implored  m**,  by  the 
moot  prewiiig  enlreatiee,  for  such  1  deemed  her 
geMurvs.  to  turn  my  horse's  head.  I  was  about 
to  dismount,  and  thrust  her  trom  my  path  and 
from  the  danger  of  being   trampled,  when   1 


tford  a  loud  cry  from  bcjimd.  It  vra-i  o(  a 
■nun«  voire..  I  wat  in  \he.  ClilTord's  neighbour- 
tiootl— could  it  be  any  of  th«  family  t  Suddenly 
I  ikulinl  lovranlM  tlw  upot  from  whence  the  cries 
proceeded,  and  beheld  Father  Michael,  tliopri)'?!!, 
lying  oa  tho  ground  and  roughly  handled  by 
Iwo  gipMCS.  stout  men,  vrho  liad  sadly  beq(i-ii 
after  robbing  tiitn,  and  Rould,  but  for  my  timely 
interference,  haw  xoon  put  <in  end  to  hi^  siirVer- 
iogi  with  hia  Ufe.  Suffice  it.  I  sai«d  him, — J 
«ut«d  him  who  wa«  livreafter  (o  be  the  caun- 
of  a  iDora]  death  to  met  Oh  that  it  mifrhi 
have  been  by  some  other  hand  than  mine,  I 
oAvn  thought,  after  all  had  passed  away  like 
a  dnum,  and  (brgvt  that,  in  Mr^-ing  him,  I  liad, 
perchance,  in  »ome  »ort  ntom-d  for  th«  dee|i 
calamity  I  cauwd.  Let  me  ehorten  thin  :  I 
wared,  but  I  still  hBt4?d  him. 

*  One  of  iho  ruftinn;  was  brollter  to  tlie  mad 
waaMn,^-liis  luune  Giles.  Isared/ttmalsolroni 
the  law.  Ttu!  other  wat  cond<-mnc<).  But  had 
it  not  been  for  the  utoppagc  occasioned  by  lii» 
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MHter.  tho  priest  vrouUl  bavi  been  murdervHl! 
It  was  a  wild  idea  of  justice  on  my  part,  but 
I  ceded  to  it,  and  irould  not  appear  a^ainitt 
him,  The  prieHt  aljM>  could  renicmbcr  but  the 
features  of  the  other.  He  was  a  bad  man — Giles ; 
hut  he  frit  grateful,  and  served  me  ia  every  way 
ho  could.  Mr.  ClilTonl,  howcrer,  had  such 
strong  suKpicionA  of  liis  bt-in;;  an  accomplice, 
that  he  tried,  by  evi^r^-  nicaiia  in  hu  power,  to 
have  him  convicted,  and,  faiUng  in  tjiis,  he  per- 
secuted the  gipsy,  who  still  haunted  that 
countrj*.  to  »  degree  that  I  feared  n'ould  UnkI 
one  of  so  revengeful  a  race  to  some  deed  of 
rftribulion,  as  he  nould  belime  It. 

"  Months  rolled  on,  and  the  priest  wra  about 
lo  take  his  departure  for  his  native  land. 

"'I  leave  you.  good  Mr.  Clifford.'  said  he, 
'  but  soon  I  sliall  n'turii,  for  it  brhoiTS  me  to 
be  diligent  and  speedy  in  the  work  i  bate  in 
hand ;' — this  was  his  language,  and  I  thought 
liii  ey(!  glanced  towards  Ida :  '  for,'  continiu-d 
hcv  '  the  vices  of  this  world  are  quick,  to  shed 
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(heir  bftitrful  inCluenoe  uroumi  the  head  of 
tiutonence  and  purity.'  He  looked  at  me  as 
he  concluded.  I  could  hare  &truck  him  into 
aniiihilntion  at  the  implied  taunt,  but,  eomitig 
up  at  tiui  niorarni,  he  lioU)  out  hi*  hamd,  whieh 
1  could  not  rvfuw,  iiud  eulogixed  iiie  lu  tin- 
man to  whom  lie  owed  liia  Itfe.-^Uypocnte 
and  slai'e  I 

"  He  DOW  blnwd  all  the  CliRbrds  sepBralely: 
but  wbeo.  at  the  lost,  Ida's  turn  hod  conie  to 
kneel  at  his  feet,  she  bur»t  into  te«ir!.  Some- 
thing too  long.  1  lliotight,  tiie  holy  mnti  «Ilou*<s) 
hi«  Angers  to  run  themxeUett  through  the  luxu- 
riance of  her  rich  brown  liair,  nhile  he  bestoned 
his  blessing. 

"  He  willulnw  ;  and  ax  hix  gaunt  figure  gni' 
dually  receded  along  the  a\enuc,  and  wil-<  at 
length  loet  (o  \iew,  I  fi^lt  rt'lieved.  as  it  were, 
from  no  incubus  tlint  during  a  long  night  of 
fetcruh  agitation  had  disturbed  nty  rest. 

"  The  words  of  dark  import,  which  hml  esM 
caped  him  when  ho  looked  at  Ida  before  jiort* 


256  VILUEKS. 

ingj  I  (lid  Dot  understand,  and  for  a  tiin«  tlM> 
whole  passed  from  my  miml ;  but  her  uiinonted 
^vity  and  constrained  manner  bad  increa>>ed 
towards  mt,  and  wu  of  late  coofiiwd  to  Ihow 
liinos  when  ilw  prifsl's  presence  might  haw  ac- 
eounted  for  iti*  i'xi»t«nc«  1  diirtcniiiaed,  then,  to 
elu<:idate  ihiit  mystery,  and  sought  an  opportu- 
nity to  exton  the  wiflhcd-for  explanalion. 

"  ThJB  soon  occurretl,  Wc  liad  now  ci'»t>otl 
to  disguise  from  each  other  our  mutual  fe«linf;!t. 
The  attachmeiil  between  uk  was  deep  and  tender; 
1  may  say,  from  the  j>eculiar  circiimstances  under 
whid)  ne  were  placed,  solemn.  On  both  sideK 
there  was  that  dread,  common,  1  believe,  lo 
young  people,  that  our  passion  !>houId  be  dif- 
oOWTMI;  for  this  would  inevitably  lead  to  its 
0%-crthrow,  or  at  least  to  the  pre^-euiion  of  all 
intercourse.  Yet,  what  availed  it  that  Htich 
idiould  continue  ?  There  was  no  pro»]>eet  open 
to  us  beyond  that  which  Iiad  presented  iteelf 
on  the  lirsi  day  we  met. 

"  In   a  Kniotc   part  of  tlK   grounds  lay  a 
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fiiTOurife  iptAof  the  sistn-s,  a  w!ld  and  bcnu- 
liM  dell :  it  had  bf«n  a  vear  before  the  KUte 
of  an  adrcnture,  where  my  slron^b  vnu  of  Mnf 
■rail  in  t^tricating  their  brotlwr  from  ttic  (\tv]i 
wnler  lltat  rnn  ncAi* — it  po!*«n«ed  «  gnaier  iii- 
Uftvsi  for  nte ;  I  ha<l  ih«n  flrat  Irarnisl  ihat  wy 
life  aim  ma  precious.  We  vrandrrod  ihilber. 
liM  and  I,  and  loitered  abotit  the  dell.  K:K-h 
had  some  heavy  load  upon  the  heart.  yM  each, 
ds  yn-  mast  have  appeared  to  the  other,  was 
iinviUin^  to  break  silence  hy  inqiiirinf^  wliat 
caused  our  grief.  At  length  I  triwl  to  tear  the 
toI  from  her  heart ;  though  the  subject  required 
words  of  caution,  for  which  1  was  not  at  thai 
inon>ent  in  the  vein. 

•"Ida,*  I  demanded,  •  why  of  late  this  cold 
altered  manner,  tlii«  constrained  respect,  this 
bearing,  which  I  r«nnot  describe?  Something 
has  befallen  to  vex  you :  apeak,  and  make  me 
the  confidant  of  your  griefs.* 

"  ■  Ah.'  replied  she,  '  the  tnany  that  I  haw  to 
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o|)prc«»  mc,  ibr  ftjifh  tliat  vex  mc.  MareBlj' 
leave  my  mind  at  liberty  lo  M«k  Uk  conifevl 
of  a  frieDtl  to  conaolt  or  lo  advise — nay,  the 
Uuvr  I  tiave.' 

'**i*You  have,  truly,'  said  1. 
I  ■•■ '  Nol  here,' 

"  *  Ida!— I  coiiiiirohend  you  uot— '  il 

"  '  I  am  very,  very  unhappy.' 
|ii*<"My  prMMKw  makes  you  so?' 

"  She  miulc  no  «>i)ly  hut  that  of  tears,  ^ 

"  'This  is  a  bad  world?'  she  at  length  said, 
inquiringly, 

"'True,'  1  n'))liMl;  'but  it  exists  as  it  vras 
mB^f ;  it  remains  as  it  was  originally  de»tf;ned.* 

"  '  Man  is  gi>n<*rally  worlhleas,'  said  Ma. 

"  '  Hv,  altK).  ha.t  seldom  been  better,'  sakl  I, 
surprised  at  a  sententiousness  that  woidd  at  hu- 
othcr  time  perhaps  have  amu^n)  me.  '  V«t  thii' 
world,  bad  us  it  is,'  i  added, '  and  worse,  an  many 
of  its  inhabitants  are,  should  not  bo  worthless 
lo  vou ;   to  me  it  never  can  be,  while  it  ht^Ja 
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Ida  CliflbnL     But  I  see  you  hare  been  told  to 

ronxklrr  vae  aa  oiii<  of  the  tvortliles^— is  it  not 
»o,  liUr 

**  Sbe  replied  not. 

"  •  I  am  td  thank  Father  Micliad  for  ihb !' 
I  continued ;  '  but  he  shall  perhaiM  yn.  receive 
hi*  e^uiralent.' 

"  My  manner  may  have  bcrn  too  onrrgetic  :  1 
considrtvd  it  not,  and  alBrmed  hrr;  but  ntill 

pursued. 

"  '  I  see,   I  see  it  all,'  I  cried,  vehrmenlly. 
•  The  priest  appeerrt  in  his  true  colours.' 
—""It  is  not  a^intil  you.  but  your  religion," 
said  Ida,  at  length;  'thi^  indeed  urgiw  him  (o 
object  to  your  remaining  here,  and  for  me — " 

" '  Well,  Ida,  what  of  j-ou  V  I  demamled, 
stifling  and  subduing  my  wrath  into  a  desperate 
calmoew. 

•*  •  Alas !'  said  »lw,  hiding  her  fnw  in  her 
hand*,  f»  «he  leaned  against  the  bank,  and 
burst  into  a  fresh  flood  of  tears ;  '  for  mi- 
bm  one  thing  lemains.     I  have  lo^ed  you — 
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sliame  it  i*  to  mnftm  it  thus — lored  you  inc»i 
tenderly,  duwt  truly ;  but  now  nmr,  newt 
more !' 

" '  How,  Ida  f  said  I,  poAAionately.  »--<  I 
frasped  her  hand,  and  held  it,  nlmOKl  breath- 
le&s  with  aurpriite  atui  Indignnlion, — btit  not  at 
her.  '  How,  Ida — now  no  more :  and  ichy  ?*  *' 
"i.*<Bce»D»ft,'  nhe  rqjiiwl,  eolemnly.  and  draw- 
ing away  her  hand — '  I  am  to  wod  another.'      ^ 

"  I  flung  Troni  ht-r,  and  Htart«l  bnrk.woinliT 
und  agitation  rendifring  nte  alnio«t  Kpcfchlewf. 
Again  I  claajied  her  hand,  and  she  reaiMed 
not 

'f.' Another,  Ida!* 
■ "  •  He  IS.  not  of  this  world,"  wm  the  reply,      i 

"  •  Ah,"  thought  I,  ■hocked  and  aWonishml. 
•this,  then,  i«  the  »ile  priest's  work — her  mind 
has  wandered!'  '" 

''  "  But  it  WM  not  BO.  She  fonlinm-d,  more  so- 
Iminly  and  whh  greater  rtilmneita,  '  I  am  not 
to  wed  an  earthly  -cpouite  :  the  cloister  will 
■•oon  be  inv  home r    i-"-:   '""   """    '■"' 
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"  I  was,  I  believe,  nnrly  frantic  at  bearing 
tbi&.  I  stajnp««l  and  raved  in  the  bitteriiKs  of 
my  rage. 

"  '  Nerer,  neVKT !'  I  cried,  witb  a  vehvnu-nec 
lluu  frighu-ned  the  poor  fragile  giri.  '  Never  I 
I1iey  lilittll  not  weriBce  y«ui,  b<4uitifut  Ida. — 
no,  DO,  we  will  h»ve  do  such  priestly  work: 
tbe  time  ha«  puaed ;  it  Rhall  not  return  lo  (rtr 
Edisluid.' 

" '  I  )»vi?  pronuMcl  him,'  she  Raid. 

"  •  It  »bull  go  for  naught,  Ida. — your  coment 
was  forced  ;'-^«iid  1  leaped  from  tlie  ground 
vritli  rage.  I  was  beyond  my  own  control,  am) 
ran  on  in  a  stnun  of  invective  wliich  it  is  to  iu> 
pur|)0«c  here  to  recount.  By  and  bye  I  vrsH 
moK  calm-  '  1  now  comprehend  the  fatl>pr's 
vilUu^-,'  Mid  I :  '  h«  could  cant  about  tbe  ju*- 
tice  of  a  lioly  inquitiitioa  at  timen,  and  wbtlf 
doing  tliis,  foj-ge  «hem«  for  j-our  perpetual 
inpriaoiimentl  I  w«U  remember  how  his  eye* 
gliittened  as  ]k  laid  lunds  on  you.  and  thought 
bow  moil  this  glossy  hair  sbould  become  bi« 
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prey.  I  ooniprchcrKl  liini  now !  But  they  shall 
not  touch  one  lock,  nol  one  beautiful  trees  of 
this  hair,  Ida.  Fear  them  not;  trust  to  me, 
to  your  own  faithful  friend,  and  Ijcwarc!  of  thU 
traitor  priest.' 

"  '  Ha !  do  not  cutl  him  so ;  he  is  my  paslor, 
and  I  reverence  htm,'  said  slie. 

"  '  Unhappy  girl !'  1  cried, '  you  will  go,  then, 
willingly  to  your  tUwlniction — lo  a  living  grave; 
but  no,  I  will  save  you  from  yourHclf;  and  they 
shall  never,  newr  tear  you  from  me.' 

"  With  gentle  violeni*  I  drew  her  towards  roe, 
I  was  (lirtracted.  1  would  haic  borne  Iwr  from 
ilie  spot;  and  she  was  in  my  arms,  lift4>d  oft'  the 
ground  for  tltat  purpose,  though  where  I  should 
have  carried  her  I  knew  not, — for  I  thought  not 
of  it^when  full  in  the  front  appeared  her  father. 

"  Villiert — ^that  moment,  with  it«  wild  deli- 
rium and  its  maddening  misery,  is  a  period  of 
existence  that  will  never  die  from  my  recollec- 
tion— it  was  years,  years  1 

"  Wc  had  been  watched,  each  word  eagerly 
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listened  to ;  the  priest  had  ably  done  his  work, 
and  put  Clifford  upon  his  guard  against  the 
designing  heretic  whom  he  fostered.  That  night 
— aye,  within  that  hour — I  left  the  house,  never 
to  return." 
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CHAPTER  Xm, 


Her*  I  6uil 


Th»  ftiBon  or  tOD^  Itumght,  uul  ilhrd-uii  Uu% 

Which  oliblng,  leave  a  itetlle  Itnrk  Lulikml ; 

(Tet  *hUh  all  hmvily  the  jouraeying  ytvt 

Plul  the  ImI  Mudi  at  lib,  wbsrc  iiol  ■  lluvcr  aiiiirui. 

CiiiLu*  Umdi.u. 


■'  Did  you  think,"  saUl  Ludlow,  as  on  tti«  nior- 
row  he  resumed  hU  narrative — "  did  you  think 
thai  the  i'xproMioiiii  1  hud  ttscd  tutsardc  Idx  oti 
that  day  were  inore  words  of  course?  I  said 
but  what  I  would  do; — I  threatened,  if  threat 
it  was,  but  what  I  would  cxi!cul£.  Yet,  nhai 
availit  il  tliat  I  («11  ycMi  all  I  The  night  I  \mvr 
(taswd,  afh>r  recounting  to  you  sonn*  of  ttu»c 
thing*  which  led  to  grrat  unbappiness,  lias,  io 
the  rerired  recoUection  of  ita  sequel,  brought 
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again  a  part  of  my  suRWinga  of  old — suflering* 
whicb  you  or  any  other  koMr  no«  of.  Why 
ibould  I  tell  you  of  these,  or  of  ray  mind  bojnf; 
corhed  back  to  past  events,  which,  would  it 
irere  po««blp,  might  be  buried  in  Mernal  obli- 
rion.  It  nuiy  not  be.  Lut  night  1  wu  haunted 
by  viatoM  of  former  times.  Sleep,  rest  wen,  wan 
inpouible.  Yean  passed  over  me  with  all  their 
troublef,  as  lividlr  as  if  I  still  wandered  upon 
tfaat  deaolste  wild  of  unhappiness, — yeara  in  the 
space  of  hours.  I  had  thrown  myself  on  my 
bed.  and  tried  to  shut  out  memory,  thought, 
being.  I  wishrd  for  temporary  aonihilation  till 
tbi*  trouble  itbould  have  passed  away.  May  you 
never,  Villier«,  know  the  wrtichedness  I  have 
Mil  You  have,  yo«  will  say,  mffcrcd:  your 
sorrows  have  indeed  been  light,  rompand  with 
llie  load  of  woe  u[M>n  my  darkened  heart 
Horror  of  horrors!  —  the  nights  that  I  have 
sometimes  passed.^^tho  sleepleM,  agoniied— 
Rtretehod  out  as  tbcy  would  nerer  end  —  nighi» 
that  1  h*»-e  eikdured !  I  shudder  at  the  remem- 
tot.  I.  « 
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hrance  of  ihcm,  and  tremble,  as  I  dread  that 
ihpy  have  nol  y<tl  left  nie.  Thai  (he  mi»d  can 
«nst»in  Mich,  and  »tiU  6e! 

"Theae  thougbta  bring  again  to  mind  the 
>ipac«  of  racancf  I  spt>nt  afar  from  hence:  it 
was  in  an  ancient  tover,  a  vast  feudal  fabric, 
rojoiring  in  ita  atill  unshattered  strength. — but 
away  ! — what  is  all  this  to  you  ?" 

"  Proceed,  and  tell  me  all,"  said  Villien, 
anxiously;  "your  slightest  thought  or  (eeling 
inii'restUi  me," 

'■  It  was  the  solitude  of  solitudes,"  resumed 
Ludlow,  ill  bis  strange  rambling  mamitr :  "  the 
fisherman  scaroe  ever  venlured  near,  for  th« 
dangcrn  tliat  lurked  around.  The  castle  stood 
clorx*  to  the  sea-sliore,  wild  and  wlitaiy.  Ai 
night  I  loved  to  wander  through  its  niite«  or 
dexolntP  chambers,  or  stand  exposed  to  the 
storm  upon  ils  Itiglicst  pinnacle.  The  hiirricanr 
that  swept  plain  an<l  ocean  was  the  sole  source 
of  joy  to  me,  swelled,  aa  I  could  fancy,  with  the 
wail  of  d«utli.      1  thought   tltci*  wa»    somc< 
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■  itretch  note  miaerable  ttuui  (nynctr,  y^  I 
J(l  gladly  haw  ]><'hlli'Nl  my  own  life  to 
tf»  his; — fancy  was  it,  perhapH.  The  sKorm 
beUonvd  on  in  ita  might,  nad  t}w  lighinin); 
Bash  blaatMl  things  nrar,  but  »purc(l  me. 

"  Summer  catne ;  I  grew  weary  of  my  abode ; 
I  loath«d  tl»  Bound  of  ocean, — itaoeaaeles*  noi»e 
upon  the  shelving  beach  beneath  made  me 
nervous  with  the  hollow,  nudden,  poncntous 
&U,  as  the  calm  but  high  wave  advanced, 
curled,  and  datilxsl  itM-lf  into  foamy  destruc- 
tion ;  or  the  monolonoux  pebbly  wash  as  it 
r«c«ded  :  the  one  Deemed  to  apeak  in  anger, 
which  vexed  my  excited  spirit  :  tlie  other 
mocked  me  with  its  remorH-ful  tone ;  yet  this 
eeaaelem  nomc  would  lull  me  into  slumber.       ^r 

"  But  if  I  slept,  dreams  haunted  my  wild 
brain  with  their  lormentH.  1  dreamed  of  part' 
ii^K,  the  partings  of  afr««tion^of  (lione  who 
were  not  again  lo  mi^  in  lhi<  world.  Vet 
Ibink  not  that  wluU  1  have  just  recounted  wm 
ihc  last  I  saw  of  Ida  :  you  shall  hear  more  of 
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her :  but  my  vUions,  long  after  we  had  parlttl, 
brougltl  her  afroin  Ui  my  presence  but  to  part. 
My  dreams  were  of  partings,  1  hare  said, — part* 
ings  of  thoie  destined  to  meet  no  more  on  iIiik 
earth ;  unavailing  regrets,  everlasting  farewells.. — 
long,  hollow-sounding,  still  prolonged,  length- 
ened out  to  eternity,  farewells.  I  thought  the 
word  borne  upon  every  bla»t.  I  was  weparulcd 
from  her,  yet  sought  her,  was  doomed  to  wek 
tier  for  ever.  I  was  confused  in  the  long  and 
gloomy  passages  that  led,  I  knew  not  whither — 
it  might  be  to  another  world  :  forgelfulii«m  camr 
ujion  me, — all  but  the  sense  of  some  dreadful 
misfortune.  I  knew  that  I  Kobbed,  and  that 
my  heart  wa»  tearing  it.self  to  pieces  witli  regret 
for  ca)imitie»  unknown,  though  felt;  and,  as  I 
awoke,  the  whole  would  pass  away  like  the  sub- 
aiding  of  a  givat  flood  which  has  leR  alt  thing? 
desolate  and  dead. 

"  I  fled  at  length  from  a  place  where,  in  utier 
nselessncss,  I  wa>  wearing  out  my  energies.  I 
hated  the  state  called  soUtude,  aad  still  1  ab< 
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Bnted  lite  presence  ot  man  ;  but  I  <IptC3t4Hl 
nr^lf  also,  and  this  U  tltr  wont  of  all  to  fiiflirr. 
OtK«  mora,  thm,  I  aoughl  communion  witb 
my  kind."  •• 

— *  Bui,  berore  this  wtirement  and  return,  what 
became  of  Ida  f  iiaid  Villien. 
"'"■Tnte;  you  shall  hcAr. 

"  I  hsTf  said  that  my  intention  was  to  circuiit- 
vent  Father  Michael's  plan  of  immuring  ro 
lovidy  a  girl  for  life  in  a  convent.  Oh,  that  | 
bad  lot  it  puss!  But  ittiU,  to  know  thai  kIm- 
was  for  the  r«tt  of  her  ttays,  her  young  tbtyt, 
to  live  the  wretched  tenant  of  a  cloist«r, — lo  w« 
doomed  to  a  life-long  captivity,  the  beautiful, 
the  eood,  the  uwful, — to  think  that  the  bcnrfi- 
'cent  intontions  of  a  power,  who»e  wisdom  it  is 
lion  ownt  to  r|ue«tion,  should  b«  frutrtratwl ; — here 
worn  not  my  ohoK-ughtedncM,  Villiorit,  1  wasi 
blinded  with  zeal  and  passion,-— that  ii  beinf; 
ft»!l  of  eharitj',  and  blflWu-d  with  wcry  gift  'hat 
'cntiM  make  morlal  life  moi4  highly  prized,  and 
losing  *a  earthly  ob)vCt,  should  be  profunply 
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plighted  tbft.^pauH  of  that  church  to  which 
lier  thoughu  could  itot  with  all  hoUne^  br 
directed  ;  thai  she  was  to  bo  cut  off  from  a 
world  she  rejoiced  in,  itnd  her  future  living 
inadc  of  no  uvoil,  sure  in  innooencn  Ihxn  deed 
of  haim,  h«r  mind  beyond  control ;— tliis.  1 
Haid,  could  norcr  be  the  will  of  a  deaigninK 
Piwidence.  which  haa  ordained  all  beings  to 
work  out  their  way  to  future  reward  in  the 
good  they  shall  perform  in  their  passing  state ; 
uiid,  in  my  tnodncMs,  I  belict'cd  myself  the  in- 
mruinent  of  tliat  high  power  to  save  her  from 
destruction. 

"  You  will  say  that  1  wa«  not  diwntCTPrtcd. 
1  -gnuit  all.  Nor  will  1  urge  the  excuse  of 
youth  and  thoughtle«!tneM ;  neither  dwell  upon 
the  feelings  which  rav^iged  me,  mind  and  boily, 
after  I  was  ejected  from  her  father's  house : 
theite  you  may  well  imagine. 

"  The  deuHMnc  of  Clifford  was  situated  amidst 
deep  woods,  and  ikirldd  by  wild  moors.  Ttie 
road  to  the  neare»i  town  led  across  these.  Imi 


80  trarcrsed  and  int«wcl«)  with  numproue 
others,  tbut.  if  not  wry  w«U  acquainted  with 
the  oMintry,  a  trat-eller  might  easily  become 
perplexed.  For  myself,  being  used  to  ride 
Trequently  across  tbem,  I  would  have  conlidenlly 
adfentured  orer  the  moors  on  th^  darkest  night. 

■■  About  six  or  »Ten  miles  from  Ibe  houw, 
liter*  is  *  point  or  eminence  Mtrroundcd  by  uim- 
of  the  dreariest  heaths  in  I^nglaod,  marked  by 
two  huge  stoncH  nearly  straight  up,  or  but 
slightly  cun-ed.  and  leaning  forward ;  (hey  were 
called  by  the  country  people.  Me  devU'i  horn* — " 

"  It  waa  a  pleasant  name !"  sajd  Villicni. 

"  It  was  an  apt  one,"  re»un>cd  Ludlovi',  "  for 
they  certainly  bore  a  similitude  to  livxK  omn' 
menta  of  his  Satanic  majesty,  if  we  may  judge 
by  his  pictured  representations ;  but  whether 
tbew  were  naturally  placed,  or  brought  hither  by 
mechaiucal  nH'an:^,  of  such  prodigious  might, — " 

"  Well,"  ftaid  Villien^  "  it  is  ofoo  oonwquencr." 

"  Af^reed :  1  weary  you." 

*•  Proceed,  if  you  lore  tne." 
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"Th«««  »tone«  inc1in«l  lowanU  the  dpscpiit, 
Knd,  from  the  cniincnco,  you  roigtil  view  a  wide 
Aproad  tract  of  country  on  all  hands :  in  one 
direction  dark  and  desoUile,  in  another  vroodetl 
tOTcards  the  distance,  and  beyond  «igns  of  human 
•lislence  in  tho  cultivated  land ;  but  of  habila* 
lion  none  for  many  miles.  Fix  roadst  if  such 
they  might  be  termed,  diver^  from  thi«  point ; 
and  a  Gngcr-poet,  thai  liad  *tood  thi.>  storttbi  of 
probably  half  a  century,  and  which  tradition 
gave  to  be  a  gibbet  of  old,  stood  in  solitude, 
now  divi^sted  of  lU  arms,  and  merely  telling  the 
stranger  that  here  his  way  might  no  Imger 
with  certainty  bo  pursuol,  lea\ing  him  still  in 
ignorance  of  the  direction  he  n'a«  to  take.  Like 
the  omen  of  antiquity,  wtiich  forewarned  man 
of  danger,  but  slicwix]  no  type  of  means  by 
which  lo  escape  it.  The  stones  and  post  stood, 
then,  a  mark  to  the  country  people  that  they 
always  kept  in  wight  when  coming  from  a  dis- 
tance, and  attainetl  before  the  track  towards 
other  points  was  ventured  upon. 
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"  Cloee  to  these  was  a  deep  dell  of  some 
magnitude,  and  of  a  drcular  slispe,  bearing 
trace*  oS  man'*  work,  but  bstre  of  trees :  it  was 
called  the  Daniali  Camp ;  but  more  probably 
existed  bome  Druicbcal  remain  j  for  the  breaai* 
work  round  h,  if  such  it  could  bo  thought, 
evemad  even  loo  rude  and  irregular  for  those 
wild  wwriors.  This  plac«  was,  of  course, 
|)eopled  with  furieii,  and  not  seldom  with 
gipsies,  of  whom  there  were  various  trih««, 
(hal,  as  1  have  before  »aid,  h«unted  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

"It  was  six  weeks  before  Father  Michael 
reluroed  to  claun  the  promised  victim.  I  liad, 
)>y  Hptex  and  einiiaamn.  learned  hia  movement!). 
I  went  warily  to  work,  my  object  to  pn-veiit 
the  abduction  of  Ida.  —  Would  1  could  now, 
afW  so  many  years,  divest  mywlf  of  the  cou- 
ttcioujoets  that  a  winh  for  ^«Dgeance  upon  the 
phnt  and  upon  Clifford  had  some  »hve  in 
ihe  Hptrit  that  urged  me  on.  Tliis,  indeed,  had 
iia  fSecx  :    but  I  was,  abo^-G  all  other  con- 
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nderatioiu,  svraycct  by  tbe  slupendatu  power 
of  lltut  ovvTwliolming  passion  wliich,  it  hen  once 
awakvnrd  iu  my  brfosl,  had  ncnir  waM^I  ^*> 
bum  with  a  consuming  force ;  and  now  dammed 
up  a»  it  were, — for  it  wa§  a  flood  of  6re. — 
ihreatened  to  burst  all  bounds,  und  svi<vp  away 
distinctions  of  rplativo,  friend,  or  enemy,  to 
aaaist  me  in  achieving;  ibat  object  which  I 
desired,  m,  in  its  dei-aaiating  course,  bear  mc 
on  lo  madness. 

•■  Tiiough  perfectly  acqu^nted  with  all  their 
plantt,  1  had  failed  lo  procurv  a  meeting  with 
Ida.  She  wa«  closely,  yvt  tenderly  watched. 
Letter,  message,  sight  of  htfr,  all  vrerr  ctiualiy 
unattainable,  and  I  was  oondcmned  to  feel  that 
communication  became  ercry  day  more  and 
more  ho])eIeas.  Could  I  gain  but  one  int«^^•i^•w 
in  which  to  advise  hor  of  my  pbuix,  and,  as  1 
doubted  not,  obtain  her  concurrence,  I  ahould 
for  a  time  rest  satisfied.  And  whom  think  you 
watt  my  ambassador,  my  faithful  spy  in  tttis 
matter,  all-lailing   as  be  was  lo  bring  about 
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for  mc  what  1  (U-sired> — who  but  thp  gipay, 
by  name  Giles — at  least  so  he  chow  to  olylp 
himself, — itie  man  whom  I,  by  my  non-rfeog- 
nitioa  in  the  justice-rourt,  allowed  lo  eAcajie 
vith  impunity  after  the  assault  and  robl>ery  of 
Father  Michaet !  Vou  will  say  I  used  un- 
worthy means,  or  worked  with  degrading  im- 
plement* :  I  coi)f«K«  it ;  but  my  ow n  was  itie 
punishment  a*  ihc  blami-.^my  own,  »ay  I  f 
Aye,  but  imA  alone.  Remember,  Villien,  1 
wai  then  a  young,  a  very  young  man.  I  was 
hot,  and  thoughtless  of  conscqucnoe.  I  spcjik 
now  of  my  actions,  as  they  then  occurred,  not 
M  Bt  B  more  mature  agp  I  trust  iliey  would 
have  hten  moulded,  I  erred  in  mind  and 
de«d,  deeply,  deeply  erred,  ami  bitterly  ha** 
I  repented.  Vet  do  not  inuigine  that  1  tm-k 
to  extenuate  theiie,  or  that  1  imftgine  the  rack- 
ing, heart-rending  remorse,  the  wretched  ago- 
nising life  1  have  since  known,  can  vra^h  away 
the  fault;  but  what  are  my  feelings  now  to 
any  but  myself, — buried  they  have  lain  in  my 
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own   bosom   hitlu>rto.    and    buri«d    th«y  shall 
ever  rmiiiiu. 

■'  For  Ida,  I  could  iiot  doubt  that  ber  own 
urbhea  scarcely  lod  ber  to  elect  tliat  fulura 
mode  of  oxielence ;  and,  once  my  own,  1  urw 
secure  that  her  aSection  for  me  would  induce 
u  speedy  forgivcnoes  of  what  »be  might  at  drM 
condemn. 

"  1  \aA  l«id  my  |t1aua,  then ;  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  ber  intended  departure,  for  I  still  hovered 
about  the  neighbourhood,  I  saddled  my  burtie, 
and  providing  myself  with  pistoli>,  wiu  before 
daylight  within  a  mile  of  the  station  i  ban> 
tidcen  Mome  pains  to  describe.  Here  I  w»»  met 
by  Gilea,  also  mounted,  and  we  rode  together 
touanlv  the  guide- po^ 
,,*f],J  knew  the  party  we  expected  would  be 
small ;  elee,  though  the  immcnw  muscular 
povter  of  the  gip*y  was  well  worth  tlial  of 
two  ordinary  men  in  a  dcath-strug^gte — eW  1 
had  strengthened  my  own  retouror^ ;  but  I  com- 
manded tbe  ruffian  to  use  no  violence,  and  our 


arms  were  merely  for  ihe  i>uq>oiiw  of  ftelt'-itc- 
fcnCP.  They  whom  we  watched  for  were  but 
three — the  priest,  a  groom,  and  Ida.  The  holy 
father  was,  I  knew,  no  great  horMman;  The 
Mcond  had  before  made  me  acquainted  with 
hi*  lack  of  mi-ttle,  aiid  I  built  accordingly  ttpon 
these  circumstances.  "  '- 

'■  Three  hours  had  padsed  away,  and  «til[  no 
•ipw  of  tlic  party.  In  thf  mfantime  I  had 
formed  my  design,  and  communicated  the  oaide 
to  Giles,  after  which  we  had  litllv  (o  say  to  each 
other.  He  waa  the  apparent  porwnificatioo  of 
patteoce,— a  man  of  tltat  deep  stem  immobi- 
lity not  caxily  ronite<l.  but  once  at  work,  (he 
devil  had  been  eaaier  to  lay.  He  now  stood 
leaning  against  his  "haggy  but  powerful  hormr, 
which  he  had  in  all  probabilily  ittoten,  looking 
orcaAionally  nt  the  line  of  track  which  we  ex* 
p<>rted  (0  be  |M-oplMl,  and  now  again  glanc- 
ing his  black  flashing  ej-e  at  (he  heavens,  as  if 
reading  the  weatlier,  or  hia  fate, — I  could  not 
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tell.  My  own  anxi«ty  it  would  be  hard  1o  dv 
srribe. 

"  It  wa*  a  cold  miaty  <iay,  «t  the  end  of 
October,  and  the  blast  ho«-l«d  fiiliiUy  »cto%f 
the  face  of  the  country,  making  itaelf  briird 
iirouml  the  two  maesrs  of  stone  and  the  rt-m* 
iiiint  of  n  guide'jKwi.  I'lic  plucc  whore  we  stood 
bore  little  nign  of  \«geialion,  exoe]>t  heath,  and 
tile  whole  Boenc  was  wild  and  solitary.  Wr 
were  now  in  the  di-ll,  and  itK  only  tenants,— 
listening;  for  the  approach  of  Ida. 

"  '  Giles,'  I  Kiiid,  at  len^h,  losing  all  patience. 
*  mount  your  hor»e,  and  peer  out.  Go  boek  w 
far  as  the  narrow  wind  in  the  track,  and  by 
the  old  lioap  of  pebble-«tones,  there  j<ou  can 
get  a  glimpse  far  along,  and  see  if  they  are 
yet  coming.' 

"  He  tightened  his  horse's  girthn,  and  mounted' 
without  speaking. 

"  'Remember'.'  1  said,  'when  iJiey  do  eome. 
you  are  to  shoot  the  groom's  horse,  if  he  makrit 


any  sumd;  but  if  I  know  the  man,  he  will 
«cw«elf  give  )'0u  the  trouble:  Patbcrr  Michael's 
beoKt  jv}!!  have  only  to  seize  by  the  bridle,  ani) 
as  be  rean.  help  ihc  rider  ^Dtly  off  hy  (be 
foot,  shcKild  Im!  require  thy  aid,  und  then  let 
hi>  horw  fro.  The  lady,'  I  added  sternly,  i<t 
'  my  pan— do  not  oSer  Aer  any  molestation,  by 
word  or  look,  even.' 

"  He  muttered  something,  and  departed,  rid- 
ing slowly  up  out  of  the  dell.  I  resigned  myself 
to  my  tlwughlji,  tnitting  implicitly  to  the  timely 
inronnaiion  of  my  railhful  scout ;  and.  Mtting 
dowit  on  a  loom  stone,  held  my  horse'it  bridle 
carelessly,  with  a  slackened  grip,  while  the 
animal  cropped  the  scanty  herbage  within  liin 
reach,  when  the  distant  report  of  a  pistol  caused 
liim  to  Stan.  The  rein  was  jerked  out  of  my 
band,  and  the  frightened  bca«t  galloped  up  the 
a.<icent,  in  an  opposite  direction  to  that  from 
whence  the  »ound  proceeded. 

"  Vexation,  anxiety,  and  a  thousand  conflict- 
ing but  momentary  feelings  took  possession  of 


tat,  till  I  cleared  the  dell ;  but  lh«»e  gsw  wny 
to  rage  and  inwlne».4,  when  I  pcrccivrd,  totally 
beyond  my  power  of  interference,  the  kvimic  ulik'li 
now  presented  itself.  A  horseman,  nltom  I  sup. 
posod  to  be  the  ^room,  and  «  ridcrleu  horw, 
were  galloping  with  all  tlio  speed  of  feur  auay 
from  ibf  spot,  where  stood  a  tall  d^re,  ap]j&< 
rently  unhurt, — the  prieot,  probably,  for  he  was 
at  Honi«  distance ;  but  in  aiiolbcr  dirurtioDi  and 
witli  a  t'righlful  rapidity,  across  the  moor  w^'nt 
Ida, — her  arniH  raised  in  the  attiiude  of  implor- 
ing assistance,  iind  at  her  horse's  side,  which  he 
seemed  to  be  leading  with  one  hand,  as  Im*  lwl(i_ 
her  on  the  saddle  with  the  other,  rode  the  ac- 
cursed gipsy- 

"  Avray  ! — like  the  whirlwind— on  llwj'  went.^ 
X  raved,  1  stampiHl,  and  tore  ray  hair! — '  Fool, 
tool — madman !— to  trust  a  villain  near  the  pre- 
cious being — my  own  horse  far  out  of  all  reach.", 

"  Where  went  they?"  demanded  ViUJrrs. 

"  Wierc.' — aye,  where — mile*  oB",  lowari-<  a 
thick  lonesome  wood,  which,  Ironi  iu  being  tlw 
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ppoMia'n«bfi  Man'tne  riifl^ns' in'inaf  part. 

Qivriiirai.  from  il»  rocky  liidinf;- places,  vas 
o^\tr  ai>|}roache<l  ivithoul  (Iri-ad  by  iIm  rouiitry 
people ; — tales  of  murder  and  robbery,— It'  vria 
far  from  ClifTord's; — and  hert  the  hell-hound 
ilriigfrtxl  iIk-  helplowi  girl,  My  only  hope  is, 
thai  by  some  easy  and  nterciful  death  she  watt 
Mon  taken  from  this  world." 

"And — r 

"  Enough  of  this.  I  ne\'er  saw  or  heard  ot 
her  more." 


—  44,1 


.til 


Some  minutes  «iU>ncc  rollowcd  (ho  conclusion 
of  LudlowN  tide,  which  VtllierA  had  too  much 
respect  for  bis  feelings  to  interrupt.  The  nar- 
rator resumed. 

"•  You  knew  me  alVr««nls  a  clergyman,  and 
the  iacredness  of  my  office  I  trust  I  have  never 
disgraciHl,  The  interim  wa*  h  blank-  Th*  pre- 
■etit.  snd  on  Ihis  carih  th*-  future  al*o,  may  Well 
be  styled  Uk  same.  You  will  now  forfcire  my 
ocowional  fits  of  absence — my  absurditj*,  if  yW 
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will.  I  sometimes  Iry  the  Utter  to  distract  tin- 
mind,  and  prevent  its  prej-in^  upon  ntU;  biit  1 
feel,  althoiig^h  content  to  wander  here  till  called, 
ihat  there  iw  nothing,  no,  absolutely  nothing, 
now  worth  living  for." 


That  ViUiers  would  gladly  have  Wm(H)  more 
of  Ludlow's  afW-Ilfe  we  m<iy  wt^ll  imagine ;  but 
he  foreborc  to  make  the  inquiry :  nor  i*  it  lo  be 
believed  that  the  latter  could  wilh  patience  dwell 
on  ev-ery  little  circumstance  that  attendeil  the 
fruitless  search,  or  the  su»])icion  that  might  have 
attached  to  him  iis  »  parlicipaior  in  I)m>  plot. 
The  igrief  of  Ludlow  liad  b^en  stronger  ihnn 
words  could  show :  his  existence  had  since  been 
miserable;  and.  as  he  implied  in  conclusion,  all 
was  comprehended  in  that  one  «>nlen«e^"  1 
never  naw  her  more !" 

When  we  meet  wilh  so  strong  and  enn^Mic 
a  mind,  warped  nearly  to  overthrowing  by  ilte 
violence  of   human   possione,    lumed    from   it" 


proper  course  into  a  channel  which  Nature  itt 
her  nilftiinfu  of  mood  hits,  in  cotnpuison  or 
that  HMi^h  ami  lacerating  potaage,  ntivrc  the 
era^  aiid  ofactoolcs  of  sererer  rirtuc  stand  mu 
in  horrid  relief,  amootltly  pa^vd  to  the  view, — 
where  religion  has  failed  to  arrest  tlie  progresn 
of  such  pimion's  streiim,  or  by  the  too  light  con- 
ridenUton  of  her  preccput,  ha»  been  mistaken  of 
him  who  ooQBultnl  her;  w«  resign,  in  almoel 
hopcleju  regret,  the  task  of  searching  after  a 
lot-v  that  may  be  lemieU  true  and  perfect.  We 
\fKk  on  this  hand,  and  on  that;  we  cast  our 
rj-es  around,  and  coimder  the  nuuberletw  indi- 
ndtud«  whom  we  meet.  But  we  turn  disgusted 
(mn  the  contemplation,  and  d«ny  the  existence 
of  a  paadoa  that  shall  be  teimed  perfect.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  young  imagination  of 
our  hearts,  we  revolt  from  the  further  inquiry. 
u|)on  finding  that  we  have  wandered  on  through 
the  maturer  years  «f  our  life,  without  discore--- 
ing  its  existence,  as  we  pictured  its  btau  idral, 
writtoa  on  man's  be«rt  in  characten  of  fire,  pure 
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and  tambmt,  but  briglit  and  inextin|^i«ih«b)<< 
OS  the  Same  of  a  >-eital's  Ump. 

Ntn-vr !  A  passion  such  aa  thiit;  r>rn«nt,  deepv 
»oleniii— tolourcd,  m  it  were,  like  a  wfteiied  iwi. 
ligbt,  Mill  bearing  tlm  rich  glow  of  that  geuiiil 
siiD  nhich  will,  with  unsubdticd  brilliuno)-.  »p- 
peer  on  each  succeeding  day,  so  rarely  nirets 
our  touch,  that  the  mionary  pencil  evades  us, 
and  we  sigh  in  its  relinf|uiHhment,  a»  doubtini^ 
even  of  what  vre  appear  lo  behold,  and  rwofd 
the  occurrence  of  its  nearest  approach  to  excel-* 
lence,  as  a  mere  hallucination  of  imuginan'  fx- 
i4tenc«,  to  wliiob  we  iiat<e  been  led  by  tlie  ho 
long  dwelling  upon  hope,  as  to  believe  it  wan 
the  reaii^  of  attaionicat.  1  speak  of  man  ;  lor 
I  b^eve  tltat  any  scntimvnt  or  inuational  re- 
Milve — be  it  forracid  upon  the  baste  of  paution, 
be  it  the  fervour  of  faith,  or  of  anticspattve  hope, 
or  any  other  tirtue  that  may  subsist  in  tlie  lieart 
of  a  well  •principled  woman — will  be  u»  free  from 
the  corrupt  droti*  of  a  «>-«ty]ed  similar  feeling  in 
the  rougher  &ex,  as  tlie  light  of  day  is  superior 
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to  darkneos.  True,  she  may  not  be,  and,  wivo  in 
rare  imUnci-*,  in  not,  gifted  with  a  mrmglh  to 
work  it  out.  because  Natun-  h«  imidc  her  as  the 
weaker  vrawl.  (iniid  and  dependent  upon  man ; 
but  exanune,  if  it  were  poaaible,  ber  he*n  wxl 
mind,  and  test  thiew  by  the  analysis  of  aJ^r  and 
unlooked-for  occurrences,  and  yoa  triU  pro- 
nounoe  that  in  such  a  woman  the  principle  on 
which  her  resolution  wan  formed,  has  never  for 
an  intttani  deserted  iier,  although  she  may  ha\« 
in  accual  fact  been  borne  donn  by  »  power  which 
siie  feared,  or  by  a  reattoning  wbkb  she  has  not 
been  skilful  (o  rn'orcome. 

<  TIks*  arc  reft'ctioiu  which,  it  may  be  said, 
bavf  Utllo  todo  whh  the  progrewi  of  our  history: 
in  all  courtesy  I  concede  this;  but  if  I  should 
«xcit«  m  the  companiona  of  my  journey,  as  they 
for  the  moment  close  the  i-olume,  and  nin  rapidly 
trt*T  in  their  mind  the  many  secret  thiii^  they 
kiMW,  either  in  support  of  or  a^inst  ray  argu- 
mcat,  they  wiU  not  be  uarequiied  (at  having  read 
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Tbere  is  a  pleasure,  not  indeed  at  all  times 
unmixed  with  pain,  whtch  attendii  the  connc- 
tion  that  tliMo  "  mnny  tlungx"  are  iccrel.  Our 
hesTte  glow  with  the  remi-mbrmice  of  a  multi- 
tude of  facts  and  thoughts,  vrhich  hat-e  passed 
tor  ever  from  the  recoUedion  of  our  fpllow*.  Ji 
may  be,  that  the  silent  grai-e  now  hold*  the  once 
UTely  and  oIIkt  sole  possessor  of  the  same  beau- 
tiful and  wild  ima^iningM  UiaI  havn  ^em,  and 
which  we  now  call  to  mind,  or  which  come  un- 
invited. It  may  be  that  the  tlioiights,  dcrp, 
hidJon.  secret  now  a-i  that  graw,  or  one  which 
will,  how  soon  we  know  not,  hold  the  repositor)'  of 
oitrown  reatKining  fiu-dltios,  have  nc^er  been  known 
by  mortal ;  and  unavailing  indeed  would  be  the 
regretful  wish  that,  as  Ludlow  expressed  him. 
wlf,  should  urge  us  to  the  desire  of  grasping  so 
visionary  a  happiness  as  his  heart  demandcd- 

But  such  speculations  lead  us  on  and  on.  too 
far  for  our  contentment  or  satisfaction.  We  thirst 
for  the  knowledge  that  we  cannot  define;  we 
revel  in  the  fichU  of  fancy  and  of  m^mori' ;  we 
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Mt  out  on  an  ideal — a  fairy-voyage;  but,  long  ere 
we  amve  at  the  poiot  which  we  imagine  might 
be  its  conciusioD,  we  are  wrecked  upon  a  shore, 
■teeessarily  though  uneonaciouBly  approached, 
and  left  to  writhe  ag^nst  the  sharp  rocks  of 
bitterness,  whose  shelves  the  treacherous  current 
of  our  thoughts  has  drawn  us  over. 

Still  we  thirst ;  and,  insatiate  as  we  are,  who 
shall  tell  us  of  those  mysteries  which  tantaliie 
with  a  dim  perception  of  their  existence,  but 
refuse  to  elucidate  themselves  to  the  sense  ? 
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CHAPTKR  I. 


Oh  t  how  hut  tluni  with  jralotiiy  inEcctud 
Thi  (WKtMn  of  ftlTKim! — Show  mnu  duliAilf 

Why  w  AuY%l  thou ; 

Such  uul  >»  Snvly  bollvd  diil'd  Ihou  worn  ( 
And  lbu(  Oijr  ftU  hath  ItR  >  kim]  of  lilul. 
T>  mmk  Iha  fiitl  frsu);hl  m&n,  0.111]  bnl  vndiwd, 
Witk  HNno  (utiiicJuo. 

SlUKirMlltE. 


"  Viola,"*  Raid  ViUien,  on  a  subsequent  moni- 
iag,  an  thwy  found  llMMn]M;lT«!t  alone  together  at 
Lady  Wilroinf^on's — "  Viola,  are  we  not  wasting 
Unie ;  do  we  oot  trifle  with  fortune,  and  lo«e  onr 
moments  in  (hi»  tcmporiiiii<;  wiiy  of  life  ?  Why 
nill  you  not  allon-  roe  to  claim  ihia  hand,  as  I 
already  know  I  bare  your  heart,  though  not  by 
Hordj?" 
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'•  Because,  Charles,"  said  she,  rather  a^iiated 
by  the  demand,  "  1  am  conmced  that  your  doinK 
BO  would  he  ruin.  There  is  perhaps  an  indeli- 
cacy tti  my  thus  speaking  to  you,  vrhon  I  permit 
you  to  ataud  in  the  light  of  one  who  is  address- 
ing mo ;  hut  you  cannot  hare  remained  till  now 
ignorant  that  my  puTGntx  are  against,  not  only 
OUT  union,  but  even  our  frequent  communica- 
tions ;  and  while  my  conaeienc?  t«)h  ne  (hat  1 
am  wrong  in  yielding  as  I  do  to— in  iihort,  to 
the  pleasure  I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  from  you 
that  I  take  in  your  society ;  still  I  find  it  impos- 
sible to  consent  that  you  should  take  a  precipi- 
tate step,  which  would  too  certainly  deprtre  us  at 
once  of  all  opportunity  ofmeding  again." 

"  Viola,  Viola,"  sajd  her  companion,  "  whai 
i.t  there  that  lliey  would  refuse  you,  irhen  they 
lUscoi'ered  your  happiness  to  be  imoWed  in  the 
denial.  Are  you  not  an  only  child,— and  wilt 
ihey  wantonly  blight  all  your  future  cnj<qrment 
of  life,  think  you  l" 

"  Ah !    this    between    u»,   Charles,   ia  very 
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wetghtf  reasoniiif;,  no  doubt;  liut  willt  Uiem 
it  would  be  q(  little  avail :  nor,  indeed,  can  I 
persuade  myaelf  tliat  it  is  more  than  lopluMry." 

■'  Soi>hi»cry,  VioU  V  said  Cfaurka,  with 
wbeBMiU  iropBtience. 

■f  Stop,  my  dear  cousin,"  interrupted  she,  "do 
act  gtH  ioto  a  passion  because  you  find  me  too 
ntucb,  or  too  little  perhaps,  of  a  philosopher. 
Brought  up  a»  I  huse  been,  my  poor  twenty 
thousand  pounds  would  go  a  small  ivay  towards 
our  support ;  and  although  love  and  a  cottage — " 

"  Viola,  do  you  wish  to  drive  me  mad  f  What 
on  earth  ha«  aoottagt!  to  do  with  my  proposalf" 

"Much;  for  it  would  inevitably  follow — that 
is  to  say,  if  you  obtained  their  consent ;  but 
you  interrupted  nio  too  soon.  1  was  about  to 
say  that,  left  by  my  parents  early  to  form  my 
own  oonclusoDs  without  bias  from  thnBr  and 
without  let  or  hinderance— " 

"  Amazingly  fine !" 

"  Tltank  you !- — Such  being  the  case,  I  hat"e 
OS  little  of  the  romance  of  an  ancient  heroine 
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in  my  composition,  as  I  have  of  the  ideas  of  a 
modern  Gne  lady." 

"  Too  much,  too  much.  Viola,  of  the  one,  and 
too  little  of  the  other." 

"  Thank  you  once  more,  beau  motuimr  f 
n'joined  she,  making  a.  low  curt»y,  "  Perhajw," 
she  continued,  with  a  emile,  "  I  am  wrong  in 
winliiDg  still  to  enjoy  what  society  plcam-s  m* 
best ;  but  I  know  your  vanity  will  forgive  mp. 
since  I  till  in  your  behalf, — because  you  are  a 
man,  my  dear  cousin !  For  if  1  do  not  ouiutent 
10  your  proposing,  it  is  that  I  may  continue  10 
have  the  honour  of  your  own  most  delectable 
society." 

"  Well,  Viola,"  said  Cliarles,  who  had  mo»t 
impatiently  listened  to  this  liomily — "  Well, 
you  arc  the  most  incomprehensible  of  women ; 
and,  rejecting  sophistry,  or  philosophy,  or  what 
you  will,  you  arc  yourself  the  niont  provoking 
little  sophist  that  ever  existed.  But,  mark  itw. 
I  will  yet  reason  you  out  of  your  present 
resolutiona." 
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*•  Never,  never,"  exclaimed  Viola,  laughing, 
and  shaking  ber  head :  *■  1  am  as  firm  as  a 
rock  ;  you  troul<l  but  gpcak  to  the  winds.** 

"Or  to  a  woman,"  »ai(l  Charles,  tatily,  "  .-in 
element  nearly  as  variable." 

"  I^ngoroua  ground!"  said  Viola.  "But 
eonw,  I  will  not  be  angrj*  vritb  you ;  ihouKli 
for  so  unkind  a  speech."  continued  she,  in  nuher 
a  faltering  tone,  "you  really  deaene  thiH  1 
should—" 

Cfaaries  took  her  hand. 

"  I  meant  it  not  to  K<-em  ao,"  said  he;  "  but 
I  am  scarcely  myself  always :  yet,  promise  me 
that  you  will  ne\'er  think  lesa  fondly  of  n»c 
than  ai  this  moment.  Tell  me  licre,  th»t  what- 
ewr  may  happen — " 

"  Fear  not  me,  Charles,"  said  VioU,  fimily, 
"  I  have  pven  yoii  all  in  my  power — my  htnirt, 
mf  ifledieos, — what  you  please  to  term  it ;  I 
cannot  give  and  take  back  at  pleasure :  indeed, 
of  this  you  might,  I  think,  be  certain  by  my 
conduct  in  tlic  prescnc«  of  ottiers.     Think  of 
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me  as  onp  who  Is  above  Uic  affeclalion  of  de- 
nying thai  she — Well,  there, — you  n»d  not 
devour  my  tiand." 

Thry  had  luriicd  from  each  other,  and  irere 
gazing  intently  out  of  diRVrviit  windows,  when 
Lady  Wilmington  entere<i  the  room, 

"  You  Kwm  most  agrecahlc  Bocioty  for  «uch 
near  relations !"  said  the  CoimlesB,  "  Viola, 
Madame  Brocart  waits  to  show  me  Miss  Dar- 
wiu's  trousseau.  Would  you  like  to  see  it,  also? 
Perhaps  th^re  may  be  something  fortunate — 
Nay,  Mr.  Villiers,  you  hare  nothing  to  do  wtih 
ihesi*  uiTairs.  She  is  to  be  married  lo  ^fr. 
Paston  in  a  fortnight," 

The  bell  was  rung,  and  the  marchande  de 
modes  entered  at  the  head  of  a  file  of  her  atten- 
dants, bearing  band-boxes  and  baskets;  and  in 
a  moment  the  room  was  filled  with  a  flittering 
(liaplay  of  Brussels  lac«  and  satins,  and  all  th« 
thousand  et  ceteras  indescribable  of  the  un- 
initiated. 

Villiers  [made  hia  escape,   amid  the  light 
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raillery  of  the  Couiite**,  who  remindcJ  him 
Uial  lu  was  to  meet  som«  disagraeable  peoplr 
of  (be  ndghbourhcMMl  ut  tlinncr  tliat  (lay. 

The  said  dinner  at  the  Wilniingtom  wiu,  by 
Ute  way,  rruitful  of  amtre  tempa  for  our  hem 
and  iMToinc  In  the  first  place,  VilUers  was 
dnappoinled  of  utting  next  Viok,  wlto  fouiul 
herself  taken  down  by  Paston,  and  Mistt  Daruin 
usurped  biT  pluoc  vxactiy  oppoeite.  This  wiut 
prmokin^  at  the  time  to  all  parties ;  but  Villicrs 
found  his  coropanioD  so  agreeable,  and,  spurred 
on  by  the  wish  to  display,  pcrhapsi  in  the  eyeH 
hcsr  bridrgroom  elect,  so  witty  an<l  tipirited,  thai 
by  degrees  he  forgot,  io  the  charui  of  ber 
society,  the  privation  he  had  sustained  in  bein^ 
robbed  of  Viola. 

The  ladies  withdrew,  and  the  conveniatiou 
turned  upon  pointing,  Jtculplure,  and,  lastly, 
nnuk.  The  Passion-week  was  discusvcd,  (he 
CrocH  of  Light,  ititf  8[>lriuk>ur  of  St.  Peter' »,  the 
Siuine  Cliaj>el,  and  the  MiBexftre,  which  sublinwi 
sen-tee,  indeed,  o^xrwltelmed  and  drore  out  of 
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the  field  Michael  Angclo  and  his  derils;  and 
(he  *•  Bc^emn  lemplea,"  the  gorgeous  pageants, 
th«  vast  and  awful  halls,  sacred  pomp^  mag- 
ntlic?nt  sculpture,  and  tpirilic  paintingK,  faded 
Ijoforu  the  dismsaion  of  raodem  mmpoMTK  and 
modern  muHic.  An  elderly  Peer  took  upthethrmc 
**  Musict"  he  observed,  "  is,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, groBtly  upon  the  decline.  Of  the  preseni 
race  of  composcM,  or  of  tliow  who  haw  lately 
<]<-parl(Kl,  I  allow  the  meed  of  tnliniie  prstsi-,  if, 
indeed,  my  approbation  can  be  of  any  wvight, 
but  to  two  or  three.  Handel,  Bononcioi,  Corelli, 
Genitniani — these  men  have  been  ivorihily  pro- 
nounced perfect  in  their  way.  Of  the  past  and 
present,  Porpora.  Nichola  Haym,  Vuracini,  swid, 
aj-e,  Pergolosc,  too  long  suffered  to  languUh  in 
obMnirily, — these,  also,  l»w  earned  thcdr  bays ; 
but  who  shall  lie  <«mpurcd  with  iho  great  mas- 
ter. Leo  7  he,  indeed,  no  f;ir  transcends  all  who 
have  attempted  to  rival  his  anuucing  talents, 
that  fame  is  blinded  to  the  de^rts  of  «  host 
that  has  come  after  him.'* 
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ViUien  (tcAnckd  •  fftrourilo  of  the  day,  whow 
tiaiue  ban  long  since  sunk  into  oblivion,  but 
who,  from  a  few  productions  in  which  the  con- 
cord of  sweet  sounds,  hon-ci,-cr  pla^arist  and 
trifling,  plcoMxl  Tor  a  seaMn,  or  for  a  month, 
had  succeeded  in  mounting  one  »l«p  of  repu- 
tation's ladder. 

The  Peer  listened  with  studied  respect,  and 
there  was  pcrliape  wrue  shwv  of  bcnwoliin 
condesoeiuion  in  his  d<-]>orlni«nt  while  he  ab- 
Atjiinctl  from  interrupting  the  speukpr.  A  puuxe 
on  tlh!  part  of  Villicrs  itooii  uUourd  him  to  reply. 

"  Far  rrwn  detracting  from  the  merit*."  lis , 
Mid,  "  of  any  favourite  of  yours,  tel  us  inquire 
who  there  may  be  at  the  present  day  that  can 
perform  the  compositJons  of  tlie  masters  that 
rhava  gone  before.  Why,  c\en  the  composers 
of  thia  day  cannot  fitKl  any  to  execute  their 
works  ;  nor  can  they,  indwnl,  tlwmwlvcs  e\- 
^piain  to  otlkera  the  true  exprennion  they  intend 
shall  be  giTcn  to  (heir  productions.  No.  not 
set  them   altogether   aside,  an   after-day  shall 
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perhapa  give  its  corr^  decismn  upon  iieir 
merits ;  but  the  ctir,  I  coiiIvikI,  can  ticver  Again 
be  gratjfled  as  formerly  with  the  perfect  por- 
romiatice  of  a  perfecl  oomi>oaition." 

Thi*,  we  may  now  thinks  was  going  some- 
what too  for;  at)  could  the  Peer  ban.'  heard  the 
wooderfu)  and  enchantiog  jxTfonnancu  of  Giar* 
dini,  who  appeared  in  England  a  few  yeara 
after ;  or.  later,  the  ravishing  melody  of  Mori ; 
w  witnessed  the  astoi ashing,  though  pcfhaps 
less  pleasing  powers  of  Paganiui,  had  not  pi*, 
judice  warped  bia  judgment,  or  time  deadened, 
as  it  will,  the  faculties  of  enjoyment  once  so 
pmincDtly  possessed,  we  must  believe  that  he 
would  haw  pronounced  execution  still  with  ub, 
and,  it  may  be,  have  discovered  the  loss  of  some 
other  talent  which  rendered  perfection  impossible. 

"You  are  fond  of  music,  Mr.  Paslon?"  tunl 

JLady  Wilmington,    as    the    rake   entered   the 

dnwing-rooms.      "  Miss  Myddleton  has  been 

delighting  us  with  a  song  of  Pescettj's*,  wbicbt 

*  A  tompoMf  of  lilt  daj. 
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perliaps,  you  haw  never  heard  more  beauiifully 

sung,  {TOKHiw  Atilo  dAmore." 

Pa&toa  bowed  towanU  the  object  of  licr  Udjr- 
xtup's  praise,  but  affected  to  shudder  «t  tlM> 
Itttliun  Mund. 

"  Spare  me,  spare  toe,  desnst  Lady  Wil- 
niington,"  he  exclaimed,  turniDg  away  Troin  the 
viu^r  ;  "  if  j-ou  have  any  compassioa,  spare  me 
the  a^nies  of  liearing  tlie  vrry  Dame  of  music 
for  «  spaoe.  My  ears  bare  been  aaawled  witii 
amore  and  cort  for  the  Last  Inro  hours.  1  haw 
been  destroyed,  ab»oluu-ly  iLesiro\-ed,  with  a 
rcprtitioo  of  m'nt  and  nicmi,  which  my  Lord  of 
M  -  has  bcicn  pouring  forth  in  toiTGnts,  abso- 
lute lorrenu  ;  and  your  friend,  Mr.  Villier», 
nearly  as  incomprebenaible,  or  perhaps  mora 
so,  since  be  patronized  that  acme  of  obscurity, 
Spallaniiotti.  —  What  it  baa  cost  me  to  pro- 
nounce his  distressful  name !" 

Paston  now  glaneed  at  Viola,  to  see  if  hia 
exordium  had  produced  aoy,  .-uxl  t/any,  whM 
effect  upon  one  wltom  he  had  singled  out  to  play 
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off  n^inst  the  oslm«ibl«  object  of  hU  pr«»wnt  at* 
Tentionii.  Much  )i<r  fran'd  tliiil  bo  liad  bet-ii 
unwise  and  impolitic  in  thus  opeoly  decrying 
Italian  music  or  Italian  flounds :  but  Villiera 
wu  near,  and  towards  him  h«  had  of  late 
assumed  a  degree  of  causticity,  which,  from 
want  of  I'ner^y  ratlicr  Ilian  Inck  of  wit,  scarfply 
camp  up  to  that  measure  of  tartnrM  to  which 
tjie  diHcontoiited  rwlie  a*pir«l.  Had  any  asked 
liis  reasons  for  this  conduct,  he  would  not  have 
gathered  resolution  even  to  )n()uire  of  his  own 
mind,— «U  was  caprice.  But  upon  Villiers,  as 
upon  Viola,  hia  languid  shafts  fell  pointless ; 
true,  Ruch  trilling  wus  not  entirely  without  its 
eirect. 

Here  was  the  charming  Darwin  alxo,  now 
thrilling  all  hearts  with  her  aplendiil  voice,  and 
listening  to  the  civil  things  of  Villiers  with  a 
riwy  l>lujih,  such  as  the  vapidity  of  Pattlon  had 
been  unable  to  raise.  Truth  to  tell,  her  heart 
had  not  till  now  remained  untenanted  by  another 
and  a  far   different  being,   how  distant  from 
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l^aton  in  all  tliingH  itlte  iHakA  not  encourage 
ihe  rhiag  sigh  to  tell ;  but  (Im-  lanvr  liiul  im 
reputed  lar^  fortune, — and  ft  most  excoUenr. 
reputation  this  ia ;  one  that  cowr*  »o  exten«i\-c 
an  array  or  sin»,  that  motkern  and  daughters 
are  eves  tempted  to  »tiniate  it  as  a  cloak  of 
rqual  dintcnsions  with  that  of  charily  iMTself: 
b^biiks,  a  rake  may  be  reformed. 

Nfwr  con<lFTnn  loo  hastily  manui«;ripl  miisi«, 
it  may  be  the  lady's  own  coiuponiiioii.  Paxton 
did  this :  VilUers,  also  in  ignorance,  praised  it 
-^raiwd  highly  I  for  he  really  thought  Mim 
Darwin's  soug  n^tin'^mi'ly  beautiful ;  but  Viola 
was  near,  and  our  )m.to'»  commendation  was 
leropered  by  the  fiear  that  too  extrui-aganl  a 
sally  might  not  pleaw  his  liegr  lady-low,  aa 
directed  to  any  other  than  to  her.  Fusion  had 
slightly  offended;  but  tiiuiwiin-  of  thi»,  he  turned 
away  to  join  the  Mj'ddletons,  perhaps  not  tQO 
well  pleased  at  the  complaotncy  with  which  the 
songstress  listened  to  eulo^  not  his  own. 

But,  as  he  approached  Viola,  the  young  Duke 


^ 


H 


VILLIERS. 


of  Cumbcrlanil  detained  him.cvon  by  tho  button, 
to  congratulate,  as  a  bridegroom  vlt-ct.  Uic  iiappy 
possessor  of  bo  many  thousands  a-year.  Scarcely 
nineteen,  but  entering  into  tlie  spirit  of  Lady 
Wilmingtoa'a  partiea,  here  stood  the  Duke;  all 
■dinon-ledged  his  attainments  and  precocity,  itiul 
tdl  were  proud  of  tho  honour  ho  high  though  ko 
juvenile  a  jMriKinage  conferred  by  his  presence ; 
and  he  went  from  house  to  house  without  paratle. 
pteasetl  and  giving  pleasure. 

Here  then  he  stood,  an  Ekccomplishcd  young 
prince,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Fool  Guards, 
therefore  a  warrior,  detaining  Pa»lon  by  the 
button,  and  dazzling  the  astonished  Hedgely 
with  the  first  star  of  tlie  garter  she  bad  e%*er' 
seen  blaze  from  the  coat  of  a  royal  duke. 

"  She  is  not  pretty,  certainly,"  said  Mrs.  MyiU 
dlotoQ  to  her  daughter ;  "she  ia  not  pretty,  nor 
has  she  much  money — but  it  may  do—" 

"  Whom  do  you  mean,  mamma  ?"  »aid  Viola, 
whose  eyes  were  unconsciously  fixed  upon  the 
lady  and  hor  cavalier  for  the  time.     "  If  Mbs 
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Darwin,  I  must  dispute  that;  Tor  I  ihiiik  her 
vrry  pr«lty— beautiful.  And  for  wboni  tnay  it 
do?" 

"  For  your  cousin,  Mr.  CbiirlcH,  aod  lier— *" 
"  How,— ^fiwU  po»>ibly  can  you  mean  t" 
"  lliat  th«y  are  to  be  one  ? — Nay.  I  said  not 
tfaat;  but  (hat  they  desire  it,  and  that  the  world 
gives  them  credit  for  the  wish,  I  do  say,  and 
b^re  Uw  report.  A»  a  rclution,  I  cunnot  help 
being  glad  that  lie  should  be  settled,  as  you  may 
suppoee;  though,  my  dear  Viola,  1  fancy  you 
haie  not  always  given  me  credit  for  sucli  good 
feeling." 

"  Oh  yes,  ntamniB,  every-  credit,  I  aasurr 
you ;"  Mtered  forth  her  daughter,  turning  red 
and  pale  in  quick  succession:  "good  feeling! 
Oh  yes.  but—" 

"  But  what,  my  \wc  t  Oh,  you  mran  Mr. 
Pastoa.  True,  that  was  to  hare  been ;  but  I 
fancy  it  is  all  at  an  end  now.  Do  you  not  per- 
eeiw  how  he  avoids  her,  since  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth  has  at  length  reached  tiiiu;  and  do 
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you  not  perceive  how  delightedly,  and  with  ftlial 
pamdt^  she  is  listening  to  your  amiable  relation  t 
Vou  muht  be  gUd  that  he  is  not  bringing,  an 
uHual,  all  vyc»  upon  y«i,  with  his  persecuting 
attendance.  Really  he  is  too  disagreeable  »ii<J 
ttbmnl." 

Charles  exposed  to  these  accusations !— Oil, 
that  her  ear»  should  rco^iw  »uch  wuiids ;  ihtit 
she  should  be  condemned  to  hear  such  treasuti 
uttered  iiguiiiKt  Iht  hoaoiii's  lord !  She  ironld 
have  sufr<-red  any  penalty  rather  than  (hat  hi^' 
fecling»  nhould  have  undergont-  the  slighli^i 
shock,  or  his  fame  have  received  the  tarnish  even 
of  a  breath.  And  yet,  could  her  motlier »  nily 
hint  be  well  grounded  ?  But  lovers  are  alwaiyi 
too  ready  to  iulmit  tlie  innidioua  poisou  of  jea- 
lousy. What  Hudden  transitions  do  the)-  iiot 
vxpericnoe— how  dreadfully  hIivp  are  ihey  not 
to  every  »  hispered  fancy — wliut  reasons  do  they 
not  falsely  assign — what  pangs  wlial  niiseriesr 
do  tliey  not  create  for  themselves  ?  Aye,  evien 
though  these  may  last  but  for  nunutcs,  t\teh 
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nunutes  ara  eath  a  century  of  torture,  where 
doubt  and  resentment,  and  all  that  burning 
btaeaee  of  rrgrvt,  nuHtJIkation,  sn^^r,  and  love, 
is  saturating  with  >u  deadly  venom  the  wliole 
human  heart. 

It  was  to  no  purpose  that  Viola,  struggling 
againtrt  her  own  connction  for  the  moment,  as- 
Dured  her  mother  that  she  hod  that  morning 
seen  Miss  Darwin's  wedding  clothes,  as  she  re* 
tumml  from  her  drive ;  Mrs.  Myddlcton  had  a 
counter-replication  at  hand.  It  was  apparently 
Mill  less  coni-incing,  when  Mfidamo  Brocard's 
evidence  was  threatened  to  be  adduced  in  proof 
of  tlieir  novelty,  Mrs.  Myddlelon  persisted  in 
ridiculing  the  id«>a  of  the  present  treuase^iu  being 
[KvpnrMl  only  for  the  future  Mrs.  Pasion.  As 
it  was  intended  for  the  Lady  Cliilders  elect,  »o 
[il  would  haw  wnTd  the  hoiwd-for  Mrs.  Stanley, 
and  in  such  good  stead  would  it  stand  Mrs.  VU- 
liers,  tww  that  her  fiews  upon  Mr.  Paston  had 
fallen  to  the  ground. 
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"  But  lot  us  mo^-e,"  concluded  she.  after  fpving 
vftnl  to  these  scandalous  and  false  assertiona, — 
"  let  113  move  from  this,  for  hero  is  that  dreadful 
Lady  Cletherington,  with  h«r  fiorco  «ycs  and  li«r 
rouge  :  she  is  loo  shocking !" 

Aad  the  inother  and  daughter  caine  nearer  (o 
the  harpsichord,  as  VillJei-s,  trying  to  seiie  a 
favourable  opportunity  Xo  leave  Miss  Darwin's 
side  and  join  theut,  wan  entreated  soOly  by  Lady 
Wihuington  to  keeji  his  position,  and  support  the 
fur  singer  till  the  conclusion  of  a  song  wludi  iliv 
Duke  of  Cumberland  liad  asked  for,  and  then, 
with  boyish  thouglitlessnesK,  gone  away  nilhout 
hearing. 

Did  tve  not  say  that  Miss  Darwin  tlu'ilicd  all 
hearts  J  She  did, — yet,  there  was  one  who  felt 
any  ibiug  now  but  plc^asurc  from  tho»o  soundy. 
No,  Viola,  for  thee  the  enjoynient  of  thai  ex'ening 
was  at  an  end  1 

Villiers  could  not  in  gallantry  quit  the  post 
assigned  him,  and  he  felt  to  its  fijll  extent  the 


«wkwBrdneB8  of  his  situatioa ;  (or  Pa«ton  now 
iUoo<l  gloomily  ob^ervaot  al  a  little  dittanoe, 
ttpfcaring  ss  jealous  of  hia  ftupiioied  nriil  m 
Vtolu  bait  r«aUy  become  of  hers,  although  the 
stumed  it  not. 

The  last  rang  was  finiahod,  and  Miss  Darwin 
aboul  lo  rite  from  the  inHtrumcnt,  whoti  an 
agnvablc  German,  who  hail  with  a  ready  pencil 
written  an  epigram,  glided  round  Villiers.  and 
put  unpereeived  th«>  paper  into  her  huul,  which 
done,  he  clipped  away,  intending,  po<K«ibly,  lo 
claim  due  credit  at  a  future  time. 

Looking  round,  aurprised,  but  smiling.  Miss 
Darwin  pcropivcd  nooe  so  n«ar,  or  so  likely  as 
»iw  thought,  to  octjiiil  himself  of  such  a  piece  of 
gallantry  a»  Villi«rs,  and  she  accordingly  sup- 
posed him  the  author  of  the  verse.  All  but  the 
German  and  the  reputml  epignmimatiiit  believed 
the  sune ;  nor  did  the  denial  of  Villiert  invalidate 
tlieir  attachment  of  tlie  charge.  Called  upon  to 
read,  she  did  so  with  a  sparlding  rye  and  great 
humour : — 
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"  *  J'iftn  n  vtirt  caur  «r  lt»4tt  i 

MttUt  fn  He  V0f/r>»t  fnt  almfti 

AV  iloil  ni  VBUM  voir,  ■■  now  enifiuirt,"' 

"  Oh,  you  admirable  pool !"  cxckimed  stiie, 
as  ahe  fiDiabed  thU  lniproni])tu  cf  half  a  ccittMi^ 
before,  wliich  the  German,  relying  upon  Imt  ig- 
norance that  it  wiis  the  Due  de  la  Tn;nioiiill«'a, 
intended  tlic  next  duy  to  \k  knenen  for  his  omit 
"Oh.  you  civil  genlleman!— Come  here,  Mr. 
Pasion,  and  take  example.^t\'hat,  you  refuse  1 
Mr.  Villiers,  vrill  you  not  *  brain  him  with  your 
lady'a  fan  ?'  Misa  Myddlrton,  try  if  you  cannot 
moll  tlio  vx  Mr.  Paatoii  lia»  encnistMl  biin»<dr 
M'ith,— aye,  pray  do,"  concluded  Hhe,  as  Paston, 
without  ani«wrrin^,  turnwl  away,  offered  hi*  ann 
to  the  mother  and  (laughter,  and  led  them  (o  the 
rcfreshme  nt-  room . 

Villiers  scarcely  appnncd  of  this  arrangemeot; 
neitlirr  was  his  fair  companion  quite  sstisfied. 
She  (taw  at  a  glance  iliat  somclliing  was  wrong; 
but  tTUsbnl  to  n  little  manngemciil  on  the  mor- 
row to  bring  matters  rouu<.).     Surreiulenng  hn^ 
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■elf  to  the  csre  of  VUliera,  ib^  cBlnwI  info  an 
Boiniated  converaalioQ  for  a  few  mintittw,  nlonr 
851  thpy  were,  still  standing  by  (be  barpsichoni; 
for  lite  retnaiiukr  of  Uk-  company  had  drawn  off 
lonards  l}u>  jtuitpcr-rooiii. 

"Come,  Mr.  Villiws,"  at  length  iJie  naid; 
"  Come,  let  »f  go  also."  Bui  thew  few  simpU 
words  were  uttered  in  liic  nxMt  dulcet,  most  fae- 
aaUia^  of  tooce— such  as,  if  it  is  UDguardctlt 
take  thv  heiirt  suddmly  pri*oni'r;  Midi  iu  w« 
all  have  beard  or  dreamed  to  haw  heard.  e\'en 
though  it  haa  been  but  once, — yei  tiiat  once,  if  it 
was  tbe  only  time,  was  p«rlut[is  vuch  to  our  aRer 
sorrow.  Tliis  silver  i-oioe,  and  a  blaze  mAened 
iutd  thrilling  of  ber  de«p  blue  eyes,  often  uticoo- 
■ciotu  it  might  be.  while  they  thrc»lc«ed  to  rob 
of  lua  accustomed  quiet  wliot^er  they  fell  uiion, 
now  could  not  be  miiHt«d  by  Villiers.  He  scarcely 
heard  tlic  whole  of  her  invocation ;  but  be  re- 
niiirkcd,  that  tbe  liand  and  arm  which  she  passed 
gently  through  his  were  tlut  fairest,  the  moat  ex- 
quisitely rounded  in  the  world. 
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Oh,dangprou«  moment!— where  wa»  he  ftUow* 
ins  bin  heart  townnder?  Oaiigerou.i  for  Viola 
an  for  himself!  What  was  ihat  momentarj-  feel- 
ing in  hiB  breofit?  —  for  roomentary  we  must 
hope  that  it  indeed  was. 

He  led  Miss  Danvin  (o  the  snmc  room  where 
the  trio  had  preceded  them,  and  he  drank  tno 
or  thrK  i^lasaeB  of  ebampagne,  perhaps  to  re- 
solve some  doubts  thai  hud  lately  arisen,  and 
to  cool  the  ilUunderatood  excitement  which  be 
fell  in  every  nerve.  He  was  possessed — he  waa 
suffocated — he  knew  not  whnt  liis  BCusatioDs 
were ;  hut  he  drank  more  champagne,  and 
talked  madness  to  Miss  Darwin.  He  burnt— be 
consumed  with  some  unaccountable  passion ; 
but  whether  it  wa!  jeulonsj'  of  PitstoD  now  alone 
with  Viola,  or  love  for  the  fair  Circe  Dear  him. 
or  anger  at  his  own  conduct,  and  consciousness 
of  his  having  been  mistaken  by  Viola  and  Piulon 
for  the  epigrammatist,  or  all  of  thew,  he  could 
not  tell :  be  knew  but  that  he  raged  with  eome 
inexplicable  fire  and  Ihirsl,  and  felt  as  in  all. 
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the  alt  of  hb  short  life — he  had  never  Tclt 
before. 

It  KM  d  sleepless  night  for  two  of  that  bril- 
UmM  parly,  but  rrom  ilifTeretit  causes  ;  j-et  each 
lending  to  diBtraM.  It  was  a  cmi^  for  a  third  ; 
but  Iter  we  catiiuM  pity  for  escape,  howerer 
efiectcd,  from  a  man  she  lo^'cd  not,  and  whom, 
had  she  married,  would  have  made  her  life 
raisenible  with  his  petulance  and  ennui :  besides, 
we  poRKMiB  the  knowledge  of  his  being  a  ruinMl 
man ;  and  tliere  was  the  probability  that,  even 
Itad  she  been  at  the  altar,  he  would  not  have 
aummoaed  resolution  to  tic  the  knot 

1'h«  feelings  of  Villiers  were  as  incompre 
heitnible  an  new ;  but  on  the  morrow  they  were 
mingled  with  repentance.  Hfe  tought  to  per- 
■made  him»elf  that  he  waa  not  unfaithful  to 
Viola;  but  this  allurement  towards  Miss  Dar- 
irin  he  could  not  shake  off  with  the  same  fudlity. 
He  was  unconscious  that  it  re(|uired  only  a 
vigorous  resolution,  and  an  unreserved  com- 
nninicalioQ  with  her  who  should  rrign  supreme 
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in  hia  affedions,  and  twr  plvcv  would  agun  be 
occupied  th«re  in  all  its  singlcncM  a^  before. 
He  liad  in  u  moment,  iK^rhapit  of  piquv,  un- 
wan-anublv  and  unTviuouablc,  himself  the 
grraU^r  ofli'ndcr,  been  induced  to  increase 
attentions  to  another  than  Viola,  wliich  citility 
had  commenced  and  accident  conliiiued ;  ami, 
warmed  nSth  the  influence  of  her  society,  he 
had  been  suddenly  fascinated  by  a  beautiful, 
a  most  lo\Tly  woman,  to  a  degree  of  wild,  but 
temporary  passion,  that  so  sanguine  a  dis()o- 
Hilion  as  his  was  but  too  liable  to  find  an 
affinity  for. 

Nor  must  we  hastily  condemn  Eleanor  Darwin 
as  hearllc»,  or  wrong.  Early  left  an  orphan, 
»\u;  had  all  the  disadvantages  of  being  ihronn 
much  upon  herself,  and  allowed  to  follow  ibe 
girlish  (hclaten  of  her  own  will,  unknowing  the 
benefit  of  a  competent  guide  to  direct  licr  pur- 
miits,  or  properly  to  train  and  cultiratc  th« 
excellent  nalural  talents  she  possessed.  She 
liad  all  the  disadvantages  of  birth  and  good 
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eonnwlioa,  vithout  their  requisite  support, — 
money ;  all  the  monifications  of  poverty  without 
sufficient  philosophy  to  bear  them  ;  nil  tlie 
()uattficatioi»  of  a  heart,  warm  and  enthusla«lic, 
yet  few  of  the  blessings  by  the  aid  of  which  she 
could  avail  lu>r>e1f  of  iho  pure  satisfaction  it 
might  giw,  were  thia  rightly  directed.  She 
was,  in  short,  a  brilliant  body  of  li^hl,  eccentric 
and  unstetuly  in  its  orbit,  and  from  which  ema- 
iiiited  thow  coruscations  thai  dazzled  with  their 
■•pleiidour  e>*en  such  as  desired  to  find  darkness 
about  ber.  She  was  a  "  bright  creiition,"  a 
meteor  that  many  followed,  but  who!>e  course 
few  could  umlenttund :  the  object  of  pursuit  to 
numbers,  but  the  attainment  of  none.  She  ivas 
an  enchan[n>ent,  a  witchery,  a  wonder. 

She  Im'cd,  and  was  in  her  turn  adored ;  but 
mhe  was  told  this  might  not  be, — prudence, 
pride,  the  world  forbade  it ;  and  he  who  wa.* 
ilie  object,  lier  equal  in  all  things,  bad  gone  far 
away  to  tell  his  sorrows  to  a  distant  land :  but 
■till  she  lovdd.  Oh,  should  she  liarc  listened 
VOL.  II.  0 
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lo  the  words  of  Past  on, — could  slic  so  dcbaw 
her  heart,  and  belie  her  feelings,  as  10  ntnilr 
on  one  whose  ei-ery-  protenBlon  was  founded  uj>on 
n-e«]th  ?  Vaiiily  did  bIic  acctiw  hcr«elf  in  the 
solitude  of  her  chamber  for  such  pravity  t»f 
mind ;  nnd  many  a  lalc  of  sorrow  couli)  that 
pillow  tell  which,  in  su)>porting  htr  bcautifiil 
iK'jid,  had  been  the  frequent  repository  of  her 
sighs  and  tears. 

We  plead  for  her  n-ith  the  young  and  giy, 
vrilh  the  separated,  the  tempted,  and  the  un- 
happy. 
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"  I  niut  conffH  that  lh*r«  ii  aomtthio^  in  the  ch»ii(^Iile> 
IWM  knd  inconilauc^  it  hiiinan  nalun  Ihsl  vi-iy  uftan  both 
<Ii'jvd>  <uk\  tenificn  mi'.    WlutniT  I  um  ftt  prcvRl,  I  tiembta 

tolhiok  whnl  t  miy  be.  While  I  rmil  thi>  |in»(!i|>iii  williiii 
mt.  horn  can  1  u*ia«  myMttthit  I  ithatl  Hlw^iyi  b«  truv  lo 
luf  God,  my  frienil,  or  mywlC  ?  In  RtiQTt,  withiiiit  contlniKy 
thmr  i*  Dtitha  lov«,  fiitiiiUliip,  nur  i  irlue  in  the  wurlil.* 

AuniSON. 


Vrxbd  with  himsetr,  anil  much  inclined  (o  br 
prOTolied  urith  Viola,  VillierH  knew  not  bow  to 
Ml.  HiB  thoughts  vt^re  in  euch  a  statr  of 
coniiiaion  that  he  x-ainly  attempted  to  reduce 
th«n  to  order ;  imd  he  dvlcrmiciftl  to  become 
"the  ittave  of  Chance,"  and  lot  circumstance 
work  out  her  way.  Explanation  he  was  too 
proud  to  Bock,  and  drrivrd  comfort,  if  ouch  it 
could  indeed  be  called^  only  from  the  belief  that 
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hr  w«8  wronged.  But  he  was  in  honour  bound 
to  :t\-oid  all  furlhrr  communicBtiMi  with  Miss 
Dnrwin,  «ho  indeed  thought  not  of  him  accept 
3.4  ihi>  innocent  cause  of  a  rupture  with  Pafiton. 
whif^li  she  was  not  long  pennitttHl  to  rnnua  in 
ignorance  of  having  occurred. 

The  next  e»¥ning  VilUers  was  again  in  com- 
|)uny  with  the  Myddletons;  and,  as  perverse 
tale  will  oftim  (Ipcree,  at  the  moment  he  ontpwd 
the  room,  fratigkt  with  good  intentions.  Pasion 
was  speaking  to  her.  Deadly  pale  as  she  tumnl 
at  this  annoying  circumstance,  her  face  quickly 
aNSiinied  a  deeper  than  natural  fluNh,  which  was 
attributed  by  Villiers  to  a  sense  of  guilt.  He 
pas.^ed  by  with  a  formal  bow,  but  Keduknisly 
ukoidi^l  her  (luring  the  remainder  of  tlie  Hhort 
time  ho  staid  Iheiv.  Anxiously,  at  length,  did 
sh«-  look  round  for  him,  but  he  had  long  gone ; 
and  to  the  mortilicalion  which  this  caused  her 
wax  added  an  undisguised  pncourageniFnt  of 
I'aston'*  attentiiMis  by  her  motliiT.  Nor  ww 
he  the  only  suitor ;  for  some,  whose  rank  woukl. 
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it  was  imagined,  hara  enlitlcH  xbtrn  to  a  fai-our* 
able  hearing  by  mogt  women,  hetl  ahown  tlie 
Ktroiigpst  wish  to  Tsune  her  to  the  et^vation  of 
a  Peeress.  But  to  these  or  to  Paston  *hc. 
aeemod  alike  indifTirrpnt. 

AootlHT  night  of  uneaBinoes,  and  another  day 
of  MMpmsc  and  no  oj)i>ortuiiitj'  owurred  for 
Viola  either  (o  hear  or  givi<<  an  expUoation. 
Again  tlicy  mot  at  a  party,  again  Paslon  wn» 
at  her  side,  and  again  \''i)Uer3  a^-oided  h«r  ;  but 
this  time  hi«  lip  was  curled  convtiUively,— it 
might  be  with  u  Kniile;  ami  men  (he  bow  of 
tlie  night  before  wan  not  accorded. 

To  the  pain  of  all  this,  on  the  pari  of  Villiers. 
was  to  be  a<lded  a  fanned  insult,  and  prrhaps. 
in  truth,  rce^ivnl,  from  n  young  nobUtiian  who 
had  bern  a  rejected  stiitor  of  Violn'ii,  iind  who, 
at  ihc  »«|ipcr- table,  made  sonH>  remarks  which 
could  not  be  direclly  appliwi  to  himself,  y*t 
which  Villier*  wiw  but  loo  n-ady  to  interpret  as 
auch.  Often  had  he  belieiied  himwlf  ihe  object 
of  Kom  for  the  poverty  of  his  circumstancM. 
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and  ridicule  for  hi*  ibiiappointmral  &f  that 
fortune  to  tvlud),  at  least,  he  had  neu^  (ieniod 
thst  \w  was  heir ;  but  now  flushed  with  wine 
that  he  was  unused  to  indulge  in,  he  was  on 
the  point  of  quarrelling  with   Lord  S.  , 

when  the  Myddletons,  attended  by  Pastoii, 
entered  the  »up]H>r-rooin.  All  hts  hate  was 
immediately  concentrated  in  this  one  man,  and 
hi>  hastily  withilrew :  yet,  an  he  li>f^  the  table, 
he  could  not  avoid  hearing  the  loud  laugh  (hat 
Lord  S— —  and  his  knot  of  noble  frieud»  in- 
dulged ill,  Villiera  believed,  at  his  ex|jen9e  ;  and 
shame  of  this  ridicule,  when  he  reached  his  omi 
door,  wtts  the  u[)permost  feeling  in  liis  mind. 

That  he  i^hould,  amongst  the  many  hi^t 
spirits  of  tile  day,  nobler  than  himself  in  blood, 
rich,  titled,  and  ac-complished,  have  walked  im- 
riralled  to  the  place  he  held  in  the  affections 
of  the  greatest  heiress  in  perspective  that  or 
many  prei'ious  seasons  had  produei-d.  is  un- 
likely. It  could  not  be,  and  w;m  not ;  and 
some  that  pretended  to  her  hand  received  more 
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encouragement  from  her  mother,  than  had  she 
not  hated  Villiers  to  ihe  d#grw  she  did,  ihi-»c 
vujton  would  hare  found  tltc  adv3ntagi>  of. 
But  Viola,  Inie  to  thp  paM»ton  which  she  bad 
first  known,  looked  n-itli  cold  indiflfiTc-ncv  upon 
the  coronrt  »he  might  have  liOed  to  her  brow, 
and  beheld  beape  of  treasurr  strewed  at  ber 
feet  without  bcin^;  moved  to  a  more  fat'ourabh- 
9cntim4-nl. 

As  Villtrrs  iiilcred  hU  bedroom  a  letter  ap- 
peare>d,  which  the  wrvant  called  his  iitlvnliori  lo; 
but  taking  it  for  a  bill,  it  wa-t  tbroivn  from  him, 
additionally  mortilied  a.t  he  became,  al  Ihe  recol- 
lection that  there  were  no  finances  to  answer  such 
appeals.  SUgbt«d  and  disdained  by  those  who 
had  oiKe  courted  his  society,  (for  lie  notv  t-ulted 
to  mind  HCTMsd  similar  occurrence*  to  that  even- 
'"K*"')  """^  jealous  of  the  attenlioDs  wbich  seemed 
well  received  by  one  womiui,  to  whom  he  was 
deeply  attached,  while  at  the  same  time  he  wa^ 
not  quite  able  to  acquit  himself  of  entertaining  a 
Ipassion  for  another,  few,  we  think,  would  envy  hit 
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tilualion ;  bul  if  lo  ihe^e  be  ikMo(I  that  he  wan 
absolutely  penniless,  it  will  be  thought  thiit  pridn 
was  an  unlikely  inmate  to  be  cherished  in  hin 
breaxt.  Yel  a  keen  !»eni>e  of  the  insult  he  fancied 
himself  that  night  to  ha\-e  received  swallowed 
lip  every  other  feeling,  and  he  pared  up  and 
down  thf  Hmall  apartment  in  a  mood  boriLrrinK 
on  dnjieration.  , 

"  I  have  been  insulted,"  he  said,  coldly,^ 
"  wantonly  insulted ;  nor  is  this  the  first  time — 
no,  not  by  hundreds,  tliut  I  have  felt  humi- 
liated, when,  for  the  very  soul  of  ine,  I  dared 
not  let.  loose  the  words  that  burned  upon  my 
lip«.  And  why  ?— because  I  feared  tlic  grcsiler. 
the  wider  ridicule  which  would  attach  to  my 
l>overty,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  my  place, 
my  station  in  society !— -No,  I  dared  not ;  and 
I  have  goiic  to  my  comfortU^s  home  !"— and  he 
rlenched  his  hands,  and  set  his  teeth  as  a  rice, 
10  suppress  the  devilish  feelings  that  swayml  him 
almost  to  madnew.  *'  And  have  I  not  rented 
mj-aelf,  that  could  invite  such  mockery  of  my 
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belpteeaness  ?  And  yet  I  have  returned  to  plsci-K 
wlwra  1  knew  that  I  was  merely  loleral«l  by 
ihott  1  sJiould  \vd\x  trodden  on  aud  spurned, 
and  I  bave  crept  ilUhonourtilily  about  with  ut 
meat)  petty  pride  thai  diMUiiu-tl  to  luboiir  honmly 
for  my  bread.  HaU— indrpcnd<'nce  and  poveiiy, 
when  were  ye  ever  found  together,  in  wltal  tlie 
world  has  cho!>en  still  to  call  society  ?  Why  can- 
not 1  rush  from  tliis  wr^lchMl,  n-rctchiil  modi;  of 
ttXiMlenoe,  and  bury  myself  where  iher«  will  be 
iwne  to  intnule  upon  my  eohtutle — none  lo  mock 
at,  and  insult  i  What  i»  tliis  secret  fascination, 
that  draws  mc  unn»i»Ung  into  ita  vortex,  but 
to  tlirust  ntc  forth  again,  contemned,  ridiculetl, 
and  wrongfd  ?" 

The  fererishoeBa  of  hU  thoughts  broke  and 
liUiiturbed  liis  alumlxtrs.  Long  did  he  rccollvci 
that  night ;  and  yet  he  liad  passed  many  with 
owirly  aa  IjUut  fecUngs.  And  thLt  wa»,  like 
others,  Hicce«d«d  by  a  dreary  hateful  mominK. 
full  of  fears  for  (he  consummation  of  he  knew 
not  wtiat. 
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Thp  lottor  bcforp  meDlioDod  lay  totally  dis- 
regardcil,  wen  forgotten;  but  one,  dirwted  id 
a  haml  he  woll  knew,  wiis  iu  llie  couwe  of  tlie 
morning  presented  lo  him.     It  ran  thus ; — 

■'  What,  my  dear  Charles,  (for  so  I  must  stUI 
eall  you,) — what  has  happened, — nhul  can  have 
happened  between  uk  ?  Help  me  to  unravel  the 
niyatciy.  What  has  sprung  up, — what  eloud 
has  tbrona  a  blight  upon  our  feeliiigb,  to  make 
us  dmihl  each  other  ? — if  can  be  nothing  more. 
Tell  m«  what  /  liave  <lone,  and  I  am  ready  to 
atone,  if  it  shoulil  be  necessary,  and  explain 
away  your  surmises,  or  your  fears,  if  j-ou  in- 
deed can  have  any,  1  dislike  mystery ;  I  loie 
openness  between  two  who  are  so  situated  as 
ourselvea.  Tell  me,  then,  what  1  have  done, 
what  1  am  to  do,  and  where  he  the  causes  of 
our  unhappiness;  and  then  I  will  ask  you  if 
There  are  not  a  sufEciency  of  real  ills  in  i]ie 
world,  that  we  should  strive  with  imaginary  ones. 
Believe  me,  I  have  not  been  without  my  share  <A 
misery  unce  that  c\'vnjiig  at  Lady  ^Vtlmiiigton's. 


VILURRt. 


"  I  will  not,  dear  Charl^,  I  {"Bniiot,  think  thai 
you  h«vc  cntertaiiiod.  and  far  le^  that  yoii  in 
irulti  <lo  hold  in  your  tus-irl,  a  wish  that  I  coiild 
not  apprmv.  Oh,  tTyou  do.  may  Heaven  forgitre 
you — bat  I  will  not,  I  csnnot  belJirt'C  it.  I  am 
not  willing  lo  piit  loo  ready  n  Tnilh  in  apjicar- 
ancr«.  I  saw  you.  as  1  ttiought,  paying  parli- 
ndnr  attention  lo  Mi<iA  Damin ;  I  saw  you  put 
a  paper  into  her  liand,  at  the  barp«ichord — ihtii 
«pigrain'.  it  was  needti^sH,  Ii  na*  painful  lo  nw; 
I  confpse.  You  did  not  spouk  to  me  that  rvrninf;. 
Mr.  P^Klon  came  up  »%  you  turned  lowanti*  mt-, 
— could  I  refunf  lo  speak  to  liini  ?  Were  you  as 
you  •wmed  lo  be.  uneasy  at  his  attention*'  ?  In- 
deed, indeed,  you  had  little  re-ason ;  my  bitieresr 
enemy  could  not  wi*h  me  a  se^-ciTr  IN■nalt^-  itian 
I  Uien  su1fere<l.  I  lieard,  bui  threw  from  me,  ax 
I  do  now,  the  insinuation  thai  some  worm  feel- 
ing  existed  brtwwu  yo»»  jukI  KU^iinor ;  Uiey  said. 
mva — but  tbi*  was  too  «d  lo  believe.  In  ihe 
refre»hment-rooni  yoo  were  "till  with  ber;  and 
you  Mimi«d  carried  away  by  some  unaccounlabl*- 


VlLLtKHS. 


motive  W  pay  her  llic  mo»t  extraordinary  alten- 
lions,  »»d  talked  in  a  strain,  which  I  confess  I 
heard  through  a  third  person ;  but  it  wm  ll»«* 
lang^uage  of  a  man  quite  boyond  himwlf — a 
language,  ChnriM,  you  have  DCT'er  even  pre- 
sumed 10  liold  to  me.  Still  1  wa§  unspoken 
to ;  but  I  hoped  tluN  might  be  caused  by  eonie 
pUKNing  tvliim  whii-h  the  next  morning  would 
clear  up.  How  anxiously  1  expected  j^u;  but  j'ou 
came  iiol  1  the  nesl  evening  luo.  and  llip  next, 
and  you  passed  ine  with  a  dialaut  bow  that — 
Oh,  I  cannot  bear  tJiis  state  of  doubt  aod  un- 
charltabhtness.  Write  to  me— or  no,  I  suppose 
you  must  not.  /  have  offended,  I  kjiow,  a^DM 
all  rules  of  propriety,  in  vending  a  Utter  to  you ; 
but  there  is  loo  much  at  stake  to  think  of  this:  I 
discard  ituch  ceremony  and  eluiuetU,  when  both 
our  hearts  may  be  saved  a  ivorld  of  wretcheil- 
nes»  by  tlie  infraction. 

"  Come,  tbeji,  and  xeo  me  immediately.  I 
sliall  tell  my  mother  tliat  I  expect  you ;  and 
if  this  should  be  our  la»t  iotervieur,  wliich   I 
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dare  not  think.  I  shall  atill  have  th«  satislVic- 
lion  of  knon'ing  tliat  /  have  done  all  id  my 
power  to  drive  away  doubt  and  Mis|ncioii  from 
bct«reeit  u». 

"  Britnv  mc  still,  and  ner, 

"  Your  ftfTvclionatf 

"  Viola. -^ 


Thp  portnrbailou  of  Vi1ti«rH'  mind  wa$  warcvly 
InscDMl  by  ttte  perural  of  this  lellpr  ;  but  beroTP 
lie  coidil  forcn  any  decided  plan  of  uction,  he  waa 
surprised  by  the  enlranc«  of  Ludlow. 

"  Welcome,"  said  be,  aa  the  worlby  man 
approaclied  him ;  "  you  Br«  come  In  the  very 
time  1  could  moat   hare  wished  for  your  m> 


I  am  glad  of  it,  with  all  my  heart."  replied 
Ludlow ;  "  for,  to  tell  you  truth,  I  almost  feared 
you  had  some  desperate  intention  of  for#aking 
tbo  company  of  all  your  frieiHls ;  nnce  you  liavc- 
becn  strange  eiKnigh  to  be  taken  for  myself 
during  the  last  two  or  three  days." 
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"  Ah,  LuiUon-,  it  was  from  IwrseW  tlial  /  mci 
this." 

"  Wrll,  well,"  Miid  his  friend,  itii|iaiivii(ly, 
■<  she  tak«K  the  readiest  method,  ttif  most  ii{)- 
right,  the  m09t  honest,  the  plainest,  which  in 
always  the  best,  of  elearuig  up  the  miiHin<ivT- 
standingi  by  at  once  opriung  Ikt  heart  iuul  mind 
on  the  «iibJ4s:t.  I  cast  a»i(W,  as  tihe  lia»  tiobly 
done,  the  paltry  consideration  of  miacalled  in- 
delicacy, in  addressing  you ;  that  iniUwl  wotdd 
be  sacrificing  the  happiness  of  hoth  to  ^aiii  fonii 
and  absurd  notiona,  which  haw  Jn  their  ado|>- 
tion  pa\-ed  the  way  to  more  causelees  misery 
than  can  be  told.  Explanation,  E-xplanatJoo, — 
calmness  on  tJie  one  hand,  couSdeoce  on  t)M- 
other.  Oijenness,  openness,  ojK'niicss,^  these 
clear  up  doubts,  renew  lote,  remove  aiountainx 
from  the  course  of  true  affection  aTid  returning 
iwtwm.  Oh,  tlie  lives,  tlie  Hcparations,  the 
wretcheilness.  llie  bloodshed,  the  crime,  the  re- 
morse, that  a  little  explanation  and  confidence 
might  have  saved  in  the  world !" 
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"  BtR-  th«y  Wtf  not  hMr,— Umm  itifatuatwl 
people,— ^h*y  will  not  Tru*t ;  iliey  prefer  (Imto- 
UliOR  and  horror,  to  smiling  peace  bdiI  restored 
joy ;  ind,  lor  tlie  curse  of  man,  pirobably  it  is 
octlertid  Uiat  thu»  it  sliould  be:  ah*,  Tor  him! 
And  you,  VillierA,— ttiid  you,  hot-lietid^-d  youn^ 
moD,  be«r  me ;— will  yon  not  be  guided  by  ilw 
voice  of  reuon,  when  she  whispers  her  councils 
in  your  onr.  Pnifer  you  to  bo  u  wretch ;  l(n« 
you  to  live  in  sorrow  and  unkindness  ;  year 
aAer  year  dragging  on  your  unfortunate  exiiit- 
ene*,  — not  content  with  your  own  solitary  late, 
but  comleinning  another  also  to  pasit  her  weary 
life  in  doubt  and  unavailing  ivgreitit  for  a  fancied 
disloyally  on  j-our  part ;  wliik*  one  word  of  open 
tnntfulneffi,  leading  as  it  must  to  multial  expla- 
nalion  and  forgiveness,  would  nmke  you  a  happy 
man  for  ever  in  ibb  world  T'  i 

V'illien  was  much  moved. 

"  Come,  my  dear  friend,"  continued  Ludlow, 
"  be  upright,  be  honourable,  camlid.  siocerr. 
open,  hum&k,  for  pride  is  the  great  stumbliDg- 
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^1 

^H  block.     TvU  her  all  you  feel ;  pour  out  your 

^H  vufTeriiig^ — for  that  they  may  be  many,  in  m> 

^H  short  a  spnce,   I  too  well  know, — tell  tliirm  to 

^1  her  all ;  think  not  it  muy  be  romuutlc,  fooltith, 

or  what  you  will.  Who  Iieant  yoti  hul  Ho  that 
createtl  hoth  j^our  hearts',  and  will  look  <lown 
with  beni^ty  on  a  virtuous  aS«ctioa  and  rp- 
tuming  good  will?  Wliat  is  written? — '  Lo** 
one  aiioUicr ;" — aye,  but  with  a  holy,  a  peaceful 
lore,  with  that  demotion  w)ii('h  would  prompt 
either  of  you  to  eacriGtw  all  the  world's  good, 
even  life,  if  it  were  npcessury,  to  save  tlie  othrr 
froni  woe — a  holy  love,  which  would  undergo 
aiiy  privation  and  itenalty,  rather  than  prompt 
an  action  that  should  prejudice  the  other  in 
mind,  or  body,  or  future  weal-  Go,  go !  Do 
as  you  wotdd  bo  done  by — as  you  lunie  b<*Ji 
ilone  by — aye,  by  oiu'  who,  from  what  1  have 
already  won,  is  a  treaauie  few  are  worthy  to 
|X>8se3».  Cherish  her  love,  and  deserve  her 
esteem,  my  dear  young  friend ;  and,  having  re- 
gained  this,   go  into  your  clianiber,  uml  H«k 
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rorfriv«nws  for  th«  liad  paamona  which  your 
heari  biut  w  Uu^ly  burnt  with." 

Villier*  might  haie  profiutl  by  the  lesson 
onMber  event  of  that  moruiag  went  fur  to  trach, 
liad  his  thoughts  l>ccii  dirvctod  to  moralinng 
on  llto  subject,  num'ly,  th»t  he  was  not  dmilulr 
of  friends,  and  that  tboi»  who  were  really  worthy 
the  title  were  not  fast  falling  away  ait  he  had 
said.    Gtit  unfonimBlply  he  set  loo  high  a  value 

by  the  Ewtitious  pleasure);  of  that  wxiii'Iy  which 
even  he,  in  hia  mon*  ivaMonable  niomonts,  con- 
trtnncd;  and,  altitough  he  warmly  and  readily. 
indmKi  enthusiaslically,  did  justice  to  the  sterling 
qualities  of  Thornliill,  ax  well  as  the  rotiglier. 
though  high  ami  lioncnt,  lietLring  of  Ludlotv. 
iheie  were  not  what  he  would  totally  have  gixvo 
qp  all  connection  with  the  great  world  for.  But, 
■s  r«gards  \hvac  elder  men,  setting  aside  the 
dicparity  of  year*,  ihey  could  scarcely  be  tup- 
poAcd  to  seek  much  eiijoyniniit  from  lh«  society 
of  one  who  had,  by  being  loo  early  iutroduerd 
upon  the   stage  of  modieb    Uf«>  una>-oidably 
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almost,  been  tainted  with  a  passion  for  Ha 
Initios  and  dinitipation*,  whicli  liis  Htrang  mind 
would  not,  imii'wl,  allow  him  to  dip  too  dowplv 
into,  but  wiiich  a  want  of  means  now  only  pre- 
vented his  indulging  in  aa  before,  Tlien^  was 
little  community  of  tastes  amongst  the  thm-, 
and  few  objects  in  pursuit  of  which  all  joined. 
Ambition  had  been  Villiers'  great  aim ;  but  this 
was  early  blighted,  though  it  can  never,  in  the 
human  mind,  be  altogether  subdued :  yet  thi* 
ambition  was  not  such  as  ThomhiU's,  who  enter- 
tained that  devotion  to  a  life  be  hail  adopiwi 
never  to  change,  which  impels  a  man  to  look  no 
other  way,  to  see  no  other  object  worthy  of  atiain- 
menl  in  comparison  of  tho  highest  reputation 
and  rank  in  liis  professton,^«n  elevation,  bow 
t«w  out  of  the  thousands  that  start  with  such 
hopes  are  destined  ever  to  reach!  Ludlow 
again, — it  would  be  hard  to  dinne  his  birth. 
He  had  nasnml  Villiers  that  happiness  lie  could 
iieter  know :  tliis,  for  so  senHible  a  man.  was  an 
abourd   poeitJtHi,    (or    oonipelence   and    health 
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iJitHild  make  a  men  conlpntm],  allhmigh  hi* 
sorrow's  may  hare  n*nin|r  iht'  hrart  nigh  to 
breaking,  and  thc«c  ronfvNHedly  n-ill  nwt  and 
anon  recur  when  least  the  roind  expects  them, 
but  with  1«)»  and  le«s  violence  each  succeeding 
year  ;  and  shall  not  the  man,  bleawd  with 
energy  o(  mind,  and  fttrong  reSccting  ponera. 
»it  caiue  to  rejoice  that  such  cannot  lunt  foi* 
eiiT?  and  uhall  he  nol,  between  each  access 
of  hln«ting  recollect  ions,  unconscious  of  thrir 
foniter  existence,  shall  he  not  frcl  happy  ?  It 
were  as  sinfully  rebelliouii  againsit  a  heneficent 
God,  to  dwell  UTpon  the  calamities  of  man's  life, 
as  it  would  be  savage  indifference  altogether 
and  Car  ewt  to  discard  ihem  from  the  heart, 
when  the  storm  Itiw  passed  over,  and  left  ui 
purified  by  its  chastening  breath.  Wc  are  to 
profit  by  the  remembrance,  and  not  repine.  In 
truth,  it  would  be  hard  to  designate  itic  aim  of 
Ludlow :  he  tvas  what  Villiers  had,  in  a  word, 
apily  enotigh  described  him,  a  Utige  paradox, 
if  a  non-exisleM  ima^nar}-  elcn>onl  may  be  thus 
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einbodi<>cI,  and  ^tn  "  a  local  habitation  and 
a  nump." 

In  itccouming  for  thwr  pn-dicalions,  to  usp  a 
rhetorical  licence,  we  must  give  the  tnibjed. 
and  this  is  the  entrance  of  Colonel  Thornhill 
aa  Ludlow  concluded  his  excellent  advice, 
l^'hethor  at  Villi«rs'  age  he  would  himself 
have  a()opt«d  tho  line  the  latter  struck  out  i» 
It  qgestioQ  that  need  not  now  bf  mooteil— per- 
haps he  would  ;  at  all  e*-ents,  that  lu>  could 
now  feci  as  we  must  suppose  he  did,  argues 
well  for  his  heart,  and  the  better  ordered 
course  of  conduct  that  he  bad,  howe\-eir  lata, 
himself  adopted. 

These  men  knew  too  little  of  each  other  to 
draw  satisfadion  from  thrir  mutual  society ;  and 
as  the  Colonel  cntcn-d  Ludlow  withdrtTi,-. 

"Well,  you  have  got  the  letter,"  said  Thorn- 
hill,  a(\er  some  uniiiiportant  remarks. 

"Yea.  I  have  roteivt-d  tl."  VilHcr*  stopped 
in  some  confusion,  a»  wondering  tiow  hi»  friend 
could  possibly  be  concerned  in  an  aflair  lie  had 
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tnery  reason  to  believe  was,  eave  Ludlow,  con- 
linol  (o  Viola  and  himself.  But  'I'liomhill 
attrilntlcd  ttis  m»>9«uoiik  to  a  widply  difl«rent 
cauw. 

"  I  am  not  surprised,"  said  he,  "  at  j-our 
feelings.  When  I  first  receivied  my  commission, 
and  found  myadf  in  a  red  coat  and  a  pair  of 
spurs,  1  thought  that  the  earth  could  giv-e  no 
greater  pleasure.  It  is  a  bod  thing,  Villiers, 
that  this  feeling  should  ever  wear  away ;  but  it 
trill,  and  does,  too  soon,  piirticuUtrly  in  the 
presejil  race  of  young  ino».  I  know  not  what 
is  come  to  them.  1  cumiot  uiidcntand  a  man 
tiot  liking  his  profeiuion." 

"AhTiaid  ViUiets,  wandering,  "Uw«  i»  a 
good  deal  in  that." 

"  A  good  deal, — wery  thing — every  thing! 
But  let  us  talk  over  your  affair.  What  do  you 
mean  to  do?  Vou  know  my  adnce,  and  I  nretl 
not  My,  as  for  as  it  will  go,  my  uwistunoc  alw 
IB  M  your  service.  You  cannot  haw  tiro  opinions 
as  lo  what  course  you  are  to  adopt  honever." 
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'  Villirrs  thunkod  him  mo«t  heartilj- ;  but  said 
Ihitt  Mr.  I.udlovr  liad  l>eeii  tuwU-  acquainted  with 
llie  whole  business,  snd  he  should  follon-  thr 
nd>'ice  he  had  given  him.  He  would  iimnKe 
even-  thing  with  Miw  MytldU-lon  th»t  verj-  dny. 

Tlioralull  stand.  4 

"  This  is  all  very  well,  my  good  frietid— thb 
is  all  I'ery  well ;  but  beware  that  «ome  other 
man  (loce  not  step  in  in  the  mean  time,  and  then 
you  may  ivliistlp  for  the  prlxe ;  for  I  can  lell  yoni 
that  IIktc  in  great  iotere^  making." 

"  I  know  it  all,  sjr."  said  Villiers,  impatiienily. 

"  You  can  marry  her  afterwards ;  but  strike 
now,  or  you  may  rt^pent  whrn  it  is  loo  late. 
Your  horst's  will  bo  the  principal  aBiiir;  but  we 
will  see  wliat  can  be  done.  The  regimenial 
agent!)  willj  I  dare  say,  adfaace  us  enough  lo 
start  with,  when  they  hear  there  is  an  heiress  in 
the  wind,  and  mywlf  at  your  elbow." 

"  HorNcs  1 — why  I  hare  no  idea  of  ranning  off 
with  her." 

'■  Kunning  off!— my  good  man.  Uierv  will,  I 
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bop»,  be  no  oocui«n  for  that.  Did  I  niM  tell 
you,  long  ego,  ymi  bad  only  to  put  on  a  red 
ooat.  and  your  aunt  wouU  he  unable  to  refuiw 
you  triuitciiir  you  tuked.  No,  no,  depend  upon 
it.  once  in  tbe  Life  Guards,  if  she  wen  not  your  ' 
aunt,  and  marri«d  already,  you  might  tnvn  nuikc 
*«■  Mr*.  V'illiers  wry  soon." 

,  M  am  thaaklu]  that  (here  art  theae  impcdi- 
niMtt*  to  tlw  possibility  of  such  an  «Tent,"  wid 
V»Uier«,  smiling  ;  "  but  sa  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  my  being  in  the  Life  Guards,  wo  need  scartcly 
speculate  upon  its  cflects." 
-  "NoUkelibood!"aaidThornhill,starUngfrom 
liis  chair  in  amasemenU  "  No  likelihood — what — 
are  you  mad  ?  Are  you  bereft  of  your  aenaee  ? 
Do  you  rare  ? — No  likelihood  S — oh,  th»t  1  had 
a  boy  old  enough  to  lake  it !  Whal^you  refuse 
ibn  comtniB&ion.— you  diodain  the  Life  Guiirdu! 
— I  cxpwrU-d  to  find  you  dancing  about  the  room 
lor  joy ;  but  1  iiuppo«e  your  friend  the  clergy- 
man lus.  aft  you  tay,  given  you  the  beat  advica 
on  the  subject." 
VOL.  a.  o 
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"  My  dear  «r,  hear  me  ow  moment. — then 
must  bo  some—" 

*'  Musi  be, — yes,  indeed,  ihank  hearens.  we 
are  not  at  a  tosa  for  tbem  y»l ;  t)ie  day  is  not 
come,  Cbarles  Villiers,  when  commissions  nwl 
go  begging,  and  in  the  Bnest  caralry  corps  in 
the  world — aye,  in  tl»  whole  world;  I  do  not 
care  where  is  the  other.     But,  good  morning." 

"  My  vwy  dpar  sir,"  Mid  Villiefs,  sctopping 
him,  I  was  going  to  say.  there  must  be  some 
mistake  in  this  ;  but  you  would  not  hear  me." 

"  Wliat  mistake?"  said  Tbornbill,  sufTering 
himself  to  be  led  back  to  his  chair;  but  still  too 
much  excited  to  sit  down  quietly. 

"  /  have  never  n-ceived  any  commission  : 
neither  do  I  know  what  you  have  been  talk- 
ing aliout  all  this  time."  i 

Thombill  drew  back  in  surprise. 

"  Why,  did  you  not  tell  me  you  had  received 
the  letter?" 

"  Tnie;  but  it  was  one  tfaat — in  short,  it  was 
from  a  tady." 
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"  A  lady  T'  saitl  the  Colonel,  in  lengthened 
tones  of  contempt : — "  Piilia ! — What,  an<l  you 
h&ve  nei-er  got  mJiw.  then ;" — and  the  old  officer 
began  to  snap  his  Sngen,  and  exhibit  various 
qnnptomt  of  returning  good  humour. 

"  See  what  it  is  to  be  in  Iwe  1  We  must  get 
you  married  off-hand,  or  you  will  be  of  no  use, 
I  i«e ;  and  jet,  a  young  marrtnl  man  in  a  rrgi- 
mem  in  a  bad  thing,  too.  But  come,  if  you 
don't  know  it,  I  now  tell  you,  that  I  yesterday 
got  your  commiMion  filled  in,  aiid  you  are  now 
Sub-Brigadier  and  Comet  in  his  Majesty's  Pir»t 
Troop  of  Honte  GuanLi." 

Villiera  left  the  room,  and  soon  re-appeared, 
with  the  letter  which  had  so  contemptuously 
bam  cntdgned  to  oblivion  the  night  before. 

"  I  conicss,"  said  he,  smiling,  but  with  some 
degree  of  confusion,  "  that  I  thought  your  epistle 
«a«  a  Inll ;  and  as  I  have  bad  too  many  of  these 
unanswerable  conununicatlons  lately,  I  threw  it 
aside,  and  happily  (for  I  should  not  have  opened 
it]  forgot  altogether  the  exi*tence  of  such  a  docu- 
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mmt ;  but  forgive  me,  my  dear  and  most  ralued 
friend,  and  let  me.  thank  you  sincerely — " 

"Well,  well,  thai   is   of  courae; — but  you 
accept  it?'— You  need  no  advice  frani  your  cle- 
rical friend,  who,  I  dar«  say,  is  ready  cttougli 
with  that,  and  deuced  little  else  f" 
"  Nay,  nay,  indeed  you  wrong  him." 
"  May  be  so ;  but  you  are  one  of  us  now,  eh  ? 
— No  rouge  tt  noiV— jou  must  be  aUog«tl)Cr  red, 
oul  and  out — aye,  and  inside  too;  for  the  heart 
must  be  as  red  as  the  coat,  or  else — " 
"  1  think  you  nwd  not  doubt  that—" 
"  Piha ! — now  your  face  e?en  ia  getting  the 
colour, — I  mean  that  the  heart  must  go  along 
with  the  trade,  whatever  it  is,  up  or  down,  fair 
day  or  foul — in  quarters  or  in  the  6eld — in  th* 
advance,  in — " 

■'  E*-cry  thing  but  the  retreat !'"  said  Tillters. 
striking  in  with  ThornhiU'ti  humour. 

"  Right,  my  boy ! — jxur  hand  upon  that,  and 
you'll  do." 

"  I  feai^-that  i»^for  I  suppoae  I  must  fe&r 
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QOthing  DOW  bht  fear — I  epprehend  that  there 
will  be  much  difficulty  about  funds  for  my 
honr*  «nd  nppoiittmvntA,  and  all  the  thousand 
et  ceieraa." 

"  True,"  »aMl  Thornhill,  pausing,  in  his  way 
to  tbe  door,  "  you  will  hare  to  marry  the  heirees, 
I  believe ;  but,  seriously,  we  must  lay  our  heads 
together,  A»  I  wud  before,  Jiowever,  the  regi- 
mental agenla  will  advance  you  sufficient,  I  ha\-e 
no  doubt,  wlwn  they  know  of  your  proxpectK. 
Perliaps  the  scratch  of  my  pen  may  be  nvcM- 
sary ;  but  I  Kould,  I  tell  you  candidly,  avoid 
ihat  if  pojoible. — We'll  see,  we'll  see. — But, 
come,  rouse  yourself  out  of  this  bcdei-ilraent, — 
'od,  I  wish  I  could  see  you  safe  under  the  mess- 
table — Dot  tliat  I  cncotirage  drinking." 

The  Coloiii'l  look  his  leave. 

Villi«rs  knew  not  what  lo  think  of  this  altered 
prospect  in  his  affairs.  He  remembered  the 
words  of  his  grandfather, — "  never  put  on  a  red 
coot,  sir,  unle&s  you  »iv  starviug ;  do  not  think 
of  marrying  your  cousin  Viola, — and  guard  this 
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picture  *s  the  apple  of  your  eye !"  And  wliich 
of  iheae  had  he  not  broken,  or  wiHhed  to  bn'kk  t 
True,  be  was  not  br  from  that  predicamenl  in 
which  thr  nl(rm»ti\T  ho  was  now  about  to  adopt 
as  to  the  first  could,  with  rcrcrvnco  to  tlw  old 
PMt'n  nujidate,  be  by  any  means  penuitled. 
Besides,  what  did  be  owe  a  man  who  bad  de- 
serted and  loft  him  to  pine  in  want  and  poreity? 
Nothing.  He  wae  bound,  he  frli,  by  no  real 
tie  of  obedience  to  bis  wishes,  and  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  break  through  all  iroagintuy  tuatv. 
As  to  marrying  Viola,  that  might  or  might 
not  be — the  event  hung  upon  a  thread ;  he  was 
by  no  means  !io  certain  of  his  position  there 
as  Ludlow  seemed  to  be :  and  for  his  mother's 
picture,  he  tnislcd  lo  iw  able  to  redeem  it,  if 
he  could  raise  money  for  his  outfit, — the  parting 
with  it  had  indeed  cost  him  sore 

Thene  inU'rruptionH  had  now  made  it  ao  late, 
that  ho  feared  Viola  mum  have  given  him  up. 
Making  a  hasty  arrangement  of  his  dress,  there- 
fore, he  proceeded  direct  to  Groevenor-tquare, 
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hbluait  beatiDfr  with  irnny  unutterable  feptinfs, 
ind  u  h«  knocked,  he  almost  hoped  lie  might 
not  be  admitted.  But  so  little  did  he  umlerslnntl 
bis  own  feolings,  thut  be  underwent  the  mo<t 
bitter  vvutton  when  the  scrrant  lold  him  that 
Miss  MyddletoD  had  been  taken  out  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  berore  by  Lady  Wilmington.  His 
nusUvss  was  at  home. 

"  1b  she  alone  r 

•■  No,  air,  Mr.  Parton  is  with  her." 

"  Curse  him  !"  muttered  Villiers  between  his 
teeth,  as  he  walked  away  from  the  door. 

Viola  had  impatiently  wuiled  hotir  after  liour, 
and  ai  Icngtli,  in  deiipair  of  hiit  coming,  berore 
Lady  Wilmington  called  for  her,  as  had  the 
evening  before  been  agreed  on,  she  wrote  a  hasty 
note,  wiiich  she  had  scarcely  lime  to  fold  and 
seal  before  tliu  carnage  stopped  at  the  door: 
this  wai  not  (lelivemd. 

As  we  gladly  throw  Upon  others  a  share  of 
the  rapoDsibility  which  attaches  to  our  own 


TiLUiaa. , 


I 


lett  when  w«  luve  really  lost  all  clu«  U 
^ide  us  through  the  difficult  paths  in  viev,  so 
Villicrx  now  huslvd  to  consult  hU  on|pn«l  ad- 
n»cr,  Ludlow,  as  to  how  he  should  proceed  in 
thi*  new  j>erplexity.  He  foreaaw  but  £mh 
obslaclee  in  the  way  of  reconciliatioa ;  and  the 
persevering  constancy  of  Putou's  litits  ag»i» 
raised  a  dovil  in  his  br«««t.  "  This  man," 
thought  he-,  and  rightly,  "  is  ruined :  his  fancy 

waB  for  a  short,  a  I'ery  short  time,  pleased  with 
the  wit  and  beauty  of  Miss  Darwin ;  upon  the 
slightest  occasion,  howe%er — a  mere  suspicion, — 
so  poor  a  wretdi,  so  used,  so  nerveless,  ^vn  up 
this  fine  creature  whom  he  reidly  luul  still  found 
siiSicietit  manly  feeling  in  his  heart  to  like^ 
love  he  could  not ; — but  in  a  few  days  he  loses 
the  interest  that  alio  hud  excited,  and  glad, 
ixrrhaps,  of  the  opportunity  a  tancied  slight  ha« 
given  hiin  to  turn  away  from  an  object  that  he 
is  already  tirrd  with,  he  addresses  himself  to  the 
pursuit  of  one  whose  riclies  he  believes  will  at 
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least  repay  him  for  the  wiMctiMlnMfi  poxmbly 
to  be  involvml  by  cntmng  Uw  marrm)  otaie, 
•tou  irith  VioU." 

'  To  such  a  pitch  o(  indignation  did  this  train 
of  Kasoning  raiw  VilUiTH,  (hat,  ax  he  |>ur](ti<d 
il,  be  WW  nM  how  closely  on«  part  of  Pamon'a 
case  bore  upon  his  own ;  yrt  we  must  not  only 
ritUnuaIr,  but  tipplaud  th«  rwUn|r  that  foild 
Irad  him  to  execrate  the  mbrrable  calculating 
policy  of  his  rit^l.  Ho  was,  liowevrr,  wtiticr 
so  wanting  to  a  sense  of  hi<t  own  meritii  ax  to 
fear  the  undenniniiig  powers  of  this  man,  etrn 
with  a  treacherous  agent  within  the  garrison ; 
nor  was  hr^-could  be  be  so  imjuU  to  Viola,  ax 
to  doubt  her  aftectioo  and  truth,  after  ilie  Iriier 
be  bad  that  morning  receired. 

He  was  to  be  out  at  night,  anil  hoped,  from 
tbo  size  of  tbe  party,  that  it  would  necessarily 
iacludft  the  Myddleion.t ;  and  if  so,  bo  resolved 
lo  let  no  impediment  check  bim  in  nn  arran^- 
rornl  of  all  existing  difTcrencett  with  bis  Udy> 
low.      He  trusted  that  bis  fortitude  and  oon- 
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fltaney  might  not  be  p«l  to  the  trial  by  a  mmtiof! 
witli  Miss  Danrin  ;  but  if  sudi  diil  ttuppcii,  Iw 
had  tiude  up  liis  mind  as  to  tlie  line  of  condiul 
he  §hould  pursue.  His  object,  then,  in  seekinji: 
out  Ludlow  was  to  oxpl&iii  thm  dii^appointnipnt 
of  meeling  Viola,  and  the  undlaguised  rivalry 
that  PastOD  evincnd  in  that  quarter.  Abo  to 
a<>k  hi.t  advicv  as  lo  hov  thia  latter,  disagreeable 
iu  it  was,  should  put  an  cud  to ;  and  to  rrlale 
the  object  of  ThomhilVs  nsit,  almost  hoping 
■hat  Ludlow  wouhl.  in  ri'alily,  couniiel  him  not 
to  accept  Uie  commiaaion. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


"  And  I  (lid  tif*r  uk  it  ymi  tua; 
Bo!  Mill  diMrad  op  Ih*  ilow-suwd  h«>r>'  time  | 
Sayiog  'whtl  lick  joa  *' 
Ot, '  what  yooil  Io»»  in»)r  I  iicribnu  tot  you  ^' 

8Htiur»iui. 


Ll>l>LOW  beani  whli  fume  surpriM  the  account 
of  'numbiirit  communication,  and  adrifm)  our 
hero  to  accept  witlwut  delay  the  proffered  eom- 
n^Mwn.  For  the  r(«t  )te  was,  he  said,  prepaml. 
by  the  dilatory  humour  in  which  he  had  thai 
momiiij;  found  him.  He  declared  thai  nothing 
less  than  a  denial  could  have  been  experted, 
nhellier  Viola  was  really  at  home  or  not,  nnc*' 
it  was  far  loo  great  a  trial  of  patience  for  a 
person  in  her  circumirtanoes,  the  being  doomed 
to  wait  lor  hours  till  it  should  be  her  suitor's 
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plfinirr  to  vouchsafe  a  visit.  He  lioped,  bd^- 
evBT,  that  when  llw  linw  of  m«eling  did  conie. 
be  would  adhero  to  the  rvMluitooa  he  had  made 

Where  the  rout,  party,  or  drum  vnu  held  ui 
which  he  trusted  to  find  Viola,  it  ih  of  no  im- 
l>ortaiice  to  stale ;  but,  at  a  certain  hour,  the 
□evr  officer  of  the  Life  Guards  rendered  htnisdr 
tli«r«. 

It  was  not  early,  for  a  lady  in  the  vicinity 

saw  masks;  which  mntiis  that  a  number  of 
fouli»h  {teople,  iuslt^d  of  proceeding  directly  to 
the  greater  tOTiplc  of  folly  wIktc  tliey  were  to 
sBcrilicc,  drwe  out  of  their  way  thither,  to  ex- 
pose themselves  to  the  shouts  and  derision  of  a 
mob,  as  they  descended  from,  and  returned  to. 
ibcir  carriages  once  mora  tlian  was  necessary; 
l>araded  their  well  or  ill-dressed  forms  before 
a  fenialo  tyrant  who  ridiculed  them  oil  thsir 
di'imrttiro ;  and  lutvtng  torn  or  deranged  their 
attire,  heard  inapt  remarks  pa&^ed,  not  calcu- 
lated to  make  happy  ears  pohte,  and  tlius, 
become  tlwroughly  out  of  humour,  found  thcra- 
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selves  oncp  mor«  on  their  way  to  Uiat  fane  where 
ttu.'  Klotuinian  mj-AtericH  vtt^re  to  be  perTormed, 
not  quite  so  much  in  the  vein  for  Htippodin^ 
th*ir  gieveral  charadcrs  as  wheii.  tn  the  con- 
fidence of  tricluincsK,  Harlequin  had  slipped  on 
hi*  dre»  of  ctivque  and  spangle,  or  Columbine 
betaken  heraelf  to  the  short  drapery,  wlueh  wax 
to  maoifcNt  to  tlic  world  m  liberal  a  dinplay  of 
a  well-turned  ankle. 

Here  were  the  gay  Pilgrim,  the  nobln  Cliim- 
ney -sweeper,  the  dull  Clown,  tlic  hoy<lenisih 
Nun,  tile  Huttitar  with  jiclisiic  and  pouch-belt 
on  tile  wrong  nhoulder,  the  Sailor  unconscious 
if  ocean,  the  King's  page  as  ignorant  of  nxiri, 
the  talkative  Quakeress,  the  lirejy  Turk,  the 
Jew  with  a  brogue,  the  Oxford  *choIar  without 
learning — but  that  was  not  strange,— the  sad 
Mercutio,  the  itheepisli  Korhester.  the  well- 
dmsed  Mi§er,  the  stupid  Shakspeare,  the  lat 
ClflOpatra,  the  guiieless  Deril,  the  Cupid  of 
twelve  done.  Hymen  with  a  pipe,  and  Pan  with 
a  torch, — cum  multin  (Uiii. 
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At  this  tntTtp6t  thv  more  facetious  character* 
had  got  up  a  kind  of  intorludi',  by  no  nwaoa 
Aatisfactory  to  (he  others,  as,  before  parting  for 
th«  masqiieradp,  Cupid  found  his  nin^  broken. 
Pan  hud  denioli»l)cd  Hymen's  pipe.  a«t  the 
Chinioey- sweeper  OD  fire,  and  drag(^  the 
Devil's  tail  ofT, — the  latter  had  stuck  his  homs 
into  the  Pilgrim  in  revenge,  the  Quakeress  and 
the  Nun  fell  over  each  other  in  a  frolic,  Cleo- 
patra pulUnJ  the  Miser  uboiil,  the  Jew  had 
broken  the  Clown's  head,  the  Turk  v*s  dnink, 
the  Sailor  sober,  and  the  Hu«»ar  had  lost  a 
moustache. 

As  they  made  their  exeunt,  Villien  thought 
he  could  di»cov(T  in  Pan,  Sir  Tliomas  Brittle- 
bank,  and  iu  (lie  Page,  Goldcrest, — a  blank  one 
of  foolscap,  aa  the  former  observed. 

Pan  h<Kl,  indeed,  committed  various  iiidis- 
cretions,  and  vinn  scarrely  civil  to  the  ladies. 
"  What  a  frisky  old  man !"  thought  the  hoeteas. 

As  be  had  hoped,  rallirr  lliaii  autidpated. 
Villien   fotind  tlw   Myddletons  at  the  second 
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ptity,  when  wu  no  quaint  miiinmin^,  but  a 
brilliant  assecabUge  of  lliat  mixture  which,  coiu- 
powd  or  ojiposil^N.  w  i-ery  twUont,  Nuve  to  the 
vtry  yoiing,  yiekls  tike  •aliHfaction  cotvWd. 

Viola,  who  n-a»  IranJng  on  the  arm  of  her 
liikt  partner  in  the  dance,  perovivrd  hJs  entrance. 
Not  at  oitce  did  he  ^>proach  h«r ;  but  the 
thoughts  of  both  vr^re  u  closely  rin<ted  upon 
each  other  as,  to  the  eye  of  ait  indifferent  xpcr- 
tator,  tbey  must  have  appeared  wrapped  in 
uiiconKtottsiiMs.  At  length  she  fnw  liim  wind 
his  way  tovarda  her,  and  trembled  in  the  un- 
(X-rlainty  of  the  effect  produced  by  her  letter. 
He  advanced,  and  having  secured  lier  IuumI 
for  the  next  cotiUon,  waa  again  lost  in  th«  gay 
crowd.  But  the  glance  of  his  eye,  and  the 
wboiu  exprtvsion  of  Itix  fixee,  oa  he  apoke,  had 
been  sufficient.  Once  more  by  her  side,  ber 
aim  drawn  within  his.  and  tlicy  were  quickly 
lost  to  all  around.  Th«  set»  had  already 
formed;  the)'  were  forlut»te  enough  to  be  ex- 
cluded, and  retired  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
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({U^drilk  table,  where  sat  Mrs.  Myddl«ton 
winning,  an<l  therefore  Hlmo<1  tt»  securely  fixed 
as  had  the  rcver>n  been  her  fate. 

It  were  ill  to  disturb  two  people  uDder  such 
tntereeting  cireumstancfs ;  neitlicr  would  the  ri^r, 
capitulation  of  their  discouTKc  rtward  a  ihinl 
person  ;^let  us  then  lc«vc  iinsuid  hem  a  cod- 
versalion  which,  eloquent  and  burning  an  it 
must  have  been,  would  so  infinitely  lose  by  any 

attempt  to  reproduce  :  yet,  at  such  u  lim^,  a 
look,  a  half- suppressed  sigh,  a  half-uttered  ncn- 
tence,  say  that  which  volumes  of  studiously-eom' 
po^  matter  would  fail  to  convey.  Let  us  tlicn 
imagine  that  iu  ihut  pressure  of  the  hand,  a* 
they  leave  off  speaking  and  mix  with  the  rest, 
mbuoderstanding  ia  acknowledged  us  rleJircd 
away ;  doubt  has  given  place  to  renewed  confi- 
dence; suspicion,  and  mutability,  to  reliance  and 
love.  Whate*er  encoiimgement  Mrs.  Myddle- 
tou  might  hold  out  to  other  suitors,  Viola  gave 
Villiers  to  believe  tlmt  her  heart  was  loyal  to 
hinij  and  would  remain  so.     Little,  tkiercforc. 


r 

P 
• 


VILLIBM.  W 

iw«d  h«  apprebend  from  titled  rirata — least  of 
&]I  from  Pastoa. 

'■  Lrt  mv,  then,"  wid  Charlw,  in  their  crowdwl 
aecurity,  "  at  onctr  make  tho  propoital  to  thoa*- 
who  hare  our  happiness  in  their  power." 

"  .A*  you  will,"  sail!  Viola ;  "  but  I  fear  wp 
tempt  our  futo, — the  linw  is  not  yrt  ripe." 

"When  will  it,  Viola,  be  riper?— I  am  re- 
solved— b«  you  firm!" 

Villiers  was  coofident  of  succeas.  \Vh«her 
he  grounded  this  upon  the  recent  anjuisilion 
of  a  red  coa^  w  Tliomhill  suggested,  we  are 
not  bound  to  «ay ;— il  is,  l^ow■e^■e^,  no  less  cer- 
tain, that  on  the  follovring  morning  he  did  pro- 
pow,  and,  as  Viola  expected,  was  not  only  dis- 
miMcd  with  a  irfiigal,  but  forbidden  the  house, 
— or  in  other  word-H,  moat  civilly  and  gratuitou^y 
informed,  that  if  he  presented  himself  at  the  door 
he  would  not  ^n  admittance. 

And  now  let  nie,  having  an  heire^t  to  my 
daiighlrr,  rrcomniend  all  poor  men  to  de*i«t 
from  the  "boollew  race"  of  fortune -hnnUng. 
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BHierc  tat,  mis^id^l  people,  it  is  time  loet. 
youth  thrown  away,  your  own  little  modicum 
ol'  money  spent  in  a  purttuit  vhich  jHelds  no 
returo  but  ridicnle,  and  altogether  a  bad  spccu- 
latioi).  Shun  also  the  attractions  of  the  rif^h 
widow,  witli  her  jointure;  think  of  your  forlorn 
state  when  the  life  interefit  is  lost,  should  »hc 
leare  you  in  your  widowhood.  Keep  Hide  of 
such;  nor  in  avoiding  Scylla,  fall  upon  Chii- 
rybdis^marry  not  a  pretty  Kitnpleton,  without 
a  fraction. 

In  short,  poor  man,  what  »hall  b^'cotm^  of  you 
I  know  not,  if  your  heart  is  bent  on  matrimony. 
1  can  think  of  no  better  solace  than  a  commis- 
Hion  in  some  cavalrj-  regiment,  where  tlioy  nit 
late  and  drink  deep.  Here  you  shall  laugh  at 
broken  hearts  and  rejected  addreaaea;  and  in 
the  pleaxiiifr  society  of  the  senior  captains,  or 
ilie  exhnu«tU>««  good  humour  of  a  convivial 
major,  loac  all  remrmbmnce  of  her  who,  to 
follow  the  advice  of  Milton,  were  "  best  quilled 
nitl)  disduB." 
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We  have  gone,  however,  a  little  too  far  in 
adnnce.  It  was  or  tlic  morning  of  tbe  inaus- 
picious day  which  bcfcl  Villiers,  as  regarded  his 
negotiation  with  the  boiuw  of  Myddlctoii,  and 
foUowiog  Ibe  evening  on  which  that  ra«h  younj; 
man  determinied  upon  hurrying  his  fate,  that  a 
penoD  called  with  a  nol«. 

Now,  the  new  officer  of  the  Life  Guards,  we 
have  already  ween,  had  a  most  orthodox  horror 
of  any  document  which  did  not  upon  itw  outward 
showing  profess  to  come  from,  or  al  the  least 
have  been  folded  by,  u  lady.  All  such  carried 
with  lliem  their  recommendation  to  favour ; 
(hough  it  mu!tt  be  confeawd,  more  from  the 
imprt^bility  of  their  touching  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  than  from 
any  romantic  dcvoili<H)  to  the  fairer  sex;  for  it 
may  be  quexlioned,  whettier  e^-en  a  milliner's 
bill  for  ruffles  would  have  met  witli  much  con- 
sideration. VUliers  besides  was  at  breakfast, 
and  the  ooto  waa  t06»cd  w  usual  on  the  sofa. 
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«ft«r  a  ilanoe  at  its  wry  masculine-looking 
address. 

Tlic  pcnon  who  brought  it,  being  a  businew 
man,  had  a  tolerable  stock  of  patience ;  but  u 
quarter  of  an  hour  passing  away  without  any 
messenger  to  desire  hin  attendance,  be  made 
bold  to  send  in  to  the  gentleman.  "  Show  him 
up,"  aaid  Villiers. 

The  Mercury  in  question,  ntio  won  a  dapper 
man,  with  a  good  humoured,  aelf'satisfied  (a»i 
something  a  corporation,  and  a  stout  though 
well-formed  leg,  made  two  scrapes  with  the 
latter,  and  wished  Villiers  a  good  day. 

"  It  i*  a  churming  morning,  sir." 

^  Humph,"  Miiid  Villiers  in  surprise,  while 
the  man  aearched  in  his  pocket,  and  produced 
a  book  like  that  in  wliich  tailors  slkk  tbdr 
paturrns  but  wluch  is  also  capable  oT  contain- 
ing their  bills. 

"  Really,  my  good  man,  1  have  no  money ; 
and  if  you  arc  scut-b(»-ii  by  Mr.^"    j   >,i   ■  h 
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••"So  I  fbougld,  nir;— »bty,  Ui*t  i»  not  it, 
either. — So  I  llwuglit,  wr;  but  gonll«men  are 
not  ultrayM  u  well  off  as  they  should  1>e — and 
it  «loeMi't  become  me  to  inaki'  remarks  or  in* 
<)uirie«.  Ah,  thin  it  Die  right  book,— how  will 
you  haTO  it,  sir  ?*' 

t..  "  Upon  my  word  I  haT«  not  yet  decided  about 
my  reginwnUils. — Do  you  conic  from  Cobalt's?" 
"  By  DO  means,  sir;  1  come  from  Mf»n. 
UoebUil^  Muttockit,  and  Co..  the  eminent  whole- 
sale ironmongeni  in  Watling  Street.  —  Ah,  I 
iva.1  sure  you  must  be  familiar  with  that 
houw.  Kt\-  " 

Villiers  professed  his  ignorance. 
"I*  lodrad,  sir! — but  the  note  will  explain.  Our 
friend.  Mr  Ludlow— yoii  will  sec,  sip— I  am  to 
pay  you  «even  hundred  and  fifty  poun<ls :  there 
are  seven  of  one  hundred, — will  you  have  one 
fifty,  sir,  or  the  rest  in  small  notes?" 

ViUicrs  started  from  his  chair,  and  sciunl  the 
letter  he  bad  ito  unoereinoniouvly  tlirown  a<ide  -. 
while  the  mooey-bewer  counted  the  turn  out  on 
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\}k  table,  in  a  way  he  thought  most  conrenknt 
to  ViUient;  Rnd  concluded  by  V)cgging  for  a 
receipt, — "for,"  said  hv,  "it  is  getting  late, 
sir,  and  1  hove  a  deal  of  business  on  bund  this 
morning  " 

"  Stay,  stay,"  said  Villiers,  as  be  hastily  read 
hifl  friend'a  short  epistle.  "  Stay — thi§  money — 
really  1  hardly  know  what  to  do  about  it." 

"  If  I  may  be  ho  bold,  sir— 1  cannot  i«zvf  h 
without  a  receipt ;  it  is  quite  out  of  the  way  oT 
all  business  transactions." 

"  One  moment,"  said  Villiers,  as  he  re-read 
the  communication,  and  the  conRdcntia)  clerk 
of  Messrs.  Hoeblade,  Mattocks,  and  Co.  stood, 
with  one  hand  ready  to  sweep  the  hundred 
pound  notes  off  the  table,  with  their  nmaller 
occompunimentfl,  while  his  fat  and  rosy,  but 
iutelUgeni  face  was  turned  up  towards  Villiers 
at  ail  angle  of  inquiry,  which  seemed  to  say. 
•'  Receipt,  or  no  receipt?"  Again  he  stepped 
back,  as  Uie  ncwly-to-be  equipped  officer,  in 
deciding  lo  accept  tb«  u«e  of  Ludlow's  money, 
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m<n-ed  lovards  the  inkstand,  and  wrote  all  that 
was  required. 

"  We  have  Bomc  good  sword-blades,  sir,  on 
liand— a  large  assortmiMtt.  1  think  I  heard 
j-ou  nKfilJon  rpginwntaU,"  obscn-cd  tlic  respect- 
able clerk,  looking  to  the  interest  of  bin  hou«r 
while  Villiers  wrote ;  "  a  large  asaorunent,  sir ; 
only  want  motinling — we  mu  xeml  thv  blade  to 
a  cutler,  and  Iiaw  it  done  to  any  pattern,  «ir." 
ViUiera  shook  his  liead.  "Or  slimip-irons f 
— spurs? — jnstola? — that  is  to  say,  the  barreh." 
Villiers  lidd  up  one  hand,  to  deprecate  further 
application; — ■"or  you  may  want  lo  furnish 
your  barrack -room,  ar, — we  have  verj'  good  fir^ 
irons  and  flinders,  canieenjt,  conjurors — eiery 
tiling  in  ihat  line,  sir — et-erj' thing.  We  supply 
our  friend  Mr.  Ludlow,  besides  several  estates 
in  the  West  Indies." 

Villiers  replied,  that  should  be  want  any 
(hing  of  the  kind  he  would  certainly  send  (o 
Watling  StreeL  "  It  is  so  near !"  said  he,  as  the 
man  boned  and  witlidrow 
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This  wtt»  the  oecond  time  a  friendly  ^fustle 
li^  been  thrtmn  carelessly  by  without  the  pro- 
cess of  opening.  He  rherGfore  reserved  from 
^tliat  day,  tlivt  in  whatever  »hape  bilU  or  note* 
□light  henceronvard  be  presented,  tliey  should 
not  be  treated  with  similar  npglect.  He  had 
indeed  rrccivcd  an  extremely  agreeable  lesson 
ii|)on  tli4^  »nibject,  which  we  must  confeiM  <loe!> 
not  always  happen. 

And  now,  what  was  tlic  most  approvrd  melhod 
for  him  to  pursu(^?  Should  he  fe«l  himself  de- 
graded by  accepting  the  money  offered  to  his 
service  in  the  kindest  manner  by  Ludlow,  who 
had  indeed  made  a  point  of  it,  and  the  obliga- 
tion to  come  from  the  other  side?  Should  he, 
in  short,  refuse  it,  and  borrow  suras  at  an  im- 
uientte  interest,  or  contract  debts  witli  trades- 
people, which  he  could  not  pay,  and  thus,  in 
point  of  fact,  defraud  them  of  their  money  7  He 
decided  at  once  to  avail  himself  of  Ludlow'a 
kindness. 

During  the  previous  months  of  tlw  scaswi  h« 
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liitdlieefi  indiil^g  in  the  socict)-  of  \'lc^a.  H« 
was  now  denied  all  acersc,  aiul  failed  in  various 
attempts  timt  lie  mad*-  to  se<^  her,  as  Mrs.  Myd- 
dkton  aroidMl,  if  possible,  going  (o  parlies  wliere 
ibvre  WM  A  probabilily  of  nu^eUng  him ;  or  if 
such  did  befal,  kept  her  daughter  »o  close  under 
her  dragon-like  protection,  that  the  precious  fniit 
was  only  to  be  approachwl  by  the  eye,  But 
Paston  and  lh«  others  no  longor  liwcrpd  in  (he 
train  of  Viola-  The  first  wa«  bent  oii  a  new 
project  malriiiHMital,  nliich  vroiitd  laitt  about  aa 
long  as  the  two  former.  New  men,  however, 
loiJt  itidr  places,  and  still — it  is  the  fate  of  an 
heiras — flutti^red  about  her,  and  inflicted  their 
uodesired  company. 

The  yoiiDg  oAirer  iniiiiediately  joined  his  regi- 
ment, and  withdrew  himwlf  from  scenes  where 
the  eyes  of  inon,  and  more,  the  ^ycs  of  women, 
marked  him  out  as  a  rejected  suitor — whether  by 
ibe  lady  or  her  parents  none  nlayed  to  inquire. 

Miss  Darwin,  no  more  thought  of  by  Viiliers, 
was  desertul  abo  by  Paalon :  but  shall  we  regret 
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the  latler  defection?  Yet  to  her  we  must  not  far- 
Uior  let  our  thoughts  ret«ft,  nor  enlarge  upon 
hiy  riirious  sources  of  grief,  mortified  u«  «hr  wa> 
at  tl>e  contom|>tuou!<  iind  trifling  conduct  oT  her 
lover,  who  deigned  noi  evTn  to  week  explanaUon 
of  iiiiy  purl  of  her  dcportmeDt  that  his  fastidious 
qw  had  been  di»pti<iUN>d  with.  Slutme  and  re- 
morse for  tile  want  of  loyally  nhe  had  obonn  to 
the  muter  of  her  atlections  afar  off  niuiit  itiderd 
hftve  been  the  uppermost  and  bitterest  feeling  of 
her  heart. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

**  If  Uwa  Irar  lorm  hart  itta  vni  omI, 

^lt  *l4sdi  M  n  tdicl  iu  dntiojr ; 
Thva  I*t  III  tMch  OUT  WisI  [>*tiMin. 
Ai  <liw  (u  tav«  u  thonghtt,  ui]  ilmnu,  anil  Hghi, 
tfuiwa  utd  iMn,  puot  tincj^  falloinm.'' 
1*111  ooune  of  our  tal«  proceeds  a  year,  during 
wliicb  there  had  bi-«a  no  communication  betn-e«M 
Viola  and  VilUrn.     An  unwearied,  and  toout- 
^B        wiird  obi<n-\'erit,  an  undivided  attention  to  his  pro- 
fe^iioDa]  dulira  soon  amply  qualified  the  latter 
ro  lake  his  tour  of  duty — a  boon  that  oould  not 
br  denied  to  one  wtto  had  in  a  vory  short  time 
tttiown  himweir  more  com)>et«-nt  lo  fill  the  ittation 
of  Sub-  Brigadier  of  Horm;  tlian  other*,  who,  hav- 
ing been  longer  with  th«  eorp«,  licld  a  reUliwIy 
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lii^ltn-  rsnk ;  ncith«r  was  it  then  inmmbent  on  ■ 
voung  caralry  oflSwr  to  undergo  his  year  of  pro- 
bation bcfow  he  «nt<'red  upon  more  gratifying 
(Itities  than  that  of  riding  serra-file  on  a  lield- 
<lay,  «mdemnc?rd  to  romve  lh«  numnrous  pebbly 
and  muchly  fnrourA  of  those  who  precede  him  ai 
ii  i^aUop  "in  the  ranks  of  death."  If  tro  may  be- 
lieve ihiit  rlic  Duke  of  Argyle,  in  his  Kpeech  upon 
thf  Male  of  the  army  at  thic  lime,  vrv  not  open 
to  the  aceiisHtion  of  hy^Mrbole  or  etnbelliidtmeul. 
the  cavalry  discipline,  exrept  in  some  particular 
regiments,  wuh  somewliat  of  the  leant  creditable 
to  those  who  had  lite  dircctiou  of  these  matters. 
We,  as  identifying  ourselves  with  the  corps  of 
Villiers,  vtnTv  indeed  rather  indignant  at  one  or 
liko  occa»ons  which  he  lias  taken  to  sneer  U 
Hyde  Park : — but  away ! — 'tor  V'illier*  lo  under- 
take was  to  excel ;— perfect  in  the  small  awot^i, 
this  accomplishment  had  only  to  become  »  little 
!>poiled  by  the  iM-ceosiiry  intrtHhiction  of  the  ca- 
^-alry  cuts,  and  for  equitation,  here  he  was  un- 
surpassed  ^  a  clear  heud,  a  correct  eye,  and  a 
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mivAil  study  of  Uw  grammar  of  lactks  du)  the 
rest, 

V«t  vritti  »ll  tliis  he  naa  iodifierenl  to  his 
proression.  He  hated  \\\k  coiiBncmcni  it  Jnvolvfd, 
however  little,  and  how«\-er  coii>«nient  at  th« 
tiineithe  pride  of  dr^ss  too,  m>  natural  in  a 
young  man,  he  lind  loM  much  of  tile  relish  for; 
and  although  hi*  heart  Ntirrt^l  ul  the  trumpet 'n 
sound,  be  placetl  no  value  on  the  panoply  and 
(•xtrinsic  glitlvr  of  military'  elalagt.  He  piiml 
for  oommaitd  hinutclf;  he  haled  to  live  tub- 
aervient  to  others ;  and  he  felt  that,  until  a  tiigli 
rank  should  be  atlaiiH^,  tlie  service  he  had 
ciib-rrd  into  would  afford  liim  not  the  sUghleit 
gratification.  'Iliis  lie  might  live  to  be  unde- 
mved  in,  and  already,  indeed,  was  lie  conscious 
of  the  social  pleasures  nowliere  more  truly  un- 
derstood Uian  among;»t  nwii  oi  llw  swonl. 

AnoiluT  season  hud  frittered  itself  to  an  end. 
The  MyddieloiiH,  for  a  few  weeks,  had  joiuetl 
(he  crowd  of  its  pleasurv-)>e*.>king  votaries,  so  to 
style  the  twice  tno  thuuaaiul,  noble  and  gentle. 
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who  are  utd  "  to  look  down  opon  ih«  uuhmt 
with  jtiiy"— how  truly,  we  may  doubt,  as  few 
think  of  any  but  themscWes.  Without  quibble, 
however,  hero  were  ibo  MydtUctoiu  about  lo 
leave  town,  having  failed  eren  once  lo  enoounier 
our  officer,  who,  with  the  ino«t  licroic  pride, 
and  a  philosoptiy  worthy  of  Plato,  ke^rt  himself 
rlo!»'  at  Windsor  with  his  corpf.  For  fiome 
most  important  reason,  however,  as  we  may 
suppose,  he  suddenly  determined  to  run  up  to 
town. 

At  this  period  Ilaadel  was  pre^ding  ai  the 
diiv«tioa  of  eoncerts  and  operas,  which  prwed 
great  sources  of  attraction  to  the  /iinalici  of  the 
day,  and  the  enrapturing  music  of  Veracini 
and  Geminiani  only  gave  way  to  the  aMoiimling 
pawn-*  of  Handel's  gmiua.  From  whatever 
cause,  probably  a  want  of  fun<Is,  or  the  equallv 
usual  circurostance,  a  diitagrt'ement  amongst  ihe 
Italian  performerft,  the  Opera  Hmiw,  not  the 
pre«>nl  one,  though  in  the  Ilaymarket,  happned 
to  be  closed  for  some  length  of  time,  ami  ihe 
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■putieb  wai  ttr«!t«nt«i]  lU  ifw>  theatre  in  Ltn- 
coId'h  Inn  Pield!i.  'l"he  Mj-itdlrton^  were,  it 
appeared,  to  make  this  tlie  last  of  their  ^ny 
doingB. 

Although  (hb  waa  some  f«w  \<eant  afW  the 
<!Al<-bni1«d  Ftttistinu  and  Cuizoni  feud — the 
nobl*-  patronrfflTfl  of  whirh  shotild  haw  Ibtiiid 
•onie  more  dif^nilkHl  means  of  amuwrnent  •— 
Ciiisoni,  having  no  lunger  the  appn^benston  of 

ber  bur  rnrmy's  appearance  in  England,  had 
retunu^i.  and  was  now  imclianlinjt  her  audiences 
wttJi  Arains  ercn  motv  mellow  and  delicious 
than  tJioee  of  tier  younger  days, 

Mrs.  Myddleton,  who  kiH-w  every  tiling,  was 
aware  lliat  Villivni  remiuned  at  Windsor,  al- 
Ibough,   in   point  of  fact,  he  liappeiivd  to  be 


'  A  mtXrj  between  Itinw  «ln|i;Tr>  mu  tnken  put  in  I7 
llMdiNoffwik.  Turailthi)  diMfpMabli  atoto  of  be 
tiaa  iIm  din«lui»  offiiml  ■  gumui  a  j«w  moi*  lo  FuiKioa 
tbu)  h(t  irnl.  XmAj  Pf mbruke  uiJ  uthm.  ftieodii  of  Cuuuni. 
hpuinit  lliia,  nMdv  brr  nvir  uiion  Ih*  B*uig*liiU  an*r  b> 
Ikt*  tm  than  Fauitini)  and  tb<-  direelvn,  «<nilinuin|[  flrid, 
Ciaani  fcniul  hcrwK  minfiwil  bj  kit  oatli  iiilo  th*  Kctiiil)' 
•I  qwuiag  llw  Uofdom,— &r  J.  llmteMm. 
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quietly  rtayiDg  at  lii^  lodg^in^  in  the  titattOpoli*. 
H«r  belief  was  ^oimdml  on  iti«  iitformntion  of 
ail  officer  of  the  rcg'tni^Dt,  who  bad  mllivl  in 
GroMwnor  Sqiiant  ihal  morning.  Tlwrr  wa* 
ihen  no  iiieoling  lo  be  apprehended  between  ihe 
young  people,  and  she  should  withdraw  her 
daughter  fi^>in  tcm-n,  if  no  pt^ress  elcot,  at  \ewt 
uncontaminaleil  by  the  dctr»tcd  influence  of  one 
she  so  much  feared. 

Villiers,  on  ihal  day.  dined  with  a  party  of 
friends,  amongst  whom  was  Lord  Arthur  Finch- 
ley.  There  was  also  the  very  officer  just  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Whiehcote,  who,  hanng  himwlf 
left  Wiiidwr  before  Villirnt,  was  of  eounte 
i^orant  of  hi»  being  in  town :  they  knew,  in 
fact,  little  of  each  other  as  )*t,  for  he  had  lately 
exchanged  into  the  corps ;  and,  sltltougb  our 
hero  iiat  between  these  two  gentlemen  at  dinner, 
hie  converHntion  was  ehiefly  directed  to  Lord 
.■\nliur,  who  ha(i  lieen  one  of  hi.<  earliest  friends 
when  lie  fir»l  flanlied  iiivtt>or-like  u]>on  the  great 
world.      Latterly  there  bwl  been   little   com* 
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nuiueuioB  be1w«Mt  them,  for  VUlien  vma  not 
quittt  in  Irini  for  indulging  in  the  morniiiK 
rtx«ly  of  men  of  Finehley's  cliqwr.  Slill  then- 
WHO,  whni  ituty  nwt,  much  of  ihr  old  <c«)infi: 
exhibited.  Lord  Arthur  was,  however,  a  iio- 
torioualy  *rlfifih  tiutn,  anil  iUtogi-tlior  not  b 
jierMNi  lo  ihe  nubility  of  whose  friemUlii^i 
it  would  he  quite  judicious  to  trust. 

It  was  much  the  custom  at  this  period  for 
offic»»  to  wear  llwir  rcgimontalit  at  all  scawni!", 
whether  away  from  (heir  corps  or  not,  or  even 
on  half-pay.  The  usage  was,  however,  -warwly 
imperious,  and  many  mi-n  of  bettor  taste  adopted 
wlmtvirr  dme  tliey  ptnuHKl,  .except  at  large 
paitics  and  on  particular  oot^iutionc.  Whichcoie 
was  now  in  the  evening  ooMume  drees  of  tlie 
Life  Guards,  without  the  cuiras»*,  of  courw, 
and  thi!  Iioavy  cavalry  «word  replaced  by  a 
drvss  one.  Lord  jVrthur  and  Vilticrs,  willi  the 
otben,  were  clad  in  the  rich,  but  quaint,  and 

*  TImd  tUtl  is  UMi 
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to  US  cxtiaordinarr,  habilimntU  thfn  worn. 
Kxcept  that  Finchlpj-  ilif;))laj-eil  »  wig.  tlw  tlet- 
cription  of  one  will  sutEce  for  both  the  rriends. 
Tlie  hair  of  VillicrB  was  long,  and  of  a  rich 
broivn,  liun^g  in  curlx  alraoHt  to  the  exiremHy 
low  collar  of  his  deep  peach-coloured  velvet 
coat,  which  was  lacod  with  gold  uDil  lituxl  with 
while  silk,  and  bang  cut  away  aittr  a  neu 
fashion,  shewed  a  mafrnigcentty  embroidered 
waistcOiit,  will)  immense  flaps  and  [>ockelaj  ihr 
cuff*  of  the  coat,  large  and  loose,  reached  but 
half  way  down  the  cambric  bWvc  of  hia  under 
giu-niL-nl.  whici)  di.tpLiyed  ruffles  of  curiously 
fine  lace.  His  nether  man— 1  bclie\-c  this  the 
approved  expre3sion>— was  clothed  in  munvy- 
colourcd  velrel,  rvacliing,  by  no  means,  so  low 
as  th«  knee,  and  to  meet  tliiN  tlic  nliitv  silk 
stocking  via  continued  far  up  the  leg,  a  dre«« 
that  was  admirably  calculatctl  to  show  to  ad- 
vantage a  graceful  and  w^^U-lumcd  limb,  TIh- 
sword  lull,  of  curious  workmanship,  inlaid  with 
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tp>lii,  ih«  tasscHcd  cane,  aiul  three-cornpTMl  hat 
with  ita  codiade  and  point  Isce.  completed  the 
'Mtire. 

A»  thp  iDtnition  of  the  party  wm  io  appear 
at  the  Opera,  xlways  a  dreM  aflair,  there  wa« 
Utile  difleratce  in  ibn  coxtunw  of  the  remaiiMier, 
exi!>>pt  an  to  colour.  1'heir  host,  a  bon  vivanT, 
k^l  them  long  over  their  wine,  which,  as  ihey 
brokf!  up,  <hf  wi-d  iti«  potent  HTwi*  upon  m-^tiiJ 
of  the  guests  in  different  degrei^.  ViUierv  wa» 
not  a  xlare  lo  this  nco,  as  vc  liavn  Ijcforc  M<en : 
there  was.  bowevrr,  no  *ayin|;  what  a  happy 
mcM-table,  on  a  winter's  evening,  might  do  lior 
him  in  proocoH  of  time,  lie  had  avoided  thu 
bottle — aol  BO  Wfakbcote,  who,  a  good  iWl 
elevated,  saved  lho««  near  him  the  trouble,  or 
doprived  them  of  the  pleasure,  of  talking  I<ord 
Arthur  had  just  drunk  enough  to  make  him  an 
agreoablc  companion  to  a  man  who  did  not  wiHli 
for  thff  privilefre  of  a  reply ;  and  tli»  certainly 
was  the  ca.>ie  with  bis  companion,  for  his  thoughts 
were  directed  to  the  hope  of  a  meeting  with 
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Viola,  whom  Whiclwoto,  quiti?  unc<wwci«i>«  of 
ihe  degre<>  of  interest  lie  ivbs  nwBk<!ning,  had 
inrormu)  him  of  hiit  havinfr  Mvn,  as  wetl  as  hf>r 
itUa  of  being  at  the  very  place  they  vm  bcni 
upon  visiting. 

Wh«n  a  perMHi  iit  anxioii*,  though  unable,  to 
^t  away  from  a  tedervnt,  he  is  said  to  be  nitiinf; 
on  thorn*,  llits  i»  not  a  most  agn-rable  seat, 
we  may  indeed  think,  an<l  as  it  iva.H  one  which 
ViUin'»  ha<l  for  xonM!  linic  occupied,  wc  rannol 
wonder  nt  his  being  <Ie«roU3  of  leaving  it.  Glad 
indeed,  therefore,  wa»  he  when  eti()iieitr  p^r- 
millctd  him  to  move.  The  theatre  was  ra  «x> 
iremely  full  when  he  reached  Lincoln's  Inn 
Field*,  that  there  was  no  pomibility  of  geltini; 
into  the  body  of  Uie  lioute — at  le«»1  to  see  or 
hear ;  but  however  provoking  this  was,  he  re- 
flected thai  Uic  crowd  on  coming  wil  would,  of 
neciMsily,  be  slow  in  ltd  morement,  and  an 
opportunity,  he  hopn),  be  thus  presented  of 
gettinfT  within  ear-shot  of  Viola — if  the  inilh 
must  bo  tt^d — to  get  a  last  speech  of,  or  £uting 
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ihiB,  K  Imi  si^hl  of  wlioni,  liiul  boeii  tJie  cliiol' 
objcrt  in  his  coming  up  lo  lown,  wliich  be  kn«w 
she  must  Hooo  l«atv.  What,  particularly,  Ik 
ivtalu-d  to  coDimutiicalc,  luw  never  bvvn  clrarly 
deinon»triil«d ;  but  biK  reaMws  for  all  he  did 
vntv  probably  both  as  cogent  and  vriae  as  thotir 
of  raost  otber  young  nuii  of  bis  age  ntto  luira 
been  caugbt  in  tbe  snares  of  Cupid.  His  two 
dinner  companions  he  found  rather  diificuli  to 
get  away  from.  H«  detvniiiiied,  tbeii,  to  tell 
Fincblcy  the  true  po»tioD  of  aflairB,  and  begging 
him  to  remaiD  till  the  sortie  commenced,  only 
rnquestni  that  he  would  then  give  him  an 
opportunity  lo  talW  with  Viola  if  he  could  pos- 
sibly get  Dear  her.  A  little  mystery,  with  a 
grimaicv  or  two,  was  enough  for  WhiclKOlp, 
who,  perhaps  ha\-ing  affiurx  of  his  own  to  attend 
to,  ai  length  took  his  departure,  extremely 
llush«d  with  the  Gallic  grape. 

At  tbe  cMichunon  of  the  opera,  Pinchley. 
leaniog  on  lite  arm  of  Villiers  in  the  lobby,  ws» 
talkiog  with  a  friend,  to  whom  be  now  inlro- 
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duced  his  Fompanion,  and  vrliiln  mutual  cwir' 
twic*  wfTt'  in  the  coiir*e  of  p^rfornaanm;,  thf 
Myddletona  pastied.  The  mommt  was  lost, — 
it  was  too  late  to  repair  (he  fault.^hc  <row<l 
was  nppnrpntly  impriiMrwblr.  Viiliera  saw  it 
at  H  gUnc<>.  and  Ixwnme  nearly  frantic.  Tlw 
nmr  introduction  had  drawn  olT,  while  Pinchl<>y 
Wggod  a  thousand  pardons,  and  wished  hi» 
friend,  just  parted  from,  at  the  dr»vil.  TlifewaA 
of  little  service,  howerer,— action,  action  was  the 
word  ;  nnd  ihej-  elbowed  their  way  through  the 
throng,  much  to  the  detriment  of  wigs,  ribs, 
and  ladies'  drceees,  deaf  to  all  renionMmnrr. 
masculine  or  feminine.  No  Myddlelona  wwe 
as  yet  to  be  seen.  They  descended,  aitd  al- 
though separated  by  the  more  boistorons  crowd 
below,  lliA  companions  manag^  to  keep  *i^hi 
of  each  other.  They  were  forced  by  the  moving 
niiu»  towards  the  outer  door,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  tltey  had  to  contend  with  n 
Linooln'K  Inn  Ficldx  cniHit,  not  a  Haymarkct 
one,  though  this  latter  is  not  always  either  ex- 


' 


VILLI  KRS. 


w 


Uvrncly  consicterate  or  poUk-.  lli-rr,  with  tli« 
eonfusion  of  chairs,  llu>  cvUhig  aitd  coming  u|> 
of  CMTiagn,  tbc  flashing  of  flambeaux,  luid  tht 
pitchy  darluK-ss  bryocKl,  Wiu  n  ^oenc  that,  lo  a 
pvreoD  lUTW  in  Loptlon,  would  ba>v  aeemecl 
fraught  with  horror.  With  Oie  ill- regulated 
police  of  (hat  time,  it  was  attended  willi  nittrh 
more  real  danger  than  at  pretent,  though  v\-vn 
fttmi  we  wonder  at  the  iicnv  liidiM  dit>pUr  in 
passing  through,  or  atanding  exposed  to  xuch 
tumult. 

Villiiirs  pusliiiig,  and  pushed  on  by  those  in 
the  rear,  found  himself  within  a  few  yardii  of 
the  party  W  aoughl,  just  as  Mr.  Myddieton 
left  bis  wif<R  and  daughter,  and  went,  lighted 
b>-  a  link-boy,  in  search  of  their  carriage,  which 
he  passed  without  knoiving.  The  footman,  wIm 
had  got  it  up,  was  now  nrnt  (o  bring  back  hU 
auurtcT  ■,  and  while  Mn-  Myddieton  nittMlrew 
her  arm  from  Viola  to  wrap  her  mantle  clooer 
round,  tlir  mother  and  daughter  were  seiparated 
by  two  04"  three  men,  who  pushed  rudely  be- 
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Iwern :  ot  U»»c,  one  «niitc.b«l  »  diamond  ent* 
lluit  liiing  from  llie  nock  of  llie  former,  while 
aaotlier  reeled  purposely  against  Viola,  am)  »lif 
wa.H  boriK-  oft'  tunidsl  (ht^  dva»e  inuuui  into  ilw 
(UtrkiWiw  witlioul.  Al  thin  moment  the  carria^ 
was  obliged  to  drire  oo,  aad  Mr*.  M)'ililli-tou 
Ktood  alone  »|ion  the  Htcpx,  puxluHl  on  till  nmIvh, 
and  scrcHmiiig  for  her  child. 

VtUiers  bore  down  all  ojipoDttioi)  a»  he  cU»hc<l 
by  her;  and  .toi/iiig  the  man  by  tlit-  neck  who 
had  hustktl  Viula,  hurled  him  to  the  earth,  tic 
leaped  over  his  grovelling  body,  and  passed  oo ; 
yet,  aJtliough  it  was  but  for  a.  moment,  he  had 
lost  uU  trace  of  her  whom  liv  Mughl. 

Gelling  now  more  clear  of  ibe  mob.  he  wr«i- 
dercd  on  Ihrough  the  dmzling  ruin,  which  madv 
the  pavement  slippery  and  dangerotw  for  a  Coot 
passenger,  as  the  various  carriages  cut  in  nMiiul 
him.  Could  Viola  have  gone  tlirough  all  thiH 
|)eril  unharmed  .'  Jle  walked  quickly  down 
Portugal  Street,  and  xlopiK'd  lo  h^tva.  Here 
all  was  cotnparstiiely  still.     A  solitary'  pa.iseii-^ 
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^,  psdthing  through  (he  wrr,  pn.«v><l  him  OC' 
caakmally,  bui  noihin|*  ttwt  ^ive  cvidiiici.'  of 
her.  The  carriages  and  lights  were  fiisl  (li»ap- 
pearing  from  before  the  Iheatrw,  To  retirrn. 
ami  dMnaitd  whether  she  were  found,  vroiild  Irt 
w»ie  oftlmi' ;  but  Ihiit,  ioKWad  of  continuing  the 
warch,  n  wluit  many  do,  and  thereby  low  the 
remote  chance  there  might  have  been  of  retriei-- 
tag  the  draml  olijM.  Me  reimced  liis  steps 
with  mpidity,  u  ii  new  ittea  Kiruck  hiro,  and 
ran  to  the  other  end  of  the  street.  He  had  been 
induced  to  take  the  former  course,  by  seeing  a 
drww  bcforr  him  which  he  imjiginwl  wa.s  that  of 
Vtala ;  and  quicJcly  di-ion-ering  hia  mistake,  he 
had  pasicd  the  wonian  atui  gone  on.  Now,  he 
thought,  could  »iw  not  hav«  liinied  the  same 
way  lu  the  carriages  had  taken,  and  sitill  be 
amongst  a  crowd?  There  was  hope,  and  yet 
dread,  in  the  surmise,  lie  flew:  a«  he  turned 
ilie  ooriier  of  il»c  Mrecl,  he  pereeivwl  a  clu«ii-r  of 
coaches  unable  to  pronicd,  except  nl  a  slon'  pace; 
Mme  indeed  choking  the  way  allogeUicr,  mixed 
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with  chairs,  and  surrouniied  by  a  mob  of  idlr 
people,  mostly,  in  all  likelihood,  seeking  to  lake 
adviintogi?  ol'  whalever  nccidenl  might  chnnn-. 
He  passed  tlirough  these,  on  and  on,  along  the 
nnrroH-  pavement,  jotttleil  and  curBcd;  but  this 
he  ctTfi  not  for.  'I'hen>  was  non  a  complete 
atoppage,  yet  no  ini|)P<linient  seemed  in  the  way 
of  the  foremost  v«hkle,  which  wax  a  «iunbrou» 
hackjipv -coach,  It  had,  however,  pulled  up; 
and  a«  Villierg  got  abreast,  ho  couUl  ik>1  be 
ntistakeii  in  Ihe  voice  which  proceeded  from  the 
open  window,  calling  1o  the  coachman  in  loud 
tones  of  expostulation  and  intrcaty  to  be  let  out. 
The  man  remainml  hesitating  on  the  box ;  bill 
Villii-xK  pushed  asidn  two  or  three  people,  who 
were  amongst  tlie  inactive  spectators  of  the  »ceue. 
and  gave  the  ret^uired  assistance  himself.  Viola 
was  oil  tho  opposite  side ;  but  next  liim  sat  a 
person  whose  boisterous  laugh  he  could  easily 
distinguish  for  Whichcote's,  now  more  inebriated 
than  before.  He  tried  to  hold  Viola  down ;  ami. 
changing  lus  tone,   demaoded,   firmly,    "  who 
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to  open  (he  door?"  VillkT*  mad*  no 
reply;  but  exerting  iJI  the  dtrmgth  he  was 
cupuble  of,  dragged  hini  out  af  the  couc-h.  .A 
""^Sl?'*''  Old  t>  blow,  and  be  was  down;  his 
more  sober  and  actifc  antagont«t  leii|)«>d  in, 
and  odicd  loudly  lo  llie  coachman  to  drive  on. 
"Wborer— "Any  where, — Grosvenor  Square." 
A  loud  Laugh  from  the  mob  around  6tic(.Tr<)cd 
sbouia  for  a  ring  and  Tair  play.  "  Drirc.  drive !" 
aid  Villiers,  "  fa*ler,  ra»ter, — you  shall  be  well 
paid," 

Th<-  ftiuhing  of  a  light  Irom  a  ship  window 
had  ^len  Whiclu.'otc,  oiw  glimjiw  Oif  hi.t  anta- 
gonist's faoG.  He  now  ro«e,  and  attempted  to 
pursue ;  but  it  was  not  easy  to  make  his  way 
through  that  dense  knot  of  Tagabon<l«  which 
the  least  symptom  of  disturbance  so  quickly 
drawe  together  in  London,  like  u  swarm  oT 
wasps,  each  eager  to  lend  hi«  Ntings  of  mali- 
fioiis  nggnivniion  wlien^er  it  may  be  most  likely 
to  produce  violent  iiMjawirea  between  th«  psMies, 
already  but  too  well  dnpoeed  for  the  assault. 
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Yet,  let  us  do  them  jugtice.  A  London  mon 
professes  to  lean  tonards  ihc  oppn-wwd,  and  thin 
is  going  hiilf  wuy  to  prevent  oppmsjon.  Kfeii 
a  swfM,  an  he  U  called,  niay  depend  upon  "  fair 
])I»y,"  which,  in  any  place  out  of  England,  he 
will  vainly  look  for. 

Whichcote  was  sp«<dily  (aketi  in  oJiarg«  by 
the  viatch.  though  more  to  afiord  prolaciion  and 
obiain  money  than  irith  any  id«a  of  iiKanvral- 
ing  Itim :  and,  having  got  half-a-guinea  to  drink, 
the  faithful  gtmrdians  of  the  night  coosi^imI 
him  to  a  roach,  in  wluch  he  reachod  his  lodg* 
iiiga,  breatliing  vengeance  and  hate  towards  Vil- 
liera,  whom  he  was  determined  to  vi«il  with  a 
heavy  n^tribulion  on  the  morrow. 

Oh,  that  morrow ! 

What  were  the  subjects  of  conversation  thai 
\"iUiiT»  lighted  on  in  the  drive  home  we  haw 
no  opportunity  of  knowing.  The  \«lucle  called 
•A  ooach  jolted  and  creaked  towards  its  decli- 
nation ;  and  not  a  little  aslonitilMxl  wan  lite 
Jehu   to  find  GroHveuor  S()uarc  b  reality  th« 
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■  ptac«  desired,  to  wliicli  lie  now  ooodtHted  his 
I      fare. 

■  It  would  appear  that  Viol».  on  being  wpa- 
FBletl  from  her  mother,  had  been  seen  by  their 

I      coaclimiui,  tlM>  carriage  having  juat  come  up. 

I  He  callc-d  (o  her,  aad  Bho  made  towanls  it.  A 
Unk-boy  opened  the  door,  but  tliv  iotervrning 
cnmd  forced  her  xlowly  and  unconwiouaJy  to 
Uk  left,  where  whs  anollier  coach,  into  which 
she  stepped,  nitstakini;  the  person  inaide  for  her 
fiithM-,  who  had  the  inslanl  before  left  thrm- 
Tl«  Uok-boy  at  their  owu  again  closed  thi^  door, 
and  ibe  eoachroan  drm'e  on  by  order  of  the  con* 
Htables,  but  supposed  his  young  mistress  to  br- 
inside;  for  he  wag  obliged  to  attend  to  his  hur*eH. 
and  could  not  h«  whether  she  had  entered  or 

MM- 

Jn  the  meantime  Vi<^  had  discovered  her 
VBMtake.  But  Utile  aoquainteil  with  h<?r  voice 
at  aoy  time,  now  tliut  it  wa«  excited  by  agita- 
tion and  fear,  Whichcote,  inebriated  to  a  degree 
of  obfttiiiacy,  cumuog.  and  otupidily.  if  those  may 
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go  togetbcr,  n'ould  M^arcel^  hare  known  her 
from  "  ihe  good  Queen  Caroline,"  had  she  been 
still  alive;  and  would  almost  as  Kxm  have  loolwd 
for  her  Majr«ty'ii  cnlcTiiig  a  haeJuiey -coach  at 
that  hour  as  Miss  Myddklon 

Neither  was  Viola  airar«  who  miglit  he  het 
persecutor ;  for,  as  all-rerealing  gas  wax  to  the 
million  an  occult  princijile,  the  darkness  into 
which  they  imnwdiatrly  dr<yi-»  from  ih?  more 
luminous  vicinity  of  the  theatre,  and  tho  thick- 
ness of  his  speech,  contributed  to  render  the 
slight  knowledge  she  already  hul  of  hia  person 
totally  unavailing. 

Whichcote  was,  then,  curiously  interested  in 
tlie  adventure,  and  proportionably  irritated  at 
'ttr  sudden  conclusion.  He  wa»  still,  lioweMV, 
totally  ignorant  of  \^iola's  identity. 

Let  H  not  be  thought  that  this  officer  was 
an  habitually  licious  character.  On  the  eon- 
tr^ry,  there  were  few  men  really  possessed  of  a 
more  libeml  or  (generous  spirit. 
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liile  cholct  •oiln.  ROod  MmuI,  you  ouiy  be  wtvttif ; 
D-Jiiuil  jrourwlf.  >iu]  ilMpMbn  you  <ii,'lit. 
TW  Ml  Im  l*t»  iif-mumw  lo  bu  bnvii 
If  hMMia  bldj.  lo-momi*  kill  at  die. 

Bmi  if  y»m  wtUhdA  lilood  U  ftpt  to  boil, 
(>t  irr  jviu  DrrtH  bw  iinUtilf  atiunic 
K»pp  Lint  for  vnt,  aoi]  runi><>sr  the  t«w1.~ 


I 


With  one  m  w  high  a  state  of  «xcitriniEmt  bs 
was  Whichcote,  jt  scarcely  suited  to  delay  till 
inoraiitg  th»  deeda  of  dir«  import  by  wltkh  ihf 
alaio  of  dinlioiiour  wiu  to  Im>  u>«hcd  away.  But 
ir  Iw  had  ^led  to  obsrrv«  tlw  taller  part  ot  thr 
above  adi-io',  nor  forsworn  ihc  bowl,  h*  wa«  at 
least  conatroiiMHl  to  xl«vp  liofore  h«  fought  i  for, 
while  in  tlw  act  of  loading  his  second  pistol,  into 
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ntiich  hr  ptit  the  bull  before  tlie  powder, 
head  dropjii^l  on  ihc  table  wWre  he  vi*s  M-ultti, 
and  bis  senses  bcvanic  quickly  "  steeped  in  for- 
getfulness."  The  oxploeion  of  the  first,  wtueb, 
having  beeu  duly  loaded,  cocked,  and  dcpouteO 
with  Ml  accidciitul  nicety  of  bidutnoc  near  ih» 
table  <Hlge,  fell  to  tlie  floor,  with  a  shock  of  m 
weighty  a  part  of  his  person,  brought  the  friglti- 
i-iietl  inmates  of  (he  bouse  around ;  aud  for  tlw 
fir*I  few  miniitw  it  wan  imagined  that  tlie  unfor> 
tunale grntleniHn  had  coniniittetl  iiiuicide.  Wound, 
liowever,  found  th<-y  none ;  they  turned  hi.i  Iteaid 
over  and  over — lie  was  unNcathed,— the  ball  lud 
lodgeil  harmless  in  the  oppoiite  vrajn.wot;  bui 
the  report — Uie  Iniighler,  nntrly  as  loud,  which 
followed  the  discovery  of  his  iruc  situation — or 
the  lifting  him,  a  heavy  and  helph-iut  lo«d,  upon 
tlw  bed — all  were  inmiiliciciit  to  break  the  dead 
sleep  into  which  he  had  fallen.  ^ 

Wliichcote  was,  however,  one  of  those  prcu- 
liarly  constituted  person.*,  wito,  reaping  all  ad' 
vantages  from  a  very  hard  head,  are  perfectly 
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|]ieinwlvH  wKen  a  few  hours*  repoae  lia8  heljml 
to  diiiNtpate  the  IVimes  of  the  pret-ious  night's 
excess.     The  impprfect  rorollpction  of  a  drcain 
ofbeltlo,  the  thiintK-r  of  iirtilli-ry.  a  rlurffp,  and 
a  fall  from  hU  horse,  was  all  tliat  reniBinixl  (o 
turn  of  {Msl  erenU,  saw  those  wlucli  preceded 
the  Mate  of  non-existcncc  into  which  he  had 
UjmhI.      Indeed,  lu's  memory  can  Karrely  be 
mid  lo  hare  faithfully  served  him,  with  regard 
to  the  adwnture  in  which  Viola  bore  a  part,  the 
identity  of  whom  n»s  of  course  still  unsuspected. 
The  blow  of  Villiers  could  not,  however,  be  for- 
goHeo;   thxt   had  stamped  iUtelf  on  his  miiul 
with  undjing  vividness.  The  confusion  of  pistols, 
powder-flask,  bullet-moulds,  &c.,  Ikaving  been 
elear«l  from  off  the  table  by  his  Ben'ant  before 
lie  awoke,  he  diitcovered  nothmg  to  remind  him 
of  the  ridiculous  part  he  had  since  played;  and, 
as  will  bo  seen,  his  plans  had  undergone  a  com- 
plete change  with  regard  to  the  amin  and  muni- 
tions of  war. 

In  the  mean  tinK  VJIIiers  ttiougitt  lightly  of 
YOt.  II.  V 
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thr  affair.  HU  memory  loved  to  rest  upon  the 
niM^ing  with  hi^  mistress — ^tbe  promise  he  had 
exacted,  that  s\ie  nouM  »till  bp  true  to  him, 
whatever  mt^ht  befiil,  anil  the  pledge  of  faith 
which  he  bad  stolvn  from  tifr  lips  at  parting 

At  the  hour  of  ninr,  as  he  still  lay  rcvellinf^  in 
the  recollection  of  these,  while  a  thousand  crude 
plans  of  perspectira  happiness  suggenti'd  tliem> 
solve*  1o  hilt  imiigiiuilion — ideal  and  fairy  vinioiu 
of  which,  it  might  be  but  a  few  hoiint  would 
show  the  vanity — he  was  informed  tfaal  aii 
officer  wailed  in  the  next  room,  who  begged  to 
have  llw  honour  of  seeing  liim,  on  business  of 
importance.  A  card  guro  his  designation  as 
■'  Major  Gayton,  of  the  King's  Dragoons." 

"  A  remarkably  agreeable  perMn,  I  vrill  vpii- 
lure  to  believe,"  said  Villiers  to  himself;  "  and 
somewhat  an  early  riser! — Gel  breakfast,"  con- 
tiaued  lu!  aloud;  "and  say  that  I  de»irc  the 
honoui'  of  his  company.  I  will  attend  him 
forlhwith." 

A  hasty  toilette,  and  they  were  in  each  other's 
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preMDco.  Bowit  und  corpmoiues  were  exc)ian^«d, 
and  a  chair  pUoed  for  the  stranger  at  tlie  Uthle, 
which  h«  dtvlinied  lo  fill.  An  extremely  politv, 
qnieUlooking,  and  g«ntleman-like  man,  some 
twenty  years  senior  to  Viliiers ;  Major  Gaj-ton, 
with  the  reputation  of  liaving  fought  li?«  dueU 
upon  t]ie  gold  wire  of  punctilio  drawn  lo  its 
lin«*t  thread,  wax  the  man  of  all  others  most 
■ought  after  by  the  younger  officers  of  the  army, 
who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  write  themselves  hio 
friimds,  wbm  an  affair  of  honour  was  disagree- 
al)le  enough  to  present  itself.  Seldom,  hown-er, 
did  he  condescend  to  act ;  and  but  that  Which- 
cote  had  sen-ed  in  the  same  regiment,  out  of 
which  h«  had  lately  exchanged,  it  is  probable 
thai  Mmc  other  and  less  accomplished  friend 
might  have  taken  his  message  on  tliu  present 
oecasion. 

He  had  nirtndr  extricated  him  from  one  dilH* 
oulty  of  the  kind  into  which  he  had  blundcrnl, 
and  there  seemed  now  no  reason  why  he  should 
refuse  to  attempt  Uie  like  good  office ;  but  this 
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«n  afTair  which   thr  Major  ofriiwd  could 
scarcely  come  off  withoiil  bloodithocl. 

He  iieated  liimself  away  from  the  himkfaM- 
table,  agMjlogizing  for  so  uniimely  an  intrimion; 
and  declared  that  he  could  not  open  bin  com- 
mission till  Villinv  commenced  his  ni^al,  to 
wluch  our  h«ro  required  no  second  bidding. 

"  I  aiilicipnlc  iho  communiralion  you  »rt>  about 
to  make,"  said  he,  smiting;  "but  I  agree  with 
you,  that  these  things  are  not  the  better  discuawd 
fosting.  I  am  tempted  to  believe  that  it  is  as  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Whichcote,  I  have  the  honour  of 
seeing  you." 

The  Major  bowed. 
■  *  I  regret,"  said  he,  "that  my  first  personal 
inten-iew  with  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Villiere'  re- 
putation in  society,  should  be  on  so  unpleasant 
an  occa.sion ;  yet,  belonging  to  the  same  branch 
of  his  Majesty's  service,  1  feel  the  less  sensibly, 
perhaps,  the  extreme  delicacy  of  intrrfenng  be- 
tueen  two  officers  of  another  regimmt." 

Villters  boired,  rather  impatiently. 
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"  What,— and  Wlttchcote  »  annoyed  at  last 
night'a  bu.iineaa?"  said  he. 

"  Annoyed  !"  relumed  the  Major,—"  you  will 
admit  that  be  han  had  occaition  ?" 

"  Certainly,  certainly.  1  am  not  mrpri««d,— 
indeed  I  r^r^  hating  struck  him ;  but — " 

"You  gire  me  great  pleaaure  in  saying  so," 
int«mi)>trd  Major  Guyton ;  "  since  I  trust  that  a 
t<r)'  anifile  apology  hpfore  al)  the  bflicen  of  the 
regiment — or  at  most — " 

"  Stop,"  said  ViUiers.  "  you  mistake  me  ;  I 
am  as  far  from  intending  any  jmblic  apology, 
■s  I  depend  upon  the  good  faith  of  a  gentl«- 
iitan  poMening  the  well-known  lionour  of  Major 
Gayton,*'  ivlto  Umed  gravely  to  the  eomptiment — 
"  that  no  iniidrvrtcnt  expression  muy  be  miscon- 
rtnwd.- 

"  Sir,  I  must  oo  my  part  remJnd  you."  said 
the  Major,  "  tjiat  we  are  u|>on  wi  affair  in  which 
the  choice  of  language  U  itarticularly  requisite. 
A  word  misplaced,  an  expression  which  conreys 
an  indirect  meaning,  or  even  Uw  peculiar  round- 
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ing  of  a  period,  have  in  nicfa  cases  beoBi 
with  unpleasant  retaults." 

"  Major  Gaj-lon.  J  beg  you  not  to  mistalw 
mo.  Pliiin  KngHsli,  and  common  sense,  tav 
all  I  aim  at ;  and  Im;  aMUrod  that  I  can  intend 
nothing  which  may  give  umbrage  to  yourself, 
or  additional  cause  for  dissatisfactioD  to  your 
friend.  I  was,  however,  about  to  n^ioBrk  that, 
although  I  am  sorry  for  the  bleir,  it  is  tnrfvly 
ill  cori&dence  to  you  that  I  say  thisi.  No  public 
apolog)*  will  I  make,  as  any  explanation  must  in- 
>olve  tlie  publishing  also  a  lady's  name,  of  which 
I  believe  Mr.  \^'hiclicole  to  be  ignomiit,  aiMl  of 
which,  likewise,  for  any  act  or  word  of  mine, 
1  am  determined  he  and  the  world  shall  re- 
main 10." 

"I  was  not  aware  there  was  a  lady  in  the 
case,"  replied  the  Major;  for  Whichcotc  had 
Komelhing  imiwrfeclly  related  the  cauM  of  the 
quarrel.  "  'Hiat,  indeed,  allerti  the  face  of 
affairs,"  pursued  he :  "1  agree  with  you,  that 
uudcr  no  circum»tauc«fl  can  we  inquire  further 
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iBio  w  delksate  a  tnnsaetion ;  that  is,  if  she  i* 
r*ally  one  whose  wputation— " 

"  There  I  must  beg  you  to  stop."  ssid  Villicn^ 
ttolding  up  his  hBtid, 

The  Major  again  bowed,  rxprc«Mid  tiis  re- 
gret, and  ukiDg  from  his  pockd  a  long  sind 
lUUTOnr  slip  of  paper,  placed  il  on  the  tab)«. 

"This.  I  ftrar,  is  the  only  aliernature,"  nuid 
Ik.  "  But  I  would  prefer  treating  with  your 
friend  on  nich  an  occasion." 

"  I  \i»\c  hud  ito  frw  of  thvjw  lattpfly,"  naid 
VillicTK,  with  a  foroMl  .smtle,  "  that  I  am  fain 
to  traiuact  all  my  own  aAairs :  however,  J  must 
look  for  one.  Swords,  I  perceive  I  Yet  tbe 
choice  of  weapons  Ites  with  me." 

"TVtw,"  repUed  the  Major;  "  but  my  friend 
is  well  aware  of  %'our  address,  and  desires  that, 
for  his  own  reputation,  he  may  bo  allowed  such." 

■'  Swords  be  it  tlion !"  said  Villiers :  "  it  may 
be  better,"  thought  1»,  "for  I  will  only  priek 
him.     Time?"  Iw  demanded,  aloud. 
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"Shortly  before  sun-sei,  so  that  It  mtty  p> 
down  as  our  proliminarie*  are  settled :  we  shall, 
bwidcJt,  be  less  liable  to  diMurbanoc." 

"  Agreed.     Place  V 

"  Hyde  Parii."  And  the  ifajor  describwl  ii 
iTtired  spot,  one  of  the  fasliiooable  Aceldama* 
of  the*  |)enod. 

"  I  will  not  diaappoint  him,"  said  Villien ; 
unil  the  Offiwr  of  Horse  took  his  leave. 

"Alodjfr  thought  he,  with  a  sneer,  as  be 
vialked  towards  Whicheole's  lodgings  "'rbe 
usual  L-ause,  howner.  It  is  a  pity,  too,  that 
a  couple  of  6iic  yoiin);  nirn  should  put  their 
li\'ea  in  peril  about  a  worthless  woman.  Repu* 
tation !  The  n-pulHtion  of  old  Drurj' — ha,  ha !" 
For  Whichcote  had  mformed  him  of  having 
been  at  a  theatre  on  the  previous  night,  but 
without  specifying  which  ;  and  itie  Major  by  no 
means  relied  too  surely  upon  ViUicrs'  attempt  to 
establish  the  fame  of  the  fair  eause  of  quarrel. 
"  Well  might  the  CiUiph  of  Bagdad  demand. 
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'who  i«  iheV  when  the  in&n  waa  brought  be- 
fore him  accused  of  murder.  Rightly  did  the 
second  Solmiion  and  truly  wise  divine  that  a 
woman  mutt  have  been  at  the  boUom  of  tlie 
miKbirf!"  concluded  he,  knocking  at  tlu^  iloor. 

But  v«  mu»t  return  to  Villiers,  who,  as  soon 
aa  be  had  got  rid  of  the  pundllioiis  Major, 
wrote  a  note  to  inquire  after  tlw  twiilUi  of  Mi«!t 
Myddleion.  In  his  way,  the  ser>'ant  was  to 
dclJTVr  one  for  Lord  Arthur  Finchlcy,  and  call 
for  the  anawer  on  hia  return.  It  is  needless  to 
iay  ibis  was  a  rF<)iir«t  that  iho  jouiig  nobleman 
wwild  «iand  hi*  friend  in  the  approaching  duel. 

Kagerly  did  Villiers  await  the  meNwngcr'ii 
return,  not  for  Finchlcy's  reply — that  he  was 
certain  of, — but  in  the  anxious  hopo  ll»al  iu^ 
peace  was  made  in  Grotn-enor  Square,  and  that 
thp  Kervice  ht?  had  rendered  Viola  would  lead 
to  his  kind  reception  by  licr  rootlicr. 

The  answers  to  tua  noleti  arrived.  Hie  lord's 
was  tOFued  aside;   the  lady's  opened  with  san- 
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guine  rxppctations   of  anticipated  delist.      It 
ran  thus : — 

"  Miss  MyddleUni  prMcnts  liw  complimi^o 
lo  Mr.  VtUiers,  and  begs  to  return  thanks  Tor 
his  obliging  inquiries.  She  is  dcsirvd  bj-  hrr 
mother  to  express  her  scknowUMlgnients  for  tttr 
protection  aflbrded  Miss  Myddlelon  )-ester<lay 
evening,  itnd  lier  liopc  that,  as  Mr.  Villinv  doe* 
not  mention  it,  he  has  caught  no  iM>Id 

"  Mrs.  and  Miss  Myddleton  hope  Mr.  Villirrs 
will  hnrr  a  ph^anatit  journey  to  Windsor. 
"  Orttvimr  Sjnarr,  tt't^nJof." 

"Boh  viMfoge  indeed!"  said  he,  tearing  the 
not«  in  bits,  and  flinging  it  from  him.  "  AArr 
all,  man  is  the  only  human  being  to  be  de- 
pended onl" 

He  took  up  Finchley's. 

"  My  dear  Sir,"  wrote  his  friend. 

"  I  Jim  really  sorry  that  business  of  an  im- 
portant nature  prevents  my  attending  you  iu 
the   little  affair  you  ntenlion,  which   it  would 
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otlicmriN  have  gi^-cn  mo  much  pkesure  to  do. 
I  hope,  however,  to  hour  of  its  being  amicably 
•ettled;  and  am, 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  faiihfiiUy, 

"Ahthor  Fincklby." 

The  curl  of  Villiere"  lip  was  not  of  lon^ 
duration.  He  broke  into  a  loud  and  bitter 
Uugh. 

"  Faitli,  Hope,  and  Charity'.  Vou  liaw  idl 
Ibc  Christian  virti>vs,  my  lord!"  cxcIiMmcd  he. 
"  Business  lx>fore  pleasure,  too.  You  do  not 
lose  Bight  of  (be  o4d  adage.  Well,  I  aui  guin- 
ing  experience  daily!" 

He  now  delerniiiMxl  to  mlly  forth  and  prew 
into  his  aenrice  the  fint  man  he  met,  howewr 
flight  should  be  their  awjuaintanc*'.  If  llie 
n^itncnt  was  in  town,  tlic  thing  would  be  eaiyy; 
but  Uiat  nol  being  the  case,  lie  began  to  call 
mvr  the  roll  of  his  friend*,  so  styled. 

"Ludlow,"  thought  be,  "would  be  a  good 
mediator;   yet,   however   agreeable  such  inter- 
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vimUon,  honour  forbids  in«  to  make  use  of  it  ( 
BeUsytK  loo,  th«  firtt  «l  &  feast,  certainly,  but 
a  bad  second  in  a  duel.  GoVderest  mighl  nup- 
ply  a  fitncritl  oralioti,  the  prn  ratlier  than  the 
sword  being  hi«  p<.>culiar  wrapon— not  that  1m- 
wieldA  the  former  too  well ;  but  I  am  afraid  )te 
must  conRnc  himMlf  to  paitcr  wun.  Thonihill 
were  lh«  beM  man  to  ap])ly  lo,  for  lie  would 
speedily  place  both  of  wt  in  arrest!  VMiat  si 
jnty  th«l  he  is  out  of  town !" 

The  sun  bad  attained  its  extreme  height  as 
he  left  the  house,  and  strolled  down  St.  James's 
Street :  at  its  setting  he  would  be  about,  pcr- 
liaps.  to  take  the  life  of  a  fellow-civatur^  or. 
by  some  accident,  to  lose  Im  own ;  for  chstioe 
will  oftvn  o>'ercome  skill.  But  these  were  dis- 
agreeable auticipalionii,  and  such  as  a  man, 
atuated  as  he  was,  should  uot  allow  the  mind 
to  dwell  upon.  Viliiers  accordiugly  cast  tbetn 
from  him. 

"  You  up  here,  Bohun  I  Vfhy,  wIm  have 
jou  led  at  Windsor  T'  said  he  in  surprise,  ad- 


vauRits. 


\m 


dnMMn;  a  young  officer  of  the  Lir<i>  Giinnls : 
"Tolerably  dusty,  I  tliiiik.  Haw  you  been 
riding  for  your  life  t" 

"  Not  I'xactly.     I  rode  witli  the  escort." 
*•"  la  the  King  come  to  town,  then  ?" 
""'Yea.     He  is  going  to  Germany  in  a  Kl>ort 
that,  but  holds  a  Lenw  nnd  Drawing-room  tinn.'' 

■•  Tho  fomxT  being —  ?" 

"To-day.  Why.  you  seem  to  know  nothing 
of  what  is  going  on." 

"  And  the  latter  ?" 

"  I  betiere  not  till  next  week.  I  might  hat's 
been  relin-cd  at  Ilounftlow,  but  mounted  Darn- 
ley's  horde,  and  canie  on  to  town,  ta  I  had 
business  of  importance. 

**  Ha,  ha !  Why  the  whole  world  seems  to 
have  suddenly  become  notable  :  and  what  is  it, 
may  I  ank,  that  should  hare  induced  you  to  rid* 
a  dozen  extra  miles  t" 

"  Oh,  I  caniu>t  stop ;    really  you   must  not 


detain 


me. 


'  You  shall  not  go  till  I  have  got  your  secret 
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Trom  you.  I  know  pretty  well  bow  uiiportani 
muat  be  your  buaineea]'* 

"  It  «  the  Colonel's." 

"  Oil,  »D(1  you  arc  his  Aiil«-<]<vCanip !" 

"  It  b  a  tnesuge  to  h»  daughter :  there,  U>t 
nie  go,  do."  f   .  .  I 

••  Ha,  ba,  ha  !  If  I  did  not  think  so  I  W«ll, 
and  so  you  are  going  to  a  girl's  achool  with  a 
niessagp,— I  hope  they'll  mob  you,  But  tf  I 
was  the  Colonel,  1  should  not  fteiid  Kuch  n  good- 
looking  fellow  to  my  daughter  of  fifteen  !"* 

Bohun  bludJied  to  the  eyes. 

"When  do  you  return  to  Windsor?"  conrimied 
VilliCTs. 

"  Perhaps  to-morrow ;  but  I  shal)  hew  to- 
day whether  the  B)uc«  are  to  r«l)evc  us  a«  van 
reported,  in  which  case  1  reiitaiii.  1  have  got 
the  Colonel's  leave." 

"  I  dare  aay  you  haw,  and  his  daughtev's. 
But  do  yoti  mean  we  are  coming  to  LoniEon  T' 

"Yes,  and  march  ihi'  day  aAer  to-morrow." 

"  Bravo  I      Slop,  slop,  do  not  be  in  such  a 


I 
I 

I 


VILLI  KRS. 

hurry,  i  have  '  busineu  of  imporUince'  alco,  iiiul 
j-ou  must  takp  u  «h»n>  iii  it.  moreovw." 

"  Whal  i»  it  f"  impatimtlf  demandod  Bohun, 
tioi  vpT)-  de«roii«  of  knowing,  at  the  nunc  linw  ; 
and  but  little  relishing  the  tone  of  superiority 
nod  riiliciile  with  wtiich  ViUiera  addressed  him : 
but  this  latter,  like  the  less  easilv  to  be  resisted 
tempter  in  a  well-known  tiilc, 

~  OvnllT,  bul  p«l{Ml)lf ,  ooafinn«d  llu  Rtop  * 
Nor  OTuid  the  young  oflncer,  without  violence, 
relMM  himoelf.     He  yielded. 

"  Pray  let  go  my  buiiOD,"  said  he,  laughing  : 
here  is  Lord  Che»ter6eld  walking  up.  Think 
what  he  would  say  should  he  sec  me,  knife  in 
hand,  abwit  to  cut  tlw  lie  which  binds  in  to 
each  other !" 

VilltMs  took  his  arm,  »Dd,  turning  bim  from 
the  direction  he  wished  to  pursue,  explaiited 
the  circuniMlAncvs  he  wa«  hinLsclf  placed  Ju, 
ending  by  a  request  that  he  would  attend  htm 
lo  the  6tM. 
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Bobun  looke<)  embarrassed. 

"  1  knotr  you  arc  thinking  of  wliut  majiinui 
would  »iiy ;  but  come,  tledd«,  and  I  will  makf 
a  man  of  you,"  said  Villiera,  Id  tbo  samr  j«crin|^ 
tone  be  had  comnicticeii  with. 

"  If  I  am  to  expmt  this  kind  and  flatlonti); 
mode  of  uddnss  always,"  said  the  olber,  ex- 
c«c(Iingly  nettled,  "  I  shall  nio»t  certainly  d«>- 
cline.  You  seem  to  forget  that  ive  arc  no  longrr 
at  £ton.'* 

"  Well,  dtyir  Bobun/  ttaid  ViUicnt,  ({uickiy, 
with  some  remorse  at  the  implied  want  of  kind- 
ness, "  I  built  upon  our  old  friendship.  You 
must  forgive  me,  I  will  not  ofTend  again." 

BohuD  gave  him  bis  band,  which  the  other 
prcssetl  with  fervour. 

"May  I  expocl  your  sernces?  tell  me,  for  it 
is  drawing  near  the  eleventh  hour,"  said  Villiers. 

"  My  dear  fellow,  it  is  nearer  one !"  ncclaimM 
hii  friend,  taking  him  liteTally. 

"  Well,  well :    you  are  w  uiitwphisticBled — 
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you  undf rRtand  now  t  3u»l  arrived !  You 
will  be  with  me,  then,  aa  soon  as  you  have 
itcspntcHwl  this  wrighty  affair?" 

Boltun  nodtW  umiii,  anil  loA  him. 

"A  pretty  Mrape  I  ahoutd  be  in,"  thought 
Villien,  somewhat  illiberally  it  must  be  con- 
fajHid,  "  if  this  WW)  a  mutter  of  difEcitlty,  witli 
Mich  a  girl  aa  Bohun  to  take  care  of  me :  aH  it 
is,  I  must  trust  to  the  Major  to  s^  all  right" 

If  ihe  moet  pcrfrct  boyish  beauty,  making 
him  look  yoimgi*r  tJian  he  rrally  was,  a  fact-, 
tmleoi],  of  which  there  arc  few  women  who  might 
not  be  vain,  the  bluest  eyew,  the  most  luxiimnl 
hair,  and  a  complexion  like  a  blush  rose,  which 
became  instaotaneously  deeper  at  the  least  allu- 
«ioii  to  hia  looks,  and  much  effenunacy  of  man* 
ner,  eould  jiurtify  the  soliloquy  of  Villiers,  lie 
nas  not  far  wrong  in  hin  estimation  of  the 
youthful  comet ;  but  Bohun  poewsscd  a  clear 
head  and  a  good  liearl,  with  *uilici<>nt  courage, 
altliougli  yet  untried,  to  carry  him  well  through 
his  pn^ession.      Experieuoe  could  not   be   ex- 
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pArtrd,  nor  any  great  joy  at  the  unlookrd-fDr 
way  in  which  he  was  to  spend  his  afternoon. 
Nnther  may  we  e8l(^em  wir  young  friend  tbp 
l«u  for  ihus  entering  upon  the  office  of  second 
in  B  duel  with  *ome  reludancn.  But  )»  <!>»• 
played  nonn  of  this  before  Villiers,  from  whom 
he  recei»*<l  some  letters  and  papers  written  in 
caseof  accideat,  and  attended  him  to  tlte  ground. 

Whiehcot?  nnd  his  fnend  wort  already  there. 
'!"he  Buii  waH  setting  with  great  splendour.  The 
seconds  had  their  instrucUons,  <ind  no  time  nat; 
lost  in  preparing  for  a  combat  lltiit  was  to  <le- 
cidc  ivhicli  of  the  partie*,  if  eitlier,  would  sn-e  il 
rise  again.  Onctt  on  the  ground  no  apology 
could  be  made,  had  there  been  the  incltnationi 
but  there  was  none.  Villiers  was  known  to  be 
an  exoellont  swordxnum ;  ^^''hicheole'«  reputa- 
tion might  be  less  brilliant ;  but  he  had  uo 
mettn  opinion  of  bis  own  skill,  and  thought,  if 
lie  slioiitd  bo  sueeessful  in  this  encounter,  it 
would  conKtitule  tlii;  finext  feather  in  )ua  cap. 

The  M^jor  impatieatly  w»iched  the  »un  aei. 
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']'h»  last  ray  at  length  <li«app«an>d,  atid  nothiDg 
but  tbe  calm  twiliglit  of  a  July  day  rcmatnod : 
no  beam  to  daxxlc,  no  li^at  to  oppress — all  vas 
rool,  iilml,  and,  save  tlie  prenciicc  of  tlw  com- 
bataoLi,  sc^itary.  It  was  a  woody  r^red  «pot 
that  they  had  chosen,  with  merely  one  wkle 
opening  to  the  nest. 

Their  ooata  were  tiironn  off,  tlicir  sword* 
dravD.  aiid  iIib  weapons  crossed.  For  a  Amv 
seconds  they  stood  with  point  and  eye  opposed. 
ID  attitude  well  calculated  to  display  tin-  moitt 
pwfoct  gymmetn,'.  At  length  Villiers  tnadr  a 
ihntM,  which  was  ably  parried,  and  (heir  swords 
passed  and  flaslicd  with  amazing  rapidity. 

Villi4>ni  Kprang  back,  atid  dropped  hit  point. 
The  Major  waved  hitt  siword,  and  both  serondfl 
adTBSced:  Whichcote,  however,  still  stood  on 
the  defensive,  and  Villiers  again  placed  himself 
in  position.     The  seeonda  retired. 

Another  brilliant  encounter,  and  Villien 
sprang  back  tn  before. 

Each  look  breatli.     Again  they  adranced  to 
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the  mortal  struggle,  and  the  sword  of  Which- 
oote  look  its  flight  for  some  yard;  slong  (he 
(ground,  whiTi'  it  at  li^ngtli  Murk,  vihRiiiiig, 
whilr  its  ownor  crossed  his  arms,  and  await^l 
llie  couji  tie  tjTacf.  Villi«rf,  liowwer,  matii- 
f«sted  no  incUnatioa  to  take  advantage  of  ld« 
dcrciicpless  state,  and  retired  npace.  The  second* 
flpw  towards  them. 

"Give  him  his  sword,"  csclaimed  Villi«*! 
"twice  berore,  I  might  have  run  you  tltroiigh, 
or;  but  I  am  ready  still  to  light  on  if  you 
desire  it." 

Whichcolc  seemed  URdetermined.  The  Mi»for 
wiu  not  s»li»fK^  either.  There  had  been  ito 
blood  xpilt. 

"  Au  premier  sang,  an  premier  sang!  let  it 
be,"  said  he. 

VilUers  stamped  with  passion  at  the  unfeir- 
ntsa  of  this  demand,  yet  spoke  not.  aiul  agaiu 
placed  himttciriit-fore  hin  adversary  ;  but  Bohun 
)nteq>09ed,  and  declared  tJiat  his  principal  had 
already  made   suQiciant  anteud,   and   ttiat    he 
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would  not  permit  any  further  encounter  to  take 
place, 

"I^ba!"  eaid  Major  Gaylon,  with  infinite 
ooa(«nipt,  and  waxing  narm  :  "  \'ou  do  not 
underitland  these  things,  sir.  A  boy  like  you 
ought  to  learn  his  duty  before  he  presumes  to 
dictato  to  a.  person  of  my  experience." 

"  Boy  or  not,  sir,"  replied  Bohun,  with  great 
spirit,  "  I  have  sufficieDt  knowled^  of  ihesp 
aOairs  to  prevent  my  suSeiing  my  principal  to 
proceed  further  in  litis  one;  and,  let  me  add. 
that  if  you  urgr  it,  and  itny  thing  fatal  rnKWs, 
you  will  be  a  niunlerer." 
I  "Tliat  adinilA  of  no  reply !''  saJd  tlw  Major, 
abruptly.  "  As  aoon  mt  tliin  matter  in  disrunwed, 
sir.  you  shall  render  me  satisfaction." 

"  Nowr,"  said  Villiers,  "  while  /  li« !" 

"  No,  no;  this  shall  go  no  f^rtlier!"  cried 
Whiehoole,  tlirowing  his  hword  away,  which  he 
bad  rcceirrd  ironi  his  second.  "  Villiers.  here 
■a  my  hand."  It  was  frankly  taken  by  him. 
"  Asaist  me  here,"  said  he. 
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Bohun'a  sword  was  out.  "  I  am  rmdy,  wr." 
lie  aaid  to  the  Major ;  but  Villicrs  puslnnl  hira 
forcibly  asiclr. 

■■  It  is  my  quarn-I,"  hr  n[«taini«d  :  '*  I  will 
iioi  src  you  killed  Tor  being  ray  friend." 

Wbictieote  tried  to  propitiate  the  Major. 

"  I  hare  no  quarrel  with  you.  sir,"  said  he  to 
Villicw, 

"  But  1  have  with  you,''  replied  live  otiier; 
"»nd  will  not  allow  an  ttmlur  ndvantagr  to  be 
rnken  of  it  boy.     Guard  yourself,  air !" 

The  Major  required  no  second  invitatioo.  and 
they  were  quickly  at  thmst  and  parry.  Bohim, 
now  highly  excited,  would  hat-c  inlvqtoard,  bui 
Whichcote  held  him  back  with  all  his  strength. 
"  Vou  will  make  matters  worse,  and  perhaps 
get  your  friend  killt-d,"  said  ho.  "See!  It  is 
all  over !" 

Villiers  had  run  the  Major  through  the  sword 
which  accordingly  dropped.     They  drpw 

', — the  aeconds  ran  to  their  assistance. 

"  Are  you  satisfied  V  demanded  our  hen}. 
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"  With  you,  sir,  pcrfocUy,  for,  as  I  haw  told 
you,  Vf.  had  no  quarrel ;  but,  for  this  young 
gentleman,  I  shall  resrrre  <i  future  day." 

Bohun  exprcfwnl  his  rv<uUn«ss. 

"He  shall  not  want  a  friend,"  aaid  Villitrs, 
vripiog  his  sword,  and  n-lurning  it  to  the  scab- 
bard, while  Wlitrlicote  bound  up  his  aecoiid'^ 
hlifding  arm. 

'fhenc  «MwL-<  pasfifd  in  rapid  succosstou.  If 
was,  lunm-er,  getting  du»k  as  the  partis  Irtt 
tin-  gromnd,  Villiers  and  the  Major  bon-ing  to 
i*ach  olbiT  with  infinite  cprenioiiy. 

'•  T^iat  stnught-lacwl  old  tiger  will  have  you 
oiit,  Bohun,  as  sure  «»  possibi*',"  said  his  frienii, 
an  they  walked  homcivards.  "  He  feasts  upon 
cold  steel.  I  can  see  nothing  for  it  but  my 
finishing  him  off-hand  for  you  first." 

*'  I  do  not  fear  him,"  replied  Bohun. 

"  Doubtless  you  are  tTry  brave !  Uh,  ha ! 
But  I  must  pit  )-ou  in  training.  How  are  you 
at  tl».'  foil*  r 

"  Not  very  great.     I  leametl  from   Laroha, 
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but  I  (lid  not  flntRh  with  him :  lio  used  to  piil 
my  wrist  oiit,  and  was  loo  nolciit  " 

''Ah I  ami  the  foil  hanU-ru  your  hanil,  anil 
makcH  it  nlutku;  tinii  tiw  nliolo  thing  hc-alt>  you 
lo  4uch  a  degree  that  you  are  unfittctl  tor  n 
morning  vinit  anerwards  to  Caroline  f  But  now, 
joking  apnrl,  I  can  tvll  you  the  Major  ia  nol 
10  be  (rifled  with,  for  he  is  as  steady  and  as 
pool  a  h:in(J  as  I  ewT  had  lo  dwil  with.  Talw 
my  advici-.  llierefore,  and  fence  with  mc  for  an 
hour  every  morning,  and  we  will  see  if  we 
eannot  work  liim  to  an  oil." 

"  I  do  not  ivii^h  to  kill  him." 

"  Kill  him !  no,  to  be  sure  you  do  not ;  btii 
self- prefer vatioD  is  the  fir*t  law  of  nature,  and 
yon  muKl  prerent  his  killing  }-ou,  which  he  will 
do  without  ^ic  least  remortte,  to  prove  that  he 
is  not  a  murderer,  a.<)  you  called  him  !" 

Thi'y  parted. 

^^'hichc»te  was  a  man  not  celebrated  for  db- 
crMion.  In  his  haiKls  «  Btory  nercr  lost ;  but 
iC  on  the  following  morniug.  he  blazoned  fortb 
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to  the  irorM  llie  deeds  of.  armn  ht;  liad  bwii 
eDsaged  in,  ltd  St  ItMUtit  did  jiislice  to  liui  ^eav- 
rooity  and  high  Waring  of  VilUera ;  not  only  as 
rrgardtil  himsclC  bul  in  liiti  taking,  in  so  gulluit 
a  wity.  the  part  of  hii  fnrnd,  it  va»  soon, 
ttwrHbro,  known  all  over  Uic  lovrn,  and,  pumitig 
I'roni  ihc  duba  to  ibe  ncn'Jt]Kii)prrfi,  appritrwl  in 
that  vrbicb  lay  upon  the  MyddletonH*  br«akfust- 
table  the  aecond  morning  after  the  duel. 

"An  uffair  of  Uonoiir."  of  counv,  it  «tar<'<l. 

had  takm  place  bclwwii  Mr.  V and  Mr. 

W— -,  bolb  of  the  Life  Guards;  and.  after 
giving  M>mvn  Iiitt  n  slniined  version  of  tbe  .Major's 
part  in  tlic  trai»>£urtM>D,  and  bu  wound,  assigned 
y  A  Lady"  lut  the  cauie. 

.('  If  Viola's  beelingB  were  sMcrely  triwl  in  sub- 
mitting to  write  so  frigid  a  note  of  thanks  to 
Villiers,  while  her  heart  knew  so  oppoidle  n 
feeling,  this  gentle  heart  )uul  nell  nJgb  bund 
when  the  above  pangraph  aun  her  eye.  Sh<t 
could  not  doubt  that  she  vras  the  unhappy 
personage  mentioned  in  a  manoer  to  revolting 
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to  a  voman  of  delicacy.  She  could  not  hesital* 
to  believe  that  VX'hiclieole  was  tlie  officer  wito 
had,  OD  the  previous  evening,  persocuted  her: 
but  the  was  as  )-et  doomed  to  feed  Iier  »orroi> 
ill  &il<-nc«,  hikI  fumtideftHl  )m««lf  tile  pnj  to 
gr(«r.  unaiteiiiplcNl  by  othecti  to  be  Kiolhed. 

0»  the  Tpan  of  Villien  it  was  a  source  r&ther 
of  pride  and  HaiinfiiL-tioii — a  sweet  \'eti^iince  for 
fancied  nroogn,  tlim  be  should  have  foughl  for 
H  nonian  who.  unknowing  of  his  danger,  had 
■ninivd  that  coldness  and  ingratitude  nhtvil  the 
note  in  question  (jaw  him  lo  Iwlieiw  »hr  fait,  if 
nr^tivi'  qualities  can  indeed  be  tenned  feelings. 
He  would  not  admit  the  most  palpable  conclu- 
sion, tliHl  fhf  )i«d  been  in  ei«ry  word  dktaled  (o 
and  controlled  by  her  mother;  but  rrvelling  in 
the  idfu  of  unrequited  afiection,  and  uivipprr- 
eintcd  s«rv-Ice»,  and  forgetful  of  al)  tliat  had  prr- 
^ioimly  |hu!!S4h1,  he  hastily  consigned  for  the  time 
both  mother  iitid  dnughter  to  that  iadignant 
place  in  hit>  breast  wltich  one  of  them  ccrlainly 
had  no  right  to  occupy- 
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There  is  a  plesaure  in  xht  knon'led^,  that  it 
wr  an?  wronged  it  is  itndo«cn*«tlly ;  tliiTC  is  b 
itrcrvt  8ati^tu.-iioii  in  ittc  cvrtointy  tliut  cril  baw 
bwn  irtuntod  Tor  our  good ;  and  as  thi«  really 
ii,  und«r  such  circunwtanoeii,  lh«  only,  aiid  a 
T«ry  small  comfort,  it  would  be  liard  indeed  to 
drny  such  consolation. 

The  Life  Guard*  w«rp,  on  the  day  expected, 
replaced  at  Windsor  by  Oic  Blues;  lh<?  former 
Jaking  up  their  quarters  in  London. 
<     NoAlung  throwD  out  by  late  evmis  from  lua 

Viuual  morning's  research  into  the  mysteriea  of 
hi*  proCnuimi,  Villiers  now  occupied  him«elf 
witli  a  new  *ystcm  of  drill,  soon  to  be  put  in 

I'foree,  the  thnory  of  which  lie  reaolrvd  to  be 
coOTFrsant  witli  before  lie  vaa  obliged  to  dia< 
play  its  practice  in  tile  fivld. 

With  lii*  feet  upon  the  table,  lua  chair  justly 
balanced,  oae  hand  holding  a  book,  and  the 
other  pinching  the  now  of  a  bull-dog,  ha  vrat 

T  apparently  imtnoraod  in  the  tfUiitg  of  a  tqua- 
drm ;  while  hL*  friend  gracefully  reclined  upon 
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a  solo.  A  brocade  drcMing'gown  of  green  and 
gold  enveloped  the  fragile  form  of  Bobun,  from 
bcncuUi  Oie  foldi)  of  wliich  |>ee]H'd  out  u  delicate 
fool,  thrust  into  a  eiiriou»ly  vinbroid«rv<l  clipper; 
liin  flowing  lockn  were  couadous  of  a  jettsamine 
[)(-rrutae ;  hi:i  taper  fingers,  bedecked  witli  coitly 
riiigs,  held  a  volume  of  Spenser's  Faerie  Q)H.'«-n, 
his  mind  was  inloiit  upon  Miw  I'hornhill. 

The  diiik  of  spurs  sounded  in  the  peasa^, 
and  V\'lii(;lieole  soon  afterwards  entered,  redolent 
of  the  stable — a  ijceni  which,  mingling  with  thai 
of  Chenerix's  shop,  formed  an  amalgamation 
most  disagreeable,  howeiTr  pleasing  totheiTiri- 
ows  olfactory  neiwc  of  different  men,  may  singly 
be  the  one  or  the  other  odour.  Bohun's  cam- 
bric handkcrcliicf  wat!  speedily  nii-Hed  lo  lii»  nune, 
and  the  "  overpon  oriiig  presence"  of  Whiclicole 
good  humouredly  commented  on,  vfilhout  re- 
aerre. 

"  You  are  in  orders  for  lo-morrow,  Villiera," 
said  his  bite  antagonist,  not  attending  to  the 
other;   for  Whichcole,  btunt  and  boisterous  a> 
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hi^  oden  wail,  knew  no  further  oaiiw  for  malioc 
lonrdrdH  a  mmi  tvUh  whom  \w  had  onee  woa)«d  » 
social  compact  iii  iIm'  frirnttly  ^asp  of  hands. 
Iikliwd,  hv  iiow  fiOt  hiin-wir  upon  much  rnofw 
iniimalc  terms  thitii  bcforo  Ww  quarrel.  We 
i^Knilcl  do  injiivlice  to  Villiers,  also,  if  we  fore* 
bore  to  give  him  credit  for  the  like  feeling. 

"  You  are  in  ordere  for  to-morrow," 

"  With  »Il  my  hp;irt;  htil  i*  it  not  ailyl" 

"  Very  laic ;  but  the  Colonel  in  gone  out  of 
town  tor  the  day,  and  has  made  all  the  amuige- 
ments  pre* iounly." 

■■  For  wlijil  ?•' 

"  The  drawing-room. " 

■'  Oh,  it  is  to  be  to-morrow,  ch? — aiul  who 
am  1  to  have  for  a  commanding  officer ;  aince. 
a«.  I  happen  to  be  nearly  at  the  wrong  end  of 
the  lint,  such  must  be  llw  ca»e,  I  opine  ?" 

"  My^lf  will  haw  that  honour." 

"  Bravo  ! — Well,  we  must  keep  the  ladies  in 
onler,  ifpOMible." 
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"  Th^re  may  be  a  more  difficult  task ;  as  a 
riot  i§  expected  to  be  got  up."* 

"  By  whom,  and  for  what  purpoae?  also,  from 
whence  do  you  draw  your  informaiion?" 

"  In  the  ftTHt  place,  from  Thornhill,  who  tui* 
had  naming  through  the  chi«r  police  maf;U- 
irate;  ttecoRttly,  Tor  the  purpoM  ot  prewnling 
the  King  from  going  to  Germany;  and  to  con- 
cttido,"  said  VMiIclicote,  smiling,  "  by  t)ie  mob ; 
or,  to  express  myself  in  more  libei^  phrase,  the 
people." 

■•  Most  luminously  answered ! — keeping  pace 
with  the  lime?,  you  have  perhaps  in-^tiluied  a 
*  republic  of  letters  ;'  since  the  last  clause  has 
been  put  where  the  first,  I  will  not  say  ought 
to  be,  hut  where  it  was  uwually  placed  by  rhelo- 
nciana. — Mat's  ahist  va  le  tmmtlt!  /" 

"  Aye — Sic  transit  gloria  nntndi !  We  lire  at 
the  sign  of  the  Woi-ld  turned  upside  down.** 

"A  goodly  application  of  the  phrase T  A 
poetical   illustration  of  the  practice  you   have 
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alresdy  put  in  force  by  begianing  st  the  urang 
nxLl  But  think  you  (be  King  will  suffer  liim- 
self  lo  be  killed  with  kindoem,  and  preTcntcd 
by  this  superabundant  stunv  of  hoepitvlity  from 
quitting  our  thoTM?" 

"  Scarcely  -,  but  I  cannot  blame  the  feeling 
which  prompts  tucli  a  manifrHtatioa  of  English 
wntinwnt^." 

"  Nor  1,  be  aaaured ;  though  1  wiith  Walpole 
had  sufficient  uoight  with  lum  to  render  the 
cause  of  lhi>  popular  <!Xriteiiient  an  utikiioivii 
griet-sDce.  U  there  any  chance  of  our  going 
with  the  King — if  go  he  must?" 

.  „  "  Not  the  slighU-st.     He  might  take  Tliom- 

I  hill — which,  fate  forbid! — but  he  ix  too  clowly 
beset  by  Haitoverians,  who  lead  him,  '  nothing 
loth."  be  it  said,  wherever  they  will,  ud  think  of 
baring  an  English  regiment  at  lii*  tii-elii;  un- 
lin*  t^urre  ii  warmer  work  cut  out  for  us  than 

,  court  ceremony." 

.,„,-"  I  wish  we  wejc  ordered  out  of  Eogtand, — 
any  where,  Germany,  Spain.  India, — I  care  not. 
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— the  fiirlher  tlie  better — never  to  oome  back  to 
this  cold,  heartless  country,  where  money  is  the 
only  thing  priied.  and  iwi-crty  rKkoninl  the 
most  unpardonable  of  crimes ; — wliere— " 

"Hold  hard!  hold  hard!— Why.  what  ihf 
dsvil  crotchet  have  you  got  in  yom  head  now  ? 
The  country  is  a  good  country  enough  for  lho« 
who  can  live  in  it> — the  people  bra\'e,  bonMl> 
^nerous,  and  free—" 

"  I^roceuHl !" 

"  But  it  must  be  confessed  tliat  we  are  re- 
trograding from  the  high  and  palmy  state  we 
were  in  during  the  two  last  reigns." 

"  Spare  me  u]K>n  politica,  my  dear  sir  I 
cede  you  tho  retrograde  movement,  even  to  thf 
earliest  days  of  Britain;  since  the  women  haw 
tnken  to  painting  and  patching  their  faoe«.  It 
is  a  piiy  some  of  them  cannot  do  the  latter  witli 
tlwir  reputations." 

"  Did  1  ever  hear  such  an  ungallant  man! 
Why,  Bohun,  can  you  sit  Ktill  mid  hear  tin!  sex 
abuwd  afler  this  fashion  V 


VILLIKAS. 


Ifl9 


"  I  fpve  him  up,"  said  Bohuo.  "  He  'm  grt- 
ling  wontc  rvrry  (!»)',  and  baa  already  ^ot  liU 
name  abroad  an  the  woinwi-hat«r." 

"  I  wish,"  Boid  Whichcote,  smtliTig,  •'  thai  h« 
had  taken  up  that  proremion  a  Tew  days  earlier ; 
■A  1  should  hare  escaped  being  frightened  lo 
ih-ath,  awl  the  Major  wmild  liawc  liad  a  whole 
■kbk" 

"  How  It  ttie  said  Major?"  demanded  Villiers. 
"  I  brg  pardon  for  not  inquiring  sooner  for  your 
Ariend!" 

••  Friend  as  he  may  be,"  returned  Whichoote, 
"  I  bdiew  timt  he  givM  us  all  fairly  <o  the  devil. 
His  wound  is  not  like  lo  prow  mortal." 
.  "  I  sliould  inde«l  think  not ;  Bobun,  howct'er, 
hopes  tlw  contrary,"  relied  Villicr». 

"  By  the  way.  talkitig  of  women,  you  must 
forg:ire  mc,"  said  \Vhicbcoi«.  in  a  gay  u>iw ;  bis 
rid,  good-humoured  faxv,  radiant  with  nriiiW; 
"  you  must  forgive  me,  if  I  hare  found  out  your 
•ocret  before  you  intended  that  I  should." 
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1  "  Am  how  ?"  (lemHrKlMl  the  oth«r.  uidd»iily. 
and  changing;  (Colour. 

"Ah,  you  sly  TeUow ! — you  need  no*  be 
Hlsrm^ ;  every  body  knows  it  was  Mim  Myd- 
dleton." 

■'  EiTiy  body— ihp  devil !" 

Bohun  started  up  in  surprise.  Not  wen  to 
him  had  Villiers  commuoicated  thr  lady's  name, 
for  Tear  the  tongue  of  rumour  should  become  too 
busy ;  and  now  wp  may  conceive  the  roxaiion 
with  which  thin  intelligent  na-s  liMin)  by  hi» 
lale  principal. 

There  is  no  need  to  prolong  tin*  converMlion. 
Whichcote  had  in  fact  the  day  before  visited  ai 
the  Myddletons;  and  hit)  groom,  while  waiting 
with  the  horses  before  Iheir  door,  received  Ihr 
rnmmiinication,  duly  embellished,  from  the  very 
•■ervant  who  hud  adniitl^  Viola  on  that  etYnlful 
night.  Too  cn-diilous  Vilhers,  to  believe  that 
wilh  80  many  outlets,  the  secrecy  of  such  an 
affair  should  have  been  retained  I     U'hicltcoie 
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KceiTing  Uub  at  aecotid  hand,  was  equally  liberal 
in  his  turn  to  the  tbtious  officers  who  had  col* 
lectfld  after  parade  to  talk  over  the  nothings 
past,  present,  or  to  come ;  and  well  indeed 
might  it  now  be  accounted  public  property. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


"  O  lot  ncl  virtue  t««li 
RcmunsratJaD  for  tli*  thing  il  m*  i  for  beuit]-,  vHr 
Ili^li  Uiilh,  Tiitatu  u(  bone,  inal  in  anrrioei 

Lovcj  friL-Ddibiji,  rhuity.  al'd  iubjnU  aU 
Tb  M*iou«  uul  calumniating  time.' 

Suuurauai 


Tim  iwfxt  niomtiip;.  «l  the  appoinunl  Ixmr,  rltp 
guards  of  honour  tor  th«  Palace  duties  had  bet^n 
paraded,  and  marched  ofl"  under  their  rcspcctitr 
officers.  The  cavalry  guards  were  stronger  than 
ordiiinrj' ;  tliu  men  not  on  litis  duty  remained  in 
barracks,  accoutnxl  for  Mr^'icv,  suul  their  hones 
were  kept  saddled. 

Mountains  often  produce  mice,  or  become  the 
original  moli^hilU,  from  which  fancy  or  fear 
httvc  tnuufoniuxl  tliein,^-w>  might  it  be  in  tfae 
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pr«eeiit  iiuUnee.  A  gocxl  general  t«,  liowetvr, 
raiitious  not  to  be  surpriiwd  ;  and  to  use  a  wry 
trite,  though  not  unapt  {wroraiion,  thv  Wst  way 
lo  preMTve  peace,  is  lo  be  alnaya  ready  for  war. 
It  may  not  in  all  inaUmocM  be  politic  to  tketn 
this  readiness ;  but  that  is  for  the  cotiftiderauon 
of  ihoee  who  are  placed  in  such  a  position. 

It  waK  a  sultry  day  of  May.  The  Life  Guards, 
in  their  siilendid  *xaU'.  Bp{»intini'nt!i,  iitinictrd 
tiM'  gencrnl  gaze  and  admiration  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  the  [lerfection  of  tiiaii.  and  the  nohic 
animal  under  hiro,  eclipsing  whatever  of  incon- 
gruoua  uppcarod  in  costume,  and  tho  natural 
pride  of  a  Briton  shutting  out  from  lu«  mind. 
as  he  beheld  his  countrj-men  attended  by  all  the 
"  pomp  and  drcumirtaiioc  of  war,"  lh«  contin- 
gent expense  to  the  country  of  keeping  up  w 
gorgeouK  an  array.  For  the  one,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  eye  becomes  accustomed  to  all  things; 
and  for  the  other,  iliough  nerer  len  iitclined  io 
■upport  B  standing  army,  the  people  of  England 
u  that  time  had  not  the  facility  of  arriving  at 
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the  inie  Rtati«tJo«  of  the  country  which  ifaey  «t 
pifspnt  ciijoy.— if  cDJortncnt  it  mny  iiKlvrd  b« 
colhtl, — (o  see  conlinuuUy  the  bottoiu  of  the 
pane,  and  to  be  still  further  from  llic  hope 
of  itB  bring  replenisltcd,  titan  were  our  great 
gramtsircs,  full  a  century  bucli. 

St.  James't)  Street  was  kept  by  the  party  under 
Whichcotc  and  Villien;  whik  two  uldiiiotixl 
troop*  wiTc  drawn  up  before  tJie  gateway  of  th« 
Palace.     The  police  were  a  nonentity. 

The  carriages  began  to  arrive,  with  their 
plumed  and  ornamentvd  inmatew, — beauty,  and 
youUi,  and  splendour  of  apparel ;  and  riper 
ytiars  protecting,  not  indifTexent  to  di^lay  the 
white,  and  some,  it  might  be.  conscious,  that  if 
repute  or  person  claimed  not  liomage,  diamonds 
Mid  equipage  would  exact  the  same.  ;,. 

There  was  a  prodigioiin  squcexe  witliin  ;  with- 
out, coach  after  coach  swelled  the  train,  and 
slowly  advanced,  the  rear  being  for  some  time 
totally  immo\-eable,  and  th(^  street  completely 
blocked  up  a  considerable  way  into  PiccadiUyi 
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The  caution  and  good  «rm)g«»nil  of  iIh-  troop*, 
howeii-nr,  kcjil  a  lane  clear  for  Iheir  own  iitove- 
mentit,  in  caw  of  n^ed,  in  which  a  few  fiW  rode 
up  and  down,  with  now  and  ibcn  an  officer,  hi* 
horse's  tail  whisking  as  he  wheeled,  at  the  prea< 
stiru  of  the  spur,  into  lh«  open  mouUi  of  some 
uiiwiuhcd  ai)d  \vw  warlike  artificer.  The  pedes- 
trian crowd  waa  thus  early  rompowMl  or  various 
gntdM;  T«ry  mviy  of  lh«  b«>ltM-  sort  of  trades- 
men, and  H^-drcsscd  wonien,  tliowvd  them- 
•elv«  in  different  places.  Here  and  there  a 
beau  might  be  Keen,  ]<!««  careful  of  hifl  pockets 
'  tfmi  inaa  his  tailor,  titanding  unconsciously  near 
him ;  the  former  armed  perhaps  in  the  security 
of  haWng  nothing  to  lose,  yet  feeling  somewhat 
asliamed  of  being  seen  in  such  company.  Knots 
of  grooms  and  stable-boys  ilisciittM-<l  the  point* 
of  the  liorMMi.  and  t)tl^  «it  of  Wliichcote's  jack- 
boot, in  which  ihey  discovcml  a  wrinkle  too 
funry.  But  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
crowd  consisted  of  journeymen  of  different  trade*, 
and  eongregated  glasiers'  boys,  who,  with  an  eye 
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10  OiHr  maaten'  intercM  and  their  own  amtu^- 
in^nl.  tveiv,  upon  th^  ftlight^st  (lisposiiion  to  hoi. 
miOy  iri(h  ih«ir  pockots  full  of  stonra,  uoJ  bi^ 
with  (hp  fiitc  of  wimlovf*.  All,  howfwr,  wcvm*^ 
good  humoured,  and  the  day  likely  to  pasa  off 
without  excitement. 

Suddenly  an  open  carriage,  of  peculiar  fomi. 
ronlnining  four  foreign  officers  glittering  willl 
orders,  drove  out  oT  Jprmyn  Street,  and  at- 
tempted to  break  through  the  crowd.  A  simid- 
tanoouB  cry  burst  forth  of,  ■■  No  Germ>ins  !"— 
"  No  Hanoverian«  !"  &c  Tlw  horw.'s"  hpikds 
were  fnnami,  (ind  ixtsoiiul  violence  would  have 
quickly  ensued,  but  for  the  timely  interference 
of  the  military,  who  made  their  way  in  ami 
surrounded  the  carriaip^,  lKK:king  their  hones 
iif^nin  upon  the  mob,  till  ihey  had  cleared  a 
■ufficient  npoce.  Stones  and  dirt  fl«w  in  all 
dtrections,  nevertheless ;  crash  went  many  win- 
dows, while  Ihc  gln$4  fell  ringing  on  the  |»ve- 
ment.  Villk-rs  informed  the  alnrmed  fofeigneni 
that  they  had  coniroittcd  a  breach  of  regulatioua 
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IP  approaching  by  an  inwrdictvd  route,  whidt 
iJiey  were  not  awiirt-  of;  but  Wliiclicole,  oii  ih« 
inMaiU,  resolvMl  to  let  tlicm  pux,  ami  tin-  cavalry 
escorted  ibeir  carriage  at  a  gallop  down  St. 
Jamn's  Str««t.  ibrougb  a  running  fire  ol'  stones 
and  tlic  fierce  acclamations  of  the  multitude,  be- 
tween the  Unci  of  troops,  who  kept  the  |Mie»age 
clear. 

Wtwdicote  eaw  tbem  safe  through  the  Paltce 
galea,  and  rcluror'd  to  his  post.  "  Xo  Hoao- 
veriansr'  continued  to  be  hiNinl  »t  intenaU  from 
the  crowd, — "NoCiiTniiuml — I>«-t  ilii;  King  stay 
in  England,  aud  send  away  the  foreigners  I" — 
with  various  otlier  oral  demonstrations  of  aii 
tinquiet  spirit,  which  at  the  time  would  have 
seemed  dttloyal  in  any  other  country  Uian  Eng- 
land. But  our  worthy  compalj-ioU  love  to  apeak 
their  minds.  ^ 

No  sooner  bad  Whichcote  and  his  party  re- 
AUttied  their  stAtions,  than  his  rosy  lat  face,  with 
a  few  good-humour«l  jocular  plumtes,  uttered 
in  a  true  V'orkvltire  tone,  caused  a  rovuUion  of 
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feeling  in  the  liyolaiiderji.  "  He't  a  right 
EngUsbmaJi !"  "  Thr«e  cbeera  Tor  the  Lir^ 
Guards  1"  resounded  from  all  skW,  and,  without 
knowiDg  the  cause,  the  whole  multitude  took  up 
the  cry,  while  a  continued  and  deafening  cheer 
was  tteurd  from  one  end  of  St.  James's  Strrei 
to  the  otlier.  It  nas  &aid  that  the  King  turned 
pale  at  (he  ttound,— for  it  made  its  vaj-  to  (he 
royal  ear,  the  heat  having  ocnisioned  ihe  win- 
dows of  the  presence-chamber  to  be  thrown 
Open, — and  ho,  whose  brciist  was  iron  amidal 
the  din  of  battle,  quailed  at  the  a{>preheDaM>ii 
of  popular  tumult. 

The  cheers  brought  an  increase  of  number 
to  the  already  dense  crowd,  which  was  endeotty 
encroaching,  by  degrees,  on  tlic  limits  »s»gned 
,iff  j^Villiers,  with  a  few  men  of  hj«  party, 
gradually,  but  fimdy,  repelled  the  aggr«»aon, 
— a  measure  which  elicited  angry  expostulationi' 
from  those  in  liis  vicinity,  though  not  from  tin- 
I>eopl«  so  imntediately  driven  back  :  these  con- 
tented  tliemwh^s   with    dogged   looks,  and  a 
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shiTdy^'  perhaps  we  may  call  it  jmimjto,  ivs&ij- 
wice  lo  the  weiglit  and  power  of  the  soldior)-, 
taking  carp  not  to  get  trodden  doHii,  but  bear- 
ing, Willi  all  their  force,  sgainst  the  horaes. 

VillipTs  was  ordered  by  Whichcote  to  man 
*ilh  a  Ktrong  part)-  lower  down  St.  Jamea's 
SiHel,  to  be  iicar  thi;  Pftlace,  in  case  the  troops 
there  should  be  found  insufliiciont  to  pr«ien*i> 
order.  Meaiitrhile  the  carriugpH  hsid  continued 
lo  advance  alowly,  and  set  down  their  fair  and 
distinguished  freights.  There  was  a  confiisioD 
in  taking  up  i  the  orders  had  been  misunder- 
stood, and  tlte  coachmen  cut  through,  and  drove 
in   all   directions.      The   Iodic*  xcresinied  with 

'affright,  putting  thuir  plumed  headti  out  of  the 
coach- windowN,  and  praying,  in  vain,  amidst  the 
crowd,  to  be  let  out.  The  horses  phnigcd  and 
reared,  the  servants  and  constables  swore,  the 
chargers  of  the  cavalry  were  drircn  sgainxt,  in 
Mine  instances  thrown  down,  and  in  many  places 

r^nirred  over  the  prostrate  bodiea  of  men  and 
en.     Tlic  ice»c  was  appalling. 
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Vniiera  colI(^«l  hia  party,  ntid,  forcing  b 
pOMii^  tliroiigli  till*  mufs  at  nil  h«zarO«,  dtfvr 
iheni  lip  acroM!!  the  alreot.  The  criea  of  tlif 
poptilace  werfi  deafening,  but  the  young  officer 
waa  undiverted  from  his  duty,  A  carriage, 
with  the  servants  in  splendid  lireries,  so  richly 
liiccd  lh<ii  il  was  difficult  to  recognize  the  riirinfpi. 
and  a  ma^iitRceitt  jinir  of  grey  liorsen,  danhed 
at  the  liii(>  of  soldiers.  Tlie  (.-oacbnUD  had 
evidently  been  drinking.  He  was  ordi-rrd 
sharply  to  pull  up;  but  he  broke  in,  and  Vil- 
lient  immediately  ran  the  near  horse  through 
the  hc4in.  I'hc  noble  animal  sholtr-rcd  ihe  |)oll 
as  he  reared  and  fell,  and  the  off  horse  r.amv 
down  also.  Several  other  carriagea  took  ad- 
vantage of  1  he  confusion,  and  drove  rapidly  past ; 
but  Villiera  could  no  longer  attend  to  thcni,  for 
th»  footmen  had  descended  and  ust>i«led  from 
liie  coach  in  question  Mrs.  and  Muts  Myddleton, 
and  hvi  was  inslunlly  off  his  horse  and  by  titeir 
side. 

VioUu  near  faintingj  repulacd,  Iiowe\«r,  th«' 
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attention*  of  the  officer  who  Iiud  caused  such 
havoc.  A  small  »iMce  wax  kqtl  clnir  by  ihv 
Iroopt,  antl  Uie  aervanta  half  led,  h»lf  carried 
ih«  ladies  out  of  danger.  For  a  few  minum 
VillierB  continued  by  ttic  side  of  Viola,  trying  to 
Noollie  Iter,  and  apglo^iing  for  the  accident 

"Accident,  sir.  call  you  it?*' said  Mrs,  Myddle- 
ton,  in  broken  vqieccli,  and  with  a  look  of  con- 
u-raptuou*  rage,  "  It  u  a  poor  way  of  ahowiiig: 
your  spite  I" 

"Miss  Myddleton — Viola."  aaid  VSUen. 
"yoH  acquit  mc  of  all  knowledge — all  inten- 
IMMI — " 

Sh«  thook  her  head,  and  waved  him  o(T  with 
ber  hand,  weeping  bitterly. 

"  It  was,  indeed,  unworthy  of  you,"  she  said. 

■•  Viola,  you  will  drive  roe  mad  !"  exclaimKi 
ViUiaf^ passionately.  "Say  but  thai  you  par- 
don roe, — one  tetrrd  merely, — I  cannot  stop. " 

But  »1h-  was  Milent.  Villiert  took  her  hand 
aa  llwy  hurried  along,  proU-clixi  by  llie  troopa : 
•be  drew  ii  from  liia  graap,  aud  he  stood  still. 
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The  cron'd  close<I  in  Wtw^cn  ihem :  be  turned, 
regiiiiii'd  \m  lior»>,  a:ul  wiu  jigiiiQ  Lnstantly  and 
actively  employed.  'Mw  cries  ami  execralkas 
of  the  populace  Itad  accompanJi'd  tiim  in  bis 
attciuUiioe  upon  ilie  lulie*.  The  Life  Guard* 
were  loaded  wiih  every  opprobrious  epilhet,  and 
ihe  allusioiu  to  the  King  and  Hanover  becanir 
each  instant  more  open,  and  moru  fiercely  le- 
iterated.  Brickbats  and  paviii^-stotwa  flew  iii 
all  directions.  The  riot  act  was  read  three 
times.  The  iroops  charf^l  the  mob,  pistol- 
shots  were  fired,  and  several  Hword-cutft  dealt 
aiuongitt  iheni.  Suddenly  there  was  a  cr}-  of 
terror,  which  spread  raiudly  along  fixita  the 
distance,  and  a  rush  to  the  sides  t^ned  the 
passage  for  a  party  of  Horse  Artillery,  wliich 
advanced  at  a  g^allop,  halted,  was  pointed  at 
the  crowd,  and  tlie  lighted  matches  held  read}' : 
it  was,  however,  only  a  demonstratiuD ;  a  turn 
liad  taken  place ;  the  unknown  or  undefined 
horror  of  cunnon  had  its  eflect ;  an  o|H'iitiig  wiu 
quickly  tnadv  by  the  nwb,  and,  ll)on>l)tlL  tt 
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the  h«acl  of  all  the  mnaining  Life  Ounrd*, 
appeared  aiid  filled  up  the  vacuum.  Ordrr 
WM  mtored  by  this  reinroreemeRl,  mainly  as- 
ni^ird  by  the  coming;  on  of  a  ihundcr-slorm. 
The  predncta  of  the  Palaoe,  and  the  Kveoues 
kadin^  to  il,  w«ro  by  degrees  cleared  of  the 
mob,  and  the  cavalry  returns)  with  drawn 
•words  to  their  bairacloi  under  a  torrent  of  rain, 
which  gloomily  closed  in  the  day. 
•^  la  due  time  the  King  found  himself  in  bia 
beloved  Hanover ;  but  as  yet  ne  have  not  to 
treat  of  Continental  proceedings,  or  royal  move- 
mentfi :  of  the»c,  llieir  causes  and  effects,  our 
pen  niu«l  forbear  awhile  to  di«counie.  We  ehdl 
relate  merely  what  coircerna  the  less  dignifted 
hero  of  our  tale.  t 

**  ViUiers.  the  next  day,  mounted  hi.*  horse  for 
'At  purpose  of  visiting  the  Myddlelona.  renolnd 
to  obtain  a  hearing  from  Viola,  and  explain 
away  whatever  injurious  su^icion  might  l>a*c 
bocn  creat«d  by  tlw  artifice  of  her  mother,  and 
■mVMt  perhaps  stUl  rwted  on  her  mind :  for  a 
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cooli^r  moment  of  reflection,  dnoe  ihc  receipt 
of  her  iiotr,  had  told  him  thai  tliis  could  scarccly 
have  b<>ei)  the  genuine  production  of  on«  who 
had  before  jiromised  that  nothing  should  ever 
esiue  her  to  think  less  tenderly  of  him  than  at 
that  inslanl.  "Bui  alas!"  mid  he,  "for  lite 
wi«c!tl  and  the  itron^eM  hend,  when  ^ided  by 
a  woman**  niiirit !  None  may  rest  aecurer  thai 
■A  fortuitous  blast  of  splf-pride  ttill  not  turn  il 
from  former  resolves  if  there  u  but  an  imafrinary 
wound" 

It  was  clear  to  him  that  his  mistress,  not  free 
from  undue  intlucnoe,  had  imugim-d  his  ittliLdt 
upon  the  earridge  of  her  moUu^r  to  be  (he  eBTeol 
of  premeditation.  Koenge  for  the  apparent 
ingratiUitlK  di!<{ilHyed  in  her  communicalioD  of 
cold  tlianks,  she  must  have  supposed,  had  been 
the  active  principle  on  his  ]>urt;  b«>t  had  she 
known  what  insults,  what  aggrat-ations  and 
even  personal  violence,  he  had  that  moraipg 
imdergooc,  slie  would  readily  liave  conceded 
that  exa^teration ;  and  excitement  mi^ht  nell 
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Uiml  lihn  to  ihc  identity  of  an  equipage  tvhnv 
there  wiLs  so  luucli  of  ornament  to  tlaxzli^.  Alno. 
iilioui*!  »hc  not  have  made  allowance  for  thf 
mponstbility  alloched  to  ao  officer  on  duty, 
who  could  not,  nitliout  an  infrHiitoD  of  Rucb, 
pennit  even  a  royal  carriage  to  \iAm  ? 

Hovr  different  a  scene  did  not  the  Mrcets  of 
the  metropoUs  now  present  to  that  of  the  prv- 
fioiiR  (lay!  AD  swmMl  lo  have  forgollcn  ttw 
querulous  Kptrit  nhich  had  actuated  them,  a»n 
tome  tew  knots  of  idlers,  who  here  and  there 
hooted  a  constable  ihnt  might  be  »ccn  (earing 
down  an  infiammutory  placard,  rtuck  upon  the 
walls  whiUi  the  watchmen  had  »lill  enjoyed  thr 
balminetw  of  their  nildiught  dreain  praloti^cd- 

Curio«ity  prompted  Villiera  to  ride  down  St. 
James's  Street,  and  view  Uie  theatre  of  yeaier- 
day'snar.  A  hke  motive  had  brought  other* 
to  the  spot;  but  llterv  was  no  symptom  mani- 
fested of  a  disposition  to  renrw  the  tumult 
Numbers  of  workmen  wtTe  replacing  the  pave- 
meat  whwh  liad  bee»  lorn  up,  and  levelling  the 
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ground  which  Um>  intmpUng  of  honr  had  aRfr- 
wunLt  cut  and  dcraoed,  It  wm  fertile  of  cJaMic 
trcollectiouH  for  Villion,  Hvn  hail  the  forNffn 
landau,  ko  idrnnt^r  at  (hut  uin«  to  Knglisli  eyes. 
dashed  out  of  ob<tcunty  and  quiu  into  instoa- 
utnoous  populu*  fury.  In  saotlMM-  pikoo  had 
brvn  Hrroatn)  the  Myddlrtoiw'  carriage,  and 
ihit  waa  ihi'  arpna  of  confuwion,  of  nrrak.  aad 
bloodshed,  pr«0enling  a  M«n«  tliat  would  not 
MOon  pass  from  the  mnnory  of  tlioM  compelled 
lo  bt  sppctatore  of  iis  profrn-«s.  '  ■ 

Ki*tuniing  toivardii  Groaveoor  Square,  be  f^xt 
bi»  horee  to  the  groom,  and  knocked  at  (be 
Myddk'tons'  door.  All  tvax  siU^nt.  At  lea^h 
»  woman  opened  it,  and  discloiwd  tlii,'  tiall,  pilcil 
with  puckin^-cases  and  Lruuk«.  ForolKKtuigs 
lilli'd  liin  tu*nrt.  which  proved  bul  tog  wdl 
founded :  the  family  had  lelH  tonii  that  moratng. 
and  were  now  fome  hours  on  their  way  to 
KurnttI  Koyul.  >» 
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Villiers,  applying  himnclf  tr>  l)tc  l>iisin«M  of 
hn  |>rof«aian,  was  now  acmxintcU  one  of  thr 
bm  HolcUer^  in  the  regiment.  KxfK^rimM  must 
belong  to  older  liFB<la  alone.  Hi^  had  <miI* 
9lnp|)«l  (by  whatewr  strokes  of  good  fortune  it 
n»tl«r8  not)  both  Whirlicote  and  Bohun  in  the 
ntv  of  honour,  und  jmusing  rapidly  through  the 
nballem  ranks,  he  hdd  now  somv  lime  fillMt 
thp  office  of  Exempt  and  Captain  in  th»  first 
troop  of  Hor»e  Guards.  Be  it  not  forgotteti 
that  he  possessed  a  valuable  friend  in  Ludlow. 

He  vras.  however,  still  a  poor  gentleman  ;  and 
various  of  his  ereditors,  dndiiig  that  he  neither 
liad,  nor  was  likely  to  have,  ntoney,  demanded 
^witli  mueh  shrewdness  the  payment  of  all  their 
Ufc):"  hvt  an  thpxe  applicittiona  couM  not  be 
yet[>ondi-d  to  in  a  manner  conformable  with  the 
desire  of  the  claimant  parly,  Villiers  gave  hb 
servant  direcliom  that  no  person  having  the 
suspicious  appearance  of  a  duo  should  henc»- 
Ibrth  be  admitted. 

II  2 


T1L1.IB«S. 

^lAml  was  Viola  forgotttm? 
(.Fiu-  from  it;  lite  deain  to  obtain  her  hand 
was  not  lesM  strong  than  cvvr;  but  lie  roganletl 
as  liopele^  all  ftlttinpt»  to  gain  her  [>umit»' 
QOitMOt  lo  ibeir  unioUj  white  lie  remained  un- 
able to  bring  an  equiralent  Bum,  at  least,  to  her 
IbdUQe  ;  bihI  if  tic  ever  bad  cnteriaineU  a  serious 
tltouglit  of  niiirrying  hvr  clandestinely,  redectiou 
lOon  gave  hiio  to  believe  that  hn-  own  coiapnl 
would  nei'er  be  elicited.  But  be  naa  not  niadt- 
(o  pine  br  life,  about  tlie  impossibility  of  this 
acbio\'eineBt.  His  profc$»onnl  duties,  besides, 
Mpod  to  di-ttnu-t  hJH  thoughts  from  dvre^Uing 
^pon  the  cause  for  unbappiness. 
,,,  With  Viola  it  waa  far  difTereiit :  yet,  uncortaiu 
as  ihe  might  nell  be  of  thr  policy  of  yielding 
too  easily  to  tier  mother'*  suggestion*,  with  re- 
gard to  the  conduct  of  Villiere.  she  soon  allowed 
her  mind  to  become  fully  convinctnl  thai  ihr 
insult  nnd  injury  on  tlu-  day  of  tlw  draning- 
KtUHfif  as  L'Ouuected  with.  rc$eMful^,jaeljws^  W 
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his  part,  were  purely  i<)eal.  Yet  ihey  were 
srparatpd,  and  do  exptanation  could  now  be  led 
to  Ijy  her.  '     '  • 

'Fill?  firrt  .occeiw  of  grief,  remorse,  an&  dis' 
appoinliiient  over,  Iter  bvart  was  of  that  bound- 
ing coroposiiion  which,  though  it  might  have 
admitted  tnlo  its  core  a  subtle  jwiitt,  re«i«lj',  ui 
an  elasliv  ball,  the  more  oblu§ely-coRstitiite<l' 
elements,  the  rudent^sx  of  whww  wtiock-  ntay 
bruise  with  tlipir  outward  force,  but  which  can 
eflfM;t  no  lodgement.  Her  chc«k,  tlien,  re- 
em'ered  its  portion  of  damask  stolen  from  tlte 
hiBV,  yd  not  to  di.'«p ;  anil  still  she  loii'ed  Villiprft 
with  ferrour  iinrltnith:  her  dark  ej-e  Kparkled 
a*  Itefore,  yet  woulil  it  sometimes  fill  with  an 
Anconsciou*  tew ;  her  smile  was  not  less  ani- 

diated,  yet  would  it  often  check  itself  wiih  « 
sigTi,  which  told  how  much  there  wa»  that  irtrovp 
to  pMS  tho«e  lip,  and  might  not;   '~     ' ' 

""  Ve«r  after  ycsr  pasaed :  it  was  a  sad,  a  billet' 
inouglit.— one  thai  admitx  of  no  solace,  and  for 
whkh  the  gnawing  regrets  of  the  lieart  tell  us 
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i)icr«  ia  BO  remedy.  Taat,  time,  which  will 
uner  come  agsin, — ^the  monwnts  t)uit  bavr 
«lippecl  away, — that  are  yrt  flcding,  and  cwwol 
be  recalled, — timet  ebbs,  nml  rbbs,  and  still  n*c 
are  losing  tlie  K-unty  oil  of  life's  unecrtain  lamp, 
— expended  upon  wliai  ?  the  expectation,  it  may 
be,  of  u  moTt  fortuiuitc  M>a»on  w)M>n  «11  our 
hopes  shall  have  fruition, — a  season  tliat  arrii  v» 
not, — or  if  it  doe»,  will  it.  bring  w  llh  it  the  goldan 
hours  of  youth?  No,  no  !  Th«  things  we  wteh 
for  moat,  well  says  the  philonopher.  come  »ot  in 
truth,  or  if  they  come,  it  is  not  at  the  timic  we 
most  desired  ihem,  iior  at  a  season  when  they 
would  liare  extremely  blessed  aa. 
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CHAPTER  Vir 


"  TliM  tuch  ■  kavte  lu  (hi*  (Iiauld  «ciii  a  airvril,  ahu 

SiujLiruiu. 


It  u  some  time  since  our  frit-nil  Ludlow  h»f 
bwii  bcrore  us;  a  fciv  words  then  in  puj-iiiig 
oiK-L'  ugniii.  Yd.  M  ii  not  be  thought  ibiii  tliv 
moUo  of  tius  cbiipler  luut  uUusion  U)  him ;  far, 
wrhatewr  the  blu]itti«s«  of  liia  di!«i)0«ition,  he  ww 
Mill  th<!  vrean-r  of  tbonesty, — a  coiuhiDation  ttial, 
often  aHV)ct«J,  does  not  always  kHuuX  the  proof. 

It  wa»  the  spring  of  1743,— an  eventful  period 
for  England,  and  big  with  the  ^tv  of  maiiy.  An 
army  had  the  year  bcforu  been  wjut  to  Flaiwlew, 
aaji  dcDioDstralion  in  HUpporl  of  liu!  Queen  of 


Htmganf.  should  the  high  contrtrtinj  fh««nj 
powers,  or  thp  nMn'emonU  of  the  FrMich  in  G«t- 
many,  r^iKlpr  it  Availubl?.  Tlie  intrartability  or 
■iiinnpn<>«s,  howp^-irr,  of  the  states- general  iwga- 
livnl  all  th«  adivc  nH^knts  of  the  English  am- 
lMu>sa(!or,  and  llvcy  rcsolrmt  upon  adhrring  to 
tlicir  ori^Ditl  «y»trm  of  noutnilil)'.  ARct  much 
wll«  pttradf,  ihoivfoir,  wya  ihc  hislorian,  the 
arniy  Te(im!  into  winlcr-qiiariprtt,  having  nchiwwl 
nothing.  TIm!  iinct  ypar,  or  rath«r  the  prewnt. 
as  il  dawTHxI,  promi$cd  to  bring  forlh  pw»tM- 
thtnof. 

To  th<-  gT*>at  joy  of  moat  concerned,  that 
tKwp  of  the  IIoKe  Guards  in  which  tlw  nanw 
of  VillicTS  was  enrolled,  bad  r«eiv«d  orders  to 
hold  itself  in  n?aditie«s  for  a  inarch;  and  raraour 
said  that  Flanders  would  be  ita  dcstinatton, 
whither  the  T«st  of  the  hotiwhold  cavalry  had 
alrmdy  precHrd  th<*m.  Wc  will  not  avouch 
the  cordiality  of  our  hero,  or,  il  may  be,  one 
other  of  the  cori>« ;   for  still    the  fomier  waa 
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U)d)S«reDt  to  mililarj-  fame.  What  rvKtoii* 
BohuB  might  h»m  for  nelucUuvce  to  quit  £i)g- 
Utut  we  aball  yet  forbear  to  pronounce. 

But  l«t  UB  return  to  Ludlow  for  tbe  luintil^ 
that  he  graitpnl  thi;  friviHlly  haad  of  VilUers, 
wid  bul  him  nt  long  farewell.  .mJ 

"  Cliarle«,"  said  lie,  "  you  are  going  on  a 
lUiigerouN  «erv-jce.  I  feel  a  preAentimeiU  that 
we  non  part  for  the  taut  time.  Vet,  may  you 
be  guarded  in  the  battle-field  as  on  the  quiet 
pUiui  and  if  the  prayers  of  one  like  ni«  eui 
aught  avail  you,  tbcy  shall  not  be  wiuiting. 
May  your  cause  eier  be  a  good  one,  and  in 
punuit  of  honour ;  &lay  not  nee^llessly ;  reap 
laurda,  but  not  cunses ;  shetv  mercy  to  the 
routed,  aud  .-ttaiu  not  the  sword  of  rictory  wiih 
the  blood  of  murder.    Fareu-elt^-and  far  everCV 

]li&  words  sounded  prophetieally  in  tlie  ear  at 
Villiers;  but  as  the  latter  checked  the  riHiOf; 
throb  of  regret  that  almost  made  liim  a  noinaii 
at  parting  with  his  old  and  tierling  fririxl, 
he  shook  off  with  an  effort  the  gloomy  feeling 
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ikm  epf  mwd  liim.  Thv  vmiing  wax  cla«nn|f  in'; 
tukd  unoccupinl,  except  br  disagreeable  Uioufrhia, 
which  h»  Kiabxd  to  dtapcl,  he  w&s  about  to 
aaunt^r  forth  from  hi»  lodgings,  when  a  "  gentlr- 
mttn~  vita  itnnouii<T(),  who  muxt  be  rallwr  mor* 
paniciUarly  dwcribed  by  us ;  sioce  io  ih©  Krquel 
hit  nndud  hnd  rattch  wriout  infltwnco  on  ihi- 
afliiurs  of  our  officer. 

it  has  noi  perhaps  escaped  i)ie  reader's  ntol- 
Irrtimi,  ttuu  upon  ilip  night  on  which  Villim 
jiHwncd  hilt  moilH'r'f'  picture,  a  simoge-looking 
ntnn  rvrti  liim  with  a  ptvuliarlv  itrruliliiting 
eluticc.  at  nhidi  lie  wiu  for  the  nioDHiit  an- 
noyed, but  which  had  given  htm  no  Airiltrr  un- 
easiness. The  picture  lie  had  oRen  thought  of 
since  witli  regret,  as  baring  been  oootpelled  lo 
Mtch  a  device  to  obtain  money.  He  had,  bit 
by  )nl.  al  length  saved  a  sufficient  sum  lo  re- 
deem it,  and  rt^ired  for  X\iM  p»rp<M>;  lo  (Ite 
IMtwubroker's ;  but  the  allotlnl  time  had  long 
ctlapsed.  and  tltc  miniature  piuMd  into  oiher 
baada,  whens  it  would  indeed  he  difficult  U>  Kay. 
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Movl  *msibly  <lid  )h;  n^ret  itus ;  for  jl  uru  on# 
q(  tlioM.-  tliiD^s  ibat  wc  look  back  u)icm  in  ih« 
blackneM  awl  bitiernrM  of  mwtow,  vrbicll,  likv 
ibat  we  feel  for  >he  departMl  wbow  wonli  wmt 
perliaps  unknown  or  unappreciated  by  nil  ibe 
worUL  else.  Htil)  ruvlH**  1o  our  burxuiie  Ixurt 
with  a  force  that  toUl  not  be  rvpelltxL  Ainu! 
il  i-t  no  l«aH  unavailing.  ....  n>. 

'Die  namn  of  the  niao  was  [Iniu  Schnddt. 
Hia  earlie«i  >-Nn  liiul  bi-ifii  )iuiisetl  iu  IhiiglxiMl. 
but  bia  family  dow  miilvd  at  Berlin ;  ami  bi^ 
bwl  thus  KcquinMl  a  slightly  foreigii  tuxval  in 
apvakiikg  thv  Engliitli  Itutj^uage.  A  kiiul  of 
citiien  of  tlie  world,  (lliough  a  diarepuUble  one, 
il  iiiu.it  be  acknowledged,)  be  bud  tulento  equal 
to  aay  undertukingt  in  wliii;li  he  would  probably 
always  succeed,  if  tlivsc  alone  were  ibe  nquisites 
to  Nucc«s)t,  (Wtling  •lsi(ii^  Ikuiieety,  or  cveii  i-lu- 
nct«r  ;  but  a>  the  one  i»  usually  wauting  hImtt 
the  olher  exifits  not.  be  was  lain  to  live  by  his 
«rita  upon  tli»  wide  world,  and  sootb  to  aay. 
iboae  sontetiines  tttood  liim  tn  good  stewl.     iJLi* 
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^reat  amUtion  was  to  make  a  fi^ri^;  and  to 
enable  liim  to  do  so,  it  was  ikVCvMary  to  have 
«ithi-r  11101U7  or  cntlit ;  neilluir  of  which,  lo 
judge  from  hia  appearance,  could  he  m.  the 
])r««ent  tinu<  boait  of.  <| 

'I'  We  now  fiiid  tiim.  after  a  lapac  of  Mine  few 
yeara  Irom  ihe  accidpntal  mertin|;  in  iho  pawo- 
brokfr's  ftliop,  introduced  to  tht'  prtw-neo  of  Vii- 
liers  ;  and  it  \a  probable  (hat  biit  having  iH-illtrr 
"  letter  of  recommendation"  in  his  conntenanoe, 
except  such  as  would  suy,  beware  of  your  pockets, 
nor  a  suit  of  habilimeiitji  respeclabte  I'liough  far 
a  dun,  gaJni'd  him  admittance  to  the  Captain's 
society,  which  he  would  otherwise  have  fouml 
inaccessible.  He  had.  id  fact,  rathrr  ilicairof 
a  street- rubber,  of  which  class  there  were,  at 
thin  time)  swaraia  about  LtHulon ;  and  as  fashion 
then  permitted  the  wearing  of  sworda,  these  ruf- 
GaiiK,  ci'cr  ufTccting  the  dress  of  gentleMen,  wef« 
nsuiilly  armed.  At  the  present  tlay  you  ^alt 
know  the  cbaraeter,  now  dwindled  to  a  sharper 
or  pickpocket,  by  his  superRuous  chain's,  his  Inn- 
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kM«,  and  dirty  finery,  wilh  an  aSlKtod  iiwal!ii«r, 
piit  on  in  imitation,  as  h«  believes,  of  gentility. 
N'ol  •lone,  lioitpvrr,  wulk  them  men  of  "dashlni; 
caiterior,"  aa  the  Bow  Street  reports  haw  'a,  but 
in  thm«,  like  the  Graces,  nrf  ftoit  imann 

Mr.  Srhniidt  wiui  nnrdopcd  in  a  sltorl  ibMiul- 
bare  cloak,  trimmed  with  tarnished  point  huv: 
h»9  closer  garments  were  thus  concealed;  but 
from  uiKlemrath  appf^arfd  the  end  of  his  lonf: 
■heathed  rajiior.  He  was  a  man  above  tlie  middle 
height,  strong  built,  and  powerfully  muscular, «s 
for  u  his  coKttime  would  allow  Vitliers  to  ju<lge; 
for  his  {H-r»on  wjm  much  hid  by  the  mantle.  Hbi 
cMnplexion  was  fair,  his  eyes  grey  and  prami- 
nrait,  in  which  lurked,  or  you  might  fancy  it. 
roguwy  and  mischief,  and  llieae  were  wH  off  by  a 
quantity  of  straight,  lank,  sandy  hair:  for  the 
re«,  he  was  «|iiali<I  and  dirtj- ;  and  it  seemed,  by 
itie  leannen*  of  his  cbiTk.  that  a  nKne*  of  goml 
'Ruols  hail  long  been  foreign  to  his  lips. 

'Tho  serrant  lingi^ml  in  the  room  as  the 
stranger  was  ushered  in,  perhaps  from  cuhotity; 
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af  ihe  manner  and  appraranco  of  Schmidt  neiv 
not  aJtogciiu-r  pli'iisjng  to  iht:  misiy  Williaiu. 

'  "  I  have  ^Die  coniniutiica lions  to  miike."  said 
ibe  fortDPT,  "  ffUich  do  oot  admit  of  witneaaei."  ■' 
ii  1'hc  Hpn-unt  was  ordered  to  tviihtlraw ;  and  the 
'Granger  taking  a  chsur,  with  infinite  coolnvw 
[Winted  to  another,  while  Villi«ra  in  wonder  com- 
plied with  the  tadt  invitation. 

'!  i  pcrc«iT«,  «r,"  Hkid  hr,  "  you  do  not  know 
■ID,  which  i»  natural  enough,  seeing  that  we 
h»w  not  o()cii  mpt  in  soctrty." 

"  Really,"  naid  VilUfTft,  with  a  itneer,  '■  I  do 
not  think  it  verj'  likely  tliat  we  should !" 

"  And  yet  we  have  before  now,— in  stty  rich 
society  tool"  ■• 

A^n  Villi(>r!(  sneered  with  a  contempluous 
laug:h,  »im1  (tcvired  him  to  say  at  oncv  what  his 
business  waa. 

"  Perhaps  you  may  renicnibcr  a  certain  pawn- 
broker's in  Oxford  Road,  where  you — " 

"Slop!"  exclaimed  the  Cajilain.  hastily,  and 
mortified    with    the   TCcollection,— "1    do    rv- 


VIUJERft. 


139 


nKmlwr.  You  new!  uy  ik>  autn-  out  Uiai  (tiilf 
jrcl 

"  [l  was,  bonev^r,  lliat  verjr  subject  which 
1<h1  me  here,  and  I  wuh  to  be  your  tneml — if 
you  will  allow  me.  ■(  least ; — if  Dot,  we  are  both 
when  we  itood  before,  and  no  harm  (lotid^ 
otily  tkin'l  forgvt  that  you  were  then,  sir.  w)wt 
1  am  now,— a  nxhiced  genlleniaa." 

ViUi»7i»  scarcely  knew  how  to  fwl  "ngry  ;— 
ihere  wa»  so  extraordinary  a  mixture  of  inipur 
tlenue,  gravity,  and  ea»y  temper  in  titia  nian'ii 
■ddna*,  that  be  was  inclined  to  to)iMitl«  in  hini 
what  would  haw  procured  another  the  outside  of 
ibe  door :  but  he  bad  little  to  fear :  and  setliiig 
him  down  for  a  cliaracter,  Itv  decided  thai  |ia* 
liencc  muai  be  ejterl«'d,  if  be  wished  to  draw 
froru  him  the  inteUi^nce  ino  seemed  rrau|{hl 
with. 

Schmidt  resumed :  "  Vou  kuow  Bumvl  Koyal. 
*ir,  I  think  ?"  -,  > 

"  I   should  do  so,"  replied  Villiera.  in  sur- 
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"So  ihould  I,  and  <Io — mmI  to  oonTiooK  j-ou 
tliut  I  do,  look  Rt  tliiii;  Uiougli,  except  to  \>nne 
tbitt  I  am  not  igDoranl  of  your  affairs,  ttwre  is 
noUuDg  partk-uUr  in  it."  Awl  he  producvtl  iu> 
old  iHter  of  no  importance,  dimlnl  to  Mr-  Gib- 
bons, at  I>— ,  and  itigued  by  Lord  BvuuUru. 

"  Well.  sir.  b  tbst  concluBii«r' 
'  '  Pny  proceed,"  «iu<l  Yi]li<Tit;  "and  be  quick,. 
for  I  lisre  numerous  engagements  to  aufiiul  to." 

"  Oh!"  "ill*!  th«  otJicr,  '•  if  you  hare  any  thin^ 
more  iiil<.-n-i>li>ig.  I  »m  tlie  last  man  to  prpvent 
you ;''  fttid  (Hilling  up  the  tetter,  he  prepared  to 
depart. 
r*'Stop!"  said  Villkra,  convinced  rrom  his 
raaiiDur  lit-  had  some  commumcation  of  counr- 
qiiiMU.'c  to  make ;  though  it  vas  not  likely  to  U* 
a  disinterested  one. 

"  Ha! — Pray  do  you  usually  carry  pijfloU ?■" 
aid  he.  os  the  man,  in  rising,   tUsplayed  the 
tfaining  butt  of  one  under  his  cloak,  nhiclL.lv 
aocideiit  had  fallen  aside, 
bi'"  Thete   are  dangerous  tiuiett,"   replied   the 
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stTBn^;  "but  )-ou  lian  nothiDg  to  fcsr  from 
mf, — I  pw  you  my  honour  as  a  gentlemnn." 

"  Then  pray  oblif^  m»  by  putting  them  on 
that  table,  (hiring  our  coiiforpnce,"  said  Villipra. 
nrhilo  he  gkn»d  at  bia  tword,  wliich  lay  on  a 
chair  Dinr  faim.  ^ri* 

Schmidt  Mtw  iho  action,  and  smiled  in  «m- 
leupt;  but  look  a  brac«  of  pistols  froni  hi«  hell, 
and  placM  th«m  as  desirix).  '  ^.' 

"  Now.  sir."  said  Villien,  getting  smous, — 
"  pniy  Iw  explicit,  and  lot  me  know  your  bimi- 
nMs  1  for  this  trifling  suits  neither  with  my  tine 
nor  inclinatioiiit.*' 

*"*'  Are  we  quite  alone?"  d<-numd«d  Schmidt, 
looking  Tound ;  for  the  Tolding  door*  between  tba 
two  rooms  opmcd  upon  a  dark  space  beyond,    f' 

'■  Quite,  quite.  What  do  you  fear  J"  said  Vil- 
licrs,  ban^ng  them  to  with  impatience,     -i 

"  Nay,  I  fc<ar  nothing,"  replied  tho  other ; "  H 
warn  only  for  your  own  sake  :  I  fmr  iMtbing,  and 
I  hope  nothing — at  least  afler  this  life.  All  my 
UU  are  earthly  ones :    tbere  ia  nothing  beyond 
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Uw  grave  to  f«Br ;  aad  before  ekber  of  in  ^ 
there,  we  may  mutually  sorvi;  each  oUiit-** 

■'How?  Huiv?  Id  the  tumte  of  all  the 
devils,  do  s]iruk  plainly. " 

"Tlie  eienice.  Captain  VillierB,  which  I  luve 
in  my  power  to  render  you  ia  imnieose ;  tlie 
reward,  though  something  lo  iih',  will  be  lo  you 
tt  iriflc.  I  uni  a  dospcnUe  wan,  and  1  Mtuf 
have  money.** 

■•  Vou  get  none  from  me,  my  friend." 

"  Yes.  I  shall." 

"Explain  ;  for  I  must  first  find  il." 

"That  is  the  very  thing  I  catna  bet?  to  put 
you  in  tlie  way  of." 

"  Do  that  tH>n(.>«tly,"  said  Villicra,  "  utd  we 
will  mm  about  tlio  oIIm't;  but,  honeier,  you 
si>em  to  have  enricbi-d  yoi(r«e^wilh  »  Tcngeance  !" 

"  Vou  are  fond  of  your  joke.  Captain,  and  »o 
am  I  occaaionidly ;  but  hat-e  a  care,  for,  as  Oof- 
bern,-  xays,  '  I'm  not  tlte  man  you  lake  ine  lor.' 
I  wi»l)  to  bo  ctnl,  and  1  expect  other  gentJemrn 
to  be  so  too." 
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.. ,"  Wdl.  well, — ooDie,  come, — tfaia  money?"  .b 

■'  SigQ  Uial."  said  Schmidt,  laying  a  pap^r, 
ready  dravm  up  for  si^uture.  on  the  Ubic. 
hfter  searching  for  it  a  coosiderable  time  in  « 
greasy  pock«i-book — "  Sign  that,  and  I'll  cn- 
gago  you  thirty  thousand  a  year, — aye,  aiul 
Bunir)  Kojul  too,  tind — "  lie  sloj)p<^  though  it 
w«inn)  (lukt  he  knew  morr  of  Villiera*  nffiur* 
thun  Im>  imaginMl,  who  now  rpgardiHl  him  irith 
amaxeatenl,  and  took  up  th<»  paper,  which  run 
thus  : — 

"  I  promiiie  to  pay  lo  Hans  Schmidt,  mi 
coming  into  poiuession  of  Burnnl  Koyal,  nilh 
thn  lands,  tenements,  and  mvMua)^  iImtkuuiu 
pertaining.  See.  &C-  Sif-  lh«  Mim  of  tun  Uiouvaiul 
pounds."  '# 

"  la  your  namv  Schmidt  T' 

"  Ym,  air,  it  i»,  for  want  of  a  bptter,"  replied 
he,  spe<aktng  witli  bjii  slightly  foreign  accenL     - 

"  And  bow  ifae  devH  rjm  you  get  mc  Bumal 
Roynl,  my  good  man  T'  said  VUli«r^  doubting } 
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sbo^f, — sj-e,  and  his  wife  too,  aiul  some  ooe  v\m  i 
but  wilhout  me  you  ran  (lo  nothing."  'u' 

"Make  it  6\v  thoussiul,"  satd  Vi)lJitrs,'aa  if 

he  was  burgitining  for  a  honte.  -  ;< 

(i«  All  or  nothing.     Aut  Caaar  mU  Niinl-     I 

«o«'i  aXmXe  one  nip;  and  I  let  you  off  chevp 

roo,"  rejoined  Schmidt.  i>b  uof  lii< 

"  Well,  w«  will  split  the  difference  ;   eotue^''' 
»aid  Villirrs.  r 

*•  f-  iio,  sir ;  no,  sir.  I  am  Hurpri«ed  you  should 
propose  such  a  tlitn^  to  a  gentleman.  Sir,  I 
have  ap|><!»runoe«  to  kn-p  up,  am),  roorcorar,  am 
going  to  trat'cl  on  the  Continent." 

'ViUien  cotdd  hardly  )M;lp  laughing  al  ilie 
fcJIott**  oonKtimmate  impudence;  but  a«  liu  niu 
now  wfiaiu  Uicre  muat  be  soroething  wrong 
about  Lord  Beaulteu'a  will,  which  be  had  ail 
along  suspected,  he  determined  lo  sign  the 
pwper,  and  see  what  would  be  the  reeull  of 
Schmidt's  information. 

"Give  me  the  document,"  aid  be;  and  be 
put  his  name  to  it  without  further  beBitatwo. 
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-d  bard   bargsin,   Mr. 


"''You    are   a  d- 
Sehmidl." 

"  I  return  you  itio  compliment,  tir,"  void  the 
otiier,  rather  with  the  Wr  of  an  allig»tor. 

"  Now,  wr, — now  Capluin  Villitm,"  oontiniinl 
he,  quietly  folding  up  the  paper,  and  bcMowin^ 
it  in  the  greasy  pouch — "  Now  Burnel  is  your 
own,  with  all  the  lands,  tenements,—" 

"WVI1,   well,   that  tit  all   und^^ntood."    yaid 

V'illiers,  impatiently ;  "  but  oome  to  the  point." 

"  I  am  coming  as  fast  as  possible.     You  uill 

be  sorry  for  the  poor  man,  Myddleton,  for  he 

is  imioceiit ;  bul  the  womim— " 

"Speak  mort"  rcspf^tfully  of  my  relatmns,  if 
you  pleaw,"  said  VilUers,  haughtily. 

"  Well,  well,  sir,  I  know  you  \o\v  thm.  and, 
to  be  sure,  you  liavc  reason ;  but  that  is  your 
aflair.  I've  seen  a  gooil  dcwl  of  the  norld. 
CapUin  Villiers,  but  I  havp  yet  to  learn  that 
proi>li>  an^  i-iili(Ied  to  respnci  w)k>  clwnt  ihe 
Enth<>rle««  and  the  stranger  out  of  their  riphl." 
There  was  a  leer,  Villiers  thought,  upon  hit 
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rDounienanoe  as  he  said  ihw,  which  giv  it  an 
i>xj(n-«>ioii  truly  diiibolicnl  :  but  it  might  be 
inenly  ih«  >h»Ae  of  the  room,  or  lli«  li^i  ct 
the  candle*  falling  at  «  iwrticukr  anglr  upon 
his  fece. 

"Have  you  {Mtieucp  Tor  a  short  Htory,  Caplain 
VillJertf  IkoMiae,  if  >o,  ord^r  some  ivi(i«,  for 
it  is  drt-  talking.  an<l  I'll  procord.  I  am  lu  yet 
ratlipr  a.  cup  roo  low.  wmohow." 

KeTrvshnH-niti  ncr«  brought,  «nd  the  stranger, 
utier  huving  partakpii  of  them,  comntenccd 

THE  uirroKr  of  sciihiot. 

"  UnfoTlunUA  a  wn^h  as  you  now  bebokl 
me.  I  tnuet  t^ll  you.  sir,  tliat  my  parents  wen 
mppctable  pMif>lp  in  Berlin,  and  aa  you  may 
pvnvMTp.  I  dare  «iy.  my  tonguv  liitM  something 
ibo  guttural  a<-<-ent  of  itit  language,  although  1 
waa  bom  anil  bred  in  England.  My  father 
held;— I  hope  still  holds, — a  situation  under  tho 
PrunuM   GonnunctO,  of  more   honour  tban 


[irofit ;  aod  would  be,  [<crluip«,  a  linppy  msn. 
wvrv  it  not  for  havttig  w  gracele^^  a  hor  ;  bui 
tlic  Tuult  is  not  altogetlwr  luiue.  My  molbrr 
died  youug.  and  my  father  was  too  much  ooeu- 
jHedwitb  businre?, — do  yoii  lake,  Bir? — lo  attend 
lo  my  education,  llowe^rr,  I  muiagird  to  pick 
up  a  (oK'niblv  knonlcHlgp  of  diflcmit  iliuijer*. — 
the  latiguagiit,  aiid  ho  fonh.~ quite  rnoug))  for 
a  genlliMTian  iu  our  situation,  for  iniitanci>. 
i'jtptaiii  Villiers.  All  my  father  look  pains  to 
inculcate  was,  a  desire  to  make  monvy,  or  to 
keff  what  I  hud.  To  be  sure,  this  was  lttll« 
enough,  for  lio  look  care  lo  practise  what  be 
|)reached,  and  it  was  not  roercly  the  ttieoni'  be 
mrt  forth;  I  had  pructicoJ  iniit<ii>cu».  Captain, 
practica]  instances  eTen,'  day.  '  Don't  put  all 
j'our  c^gs  in  one  basket,'  said  he,  '  but  lay 
Mimething  by  tor  a  rainy  day  ;'  but,  lir,  far 
tiewT  g»t-c  ni«  an  vgg  to  put  in  tny  b««kpl,  and, 
alas !  nu)!>1  of  my  days  have  been  rainy. 

"  Ne^lcrtr<l  a»  I  nus,  I  had  the  run  of  Bi-rtin  ; 
and   although  kejit   poor,    [    managf^   to   get 
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nmnev  enmesh  nmongst  the  idle  fallows  I  kept 
wmpany  wHh,  to  do  as  Owy  diil ;  and  havin|f  a 
turn  lor  cants  and  dice,  and  withal,  I  c<in  asaare 
ymi,  a  pretty  taste  for  Stiaksprarv,  1  took  to 
•  culling  of  Hiniplos,' — by  the  way.  should  y«i 
Itkn  a  little  liaianl,  if  you  find  the  story  long  ?" 

VUlien  ilianked  htm  ironically  for  tlic  com- 
pliment, but  protested  lu!  nt^-vr  played.  •* 

"  I  Miild  put  you  up  to  a  thing  or  two,"  pro- 
fleMlnd  Sclitniill,  "  but  I  am  quit«  in<ttflVTcnt  atiout 
i<,  quile.  Weil,  sir,  I  knew  how  to  make  a 
fortune  out  of  a  rix-dotlar.  The  difRcult  tiling, 
at  last,  iiaM  to  ^  any  one  to  lend  roe  bis  ntonry 
afifrtbis  tori.  Sevetal  roen  of  rank  in  ourael— 
you  may  Kmil^,  sir,  but  look  at  your  own  St. 
James's  Street  and  its  purlieus,  are  tli«rc  nooc 
wbo  init;bt  ke^  company  with  me,  even  in  your 
Mtimatioai  i — ay«,  many  who  would  be  honoured 
by  my  society,  and  yel  nib  sbouldiTs  with  an 
Karl.     Bub— 

'  U  lltttalM  uid  Licliu  play  ■)  diet, 
AkulMaar  In  bMlcnb]rhi*paBiif  ^ 
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and.  therefore,  it  nas  no  exti-fiordinaiy  thing  thM 
I  alMMtcl  occasionally  be  Ihe  vinner  of  a  tolrrn- 
ble  Kiin.  Now,  thcw  were  ilie  cmU\finr  tUj* 
1  ei«r  had  ;  hut,  oi  I  forgot  my  father's  adrie«, 
I  made  no  )>roi-t«io«  for  a  rainy  one,  and  spent 
all  as  fuit  aa  I  earned  it. 

'  **  I  made  many  aoqwiiiitances,  nnd  coald 
luuu^  %-ou  much  nith  «on>c  of  my  ath-enliirM ; 
hut  I  will  spare  your  ears  al  present,  for  I  )«« 
you  grow  impatient. 

*<  ]  became  so  idio,  and  was  k>  much  fWum 
hOout,  now  that  I  hud  romtt  of  man'»  wUUes 
ihat  my  father,  newr  w-ry  fond,  at  length  do- 
tested  me,  1  suppose  for  my  absence  and  my 
•erapea.  Perhaps  hi«  pliilomphT  did  not  allow 
natural  uftcction  to  exist  in  the  world.  What 
think  you,  sir,  touching  our  relations  ?     la  it 

sor 

"1  mx,  liowevrr,  not  wanting  id  the  chwiw, 

and  had  rvud  my  Bibles-aye.  1  wna  a  Chrisliaa. 
hut  he  was  not.  1  remembered  the  ^ory  of  the 
ProtUgal  Son,  and  I  demanded,  in  like  tuanoer. 
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■IfiyMrtmoiijr,  prott-sting  that  I  would  journ^y 
iaU  a  litr  country,  for  1  wi»lieil  to  rcvtnit  tlw 
ncenes  of  my  infancy,   Ens^Isnd,  where  money 
WW  lo  bv  had  for  the  twkuig ;  but  my  &th«r 
soouleil  in«  from  his  prcM-iicr,  and  ihrn  1  began 
to  think  1  liad  b««n  Ird  astray :  ia  fad,  il  was 
»ow  that  truth  llM-ilH-d  u|ion  rae ;  and  1  full  into 
tiw  aocirty  of  L-enain  own,  who  enlertained  morv 
HnlighteDKl  ideas  upon  the  subjects  of  religion 
and  phiIo«o|>hy  tliun  the  rest  of  mankind.     I 
■eaieely,  indmd,  wmit  all  the  way  with  itiem, 
•UUHigh  I  per^iuaded  uiyneir  at  the  time  that 
I  did.     lliey,  howe\-er,  argued  that  the  lif«  of 
llw  wul  ceased  with  (hat  of  the  body,  am)  that 
ihr  gravr  was  annihildtioii.     In  nhort,  ur,  trutli 
-AmImkI  up<m  niR,   aiid   made  m«  what   1   am 
Dairy>-a  man  of  iudejieDdent  itriuciplcs,  free  as 
the  windi,   uuriddcn   by  PopK   or   Devil,   and 
lowing  nettlicr.     I  bvlievc  thai  man  was  origi- 
aally    cmIuihI  with    tlie    righl,    as  lie   has    the 
power,  to  ftliorten  hl«  days  when  lie  ceases  to 
derive  benefit  from  the  world.  " 
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"Now,  I  was  most  unhappy  from  thr  pwcrty 
which  ossailml  me,  at  you  u-rre  when  yon 
pKwncd  the — "  j 

'-A  truce  with  lliat  subject,"  said  Villiera) 
»liir»ly. 

^Well,  sir,  let  it  be  so,"  resumed  Schmjdl* 
after  tlrinking  a  ^hlct  of  wine.  "Tlu;  know- 
ledge of  tliU  truth  comrortvd  nu',  and,  an  1  felt 
the  freedom  of  a  life  which  ■  a  bare  bodkia*  eao 
put  an  end  to  in  a  minute,  the  world  seemed 
gradually  to  bn'onint  more  \'a1uab)p  to  me.  A 
strange  ptintdox  ihix,  but  llie  rwhng  watt  xtrong, 
A'et,  if  Iheru  were  no  hopes  beyond  the  gravr, 
neither  wore  there  any  terrors,  and  I  waa  fear* 
le«3  of  death,  though  1  ehing  to  life.  Some 
of  the  more  »lect  of  my  arquikiniaiice  formed 
ihi^msclves  into  a  club  about  thiH  time,  of  which 
I  lieciuiic  one.  We  entertained  a  peculiar  wt 
of  opinions,  which  by  some  might  be  llioughl 
strange,  a»  indeed  were  our  actions.  Wc  argued 
that — but  1  have  before  given  you  tlic  priociplet 
upon  ^))jch  it  Wfi;  fouqiled. 
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"  y<Hi,  air,  arcpeirha|»  »  member  of  White's. 
Vou  h*ve,  at  any  mtp,  heartl  of  the  Kii-Cat-^ 
Um  Cocoti  Tree— WiU'»— the  Gridiron— ana 
Runy  otlM<r9  loo  numerous  to  mendon :  well. 
sir,  it  was  like  none  of  iIk-^t.  Wlmt  think  ymi 
tlial  wp  wfK  ?  A)T,  by  the  worW ! — j-ou  may 
well  give  it  uj)  I     We  were  suicide* !"  '• 

■*  A  I'TTy  agnwabic  Kociety !  But  you  tuul( 
doubtless,  Tewer  candidates  than  you  would 
hare  bad  in  London,  especially  in  ihc  month  of 
NoTCcnber,"  remarked  VilHer!,  Irjing  to  beat 
down  tiw  unromforluble  feeling  which  this  sub- 
ject iovnrinbly  caused. 

llic  rtntiiger'n  e)-es  glared  with  a  savage 
wilduv»».  a.H  he  seemed  to  conjure  up  !>oine 
horrible  rwollcctions*. 

"**'Londoii,"  at  length  resumed  he:  "  )*ou 
shall  pardon  me,— tl  is  a  great  mi&takc  aboul 
tlie  English  delight  in  aelf-dcstruction ;  they 
hav-e  not  the  requiute  moral  courage  for  « fet» 

•  ThsM  ^MifilM  of  AalMlhene*  tAatSj  ciUlcd. 
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Viltwrs  thought  o(  his  fatlwr.  and  clenched 
his  hands  together  vrifli  a  dospernle  HTort;  but 
he  *iucccccW  in  calming  his  rvang  a^UUion. 
and  allowMl   the  unconscious   clubist   to  pro- 

"  All  j'our  English  suicides,"  oontinunl  hr, 
"  arc  committMl  in  n  moment  of  iiuanity.  You 
at«  too  priosl-riddcn. — loo  cowardly  a  nation—" 

"  Beware !"    Kaid   VUliecs,    in    a    low    dwp 
'Voice. 

"  You  want  the  moral  courage,  I  again  say," 
proceeded  Schmidt,  undisturbed,  "(or  itfiio  de 
se.  Look  at  France ; — there  are  more  caiie!i  of 
aelf-dei'otion  in  Paritt  in  one  night,  than  London 
M»s  in  a  month," 
""«rti»aHer«aidVUlie»». 

"A  wlwt,  sirT 
9     "  A  Ue !"  roared  the  Captain,  while  he  struck 
the  table  with  all  his  force,  and  bis  eyes  (bribed 
Upon  ibe  stranger. 

"  CaiXain  Villior*,"  said  Schmidt,  calmly,  '■  I 
am  not  •  bully ;  although,  wlwn  urged  beyond 
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ftrlx-arancc,  I  know  how  to  awnge  mj'MJf.     I 
perceive  jou  tliiuk  I  calliMl  you  a,  coward." 

"  If  you  had,"  aaid  Villii'ni,  menacingly,  ")-our 
dead  body  would  now  have  bevn  lying  tbere :" 
and  lie  pointed  to  the  floor. 

Schmidt  laughed,  scornfully ; — "  Perhajw  your 
own  instead." 

Viltien  leaped  up,  for  hi.<i  blood  wan  dancing 
in  hit  mils,  from  the  agitation  caused  by  the 
subject ;  and  he  would  gladly  hat-c  put  tluf  point 
to  immediate  issue  j  but  Schmidt  cyod  him  with 
a  cool,  calm,  expression  of  contempt  ■  an<i  even 
,  when  V'illiers  snatched  his  sword  from  the  chair 
.where  it  lay,  be  touched  not  his,  nor  moved  one 
inch  front  his  M>at ;  his  eye  quailed  not,  nor 
did  a  muicle  of  his  coimtenauce  betray  the  least 
emotion. 

,  "  Psba,  Captain  Yilliers,"  said  he,  perceiving 
his  host  staggered  by  the  iron  immobility  be 
displayed ; — "  «r«  we  Hchoolboy»— or,  think  you 
it  is  to  trj'  my  skill  with  the  bcA  twordaman  in 
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Vniiera  sat  don'D  subdued,  perhap*  flattered 
by  the  compliment,  and  flur";  away  his  undrawn 
n^r.  '•  Proceed,"  said  he ;  "I  have  to  beg 
your  pardon  ;  but  you  know  not  the  excitement 
the  topic  you  are  on  alwi        Buaes  me," 
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■  Ltl'i  talk  lit  ifnTta,  of  worm*,  and  (ijiitaphi ; 
Nilir  ilint  uiir  |»|>ct,  anil  irilh  tun^  «yi« 
n'litii  •urtuir  on  the  lioiom  of  Ihu  tarlh. 

Lvl'i  ehooM  uacutun,  uid  IaIU  of  villi. 

^ToD  ha*i  bul  iDUilMik  nw  *ll  Ibi*  whilw.** 

SHtxiruiis. 


•'  Wbll,  I  said,  look  at  Prance."  pursued  the 
alraogpT.  "  Truth  is  mukiitg  rapid  strides  there. 
If  vrv  couttl  but  live  long  enough  (o  we  the  glo> 
ricnia  work  dvrrloiml— if  vre  cotild  but:— Oh  I 
(or  a  few  years  longvr.  and  you  will  behold 
print  and  bishop  hurled  down, — ihe  wreck  of 
crowns  and  crosiers,  and  the  iiidqieiideiiM!  of 
man,  and  the  majesty  of  the  people  fimily  eata- 
blished ;  the  mummery,  the  gauds,  th«  throne, 
and  tlie  Babylonish  woman.—" 
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"  I  thought  you  rfjm:t«l  the  Seriptuie  ea- 

tiiwly,"  remarked  ^'illiers. 
'   "  Tru^  J  but,  my  good  sir.  may  1  not  borrow 
a  figure  r 

t' "'  I  have  little  |>alicnoe  for  figurative  lan- 
guage," said  Villiers,  •'  where  plain  s]>eBking 
will  answer  the  purpose  better," 
'  "  Well,  ^r,  you  ar?  the  most  unreasoDabli* 
^tleniao— and  hat-c  Kjwiletl  m  pnay  a  pifce 
of  rhetoric  withal ; — for  I  have,  somehow,  lo»J 
the  thread— you  undenttanJ; — pray  seiwl  for 
another  bottle  of  wine." 

He  draiik  deep;  hut  nine  ou  Schmidt  lisd 
idwut  as  much  effect  as  oii  llie  lun  of  Heiiieibrri;. 

"  1  might  tell  you  a  tale.  Captain  Villiers, 
that  would  harrow  up  yotir  mul ;  but  I  trill 
avoid  prolixity,  nor  frecw  your  young  blood, 
which  I  wi(ij>0!«'  has  hardly  reeoiiered  ilieeffedii 
of  that  severe  winter  of  tlurty-nioe. — by  gad, 
Ihal  tear  a  tickler ! 

"  The  mceliogt  of  our  club  were  held  in  a 
splendid  bouse — a  vajit  palace  belonging  to  a 
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iM>b1«man  nbscnt  with  tbe  army.  It  remftiiwcl 
in  charge  of  the  i>orU-r  of  our  club,  and  wc  had 
no  fear  of  ilioUirbunra.  Besides,  it  oontaiiml 
Mcrel  «)iiinibrnt,  tliat  rvvn  the  noblu  ownvr 
kDRW  not  of,  the  ivmeiubrance  of  whicli  had 
pasMxl  away  from  ull  but  his  K-rrant,  to  whom 
ih^  knowlril^'  had  been  hamlttd  down  through 
two  or  three  former  gpnerations  of  retainers,  and 
now  rested  but  witli  him — and  us.  There  wen 
DUDirrous  dark  pa.'Uiagea  to  ihre>a(I,  windiugs  like 
tlM»e  of  a  labyrinth— secret  chanibiT  wiltiiu  se- 
cret cliamber — and  a  concealed  ratruocc.  The 
dcril  bimwif,  bad  there  been  one,  would  not 
have  found  us  out.  Our  number  was  Umited, 
therefoiT  wr  noedc^l  not  much  room.  Y«t,  though 
Ihe  anlect  were  so  few,  we  made  {>roeel)les  with- 
out, and  a  member  was  nery  qiiurtcr  added  for 
MK  destroyed.  You  look  aniiued,  sir;  but  it 
wad  tbe  tree  act  of  the  mux — that  is,  if  he  nu 
brave ;  otherwise — " 

-  A*  You  lielfwd  him  off,  1  suppose,"  said  Vil- 
Uer*. 


ISO 
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i>'''You  obaU  luttr,"  conlinned  \be  atrancM-. 
"Viv  had  a  kw,  by  wbicb  we  boond  oufspIvp^ 
n  uliide,  by  imprccaUoDs  of  ibe  raoU  &arfnl 
nMure,— ^or  tlw  infriictioii  iraderml  us  UaUe  to 
(hr  desib  hy  ibi^  handw  of  &I1,  or  anv  o(  tbr  club. 
.tTbiit  law  obliged  one  of  us  to  die  by  lot  on  a 
certain  day  in  eaeb  quarter  of  tbe  yenr.  I'll 
tell  you  of  the  Ittat  laerilke  I  saw,  or  rather,  w3> 
neaOLto  aaustat. 

^■'  I'had  Mooted  for  six  years.  Tbe  day  came, 
— the  lot  was  cast.  Tltcre  had  been  for  Mooe 
time  a  strong  feeling  against  me  in  the  club, 
why,  1  am  ignorant ;  except  tl  was  roy  being  am 
£qgliahinaR  by  birib ;  and.  as  my  friends  ima- 
pned,  still  more  by  jirejtidice.  There  wBa  abo 
A  yoiiDg  man  named  Goldberg,  a  great  farcmrilc, 
who  bad  been  only  tlic  year  before  admitu-d. 
The  lot  fell  fairly  tijKm  him;  yet,  by  the  juggle 
of  a  (Muly,  it  was  declared  there  had  been  a 
nmtake.-imd  I  waa  pixmounccd  to  be  tlie  victim. 
Now  ever  bad  gone  alive  out  of  that  presence 
H-hom  tlie  lot  condemned  to  die.     He  had  tbe 
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eMa>-«f  dMh.  th*t  i«,  it*  tihapf;  but  it'muil 
be  inatant.  and  in  that  irhamber :  aiwl  hi>  ithoK 
nervp  f*iile<l  him  at  the  cmJB.  was  slaughtertd  by 
hi)t  fellows  in  cooformity  with  the  oath^-on  the 
one  part  binding  to  dcsrroy  wlf,  on  th«  othii-  lo 
show  no  mercy  ugtoii  him  tvho  Rvioccd  a  wunt  of 
lliat  moral  courage  whicll  raised  our  club  abore 
lu  anny  ofbrm^et.  For  it  was  well  kDowa  that 
our  society  did  exist;  yet  all  the  elToru  or  ihc 
ptdice  to  dtworer  us,  had  hillierto  been  itti- 
urailiti^." 

V'illi«n>  began  to  feel  some  qua)m§  of  cod- 
•cieooe  in  alltming  a  murderer,  as  ho  now  con- 
feeaed  himself,  to  remain  in  his  company ;  but 
int^restml  in  tlu*  n»rraltt«,  he  refrained  from 
expressing  his  seiitimcnls. 
1')*  I  ronsted  this  injustice,"  pitmied  Schnudl. 
"■  I  was  not  afraid  to  die ;  1  hud  seen  streams  of 
blood  flow  ill  that  cliamber.  The  vei-y  walls 
irere  dashed  with  the  spouls  of  gorv,  and  tlw 
floor  showf^  dark,  stains  that  told  of  moi^  -* 
deed  of  horror.     Yes,  air,  I  bad  beln-ld  self- 


182 


VILLIBM. 


■nunlm  of  ibe  brave,  and  tavage  flUu<B|hl«n  of 
the  timid.  I  /uid  been  tired  of  toy  life  when  I 
entered  ihat  society ;  but  I  vrill  confeSK,  Kiron^ 
as  my  nen-eo  were,  and  are,  1  was  startled,  1 
was  h^art-frozfn ;  I  becsmo  sickened  with  Ibp 
mangling  1  naa  now  f^orecd  lo  aoitt  in,  or  to 
witness;  but  onoe  a  m«mbpr,  there  was  no  »»• 
c«pc  ; — your  very  thouglits  wen.-  known,  it  would 
Almost  seem.  The  king's  closet, — nay,  the 
chancel,  the  altar  of  the  church  would  not  sft»e 
you,  if  you  but  niedilBted  secession ;  for  dia- 
corery  was  dn.-<id«l,  and  all  were  spies,  each 
upon  ttach.  But  now,  in  my  iiixlh  year  of  pro> 
bnlion,  I  had  ^ronn  old,  as  it  were,  in  blood. 

"  I  have  seen  the  youth  of  twenty,  and  the 
palsied  hand  of  aj^  attack  self-life,  with  a  cou- 
Ttge  lo  be  admired  by  a  Kumnn.  I  haw.  oerti 
the  shrieking  mout}i  of  deqtair  muffled,  while 
more  than  one  knil«  drank  the  heart'*  blood: 
how  different  the  coward  nuture  thai  requiml 
this  coercion,  from  the  admirable  bravery  tlutt 
oould.  unahakcn,  unspurred.  uncxcited.  d«libe> 
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rately  annihilate  seU!  /  had  (lone  ro  with  the 
brai'cst,  Ikad  my  lot  bc«n  fairly  cant ;  but  I 
r«peUei()  injuMicc  with  uidigiiutioQ.  oiul  rcfuaed 
10  beiXMne  the  victim. 
I."  In  »n  iiiMtant  a  *coro  of  (Uggprs  were  at  my 
throat.  '  Hold !'  I  cined, — ■  Htaiid  ofl', — 1  con- 
•eni  to  the  death.'  Tlipy  hesitated : — 1  ptuckcd 
the  fthining  steel  from  my  bosom,  and  all  Mat- 
tered barkwanl  1  brandifthml  my  pooianl,  and 
made  a  moveini-nt.  '  Beware  there !'  cncil  niuny 
voices  to  the  sentinel  without.  I  gathered  u|> 
my  whole  "irengih,  which  iii  not  a  little,  and 
flung  myself  at  tlie  door.     It  yielded, 

"'Beware  the  dt^'vil  Englishman  I'  shouted 
tw«n^  voices  in  lite  soflcst  German  accents. 
You  would  ttavr  thought  hi-ll  )uul  hroke  loose— 
I  wy  yott  would,  air.  None  dared  to  approach 
me.  '11>e  sentinel  retreated  to  the  end  of  the 
paaaage.  whose  barred  windows,  at  top,  ad- 
nttled  little  light, — a  sort  of  doubtful  gUnuner. 
ivhieh  in  apt  to  make  a  m»n  nil'tculculaU!  hia 
dhuaw  aomwinwa.     He  oi)i)OKcd  his  rapier :    I 
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hod  toy  doak  rolled  round  ■»}■  Uft  arm,  and 
put  liis  ncapon  aside,  nliile  I  ixmivrdod  hint 
ihrough  to  the  wry  back. 
,  "  \Vb  fell  together,  rolling  orer  and  oiw, 
don-a  one  flight  of  slone  strp*.  1  heard  the 
yell  of  many  ton^ies, — all  were  on  my  tr««a. 
Perhaps  you  thiuk  you  have  run  fagt  aftrr  a 
crickcl-ball,  or  in  a  fool-rucc.  Captain  Villiers. 
before  now  i  but  did  you  ever  rua  for  your  lifr  f 
I'iil  you  do  iliut,  you  nill  not  know  nbal  Eut 
running  i*.  /  ran — I  flew, — lightning,  scarcely 
thought,  was  ijuicker  Uian  roy  flight.  I  threaded 
the  intricate  puBsugc.*,  and  long  dusky  gallmes ; 
I  crQSG«d  d(^«ol  at  (■•looking  cluinibcni ;  1  clcJuvd 
flights  of  Htain  at  a  bound,  d«(^(Muting  Hom^ 
leaping  up  others;  end,  as  breath  had  nearly 
lefl  me,  I  found  niysolf  at  a  low  aniall  door, 
which  yipldpd  to  my  violence,  and  at  otitc  I  wiw 
in  the  broad  glare  of  day. 

"  Afy  pursuers  wuni  baffled.  I  had  ui- 
oonsciously  taken  a  wrong  turn,  and  now  «toodt 
bloody  and  brvatlile»s,  not  alone,  but  surrounded. 
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by  msn'fi  cfR^,— or,  lo  ttpruk  {)litinly,  «r,  1 
wu  ii)  »  ttuoiary's  yard ;  nn<l  lier«,  tliankful 
for  nicli  ii  chauci'of  coiircalment,  I  hid  tilt  mghi- 
I'all,  when  I  crejrt  out  from  amongst  the  dirt 
and  rubbish,  and  presented  myacir  suddenly 
boron;  my  fullicr.  t 

■'It  was  Sunday  rmning,  «nd  the  good  c^d 
man  wait  rrading  his  Bible.  He  raised  his 
eyes  at  the  noia«  of  tuy  approach,  (for  I  had  not 
itpokcn,)  and,  beholding  a  figurr  wntTw!  with 
blood  and  dirt,  he  sturted  from  hi»  chatr  in 
amaxcmcnt;  but  quickly  recognising  nic,  after 
a  tcrutiny  assisit^l  by  his  spectacles,  he  ex- 
claimed, '  It  is,  indeed,  my  son !  But  what 
mean  these  torn  clothes  and  this  blood  ?  ^Vhere 
is  your  wound  ?  Speak,  Itans,' — for  by  that 
nam«  1  was  alwayn  cuIIcm],  though  my  proper — " 
"Well,  tWTcr  mind,"  said  Villiera.  • 

"  You  mean  '  who  cares  T  "  observed  Schmidti' 
"Well,  that's  natural,  but  not  civil,  on  your 
part.  Captain  Villiers,  I  »houId  have  observed 
more  courtesy  towards  you ;  but  it  is  a  mttter 


I  afTM.  Well,  sir,  1  see  Toti 
■  1  have  ■»  wauDd.'  I  rcplkd  to 
■7  fa«b(r'»  oKtwiM*:  *I  bai«  kiUeil  a  num.' 
*  Ib  a  dsl  t  mhf  wfat  wtlbaffj  aeeiimA  an 
|M  •  ma^mrr  md  b*.  '  Id  bo  dud.'  I 
icpbd;   'bnl  in  a^MMnee.  mad  murdnvr  I 


Mrreoder  yourself  to  justice'  far  *x- 
ebiranL  '  Alu,  abi  t  It  is  eonK>  upon  nu> 
aa  I  opfOBdt  Yea  ban  disgraced  the  name 
jM  bear,  ina  the  hour  of  \-our  birtl^  and 
Uood  » the  «id  of  jour  career.  Go,  surrender 
jwundftojuvuce-'  '1  caQDot,*  I  replied,  hatUly; 
■and  hen  I  dan  not  linger:  evtfry  minute  ia 
wortii  an  mgt  to  mc  rl»r«tbrtv.  Oihen  would 
be  tmplicatvd  were  1  to  drlirrr  mj-iwlf  into  the 
hand*  of  tbc  law.  You.  erea,  would  b»  in 
danger.     So,  no,  it  cannot,  muM  not  be.' 

.  "  My  fatlier  was  not  cuily  startled  from  hW 
pioprirl)',  and  tiad  quickly  regained  his  com- 
poiure.  Still  holding  in  his  hand  th«  haU- 
«IiMMI  fiible,  be  regarded  n>efTMl)^a  look  tiut 
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few  cjTM  haw  ever  been  able  to  faze  againtt 
with  firmnf«i, 

" '  You  bavr  killed  a  man,'  he  naicl ; '  and  j-el, 
allhough  you  uy  it  km  in  nelf-delence,  yoa 
dare  not  uirrender  younwlf  to  juitioe!  You 
miwt  (hen  be  a  murderer,  and  a  liar.— Awaj'! 
No  murderer,  or  blood-iliirsty  man,  finds  refuge 
vith  me.  Away,  before  1  Kt  the  kouU  upon 
jfour  tnwk !  Hwo  you  shall  not  stay,  ewn  if 
you  would.' 

•"Father,  I  am  pennile»,*  I  aaid.  and  cried 
piteausly,  for  I  was  then  young  in  years — '  I  um 
pdinilcMe,  and  I  am  innot^ent ;'  and  I  knelt  be- 
fore luni,  but  as  I  did  so  the  bloody  kiufo  fell 
from  my  breast. 

•■'"•"Away,  murderer!'  cried  my  inexorable 
purent  onee  more.  '  Blood  will  have  blood. 
He  wIm)  livn  by  the  sword  sliall  die  by  (lie 
•word;  but  Heaven  slnll  take  its  own  litm); 
and  I,  for  my  oflVinrrN,  ani  your  father.'  He 
turned  away  his  head  :  there  was  some  strong 
fteling  wringing  bis  heart,  but  be  spoko  not; 
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Mnd,  going  to  a  buresu,  took  out  a  purw  of 
dollars,  with  a  tevt  gaUl  picom  anMrngxt  tbcm^ 
and  fluDg  it  at  my  fiTl :  and  I  deparfed. 

"  1  knew  that  all  the  daggers  of  that  dreadful 
wcret  institution  ncrc  thtrsttng  for  inv  blood. 
In  Berlia  I  dajx^  not  May  that  niglit;  Imii  in 
abort,  sir,  I  arrived  in  England  aafe  and  sound, 
and  now — " 

. "  What  has  all  this  lo  do  with  my  afliiir*  ?" 
Hai<)  Villiers,  impatient,  but  not  uninter«!tted.  ^' 
••  Every  thing, — crery  thing,"  replied  Schmidt;' 
"  Wttt,  I  was  in  Englaiul ;  but  the  dciil  of  any 
gold  or  silver  di<l  1  m«  likely  to  be  ]>ickf>d  up 
for  the  stooping,  or  had  for  the  asking.  KiUTiion 
was  necessary,  and  being  something  of  a  musician, 
1  took  to  fiddling.  This  was,  how«rer.  a  flight 
btiieatl)  me,  and,  morcoTOr,  the  market  was 
already  atockcil  to  fulnn^.  I  left  London,  and 
came  out  at  on«  of  the  pronneial  theatrps  as 
an  actor;  aiid  /inditig  my  powers  grrut,  I  adopt- 
ed tliD  stage  Hi  my  prolenKion,  and,  Umu^  } 
suy  [I,  Captain  ^'illi6rit,    I  excited  no  common 
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decree  of  sensation  in  th«  world.     You   have, 
tloubdesB.  heard  of  Mr.  Smith:  well,  sir,  I  am 
iliiit  man, — I.  sir.  am  (hat  celebrated  tregedian. 
But  whether  from  my  slightly  forci|ni  accent, 
or  from  whatever  cause,  the  people  toolc  a  di>- 
Uk>*  to  my  pefformance,  and  the  otlier  actor*' 
became  jvolouH,  a«  I  believo,  of  my  superiority,  ti- 
'•  I  was  now  rather  adrii^,  and  obliged  to  cast 
about  for  anothiT  plan  of  life.     I  thought  of 
ll>e  law.     1  got  letters  of  recommendation  from 
my  father,  and  behold  me.  sir,  a  limb  of  that 
renowned  profession.      I    got  hint*  on  convey- 
ancing by  which — "  ,' 
"I   cio  not  doubt    you    pro6led,"    obf«rred 
Villieni ;    but  Schmidt  would  not  underslnnd 
hi«  meaning,  and  proceedinl.                             -.*  I 
.,^J  ,«nnt,  ..iodeed,    mently  a  humbW  clerk i 
but  bad  I  not  been  curtod  wtih  my  uiual  bad 
luck,  I  might  have  been  called  to  the  Bar,  aitd 
reached  lh«  highest  elevation." 
.  "  1  do  not  doubt  it, "  a^ain  remarked  ViUientri 
/,'.!, was  Mispeoled  of  going  tov  great  lengthaff.- 
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said  Schmidt,  nothing  inlerruptMl,  "mifa  the 
niysUrks  of  my  profoMKii>ii>  »n<l  vtstf  ohVigeA  to 
aeek  a  frvsli  employer ;  but  my  |>ittron,  not 
ffi-isbiiig  10  blast  the  prospects  of  a  youug  nutn 
of  ability  like  iny»elf,  reconimendKl  me  to  Mr. 
Gibbons,  at  D'  >  — ah,  sir !  now  you  com* 
prebend, — you  so^  as  Shuk»pcw«  mj'S,  '  ihr 
manner  of  it,'  as  it  were :  1  {lefceira  j'ou  eoiii* 
prebend  how  the  land  \m, — a  nod  is  ott  good 
as  a  wink  to  a  blind  honao,"  conclttdod  Schmidt 
with  uppurt-nt  iiinocenoe  orpur(X)»e. 

"  Pray.  Captain,  order  a  little  table-beer,  iae, 
aa  I  eaid  before,  it  is  dry  talking.  Mr.  Gibbon^ 
sir,"  he  proceeded,  aflcr  h  huge  draught  of  the 
beverage — "  Mr.  Gibbons  was  a  upk-ndtd  lel- 
low :  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  liw  law 
lumself,  he  could  ixTceivc  where  ability  lay  in 
others;  and,  in  the  more  difficult  parts  of  his 
duty,  or,  I  should  say,  the  more  delkate.  hr 
always  availed  himself  of  my  asaisiancei^-r 
Others  of  his  young  men  strained  at  gnats,  who 
would,  for  tlwtr  own  beudit,  lum  boiled  cameb ; 
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on  ttu>  Mtntrary,  I  miide  gnats  of  all  the.  camole 
he  offered  me,  and  I  sooo  became  his  Tavourile^ 
his  glorious  Apollo— his  fidua  Achates — hk 
Orcetcs — liis — " 

"  Pray,  )>niy,  spare  mc  these  classical  rhap- 
"(odics,"  said  Villi«rs.  "  I  am  npt  to  gc*  ncrrous 
at  the  T«collection  or  all  I  hud  to  uitdcrgo  in 
my  niOK  yoiithftil  days." 
*''  "  Yoii  ftre  yet  young  enough  fo  do  mischief,* 
said  Schmidt.  "  \\'hy,  the  bloom  of  youth  is 
still  fresh  Oq  your  cheek,  sir, — my  oertes ;  but 
there  is  a  lady  yet, — well,  well,  sir,  I  see  you 
are  impatient.  Lord  Bcuuliru,  lh«  fact  is, 
about  ihis  lime, — but  I  think  you  metitionvd 
mgagiemmitx,  perhaps  I  had  belter  defer  my 
oommutiications  on  this  head."  " 

" '  "  No,  no, — go  on,  go  on,"  exclaimed  Villicrs. ' 
*^-"' Report  cnmc  that  Lord  Beaulivn  i*ait  dying. 
Il  it])pc«red  ttwt  he  had  oei«r  made  a  will;  or 
if  Ite  liad,  it  vras  iiol  forthcoming.  At  all  evenlB 
we  liad  lo  draw  up  a  Fresh  one.  I  say  we,  (or  I 
WW  my  potrou's  doubl«  -,  in  me  be  put  impliat 
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ronfidrner,  and  I  wnt  <lecvii'ed  him  ;  iior  would 
I  now  diviil^-  what  I  am  about  to  do,  but  for 
111*  nanl  of  gra1ttud<!  to  mc.  Lord  BcaHlieiiR 
sudden  illnc*"  brought  hU  wstcr  to  \m  brd-si'di'. 
who,  yoii  know,  Mir.  from  bving  m  miK'h  younn^rr 
thai)  himself,  had  never  been  a  compaDioD  in 
him  ;  and  ftxim  tome  otlter  cause,  n-aa  not  a 
great  fii^-oiiriU',  cvm  1o  the  (lay  of  bis  death 
She  nas  »eni  far,  however ;  or  nltpthor  she  wts 
or  not,  ibere  sbe  stood,  by  tlie  old  lord's  bed- 
side, when  we  entered  ihc  room,  according  to 
his  request.  Ttie  will  tvas  drawn  up,  and 
Biirnel  Royul,  wilb  all  its  lands,  teacmenU, 
tueoituages— *' 

"  Well,  well,  that's  all  underMood,"  exclaitmtl 
Villicrs,  agitated  by  various  feelitigs. 

"  You  must  allow  a  )awy«r  to  lell  Ui«  elorj' 
hilt  own  way,"  xaid  Sehmidt,  serioiwly.  "  Xow, 
sir,  I  am  about  to  exliibit— I  am  going  to  un- 
ravel the  most  artfully  weained  tissue  of  fraud, 
sir — " 

"  E^nrc  me  all  ibis  flowery  language,"  said 
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Villkrn;  "and  wy,  in  plain  Englkli,  what  j-oii 
•BW,  or  heard,  or  Ak\ ;  for  vwry  tiling  d^pciulfi 
upon  this  " 

"  t  know  if  <loc«.  .lir, — I  know  it  dow,  my 
good  Caplatn  Villiers;  but  the  law  still  murt 
hat'p  its  courw, — it  miist  not  be  f«lterc<I,  and 
will  nol  be  coDtrollnl." 

"  W«H,  Mr,  lake  your  own  way,  in  llio  devil'* 
name!"  replied  ViUiers,  crmHlng  lu*  arniH,  and 
sefthi^  )<>»  l«eth ;  while,  as  if  forcing  ltim»clf  to 
be  patient,  he  leaned  back  in  his  chair,  awl 
fixed  his  eyeH  on  the  ceitins;. 

"Now,  sir,"  continual  Schmidl.  "perhaps 
you  think  that  I  was  going  to  wiy  the  will  was 
tlMimi  up  in  yotir  favour?" 

"  Or  eW  you  need  not  have  gone  all  this  way 
round  to  (ell  me  any  thing  about  it,"  said  ViU 
licr*,  «  liille  staggcTtid;  for  he  had  allowed  hi* 
expectations  to  be  raised  to  th<*  biglu-«t  pitch. 

••  No  wich  thing,  sir,"  rrplied  (he  tormenting 
clerk, — Burnel  lto\'al,  witli  its  lands,  tenements 
messuages,—" 
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"  DiiiTRnation,«ir!"  thundoiwd  ViltMrs;  "if you 
make  use  of  that  phntM'  ngmii,  you  sImII  ^  oat 
of  the  room  fuKlor  tlinii  you  came  into  h  ;  jmkI  by 
iinollier  way.  jierhap!!. " 

"  Aye,  perhaps, — and  perhaps  not,  Captain." 
rt-pUed  Schmidt,  with  infinite  sang  froid.  "  Why. 
ytm  are  the  most  bnpaHent  and  unreawnable 
man  I  e\-er  mme  acrom : — but  to  proewcl,  Bumcl 
Roj'al.  wllb— in  short  all  Lord  Beaulieu's  pro- 
perly was  de\-»e(l, — you  underHtand,  sir.  whicb 
moans  bequeattied— that  is,  lostated, — in  fad, 
left,  as  we  niav  say,  t(H— nol  to  vo«,  sir,  btit  to 
Mm.  Myddlfrlon,— to  have  and  to  hold,  and 
eetera; — however,  the  will  was  made  in  het 
fa^wir." 

It  vroiild  be  vain  to  attempt  a  description  of  Vil- 
]icr>>'  pcrliirbKtioD,  disappointment,  and  wrath, 
Ht  this  unexpected  tiirti  friven  to  tlie  narratiw  «f 
the  Btnnf^r.  It  would  be,  perhagis,  no  easy  ta^, 
either  to  porlriiy  that  stranger's  counlenanee,  as 
he  sat  gloitliiig  uml  gazing  on  tlie  victim  of  his 
toniivni.  like  a  cat,  lo  use  an  uncommon  simile. 
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plavin^  (TiUi  a  niouM<.  At  longtli  VillierH  sal 
tlown,  and  buried  his  face  in  his  baada. 

■■  Slill,  and  for  evor  a  beggar,"  itaid  he;  as 
uncomciotiti  ihat  Selimidt  was  in  the  room — 
"  a  poor,  dftipiscd,  pennilosa  outcast." 

"  From  vrhom  I  am  to  get  ten  tliousaDd 
pounds,"  obwrrcj  Sclmiidt,  in  the  same  lanteiil- 
abl«  tone. 

"  Do  not  trifle  with  m«  any  tong;er,  sir,"  said 
Villier%  iiErrnly ;  "  or  I  may  forget  that  you 
claim  llie  rights  of  hospitality :  but  U»\o  tlir 
house,  before  worse  eomes  of  it." 

"  No  worse  can  come  to  j-ou,  sir,"  said  8rhmidt ; 
"you  have  already  heard  that  Mrs  MyddletOD 
had  all  the  property  lefX  tier,  »nd  when  Ihiiig* 
are  at  the  worst,  tliey  must  mend.  What  think 
you  of  another  will  ?" 

Villiers  made  one  bound  atrnn^  the  room,  from 
the  side-table,  where  he  had  tlirown  hinuirlf  in  a 
cliair,  and  seizing  Schmidt  by  the  collar,  de- 
nlared  ittat  if  h«  did  not  make  good  the  expecla- 
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lions  ho  sought  to  raise,  he  would  tear  hit  heirt 
from  im  braiut, 

"  Kf«p  your  hnnds  off,"  said  Sdimidl,  ahiik. 
in^  liiiM^lf  clear,  and  graapin|:  liis  ovroixl,  Be- 
«en>.  Captain  Villipni.  how  you  louL-h  mi;  ngain. 
Speak  what  you  like,  I  haie  »hi-wn  trrnpir 
enough  lo  )-our  loogue  to-night ;  but  lay  nM 
Vour  hands  on  m«,  or  by  tho  sacred  pomers 
you  tnist  in.  I  will  lei  you  see  there  are  nrord*- 
men  in  Prostia  as  veil  a«  Eugland,  aye,  aiul 
better  loo." 

Villters  wanted  not  a  second  iniimatian  or  (be 

kind.     Hi«  sword  was  ^liiterin^  bolorv  tlie  eyen 

i>(  Sclimidt  in  an  instant      Thry  wtTe  both  on 

their  frot,  and  lunge  aiid  parry  were  cschenged 

with  infinite  riipHlity.     Both  irn«  to  pedectly 

musters  of  their  weapons,  tliat  fire  minutes  had 

h«en  expended  without  the  sUghtest  advnnla^ 

bn  cither  ntdc,— a  long  time  for  a  sword  eu- 

roumer;   and    ihey    wen-    leaning    with    that 

whole  weight  agatnat  their  crossed  rapiere,  pern- 
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ing  for  brvAth,  whvn  Cotonrl  TliornhiU  luerily 

"  Wh»t  in  the  nu>anin«  of  tliLi,  gimllemcyi  T* 
Ik  <ienuu>df^,  auihontulii cly. 

"  Sir,**  continued  h«  to  Schniidi,  "  1  request 
yo«  to  sheatlic  your  sword ; — Captain  VillU'rs, 
I  order  you  to  do  the  Bsme." 

Schmidt  coolly  returned  his  to  tlie  acabburd. 
and  «tood  at  a  tittle  distance,  waiting,  an  it  wen, 
for  the  mtoraiion  of  pvuoi-  and  quiet,  to  GnL>b 
hi«  (-rrand.  Villiers,  highly  agitated,  and  some- 
what ashamed  of  being  surprixod  vilh  such  a 
dtsr^rjHitable  antagonist,  ibrrw  lus  umbeallied 
weapon  on  tlw  sofii,  aitd  Mil  down.  At  length 
Iw  Mttd,  "  Mr.  Smith,  I  hv,a  not  only  put  my 
hands  on  you,  but  drawn  my  sword  againat  you 
in  my  own  house.  Vou  have  but  yourself  to 
blam«,  however;  yvA  1  must  »till  iLcknowtcdgc 
niy  rrgrct  for  having  done  «>,  and  beg  once  for 
all  that  you  will  tell  me  truly  and  fairly  if  any 
ihint;,  and  nliat,  you  know  as  coniwcu-d  with 
Lord  Beaulieu,  regards  nw." 
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Schmidt  Ittoked  at  the  astonished  Thornhitl. 

"  Colonel  Thomhill  is  my  friend,  and  yw 
niay'ftppuk  frwly  before  him — if  yoM  «  leaM 
have  HO  KcnipK-*." 

^'  Not  I — none  in  the  world."  said  thv  stranger. 
'*  Now,  regarding  tlie  paper  I  huv*  in  my  pocket, 
Cilptain  Tillicru,  iind  wbicli,  if  you  had  not  been 
so  hnsty,  I  was  about  to  explain  iho  folly  there 
would  have  be«n  in  ttiy  reqitesting  (Vom  you, 
were  1  not  certain  that  you  would  liave  ihi- 
means  of  redeeming  it;  and  from  what  I  tun 
goinff  lo  say,  j-ou  will  see  the  little  prudeoc* 
there  was  just  now  in  risking  your  lifc,  when 
a  few  minutes'  attention  would  haw  put  all  lo 
rights." 

'"■•"I  hoi»  it  will,"  said  Villiera;  "but  you  try 
my  patience  to  the  utmost." 

"Patience! — 1  did  not  know  yoti  had  any,"" 
remarked  Schmidt ;  "  at  least  I  haw  <li<ieoT<^red 
iioni-  iut  jet." 

"'ITiere,  air,*'  said  Vil!it>n(,  ix-tulamly,  jul- 
dresHing  Thomhill;  "that  i«  the  way  be  lias 


VIU.ISRS. 


199 


^no  on  ti»  whole  evening,  alwaj-s  quibbling, 
atui  tM'vcr  ooining  to  th«  point." 

"  Nay,  the  latter  iiMJtwii  /  tU>ny,"  Mud  llif! 
Colonel,  jocularly.  , , 

"  Tltimk  ywi,  sir,  tliank  you  for  your  frieiully 
flMpport,"  aaid  SchmUli,  with  mock  gr<>Ti(y. 
"  You  are  to  know  llial  1  tiave  brought  Cu|>t«ui 
ViUiers  g«od  nen's ;  but  whene^-er  I  am  about 
10  <leli\^r  i),  he  has  bis  swonl  at  my  tkroaU" 

"  Go  on,  Mr,  go  on,  aa  you  plnuo,"  returned 
Villiern ;— "  I  am  j-oiir  niariyr,  for  the  rest  of 
the  time  you  ehoose  to  honour  me  with  )-o»r 
pTBsence." 

"  Do  you  ronwniber,"  at  length  resumed 
Schmidt,  with  the  air  of  one  who  addresses 
himself  neriouftly  to  basineu;  "  do  you  remem- 
ber getting  into  disgrace  with  Lord  Bcaulieu 
about  some  college  scrape,  wWn  you  htfo  going 
to  be  married,  at  eighteen,  to  tlw  duughlvr  of 
a  miller  near  Canibridgi' ;  and  when  you  were 
prei-entcd  by  «  friend  of  hia  lordship's  coming 
down,  you  were  so  imprudent  as  to  write  a  letter 
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whkh  ncnrly  broke  lli4<  ol<l  gNillntiftnVtiNM'; 
H  wort  of  fivling  iut  «oon  re«ivM«I  from,  iwrrr- 
iIwImb,  and  gol  as  angry  as  li«  vait  1>pfore 
gritred  V  " 

t""  f  do,  lo  my  sorrow,"  replied  VillietK ; — I 
niwuibiT  it  all  perfectly, — I  never  »aw  hini 
afterwards." 

•"  Ah,  well,  dir,  Httrid'a  JUtvt — and  crtera, 
iind  CPtem ;— howerer.  it  n'&s  at  this  linie  ihat 
lie  took  «o  iH,"  pursiiod  Sctimidi ; — '•  it  wai"  at 
Ihia  lime  he  sent  for  his  sisler, — it  was  at  this 
lime  that  he  made  his  will  in  her  favour  instead 
of  yours ; — and  it  was  at  this  time  that  he  dkl'nt 
die,  lo  llic  grpat  disappoiiitnient  of  the  uforessid 
sister.  Mm  Mj-ddlelon." 

"  Gouil,"  Mid  ThornhiH ;  "  )'Our  style  a  per-" 
s{H(nious  and  <)ecided,  though  peculiar ; — praj 
proceed." 

"  But  this  vfas  not  vtry  long  iJefore  Ite  did 
dfT""^" '"  good  eariiesi.''  olwerved  Villiers.  ' 

'•  Right,  air;  and  iM-fon*  his  doath  he  made  ' 
apotlter  will,  by  which  he  devised  certain  estates 
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in  ComwiiU  uml  Glouue«trn>hiiv,  bewde*  Burwl 
Koyxl,  «iili  iu  Uuilii,  tenemento, — " 

ViUi«rs  for«aoeing  nbal  was  to  conuii  this  limt' 
bunt  into  a  heany  laugh. 
I  "  And  messuages,  and  cetera^  and  cKttr%  mkI 
cetera,"  roarixl  Sclimit!!,  in  a  corresponding  lom- 
of  good  buiiiour, — "to  Charles  Villicrs,  Esq.. 
wbicU  nill  bring  him  in  an  aiimiily  of  aboait 
1*30,000;  though  tlw  ftrnt  year  hv  will,  I  vhUx- 
tain  a  suspicion,  ooly  ncti  twenty  thereof." 

,rHow  is  that?"  demanded  Itiurnhill,  Mir- 
prixcsj,  yet  del!ghte<l  <tt  lliid  iinrxpvcled  |)iecc  of 
good  fortune  lo  hl.s  friviul. 
I  "  Ob,  the  Captain  under^ands." 

"  Aim!  agrees,"  said  Villicra.     "  But  whort'  i» 
ibe  will  ?■• 

"  That  is  matter  for  your  privale«ar,"  returned 
Schmidt, 

. "  I  go,"  said  Tliornhiil.  "  1  only  cajne  ut 
your  wrvaul't  rvquust,  who  said  (hut  pislol*  «ih1 
swords  were  somewhat  rife  at  an  earliM-  liour  ol' 
the  OToiiing." 
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"  Nny,  nir,"  ncclalntnl  Schmidt ;  ■■  you  mIuiII 
Aral,  pledge  the  rightful  heir  ia  a  bumper, — b| 
mine  honour  but  you  shall !"  -■ 

"  A  simngc  fish,  i'failh !"  thought  the  Colonel; 
but  sllowing  hiniaelf  to  be  detiuiMd. 

Churlc«  put  bis  last  bottle  on  the  inblc. 

"  Now  ilien,"  cried  the  PniaaiaD,  riiiing,  with 
B  full  goblet  in  hand, — "  A  hndih,  it  hralih. 
sir ! — 1  give  }-ou,  '  that  hopcAil  ^tlt-niaii,  Ca[>- 
tain  Villiere,'  aa  old  John  Guilliiu  hsth  it.  H« 
beareth  snblo,  a  ffusc  brtwt'rn  thrc*'  rinquvfoiU, 
argent: — hip,  hip,  hurruli !  I-oug  may  Iw  wor- 
thily, and  with  honour,  bear  the  mme!" 

"  Curse  your  cinquefoiU !"  said  the  Colonel. 
■•  Let  them  be  good  downright  guineas ;  Or, 
iuKtead  of  argent," 

"Right,  sir,  right;"  returned  Schmidt;-— 
"  you  ar*'  tlic  niiin  for  my  money. — Right,  air. 
right ;  tliough  the  Inst  is  good  enough,  4o  there 
be  plenty  of  it  And  I  prefer  such  a  bluou 
to  thnt  of  ttto  noble  Cotnes,  Conradua  Witlcn- 
burgen«i«-" 
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"  What  may  timt  be  ?"  denKiKl«l  Tliornhill. 

'•Many,  an  empty  pune,  proper!''  cried 
SchmKll ;  and  as  \iv  rnplcniahed  liis  ghixa,  the 
Colonel  look  Ute  op|>ortuDity  of  Jepartiug. 

"  Caroltne  will  give  you  br?akfa>t,"  aaitl  hi',  as 
)io  shook  Villiers'  hand. 

Charln  no(ldr>d  uiummiI,  and  li«  was  ooov  nion- 
alono  with  the  Prussian. 

"  Now,  Capiituii,"  said  the  )aU«r,  adr&DCJn^, 
wiib  determinalion  on  bin  bnnv,  yvt  with  more 
eoolncM  ihiin  {rom  hia  frequent  libatioa»  might 
tiave  bfen  expected — "  I  swear  by  tlw  world,  and 
all  \'DU  hold  lHii<liiig  iu  it,  that  you  ntatf  t«ar  my 
haort  out — thai  i»,  i(  you  can,  before  I  gii-c  you 
one  iota  of  Halisfoctioo  on  the  subject  of  tbi<  will, 
unlesa  you  as  solemnly  dc^'larr  tliul,  wliaU-^ttr  I 
may  have  done  with  re^rd  to  it,  I  shall  not  be 
implicaiod  in  point  of  law ; — that,  in  fact,  you 
will  not  proceed  a^nst  mc  ;^siiQd  further,  that 
if  1  should  be  likely  to  sufTer,  you  will  protect 
nie  to  tin*  vrry  utmort  of  your  power : — and  yet 
riirtlKf,  that  you  will  uke  luch  st^ps  a«  ntay 
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■prcvpBl  more  of  my  evklAner  bring  r«(uir«I, 
ihiin  in  al)!iolu(«ly  and  i-<»entially  tuvpssnry  to 
(be  pulling  you  in  poasmsion.  PerliniK  no  U^ni 
process  may  brvnlpird  into;  but  sliould  there — " 
-■Villiers  made  ilie  required  asseveration,  juid 
iben  demanded  what  Schmidt  knew. 
■*'  "  I  know  that  1  hitve  got,  mik)  have  Iwd,  ewr 
il  was  made,  the  will  in  my  snfe  pouaw 
^ioD*— «r  as  good ;  and  now  1  will  tell  you  bon- 
it  <-amo  there — " 

"  I  was  at  ihv  drawing  up  of  the  fir^  will,  av 
I  before  told  you.  I  was  not.  however,  at  ihe 
wcond ;  but  I  knew,  from  the  busUe  of  impon- 
ancc  about  my  patron,  Mr.  GiblKKix,  and  the  frr- 
<|ueiil  ioumej'S  to  and  from  Bumel,  that  some* 
thing  was  in  llie  wli>d.  1  am  not  easily  put  oS" 
a  iHvnt,  wlicn  1  gvt  my  norte  on  it;  and  1  know 
HOI  nbat  more  than  curioaity  could  hare  at  tiM- 
time  induced  me  to  prj'Mrlosely  into  this  HtTair. 
J  bucccrded,  hoii'cver,  to  my  entire  atisfaclion. 
Mr>.  Mytldlclon  bail  hurried  down  on  the  re|>ort 
of  the  old  lord'»  second  illnrat ;  and  1  hare  good 
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T>eaM>n  lo  know  tliut  hIk  nml  Gi)>liom  were  at 
(hat  tjni«  oflfii  cIomUxI  logetfaer.  What  was  the 
result  of  ibeir  cooferencM  at  tlie  lim«.  of  courei- 
I  could  only  m«pi'ct.  How  much  Giblions  ^ut 
for  conoettlin^  thia  but  will,  or  for  iu  ite»true- 
lioii,  a*  \w  bclie>'«l,  I  wnn  knevt.  II«  wan  ul, 
thU  t'lnw  ovn^  horned  with  bufliness ;  and  to  add 
10  hiv  trouble,  liunpvpr  [>rofil»bl«  all  lhi»  inif^ht 
Im>,  hia  two  0<ther  cK-rk^  d<«(rrt«d  htoi.  in  Jealousy 
of  tiix  shewing  m«  so  much  favour ;  and  he  U'ft 
liie  will  just  signed,  and  witnessed  by  two  country 
•en'ttDts,  carelessly  enough  on  a  shelf,  exposed  to 
the  fingm  of  any  one  who  ehoNU  lo  infurm  ibeni- 
•*lfM  of  its  rontofilic  and  thi*  did  I,  and  ob- 
»n-ving  the  myittctry  and  care  thcrv  was  about 
the  affair,  I  flung  some  old  wa.tte  pnrchrocntii  in 
tt»  plac?,  which  I  told  the  maid  to  burn  that 
very  iiftmioon,  taking  citppcial  sumy  that  I  had 
got  the  proper  document  safe. 

"  WrtI,  sir,  I  waited  and  waited,  to  see  if 
iliere  would  be  n  piece  of  work  mwlc.  Oibbons. 
I  could  perceive,  ttncw  ik>I  what,  in  tlu?  hurry  of 
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tfn^immi  me  abont  » 
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tk  hi*  Cm*  sp  whm  fa»  JiliiuhI  da;  od 
a|;aUL  and  agaiB.  he  i 
1  iMUfited  mj  I 
cmmm)  ibe  anideat.  aad 
lor  the  bunii^,  wfaea  far  ' 

■mNg  it  va>  •  dMg  of  •» 

«  be  bebMvL  Iwl  beco  in  ^    OTeawKki 

n mill  -'II    with  Mn.  M.^ddlnoB  ■■  tfe 

mbfcct  I  caa  cnlv  gvcM— pabafs  I  hmt 

fciour." 

-  Aod  what  did  job  silk  it! 


vminn  TfSJ 

••  I  p«it  it  in  •  tin  ai«c,  Tor  future  u-to,  anrli  lu 
ilie  preMint,  you  tww,  «ir ;  for  I  do  tiot  wi§h  j'ou 
to  belieT«  that  I  thouglit  of  the  grattficaliiMi  of 
Mrrisg  any  body  btit  ntyifclf  by  it" 

■••  I  do  you  e*-ery  justice."  said  Villiera ;  "  but 
where,  wpt-ciaily,  n»y  thia  said  case  iiow  be  ?" 

"it  is  buri«d  in  a  wood,  >oine  two  or  three 

mitnoulofD ,"  replied  Schniidi,  '•where, 

by  particular  marks,  opposite  a  musM  of  rock. 
ftiid  XM-at  a  «iro«ni  of  water,  1  could  put  my 
spade  OD  it  almost  blindfoidtKl." 

"  You  must  be  a  cle^-cr  frllow,"  said  Villier*; 
"  but  are  you  wrc  it  i«  there  now  V 

"  I  have  taken  the  beet  meana  to  atwertain  its 
»c«irity." 

"  By  never  going  near  the  spot  sinoe,  and 
tberrby  not  inviting  suspicion." 

Vitlkn  lliought,  ■*  should  this  fellow  die,  tlie 
cause  iti  lottt  to  me  for  aver.  How  foftunate  thM 
our  quarrel  ended  ao  well !" 

He  resolved  to  lose  no  time  then  in  jtooseaang 
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hilMelf  or  the  precious  relic ;  and  havbg  utu-n 
ineiisureB  accordingly,  or  rniliur  Uid  plaus  urilb 
Sobiuidl  for  ihcm,  ihe  rulliaTi  wao  dinni^aed. 

"  A  most  agreeable  iic^uuiRtance !"  said  ViJ- 
tient,  lu  htf  withdrew,— a  Hott  of  auistant  miir- 
ilerer  by  pror«3sion,  an  acknowledged  shar|>er 
and  chfat,  and  in  all  pmlxiMtily  a  notorious 
tliicf.  I  ]ioi>c  he  will  not  lioQour  nie  with  his 
company  in  the  streets.  "  And  jeti"  continw^d 
the  CBpKiiii,  "a  pWsanter  puxo  of  inlcilip-nre 
than  tliis  he  has  brought,  I  haw  oot  receivnl  lor 
some  time." 

The  night  was  now  waning;  indeed,  when 
Villiers  looked  at  ht>t  walch,  lie  found  it  nrar 
four  o'clock.  There  was  sufficient  to  occupy  hta 
thoughts ;  and  the  rcmaiiidrr  of  llie  waiaffiil 
part  of  r)ic  tweiiIy>ronr  hours  allotted  to  man'« 
ace — jvt  a  blessed  and  balmy  waste^was 
tl  in  ]>acing  up  and  down  his  room, 
building  castles  and  throwing  Ihcm  down,  with 
the  facility  which  long  ex|)ericnco  had  giiTcn  him 
in  tlio  art.     Sleep  lie  could  not ;  the  preaenci* 
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of  Schmidt  had  contaminated  him,  he  thougfit, 
and  the  deplorable  want  of  all  principle  mam- 
rested  in  his  hietoiy  gave  him  a  sensation  of 
loathing  be  could  not  for  some  time  shake  off. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"Oiuml  fln  (hat  Inirniilh  nii|[tilil]r. 

n'all  iliil  »jitii{iiitlB  *  K"^  Uw*  iWnic. 
Hut  mn  nuirlal  niinili  luM  *u  iC^t  DU|iht, 

To  Offkr  Ihvm  u  IhiI  to  Uhw  dutli  wcnv 

Auil  All  Iheir  octiunn  bi  dinci  uiithL' 

8rui*m. 

"  Light  IhickfiDi,  »n(I  the  n«w 

Makn  iring  to  lh»  nwliy  ■ooil  I 

Ouod  Ihingi  of  tUy  bv^D  la  draop  aihI  iIiowmC* 


Instead  of  going  to  bed,  th«n,  Villierti  made  a 
tcilntf,  rode  for  an  hour,  and  appared  at  (be 
breukfitst -table  of  Colonel  Thornhill.  H<-tc  be 
found  the  host  and  Bohun, — the  Uttt-r  iww 
Brigwlier  aitd  Lirulcnant,  and  hoping  ioon  lo 
rcjLcli  the  next  step ;  but  still  as  juvenile  iu 
appruranw  as  when  tve  last  saw  him  roclining 
on  a  foh  in  his  friend's  room,  and  rmtding 
Spenser'a  Faery  Queen. 
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Caroline^  the  young,  (he  pr«tly,  th(>  gpirilueile 
Citrolme  Thomhill,  eoon  jcHned  the  pariy  j  bul, 
«K  she  kissed  h«r  father,  and  put  hvr  liaiid  int» 
Viili(T!«'  a»  ail  old  Trit^nd,  why  wra*  there  more 
fruikn«»s,  more  pleasure  to  the  unobsen'ani 
Bpectalor,  than  nhcn  she  Burrcndnvd  her  finj^rn 
to  Bohun's  cldop  ?  V\*hy,  when  thin  occurred,  iltd 
her  pale  clieok  tuaume  a  rotier  hue,  aud  why  did 
h^r  blue  eyes  sparkle  trilh  a  more  virid  lustre  I 

Truly,  Villicni,  ax  ho  appears  to  ha>%  been 
in  t]ie  secret  before,  might  inrorm  ui.  Bohun 
would  Dot ;  Thoriibill  it  had  nenrr  striick  ;  aiul 
ii  would  least  of  all  Ix^  fair  to  iiittirogate  ihe 
young  lady  liirrsrif,  who  now  sat  preniding  at 
the  breakfaM- table,  with  a*  fair  and  delicate  a 
form  an  e\«r  the  monstmui  mode  of  tlie  day 
disfigured.  The  high  stays  of  sineular  au-ilerity, 
the  pointed  stomacher,  the  waist  of  preposterous 
length,  the  «harp  and  high-beeled  aboe  witJi 
its  buckle,  the  too  voluminous  masses  of  rustling 
■tilk  or  brocade,  that  just  permitted  the  extreme 
{Kiint  of  ihat  little  foot  to  peep  out — all  "as 
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nxtrava^ni ;  and  nothing  IHH  l>y  stern  riutuoii 
to  nalurr,  but  the  lily  f(unH>«!i  or  her  olM^ks, 
of  iin  o\-al  altnoAt  n)i])ro.-icliing  to  rMutidity,  ami 
itie  luxuriant  Iressea  of  tight  brown  that  curlnl 
donn  tier  necli. 

Aftrr  B  laugh  at  the  intervinv  h«  had  sonip- 
what  Kuddonly  interrupted  the  night  b*-for^ 
Tharnhill  coii^ituhitcd  Villtfrn  on  tho  good 
news  that  liad  been  communicated;  but  they 
Icppt  iij)  the  cont-ers»tion  in  a  ra\'sIeriou«,  though 
jocuUr  tonf,  wliieh  only  aervnl  to  raiae  ilip 
curiosity  of  Caroline  and  Bohun.  Tbtse  ctnilA 
not,  howCTer,  be  gntified. 

"  t  uJtkrd  you  to  come  to  me  ttiis  nioming," 
pur«u«d  tlio  Colonel;  "m  I  iiluill  havo  mitch 
busiiieiu*  to  attoiid  to,  and  |>ref«rred  telling  you 
at  llic  breakfast -table  to  writing  what  1  meant 
to  say,  which  is.  that,  as  the  rr^oM'nl  dors  nol 
embark  bo  soon  as  wa»  exjiecled,  by  a  few  ilays, 
as  I  hrar  front  tM-ad-(|uartPt^  you  may  take 
the  opportunity  of  running  down  to  BumH,  or 
Bt-leact  of  making  what  arrung«meuu  you  aw 


VltUKBS. 


213 


I 


in  any  WBjr  Iwfore  we  itail;  for  I  ihink  you 
sluHild  lose  no  tUue  iii  au  afTair  that  »o  iM'vrly 
concerns  you  :  nieantini^,  I  am  clow  un  an 
oy^iL'T, — iwcrvt  m  CuroUnc  i»erc,  teeing  that  slie. 
knows  nothing  of  the  ronlter." 

'■  Oh>  Captain  Villwn,  1  am  bo  gUd  1  Then 
it  really  i*  to  be  T'  said  the  lady,  «tai>ping  htv 
baods  together. , 

Thp  Captain  Uugtiinl  at  tior  nuslukf. 
iii"Vou  have  prouibed  to  be  brldAVmaid, 
Kcollect,  teien  it  is  to  be."  said  he;  "but  I 
bebet'e  tlie  bride  must  be  conisultad  on  thai 
point :  however,  1  ara  afraid  you  need  not  an 
yet  Ml  about  prepsiring  your  drou." 
'  (t-  "Oi,  oh!  So  tlion  it  really  is  vne  affearc 
finivt'  «aid  Bohun.  ' 

h.,  V'illiers.  smilio^.  licid  up  bi*  finger. 

,  "-Ytu  bad  better  not  be  too  facetimiN,  j-oting 
gfBOlleinaii.  or  I  may  sliow  you  up,"  said  bft.  . 
- '  Tbo  Colooel  was  too  much  cnKroftMtd  with 
returns  to  notion  tiiis  (iitlv  |iir«e  of  nitlK-ry,  and. 
anuoua  to  bring  to  a  condufitou  the  imporlaot 
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□laupr  he  van  now  bent  upon,  Villien  with- 
drew, leaving  ThomhiU  to  his  papon  ;  and 
Bohun,  happy  to  be  released  from  his  prceeocv. 
to  p<t»s  A  delightful  liour  in  tlic  drawing  •room 
with  C'arolini-, — to  XKust  in  fi'cding  hrr  birds, 
and  trii»niin|i  her  geraniums — >o  wind  her  silk, 
and  fts  her  drawings,— perhaps  e^'^n  once-~oh, 
eaunrntly  happy  man,— lo  touch  her  hand ! 

Ho  formed,  at  once,  lh*t  iWlnrmiiiation  of 
Mending  Schmidt,  down  to  D  ,  lh«re  to  await 
him ;  and  having,  in  pureuanra  of  this  resoln^ 
mounted  hia  hor»e.  and  taken  with  htm  hi» 
trusty  groom,  he  departed  from  London. 

Witlioul  adventure,  he  arrived  in  dut'  cour!» 
at  tile  Rose  and  Crown,  in  the  old  town  of 
D  ,  where  he  put  up  Iiis  horsea,  and  ordered 
dinner;  al\er  whidi  he  sallied  forth,  it  being 
now  dark,  in  search  of  Ibc  p)iblic-hou«,  (for  it 
could  scarcely  be  digiiifiMl  with  tlie  name  of  so 
ion,)  at  which  Schmidt  propo«cd  to  »top. 

He  had  not  yvt  arrived, — a  circumsunoe 
which  Vilhers  was  by  no  means  sorry  for,  u 
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he  r«>fl«ctcd  that,  if  time  vere  lo  haw  hung 
twavy  on  biA  hands  while  waiting  for  him,  in 
(he  ei-cnt  of  being  first  at  th«  place  of  rcndps- 
vous,  hJM  rvftile  genius  roiglit  suggest  !>om«  lu-w 
can«r  of  roguery  tt>  alart  upon,  and  VtllJom 
look  in  vain  for  his  assistance.  It  is  prol>able. 
iniW-d.  that  luid  Mr«.  Myddlelon  bevn  a  woman 
mo*e  eaxily  workrd  upon,  lie  would  liave  tried 
wlicther  a  greater  sum  than  that  for  which  hi- 
had  got  the  bond  frora  the  Captain  could  not 
be  extracted  from  her  fears. 

Wearv  with  his  ride,  and  moro  weary  of  that 
most  nmrisomo  of  placm,  un  inn  ut  u  country 
town,  having  tUnrd.  hcani  hi«  grooin*H  r^'port 
of  tlw  horses,  and  read  last  wwk's  piii<er,  hi« 
reeltDgH  of  satisfaction  at  Schmidt's  delay  under- 
went  8  change.  Believing  himself  duped,  he 
was  undecided  as  lo  whether  he  should  relurit 
immediately  to  town  by  post  conveyance,  or 
gii-e  Schmi<lt  slill  a  few  hourt*  law,  when  the 
door  ojn-ned,  and  the  pervon  in  qtipfttion  ap- 
peared. 
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He  tuu),  on  tbf  Gnith  nf  the  ten  tboiuand, 
brtliYtknt  liiitisrlf  with  a  fine  set  of  babiUm^nts. 
ill  wbicb  tawflrinmBi  atul  bad  laaie  etrcnv  for  the 
mastery  nttb  dirt.  He  accountMl  for  not  having 
b««n  donii  before  Villiers,  acoonting  to  tlie  ori- 
ginul  intention,  by  premising  tint  the  ancieal 
fly-waggon  or  oo«ch  in  which  ho  came  had 
broken  fkwa  two  dnvH  ago,  ami  «e\«ral  hour** 
delay  waa  lh«  conscqiieiKe.  lie  had,  in  fart. 
but  juM  (lescimded  Trom  tliut  xacrificial  ear, 
nbich  had  much  of  a  Jugbernaut  appearance. 
and  be  might,  by  his  otrn  extn)or(Unary  cos- 
tume, and  tltf  begrimed  «tate  of  hii>  person, 
with  a  Utile  stretch  of  the  imaginatiou.  hare 
btsni  lakem  for  its  priest. 

Villirrs,  burning  with  impatience  to  pm.wb» 
the  Important  document,  would  hear  of  no  delay, 
but,  sending  for  mine  host,  hired  a  caleche,  and 
pn-isiretl  to  set  out. 

"  Afay  I  a.«k  ymir  name  ?"  said  the  landlord. 

It  was  incautiously  given. 

Ilie  groom,  iiovrever,  might  hare  been   in- 
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icrrogated ;  and  besides,  lie  mis  not  upon  an 
iinUnful  errand;  yet.  Dear  Biiroel,  in  a  neigb* 
bourliood  nhcro  his  name  was  well  knowD.  and 
tviiiluug  to  uroiil  inipvrtiDont  obtrusion,  li«  re- 
greltcd  ilial  be  ba«l  uut  conriNilrd  it. 

Schmidt  had  gone  out  to  prepare  Tor  the 
rxnirKtoD,  and  while  the  landlord,  nitli  the 
door  ta  bis  hand,  *j>o\ui  to  ViUi«-ni,  llie  latter 
had  not  perucit'cd  a  stranger  enter  and  seat 
himself  at  a  little  di«tAnco,  this  being  a  public 
rooiD.  lie-  was  a  respectable  looking  mao. 
portly,  and  of  a  ripe  age,  drc»wd  in  it  suit  of 
black  velvet,  and  wearing  a  perui^ue  of  peculiar 
length  and  rigidity  of  curl.  At  llio  name  of 
Villicrt  llic  stranger  looked  round;  but  again 
dearing  his  throat  from  eomcthing  tliut  seemed 
Uke  the  omen  of  Miurbetli  to  fttick  there,  he 
rubbed  his  band  acrow  lua  lace,  resumed 
bis  position,  and  set  himself  to  perusing  some 
papers  which  Itc  bad  rotsuiwhile  drawn  froni 
his  pocket. 

The  laiMllord  nithdreWr  Bnd  Schmidt   now 
TOL  II.  L 
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entered,  announcing  cvrrjr  thing  as  ready.  He 
tiad,  be  said,  |)rcnidi>(l  a  lantern  and  a  epade. 

"  Hush !"  said  Villicre.  pointing;  10  the  stranger, 
who  wae,  however,  Ji[ipiirpnlly  imnwrMsl  in  the 
papers  l>efore  him,  leaning  forwards  with  his 
fuce  pKititutg  upon  his  hands,  and  his  back 
towards  the  speakers. 

Schmidt  stopped  short  on  pcrcciring  him, 
und  concluded  by  pro}>OKing  to  start ;  as  \Var- 
ringham,  a  town  in  the  oppo^ie  direction  from 
that  they  meant  to  lake,  was  fifteen  miles  off. 
"  I  will  l)ut  drink  Komctliing  to  keep  out  the 
night  air,  and  be  after  you  festinately,"  said  b«, 
0-1  Villivrs  walked  out  towanU  the  gig  in  the 
stable-yard ;  for  Schmidt  hnd  charged  the  groom 
not  to  bring  it  round.  And  much  the  man 
manelled  what  bis  master  was  going  to  di^  for 
at  that  time  of  night.  Visions  oT  new-mad* 
graves  and  murders  crossed  his  mind;  neither 
was  he  without  his  mi^giringa  as  lo  Mr.  Schmidt 
He  concluded,  indeed,  by  begging  ViUiers  to 
let  htm  follow  on  a  post-horse,  which  was  not 
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unwiUtDgly  pmnittcd ;  for,  though  as  little 
gii-Mi  to  8u>pic>ouH  fftnr  zm  moM  men,  our  horo 
did  not  quite  admire  the  character  of  hia  ohaiw 
comiNuiion. 

"Squires,"  mid  tlie  Klrnngcr  in  hluck, beckon- 
ing thr  rv^l-fact^d  landlord  to  bim,  aa,  with  an  air 
of  myBtery,  he  r«-»«nt4:Tc<l,  wrbon  tbo  travellera 
bad  slartnl,  "  did  you  mark  tliat  fellow  in  the 
green  and  gold  riding  coot,^ — I  mean  the  cut- 
tbrwu  looking  dog,  not  bis  maaierT' 

"  I  did,"  n-turned  Mr.  Squirea  ;  "and  I  won* 
der  be  baa  the  impuduncc  to  sliow  bis  nose 
facrrr  »guiu.  1  thought  he  had  Wen  bung 
tong  ago." 

"tie  would  have  boon  bo  if  all  had  their 
dncrta,'*  rvpli«^  tbr  other;  "or  if  I  had  not 
been  so  foolish  as  to  let  bim  off  clear  wlion  be 
forged  niy  name  to  a  bill  for  wfenty  |KMinds, 
tMi,  and  wvenpenco,  on  the  bank  of  Mn»r3. 
Littlegold,  Sniallnote,  and  Corapouy.  You  have 
DO  doubt  it  ia  the  nllain  Schmidt  t" 

"  None  io  llio  world.     Didn't  you  ooAica  bit 
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Dutch  gibberish  nay  of  speaking  ?    Who  tbc 
other  ts  I  don't  know ;  but  he  says  hiit  nameV 
Villters,  and,  for  all  he's  got  a  couple  of  »« 
good  niigfi  as  you'd  n-i»h  to  look  on  at  Jloni- 
castle  of  a  fur-dity,    I    think   )ii''»  no   bettor 
thau  be  should  be ;  or  t^be,  tiir,  why  should  tie 
bo  in  company  with  that  chap  ? — that's  what  t 
go  oil.      VilUors,"  he  continued,   thoughtfully, 
■'  he  can't  be  the  young  fellow  that  Lord  fii-au- 
lieu  used  to  foe  so  fond  of,  and  then  behaved  xo 
ungratefully  to  the  M  man,  he  did  f    Tliey  say 
he  took  a  dugger  up  one  day,  and  wan  gotnif 
to  stab  him  with  it,  only  he  was  stopped  by  th» 
wrrants." 

Gibbons  lauglu'd  in  his  sleeve  at  the  land- 
lord's credulous  simplicity,  and,  sooth  to  «ay, 
steerM  wen-  ut  that  lime  sufficiently  ample  to 
admit  the  phrase;  bm  if  he  ind«^  thought 
that  Villicrs  tros  the  man  he  hail  »o  deeply 
injured,  that  he  wa^  the  son  of  him  upon  whom 
lie  had  wreaked  a  double  vengeance,  and  on  the 
remembrance    of  whose   dread     fiitc    he    Mill 
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glouod,    yet    UDMtisfied,    be    was    suflSetontly 

vary  to  leave  the  plodding  innkeeper  in  igno- 
rance. 

For  Schmidt,  liell  possessed  no  pit  deep 
riiough  to  receive  so  accursed  an  object  of  his 
deteistaljoit.  From  itrong  doiibtji,  whk'li  he 
dared  not  eicprGsa,  Gibbons  bad  gone  to  ihr 
most  puitivv  ocriainty  that  Im  cunning  anrl 
fiiithlesH  clerk  liad  spirited  away  Lord  Dean- 
lieu*s  will,  and  not  one  quiet  nigbt  had  he  nncf 
known.  In  more  than  one  rctpcct  he  was  in 
ihis  man'K  powrr,  and  the  niitnl<^r  dared  not 
■iRpcach  bin  integrity,  with  a  anord  banging 
ot«r  his  own  head.  The  ludden  appearance 
of  Schmktt  ul^er  year»  of  absence,  bis  being  in 
«ompany  with  one  of  the  name  of  Villtcn^^for 
with  bt>  now  manly  person  Gibbons  was  no 
longer  actjuainted, — and  the  extraordinary  allu- 
lion  to  a  epade  Eiiid  lantern,  rtUMMl  tiis  curiosity 
wkI  Mispicioiw  of  lu!  knew  not  what,  lo  ihv 
height ;  and  imntediately  on  leaving  the  Rose 
and    CYown,   he  repaired  to  his  stable,    from 
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ivlience  he  took  a  powerful  bors«,  assumed  his 
whip,  spurs,  and  pistols,  mounted,  aod  rode 
quickly  to  the  Rrst  turnpike  on  the  Warriogham 
road,  which  wa^  not  more  titan  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  off. 

It  wffre  idle  to  stop  in  this  part  of  our  talv, 
in  onlcr  to  recount  at  length  the  fraud  practised 
by  Gibbons  upon  Lord  BeauUra,  as  to  bis 
having  been  intruiited  with  messages  to  him 
and  to  his  daughter  by  the  unhappy  secretary 
of  Lord  Stair,  whoso  cmbcUiHhed  history  all 
Paris  rung  with,  and  whose  identity  he  had 
nnnaincO  sufficiently  long  to  ascertain,  after 
the  gamblt-r'it  d4^th  became  known, ^^f  the 
attorney's  procuring  himself  to  be  chosen  the 
old  peer's  man  of  business, — and  of  numerooa 
incidenlt),  which  it  were  equally  fruitless  here 
to  recite. 

The  principal  roods  (they  were   but    four) 

leading  out  of  the  town  of  O ,  formed  a 

cross  at  its  markiH-pluce.  Taking  the  one  we 
have  named,  then.  Gibbons  was  vxxi  at  the 
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turnpike  man's  side,  from  whom  he  elicited  tlie 
information  (hat  no  ^g,  curricle,  chariot,  coach, 
or  cvriugp,  of  any  irorl  mentioned  on  the  tolK 
board,  had  |»LMod  Uiut  way  for  the  space  of 
one  hour  and  twenty-three  minutes;  and  tbe 
lanyer  kept  liis  penny  in  Ids  pocket,  and  pa»«d 
not  llirough  the  gate :  but  rellfcling  that  when 
it  is  wished  to  put  you  on  a  nrong  accnt,  people 
m^  naluraUy  do  twt  try  to  lay  you  on  the 
right  one,  h*!  prickwl  Tortli  llic  town  by  tlic 
oppooite  road,  aitd  on  arriving  al  tlie  lumpiko, 
teamt  that  the  gig  in  question,  with  a  »ervani 
riding  behind,  had  passed  through  about  half 
3D  hour  before. 

No  time  did  he  lose  in  paying  the  toll ;  and, 
when  clear  of  tlie  gate,  put  spurs  to  bis  steed, 
making  iIm!  pebbles  fly  in  every  direction. 

"  Hark  1"  said  ViUiers  to  his  amiable  cooi- 
panwn,  "  did  you  not  hear  a  horse  i" 

"  To  be  sure  1  did ;  and  do  now.  William's 
old  pouter  is  not  shoil  with  list.  He  is  far  beliiiul 
though ;  but  then  we  had  the  »tart  of  him." 
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'Yn,  >boat  fire  minBtes;   mt   morr,"  sutl 
VUltcra.     "  I  am  surv  I  hear  two  horses." 

"To  be  BUI*  you  do."  said  Scbnudi.     "Ant 
you  Dot  driWng  one  T'       , 

Milters,  disgusted.  mcJved  not  to  xpmk 
another  word,  but  ilnm  on  till  the;  hod  ^ 
aboul  tlirce  miln  out  of  tlic  totm,  wlicn,  by 
the  other's  dircctioD,  he  turned  up  a  bve  lamr, 
thickly  Nliaded  at  the  sides  irith  high  ttetlgee 
and  tall  elms.  71u>  moon  was,  howrtrr,  bc- 
giuning  to  p^p  out.  and  sliowctl  them  itic  vay 
in  adraiuv,  nhtrra  ibc  rf?d  banks,  and  a  turn 
occaHimtnlly,  which  involved  the  continuntion 
in  mysloriou*  t^Mtctirily,  aiKi  again  lit  the  lane 
vrilli  UD  uncertaiD  light  for  about  three  or  four 
hun<)rrd  junls  beyond,  seemed  as  coarmient  n 
spot  for  robbery  or  nmrder  aa  t]iai  part  of  ihc- 
counliy  might  alTord.  Thry  passed  a  nairowcr 
lane  which  branched  off  on  oiM^  lianit,  and  still 
pursuing  their  course  for  aboul  Rre  uiinute«. 
they  came  to  a  sorl  of  tnoi-uable  bar  gale, 
when  Schmidt  laid  his  l^and  on  VUliers*  arm. 
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HTut,  leaping  oul,  remcn-ed  the  bars  out  of  the 
tt-ay. 

"  Drivp  in  here,"  said  he ;  and  Villiem  (lit! 
as  he  deaired. 

They  were  now  on  lurf,  ttwiigh  tlicre  was  a 
cart-track  leading  into  the  heart  o(  a  ihicJc 
wood,  wliich  Schmidt  said  they  must  enter. 
All  within  wcmi'd  |)itc)iy  dArk,  and  a  death- 
like silence  reigned  around.  ViUJers  pulled 
up,  after  pasaing  the  barrier,  detennined  to 
wait  for  Ilia  wen'ant  befoTC  hr  entered  file  wood, 
aiid  by  no  int-iin.s  torrj-  t)t»t  tl>e  in»n  had  pro* 
poxed  coming.  Both  the  gig  <;ompanion.s  <wemed 
impresited  with  tliu  awful  Hiillnras  of  the  scene. 
At  a  distance  the  rusbiog  of  water  ga\'e  additjooal 
«fiecl  to  the  ncari^  "ilcncc ;  the  tall  trees  were 
not  nun-ed  by  a  breatli :  the  gnarled  trunks  o( 
tliORc  on  tlw  *kirU  of  the  wood  showed,  eaeh, 
like  the  distorted  shape  of  aome  grey  demon. 
The  distant,  but  approaching  tnimp  of  a  horse 
now  somenhat  broke  tlie  deep  solemnity,  but 
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all  «bc  aeemed  buried  in  8  simp,  silent  and 
peaceful  aa  that  of  the  grave. 

Villiers  waited  impatiently  for  the  ^room  ;  at 
length  ho  appMirod,  and  they  drove  on  without 
allowing  him  time  to  oome  up;  but  the  road, 
on  entering  the  wood,  became  ho  bad  as  to 
threaten  destruction  to  ihdr  wheel*  and  spring, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  walk  tlic  rest  of  the  way. 
The  hone  and  gig  were  now  ^vra  in  charge 
to  William,  th«  lantern  lit  by  u  matdi  aad 
tinder-box  which  Schmidt  had  broughr,  and 
the  spade  Bhouldcred. 

Schmidt  led  the  way  with  a  firm  step,  sha<ling 
the  lantern  in  hts  cloak,  as  its  light  rather 
tended  to  confuse  him.  They  followed  the 
road  fur  some  short  distance,  when,  taking  the 
noise  of  the  stream  for  their  guide,  they  struck 
into  one  of  many  paths,  and  after  threading  it 
for  a  few  hundred  yards,  a  glorious  scene  of 
rock,  wooi),  and  rushing  water  burst  upon  the 
dew.     It  wa«  a  comparatively  open  space,  into 
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which  the  moon's  rsjrs  had  found  their  way, 
and  the  whole  of  the  woody  ainphitlieatre  was 
now  bathed  in  a  flood  of  >iilvcr,  though  not 
sufficiently  bright  to  take  anay  the  dim  un- 
certainty  of  objects  ttiat  stood  ba^. 

"  I  han-v  lost  my  marks !"  said  Schmidt,  as 
th«y  haltwl  ID  this  spot — "  Yet  no,  tlial  single 
iuh  should  haw  the  bruise  of  a  trowel  in  iu 
bark  still,  if  it  be  the  one,  for  I  had  no  spade 
with  nic  th^n ;  but  it  was  some  years  ago." 

Villicr-'',  excited  to  the  highpst  pitch  of  im- 
patience, rushed  to  the  tree  ;  the  mark  was 
there,  ll»e  bniiscd  cut  of  llic  trowel  sculcd  <ytfr 
like  an  imperfectly  cicatrized  wound.  He  called 
Schmidt's  attention  to  it, 

"Aye:  now,"  said  he,  "this  ash,  and  that 
deep  hole  where  the  smaller  branchiDg  stream 
loses  itself  under  groumi,  must  be  kept  in  one;" 
and,  retreating  tm  he  spoke,  he  kept  his  face 
to  the  two  objects  till  his  bock  touched  a  mass 
of  perpendicular  mossy  rock.  "  Turn  this 
comer  to  the  right,  measuring  ten  pace»,  and 
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Vie  ar«  on  the  track/'  aid  lir.  Hp  dtd  no. 
Villi<'rs  uttrnliTttly  foUowiDg.  They  were  now 
in  another,  bul  smaller,  open  space,  spparated 
from  the  first  by  the  ledgr  of  rock,  and  iwm 
i)w  noisy  tttream.  Sclimkll  leeped  up  a  green 
bank  a  l>ni'  yards,  and,  on  a  flul  sort  of  tvrriM-r. 
a  naturally  square  slone  prpM-nIrd  JUcK  to  itta^r 
view.     Schmidt  struck  Kit  spade  in  tti«  earib. 

"  Our  liintern  is  not  of  much  use,"  he  ob- 
sen-«l  to  Villiera.  "  If  I  had  knovm  the  moon 
wa«  so  bright,  the  de\il  should  ha>e  had  tm 
before  I  burthemnl  mywif  willi  it," 

But  Villii'TS  wa.i  not  attending ;  wnic  tnoir 
dintont  object  had  riveted  hi«  glance. 

There  was  a  »olilar)-  grandeur  in  the  aeent, 
nlilch  had  intenatc<l  him  highly.  'Ilh-  foaming 
water  leaped  from  rock  to  rock  in  petty  emula- 
tion of  --toine  greater  stream ;  yet  it  was  wild, 
beautiful,  and  »olemn.  The  crag«  which  bor- 
dered the  river,  as  well  iLt  those  dry  and  mossy, 
tvlicnt  he  #tood,  ran  inward*  from  iu  edge  in  a 
tliousand  fantastic  shapca,  and  here  and  there 
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were  fissum  and  carcras.  by  whicli  in  many 
way*  inf^ress  lo  (lie  pUoo  where  )io  iriocK)  might 
W  gained  from  tbo  obKCurity  boyond.  "  It  mus) 
bi-  fiiiicy."  thought  he.  Agua  ha  turned  to* 
wani"  Schmidt,  aitd  discovered  that  be  had  dug 
out  ilie  object  of  their  search.  With  a  rry  or 
exuhation,  liis  companion  now  \\e\t\  up  tlw  rusty 
lin  CUM  in  which  the  tretutufo  w«s  di^poiiitMl. 
But  rejoiced  as  Villiere  might  well  be  at  the 
rirciirnMiincv,  hi*  c)b«<T>'utioii  vru>  not  *o  etiliroly 
diri'clt'd  lo  Schmidt,  but  that  he  could,  in  a 
chasm  of  the-  rock  iibovc  him,  djstiiiclly  perceive 
»  human  face,  upon  which  the  moon  did  iwt 
indeed  Khim!,  yet  the  reflected  light  from  the 
rock  brought  it  out  in  clear  and  ghastly  truth. 
It  moved.  Tlterc  c«uld  no  longer  be  doubt.  He 
TOslied  with  a  sudden  excUniation  poM  Sclimidt, 
towards  the  place;  but  the  appearance  had  va- 
nished, nor  did  ibe  least  tnc«  or  rcKcmblnDcr 
or  human  being  remain. 

He  told  Schmidt  of  his  belief,  who  laughed 
and  j«ercd  VUlien.  saying  he  supposed  it  was 
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the  dnil,  or  some  of  his  rratcnuly.  "  Lfitul  nic 
your  knifv,"  continued  he,  "  for  tlie  ru>t  hia 
niade  the  toj>  stick."  Villiers  did  so;  and 
Schaudt  taking  ihe  will  out  of  the  box.  read, 
by  the  Untern's  light,  two  or  three  line«,  «nd 
shoned  Vitliers  his  name.  "  Now  are  you  satis- 
fied that  I  have  told  you  truth,  my  noble  Cap- 
tain? But  stop,"  said  ho,  putting  tlic  will  back 
into  its  COS)'.  "  I  will  dclirer  thU  to  you  in  dui' 
form  when  we  get  into  tho  town;  for  I  must 
first  read  it  over,  and  make  sure  of  its  bein^ 
all  right." 

Villien  thought  this  was  an  orar  degree  of 
precaution ;  hut  hit  allowed  lum  to  take  bis 
own  way. 

"  1  wish  we  were  well  out  of  this  infernal 
wood,"  said  he ;  "for  I  am  not  half  satisfied 
about  that  face." 

Schmidt  laughed  hoarsely,  and  shouldering 
his  spade,  began  lo  niovp 

"  Gire  me  the  lantern,"  Maid  Villiers. 

"  Nay,  it  is  of  no  more  use  now,"  said  the 
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othvr ;  and  he>  flung  it  into  the  stroam.  "  'Swim 
there,  thou  flaming  niinitilcf !'"  \ui  ssid;  "'if  I 
put  thne  out'— and  cetera,  and  c«tcn,— you 
know  the  rest." 

They  were  now  in  the  narrow  patlt  that  led 
into  \\w  cart-road  through  the  wood,  when  they 
heard  a  horso  neigh,  not  very  fur  off,  but  in  a 
different  direction  from  wlwrc  ihor  own  had 
bran  left,  which  immedia(«ty  answered. 

The  two  wood  companions  slopi>ed, 

"  All  is  not  right,"  ftaid  Villicrs.  "  I  wish 
yoii  lind  not  flung  away  the  lantern,  for  I 
cannot  fnv  an  inch." 

"  Come,  we  are  all  clciar  now,"  said  Sctimidl ; 
as  he  leaped  out  from  the  tangled  gorsc*  and 
brushwood  into  the  broad  track. 

But  Villient  wan  some  yards  behind  i  and 
labouring  under  Uie  inconvenience  of  tnunense 
boots  and  spurs,  which  caught  and  detained 
him  at  every  other  stc]>,  wa.*  not  oti  etiual  tenns. 
Hv  fell  when  just  about  (o  leap  into  the  road 
track;  and  at  the  same   moment  he  heard  a 
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Atniggle — a  sliout  of  cocecntjon  rrotn  Schmidt. 
Uld  a  luskvy  fall  witliin  a  fm»  yaitts  of  him. 
Maddened  with  th«  tangling  umlerwood  imtl 
brambles,  lie  at  loiiglh,  hy  muin  (okc,  diifii- 
gaged  himwlf,  and  rushed  out  to  the  fray,  v/hen 
he  arri^<ed  juKl  aa  instant  too  lat^  to  prevoni 
Srhmklt  from  nailing  a  man  to  the  rarth  vriih 
his  Rword,  whom  it  ajiprantl  h«r  iiod  flnn  knot-knl 
dou-n.  He  pouml  forth  a  volume  of  bortihli* 
execmtions,  in  mixed  German  and  English,  and 
(ramplcd  on  tlie  lace  of  lits  victim,  who  was  not 
dead. 

Vi)li<!r!t  pulled  him  off,  but  be  niabed  oucv 
more  on  the  unhappy  wretch,  and  wreaked  ibe 
vcngranoG  of  a  brute  upon  him. 

Villiers  Htnick  him  amiiU:  witli  a  blow  on  ihr 
IhwuI,  and  was  nearly  run  Ihrtatgh  for  hi*  ic- 
nwrily. 

"  It  is  (he  diimned,  the  bloody  villain  Gib- 
bonsVcried  be,  kicking  th«  dead  bodyo^-e^, — for 
such  it  now  waa.  •■  Vou  were  right  aa  to  the 
fooe  you  aaw.     It  was  enough  to  scare  all  hell. 
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you  might  welt  think,  to  aee  his  accursnl  visage 
in  MUch  ft  hblv  n*  tliU.  But  we  have  liiui  safe ; 
aiid  iww  lei's  start,  for  I'll  be  bo»ind  he'a  not 
alone.  He  made  a  desperate  snalcli  at  tlw  coar, 
and  flnHp])ctl  u  pistol  ut  mc ;  but  that  spade  is  a 
good  lo\-elU.T !" 

A'illiere  was  horror-atruck. 

The  whole  thing  had  ko  much  i1m>  air  of  soiih; 
nlknoux  rranstction,  ending  with  a  midiufrlit 
murder,  that  altbough  perfectly  innocent,  amd 
only  endeavouring  to  obtain  hU  onn,  tie  shud- 
dered for  the  probable  cotisequcnccs  to  his  clia- 
rs«ter,  to  his  liberty,  or  to  his  life. 

"  Come,"  said  Schmidt,  "  oo  use  thinking  of 
it ;  if  I  had  not  pinked  him,  Im>  would  hare  doni' 
for  me ;  so  now  we  must  get  liis  carcass  out  of 
thfl  way." 

Aiid  he  wiped  Ids  swixrd  in  the  dead  man's 
cloak,  and  returned  it  to  its  scabbard. 

"  We  may  as  well  first  »ec  wttat  be  lias  got  iu 
Itis  pockfls,  hovraver." 
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"For  your  life,  no!"  said  ViUJers,  dragging 
htm  bftck,  as  he  knelt  donn  to  lifle  the  body. 

"  Our  iniioci-ncv  of  the  cliar^  of  murder  nuy 
not  be  so  vswy  to  prov«,  that  we  should  commit 
robbery  aa  well." 

"  Proof ?^mnocenoo?"  said  Schmidt ;  "why, 
who  the  de%-il  is  to  know  any  tiuiig  about  it  ?" 

"  Every  one, — the  whole  town  will  be  upon 
our  track  immediatety  he  is  miMed,"  replied 
Villiers ;  "  and  therefore  we  had  belter  givT  our- 
selves up  at  once,  and  court  a  full  inquiry." 

•'  And  be  put  in  jail  till  the  as«in»!"  said 
Schmidt;  "  and  b(^  at  any  role,  tried  for  murder, 
and — but  then,  it  will  be  a  good  get  ofT  from 
going  with  the  army  to  Flanders,  where  tliere 
will  be  some  sharp  fighting,  I  expect." 

"  Ha  !  Do  you  dare  ?"  «ud  \'illiers,  me- 
nadngly. 

"Pooh!  me — /don't  say  anytlung  about  it; 
but  tbc  world,  the  world,  noble  Captain,  will 
not  let  you  off  so  easily,  dcpond  OD  it-     Do  you 


VILUBM. 


235 


forget  the  »quibs,  the  j<Ae«,  the  jollity,  about 
youn^  Grecoly,  last  week,  is  London,  keeping 
tbr  fifth  coinnia^(Im«tit  soscrupulouflly, — leaving 
bis  regimeiil  wlijch  is  juat  ordered  abroad, — that 
his  daj-s  may  be  ioiig — ha !  ha !  That  would 
aotind  well  Tor  Captain  ViUicrM,  iho  first  swortls- 
nian  in—" 

"Silence!'*  said  VilU(>rs,  in  a  deep,  boaree 
voice.  "  Let  the  body  lie,  that  tt  may  be  found, 
and  have  Christian  burial." 

"And  that  ve  may  have  Christian  confine- 
m«nt,  on  suspicion  of  being — innocent,  if  j-ou 
will !"  said  Schmidt,  with  a  sneer.  "  No,  no,— 
lianlly.  Como,  don't  ittand  there,  us  if  j"Ou 
feared  old  Gibbons  would  get  up  and  bite  you ; 
but  help  mr  to  lug  him  along." 

And  Villiers,  worked  upon  by  the  orgumenla 
and  persuasion  of  Sclunidt.  assisted  to  remove 
the  body. 

With  great  difficulty  and  labour  (for  Gib- 
bons wa»  a  »tout  man)  they  Hucceeded  in  carry- 
ing the  corpse  through  the  wood,  badi  towards 
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box ;  but  aitkocl  how  he  proposed  W  get  avray, 
or  wheihrr  he  did  not  intond  to  ralurn  with 
him  to  D . 

••  Not  if  I  can  help  it,"  he  n-pliod.  -Old 
Gibbons  did  not  com«  liera  on  Toot.  ('11  be 
iifforn.  I  sm  (or  the  horse  wfaich  neighed 
somi?  tiinr  »go,  atul  whivh  I  suspect  he  must 
have  left  in  the  Isne  we  paitsed  on  our  right, 
and  BO  cut  through  the  wood.  Curite  tluit  liiniem! 
— that  was  what  le<l  him  here ;  though,  how  he 
got  wind  or  us,  I'm  puEzled  to  loll.  But  if  1 
cannot  tJitd  hii  beiut,  I'D  trouble  you  to  give 
nte  a  cast  in  j'our  gig,   any  way  but  toward.* 

D .    So  lierc's  to  try  for  it,^l  will  oiUy  bciK 

you  to  wail  ten  minutes  for  my  holloa."  And 
flinging  the  spade  into  the  river  which  they 
were  still  near,  he  Icupctl  lightly  omr  bush 
wk)  brier,  cleared  a  low  fence,  and  was  quickly 
lost  to  view. 

Before  tlic  ten  minutes  were  ex[)cnded,  Vil- 
lieis  heard  the  signal,  and  soon  afterwards  the 
noise  of  a  liorse's  hoofs  at  a  fearful  gallop.     Ttie 


sounds  fTcvr  fainter  by  dcgrvca,  and  rood  died 
away  in  the  dialancej  while  the  groom,  growing 
dMperate  for  the  fate  of  his  master  during  »o 
prolonged  an  absence,  at  length  ti«d  the  boTMs 
to  a  tree,  and  went  in  tcardi  of  him;  but  liis  pro- 
gri«8  wa«  quickly  stopped  by  the  appearance  of 
VUliers,  who  without  Kp«aking  got  into  the  gin, 
and  droii'c  from  the  place  of  horror. 


VILUEM. 


239 


CHAPTER  X. 


'  Tenr  tour  mI1«  jrau  heaee : 

TharabNbadMflDinyuupti^i)  rollf, 

Antl  til  th«  R«<U  gn  with  you  1     Upon  yaai  tword 

Sit  launl'd  TUlary !     Aad  smooth  nicccii 

Be  itreir*d  bcfoM  youi  teal !' 

SUIMFKIU. 


We  leare  th«  reader's  imagination  to  supply 
the  intennediate  progress  of  Gibbona,  hia  con- 
versation irith  tbe  groom  on  tbe  road  aa  he 
came  up  with  and  accosted  him,  his  uiiexpre«s«^ 
desire  to  know  what  tlie  purty  could  want  with 
a  spade,  and  bis  suspicion,  from  "Schmidt  bang 
concerned,  thai  something,  in  which  he  had  an 
interest,  was  most  probably  ccHiOCcted  with  the 
affair ;  the  ridbg  up  tbe  narrow  lone,  lusviof; 
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Ma  hene  ihew  and  procFcdng  men^f  iVrtt 
when  h«  must  havp  b^w  an  anxMO* 

flf  ScbmJilt'i  rmplejtiM'Dt,  irhiiv  S**^ 
from  Whinil  tlie  rocks,  wltose  utrieale 
ttd  ftbulmmU  raidcrpd  coooralmeat  tmr- 

All  this  mutt  be  left  to  the  tv^tr*  ftar- 
trntioo. 

Tlw  j>os9Nimio(i  of  the  will,  or  Hs  (ailnrr. «« 
life  or  (t<-ai)i  to  hiiu — «l  all  evenU  to  Ma  iq»- 
Ulimi ;  nttd  irScbmiill  could,  at  the  rxxar  vm. 
ho  Miirly  duipowd  of,  there  would  far  an  ad- 
ilitional  advantage  g&ined;  be  baring  ao  moA 
power  tsver  Itim  from  tho  knowledge  fe  mm 
now  ocrtaia  liis  funavr  clrrk  rornirnnoil  of  !■ 
*ilts>iiy. 

<  II  wcr«  useless  to  attempt  an  exporation  tt 
Villiers'  thougbie  and  sdt^nwe,  on  arriTtng  ai 
ilio  Row  ajtd  Crown  at  ao  early  hour  in  tlw 
momiug.  u.%,  vanou»  aiid  conflicting,  llicy  whirled 
through  liiit  brain.  He  would  iniiucidial*^; 
lutve  giveo  inforiiiauon  of  Uie  k»t  itigUt's  enjOM, 
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but  Tor  Uw  ovonttwlming  (ear  of  detention  fVxMn 
his  rc;pm«nt,  which  the  few,  but  forcible  words 
of  Schmidt  hxl  convinced  him  would  be  at- 
tributetl  to  »  cauae,  too  highly  coloured  with 
probability  to  fail  of  ita  being  adopted  by  the 
world,  when  it  was  diKOrered  that  the  postibHih/ 
had  fltill  lain  with  him  of  proceeding  on  fordgn 
Benrioe.  In  fact,  a  letter  rcoehol  liim,  directed, 
u  be  had  dmircd.  to  Mr.  VilUers,  hy  that 
morning's  ]>oet,  and  he  but  ^ve  himself  time 
to  swallow  a  hant)-  breakfast  before  he  was  ou 
his  horse,  and  making  towards  Bumel  Royal. 

Villiers  rode  slowly  up  towards  the  mag- 
nificeDt  pile,  which  had  been  the  home  of  his 
dlildhood,  which  was  associated  in  hia  mind 
with  the  early  and  moat  tenderly -cherished 
rocollcctions  of  hi*  boyish  sporia,  and  of  the 
good  old  peer  whom  Itc  hiui,  in  a  moment  of 
thoughtless  intemperance,  alienated  from  him 
(br  ever.  The  woods  and  shrubberiea  around 
bad  b«on  liis  familiar  haunts,  and  every  port 
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of  llic  groundi*  poflsps^ed,  wi(h  their  shade  and 
siiifttiinff,  lome  Ix-Ioved  romombran**. 

TWre  sto<Ki  the  Nplrndid  bnronial  ro^ikncff 
of  an  ancient  bouse  in  its  feudal  grandeur ;  for 
additions  made  in  later  reigns  had  rather  en- 
hanced the  Btaletiness  of  its  aspect,  while  (hey 
took  nothing  from  its  dignity,  ahliough  m  many 
different  rtj-les  and  la-ttes  gave  it  somewhat  b 
heterogeneoiiA  appearance.  TllPW,  tnighl  be  1*- 
tnarkcd  the  mixture  of  minaret  ami  lower  with 
Gothic  arch,  and  (lint  tiquare  ornamented  win> 
dow  of  spreading  ^jiace,  which  told,  by  iw  intro- 
duction, of  civil  dittcord  having  paused  away,  and 
now  looked  cnlmly  out  upon  terrace,  and  cttair, 
and  classic  urn.  TTie  wliole  slnictore  throwing 
its  darkened  side  in  broad  shadow  tipon  gnret 
ftnd  grass,  and  reflected  as  »  pic*ui«  m>tbe 
boaoin  of  the  lake  beyond,  caught  the  6n»t  glancv 
of  the  approaching  stranger. 

It  was  a  scene  of  deep  peace,  and  sunny 
Bplvndour,  such  as  befitted  the  mannon  of  an 


V1LURR«. 


^ 


EnglUh  noble.  The  day  n-as  a  lorely  one,  and 
Mill  Miiy — ripe  May;  i»ol  a  brcalh  alirrotl  the 
leaves  ol'  the  old  trees,  or  left  a  ripple  on  the 
wfttcr :  all  was  calm  and  silent,  but  solitary  as 
Eden  before  man  waa  created. 
^At  len^h  the  sounds  of  opemng  doors  and 
approaching  fleet  n'ere  beard,  and  ViUiers  was 
admitted  inttf  the  hall,  a  spacious  and  lofty 
cluinibcr,  vaulted  and  fretted,  tlic  vast  arcb 
■u]>pone<l  during  its  ivhole  length  by  pillars  of 
alternalv  [loliitlied  granite  and  ivhilu  murble- 
llift  piivcment  nas  of  mosaic,  upon  nliicli  the 
Minbeanis  threw  a  light  of  many  hues  an  Ihey 
Streamed  through  (he  coloured  pane  of  the  large 
wtn<ton-.t,  wlioM)  tracery,  carved  in  all  the  nay- 
.  wardneiw  of  the  richest  fancy,  caught  and 
dunned  the  eye,  yel  dazxled  with  its  fairy 
Mulpture. 

The  "  bruised  arms  hung  up"  around,  told 
of  the  wars  in  which  former  possessors  o(  the 
then  castle  had  played  their  parts,  and  of  tbew 
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iron  coate  lh«  most  coni<))ieuouii  wa*  on«)  sur- 
mouRtvtl  by  a  bright  steel  i:as(|ue,  both  of  pro- 
digiouit  siic,  which  01iv(>r.  Baron  of  B^u^iefL 
had  borne  to  the  fight  of  A^ncourt.  , , 

The  armour,  and  et-ery  part  of  the  hall, 
seemed  Utely  btimiahed  and  retouched  ;  in  fad, 
to  Villicrs'  pye  all  things  bore  wi  nppeoranoe 
of  ncwnesH  wliich  was  scarcely  in  character 
with  th«ir  place.  Tht  saivage-tttm  too,  which 
had  long  supported  the  old  quaint ly-can«d 
shield  that  otx-rhiing  the  fire-place,  had  made 
room  for  a  iwvr  coat  of  arms  in  marble,  which 
ithawed  more  like  some  cathedral  monument, 
than  the  fitting  companion  for  stern  •looked 
morions  and  plate  armour. 

The  only  occupant  of  the  drawing-room,  into 
which  he  was  ushered,  happened  to  be  Mn. 
Myddli-ton.  Work,  however,  just  left,  and  b 
yncant  chuir  whidi,  from  its  position,  seeined 
lately  to  Iiatv  been  occupied  by  )M-r  fair  com* 
p^WIV.b)  wbpp   the    uofinitlMxl,  «^broi5ki^ 

Mat  *K  imAs  itm-.'Ai.-'^j  ^    t^diot  ^aliur    ^t 
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b^Dj^,  led  Villkra  to  brti«ve  (hat  a.\\e  whom 
he  sought  liail  but  thv  instant  brforc  quittMl 
her  mother's  pn>««Dce- 

He  wiw  civilly,  bm  coldly  received  :  mcu 
this,  howwer,  wa«  more  than  he  expected — 
indeed,  more  than  he  wished ;  for  it  made  com- 
munication of  the  fact  which  would  burat  upon 
her  like  a  ihundcr-clap,  the  more  difficult,  tlw 
more  harrowing  to  his  mind.  But  abhorrence 
it  one  who  could  be  ax  ^ilty  as  lie  believed 
her,— who  could,  with  deliberate  ingenuity,  de- 
fraud him  of  hiH  right,  and  keep  him  in  poverty 
while  she  revelled  in  the  spoiU  of  his  weallh. 
presented  him  from  entering  into  any  conwr- 
sation  but  such  as  might  lead  to  the  desired 
objcc(,~an  interview  with  Viola. 

she  Tinnarkcd  lliat  hit>  rcgimrot  was  orders) 
abroad,  and  thai  ulie  supposed  lie  was  come, 
with  hu  usual  kindnns,  to  lake  leuT«  of  them ; 
thai  she  feared  bo  would  not,  however,  see  Mr. 
Myddleloii,  as  he  was  gone  to  the  county  mrvt- 
in^  nnlcss.  indeed,  he  could  wail ;  that,  as  for 
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VloU,  poor  girl,  he  would  he  sorry  to  hear 
Was  Ktill  viMy  delicate ;  and  ia  finr,  that  she 
haid  begged  her  to  make  every  apology  for  not 
$eciiig  him, 

"I  Irusl  she  will  afTonl  mc  at  least  five  mi- 
nutea'  private  conversation." 

"  I  fear  it  is  impoe^ble." 
'* Allow  me  at  least  to  h«r  from  herwlC 
madam,  that  she  will  not  accord  mo  ihitt  poor 
favour.  I  have  much  to  explain  away  that  she 
may  have  mistaken  in  iny  conduct,  much  to 
gay  before  I  leave  this  couBlfy, — to  which  I  may 
never  perhaps  return." 

"  Intiec*!  you  must  excuse  her." 

"  I  cannot,  madam,  and  I  will  not ;  for  out 
of  tliis  housf^'  I  do  not  stir  till  I  have  seen  her." 

Mrs.  Myddleton  grew  alarnu>d  at  thi>  inidden 

warmth  and  wild  manner  of  ViUiers,  and  was 

'  klwut  to  rise;  but  he  proceedod. 

'"'''Do  not  oblige  me  to  act  in  a  manner  that 

I  wish,  if  possible,  to  avoid.     1  demand  but  a 

short  private  interview  with  one  whom — in  fan. 
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madam,  grant  me  this  favour  quietly,  or  I  may 
be  driven  to  extremities  ttiat  ivill  be  painful  lo 
uaboth;"  and  be  rang  the  bell.  "'Jell  Miaa 
M)~ddleton,  Mr.  Villiers  begs  to  see  her,  as  he 
is  about  to  leave  Kngland,"  said  he  to  the 
servant ;  aod  before  the  lady  of  the  bouse  could 
interpose,  the  message  was  carried. 

«).,'■  At  least,  then,  it  must  be  in  my  presence," 
gaid  slip,  yielding. 

^,,  "What  do  you  fear?"  demanded  Villiers.    . 
"  Can  you  not  tnml  j-our  daughter  for  a  few 
sbori  uiomKiiLi  witlt  one  wbo  may  now  see  her 
for  the  last  tiiuf  ?" 

"Let  it  then  be  for  the  last  time,  sir;  yet 
I  cuonot  eomprdicnd  what  mighty  Ms:ret  you 
may  have  to  communicate  that  will  not  admit 

[,.Bf  my  pifsencc.     I  will  scud  licr  to  you."  ^f 

;i,  At  length  appeared  the  object  of  his  risit, 
and  they  were  for  some  seconds  folded  in  each 

,f<ith^'s  enibmco.  But  it  was  a  roebuicholy 
meeting.  Viola,  indeed,  looked  delicate,  yrt 
llicrc  was  "Jf^fT?^;  ^(?t.  ^jffervit^e  tl^  twr.apjfear- 
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anoe  that  would   gr«atly  have  struck  an    im- 
obwrrant  or  casual  visitor. 

Both  were  full  of  cxplanioions,  and  suthumk 
and  joy,  though  this  was  «  uul  one,  if  mch  tsn 
bo>  as  Villiera  was  so  soon  to  drpan  o<i  a  seiricv 
ftaught  with  peril.  Summouiug  a  greater  <!•• 
gree  of  colmDess,  he  (Irmandi'd  hrr  liranng,.„-nT9 

"  Do  not  weep,  Viola ;  for  dow  I  tnut  thai, 
although  iliL're  »till  hangs  a  cloud  over  u«,  it 
will,  in  its  own  tiniVi  clear  away ;  ainco  I  am 
able  to  Mw  my  way  more  distinctly  already." 

"  What  do  you  allude  to  t"  asked  Viola. 

"  A  sccrrt  tliut  I  n*i»h  not,  as  yet,*— tniWnl  I 
have  not  courage  to  tell  you, — becauae,  aliliougli 
it  inu»t  benefit  me,  and,  I  hope,  lead  to  our 
union,  it  is  one  that  will  first  cause  j'ou  much 
sorrow.  But  you  will  recover  this,  for  you  have 
a  strong  mind,  and  know  that  all  griefs  mu«|,i 
have  an  end."  ^ 

"  Yes,  in  tlie  grave,  Charles."  ^, 

"TruM  nie,  I  hope  long,  long  before."  ^ 

'  May  I  Dot  noH'  know  what  thiit  iaT 

'  ,  I,  ^'      ,  '*r   I      kill        .11    ■'■<  ' 
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' "  Nay,  do  not  ask  it,  Viola.  Por  yoor  tstk^, 
aiul  yours  only,  it  sliould  indt^Nl  rmnain  a  socn-t 
Tor  ever,  it  it  were  po!>.<iblc  ;  btit  ihix  c«nno1  hr." 

"Well,  well,  I  muut  submit;  but  ob.Cbarleaf 
I  hati  M>  many  ihtDgs  1o  tell  j'od,  titid  now  f 
can  Bcarooly  remember  oti«, — tbry  have  all 
gone  from  my  memory ;  I  wonder  mind  ilaelf 
retnatns,  indeed :  1  have  bad  much  to  try  it." 

Villi«n  slrain»l  her  to  his  heart,  tu  h»  a^iti 
cx]>rv«»ed  a  hope  that  iheir  sorrows  would  naif 
•oon  draw  to  u  close.  * 

"  Have  I  not  a  fresh  one  in  the  danger  yoti 
will  be  expand  to .'" 

"  That  i.t  light ;  but  iis  I  am  to  leave  m|^'' 
country  for  a  space,  Viola,  Aod  as,  in  the  mean 
time,  your  on^i  aiTatrs  may  be  as  imsettled  at 
the  whid,  I  am  now  come  for  the  expreat 
purpose  of  securing  your  promise  that  you  will 
b«  mine,  whenever  1  am  in  such  a  silua^on  kk 
to  leave  no  cau»e>  no  shadow  of  reason,  for 
your  parents'  denying  me  your  band.  Kkbea 
werv,    I    believe,  the   only   want    ever  proved 
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against  me.  1  shall  now  have  moi^  thuo 
eoougli, — -A  fortune,  Viola,  aye  as  Ivgi*.  nearly, 
aa  your  ralher*«;  and  a  hmine  ihat  you  shall 
not  hare  reawn  to  oompUin  of  aa  inferior  in 
any  one  respect  to  Burnel  Ro)al;— one  thai 
M-Mx  1,  sanguine  as  I  am,  and  covetous,  ami 
almost  insatiate,  where  you  are  concerned,  dear 
Viola,  will  acknowledge  worthy  for  you  to  be 
the  mistress  of,- — not  far  froin  hence^" 

"Lady  Wilmington's T  *»• 

"*•  Scarcely ;  but  I  am  trifling  away  the  tiiiM*," 
said  he,  smiling.  '\'et,  willi  Viola  resting  uixui 
his  arm,  and  lookhig  b  his  face  with  wonder, 
we  cannot  blame  him  if  be  forgot  awhile  ibe 
iiiii>ort<tncp  of  the  momeDts  that  were  fast 
slipping  ftxjm  them.  "Ye*,"  continued  he, 
again  beooming  serious,  and  grasphig  Iwr  hand 
in  an  agitated  manner,  "  1  wu  deficient  in 
money,  not  ui  honour.  I  had  rank,  or  pincr, 
if  you  will,  in  society. — I  had  afTeetion  for  you  ; 
but  I  was  disgracefully  poor,  and  consequent- 
ly an  outcast.      I  know  you  thought  not  so; 
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but  tlwn  there  vm  that  uitluppy  Aflkir  of  tkr 
tlrawing-rooin. — Well,  well,  hew-  tne,  zaA  \tto- 
Diifle  *oU'ii)nly,  im>w,  that  you  will  no  longer  tiaMy 
nill)  lime,  but  make  me  happy  in  bevcniiuK 
my  wife,  and  the  nii»tri.-»«  of  n  fortuiu!  i^iuiil  tu 
ibe  support  of  Midi  a  place  a«  the  one  that  aon 
slwlt<Ts  you."  i-Mol^ 

■<  A  liulv  hi**  vtoli'iit,  Cbarlos  !•— I  do  prouuM- 
you :  yet  there  ia  aome  mystery  that  I  canaol 
understand." 

.,1(  Vou  will  know  all  soon.  But  gtv«  me 
MMue  pl«]g(',— this  bracelet,"  und  lu>  unchuiwd 
it  from  her  wmt;  "and  her«,  lake  this  locket, 
wlticli  contains  both  our  hair,  entwined  a*  our 
baart«,  and  which  baa  never  (ill  this  moment 
quill«d  miiu! ;  and  now  1  depart,  eatiarivd  that 
wc  baro  each  irrevocably  plt-dgi-d  our  laith : 
iuid  mind  tne,  Viola,"  and  he  iusunked  a  touu 
uf  Ktcnuu^M  ntucli  alarmed  her,  "  I  will  n^utm 
the  peribrmaucc  of  the  vour  you  have  thus  vi^ 
tually  madv,  a*  fully  m  if  you  had  plighted  ma 
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your  IrMh  at  ibe  altar ;  nnci  when  vn  stanJ 
together  at  that  holy  i>l«v,  may  w«  each  re- 
member this  solemn  monu>nt,  awl  look  back 
upon  the  time  aiiiw  pansod, — ]  hope  a  short  ooe, 
— with  as  clear  a  conscience,  and  a*  we  flhall 
answer  for  (lie  violation  of  our  tows  at  that 
dreadful  day  when  there  shall  no  longer  b*  ■ 
«ecr«  unrewaled." 

A  distant,  but  long-continued  roll  of  thunder 
seemed  to  register  their  awftil  compact,  and 
Viola,  nervous  as  she  was,  sunk  ternfl«d  into 
his  armn. 

I^sim^ging  herself,  at  lengtli,  she  wtu  for 
some  mi nute«  seated  xrith  her  Itcad  miling  upon 
licT  claii[)ed  hands,  supported  by  a  table,  in  team 
and  silence,  whieh  Villiers  himself  felt  too  mirh 
agitated  to  interrupt,  when  a  servant  entered  lo 
say  Uiat  her  mLstren  was  suddenly  taken  ill,  and 
desired  Miss  Myddleton'fl  immedtair  prrfenoe. 

Viola  started  up,  putting  back  her  hair  which 
had  fallen  o^er  her  eyes  and  shoulders  in  dts- 
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order ;  but  »lte  RcenHKl  «o  compl«Ii>Ly  b«wilder«d 
m»  scarcely  to  comprehend  the  message.  'I~b(- 
icrfsitt  withdrew.  h, 

Villters  tlunight  lo  Icll  liur  of  tlic  URluppj- 
ailvenlure  of  the  pant  aijjht,  but  tho  wonis  tv- 
fuRKl  to  vomc  ut  his  bidding ;  and  after  «G«rr»l 
inulTi'ctuiil  oflbrta,  he  nsMgutxl  liw  ultempt.        >|. 

"  And  now  deoreBt,  dearest  Viola."  mid  he. 
"  once  and  for  all— farewell ;— may  you— " 
Ho  could  procewl  no  fiinhcr,  for  utterance  wan 
«u»pU'tely  choked :  Iw  claepwl  hor  hand,  i*- 
linqiiistivd  il,  and  tum<Kl  away. 

Viola  ino^'cd  in  Uie  opposite  direction;  but 
ilie  liad  scarcely  reached  the  door,  when  she 
UMked  back  on  one  in  whom  heart  and  wul 
nisTv.  wrapjiod,— on  one  whom,  it  might  be,  she 
iKw  saw  the  last  time,  for  ever.  The  r«i:ling 
and  the  action  were  mutual,  and  they  ruslw-d 
into  each  other's  armti:-^a  aob,  and  a  burst 
away,  and  they  had  parted. 

A  thuodcr-Btorm  itci'inMl  evidently  coming  on 
witli  nolcDce;  but  thJa  was  perhaps  more  in 
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accordance  with  hie  prcamt  ntaim  of  dhimI,  dan 
Uia  (lead  sultry  caltu  which    had  allctided  h* 
approach  to  Bunwl.       His  horses  w«ra  iiBiw 
dnlcdy  ordiTcJ. 

Slowly,  aAcr  the  fint  (ew  mile*,  which  «*r 
pkrfbrmnl  at  a  g^Uop,  he  dirocled  hin  eaMm 
upon  tbr  motropoUs.  «benv  srntod.  be  at  o«e 
put  uohcsutatingly  into  the  hands  of  soUcilora  a' 
g;Kat  reputation,  the  will  of  LonJ  B««ulifu,  eav- 
fully  ab«taiiu»f;  froui  any  conimunjcalion  with 
his  lalv  lonl^iip's  law-«dnsen,  but  giting  ba 
own  fuU  power  to  conl«r  with  thcw,  should  ibcy 
Me  nccwiaiy,  during  hia  abMOce  abroad.  H» 
required  aho^  that  all  po&sible  delicac)-  and  ooo- 
cculnMiitl  from  pubUc  ootorinty  should  be  ob- 
acn'vd  with  regmrd  lo  ttw  Myddletoiu.  and 
NtjoiDed  rhat  llu^  »bould  uw  every  endeaiour 
to  prvi«iit  ibi-  necessity  of  u  lan-cuit  being  bod 
recourse  bo, — a  Liue  of  condua  that  wtu  goly 
10  be  adopted  iu  caMS  of  a  refiuol  to  give  up  tlw 
property  and  arrears. 

It  waa  also  ovoeaaary.  as  be  was  about  to 
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iWbbixl  on  a  !M>n'icc  of  (hiigrr,  tliitt  n  will  of 
hit  own  should  be  drawn  up,  baring  in  vipw 
tbft  Boeemioii  to  his  grandfather's  property ;  sod. 
providing  for  ilw  piij-nM>ni  of  Schmidt,  a  f*yt 
minor  lecaciee,  and  one  of  consid«nl>li-  magiti- 
tit<i<»  to  Thomhill,  wen.-  all  of  which  nwMttion 
wM  made;  the  midue  being  left  wiihout  i»^ 
3pn'«  lo  Viola,  "l 

The  death  of  Gibbons,  which  umW  wtcli  dr- 
eumstanoee  as  it  occurred,  most  painfully  weig^hiil 
upon  hi«  niin<l,  vnw,  conccaW  from  all.  It  vnxn 
indeed  hi»  intention,  us  \w  had  declared,  (o  mako 
pnhlic  the  whole  procneding  upon  bi»  rcUim 
from  abroad. 

In  the  mvan  wliilc  he  received,  and  he  wbhed 
for,  no  intelli^ncr  of  Schmidt,  lie  would  gladly 
have  consulted  with  L^idlow,  but  the  time  w«s 
too  short. 

And  DOW  thp  most  unplcimnl  part  of  lus  duty 
remained,  OittnHy,  Ih*'  breaking  lo  the  Myddle- 
tons  t)i«  prciienl  and  approaching  «tate  of  afTairt. 
Willingly  would  he,  for  Viola's  sake,  hare  buried 
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the  whole  in  oblivion,  could  he,  in  so  (lotng,  liave 
attmined  to  tlic  property;  but  thia  vtn*  imi-o«- 
iiit>le. 

A  )«tUT  was  tliererora  wriltm  to  liis  ^n-nt 
Riiitt,  lo  inform  h«r  that  he  liad  become,  no 
niaiUY  lioM,  po^ssuHSMl  of  tlMinill,  nhtch  would 
b«  fonhKith  [jrovcd ;  and  to  prrpere  her  for  itir 
r«8uliH,  To  her  husband,  as  propnrlor  of  ihi- 
mtatOK,  wiut  Milt  Hriotlicr  lelUT ;  and  having  with 
inlinit«ly  more  vexation,  perplexity,  and  iroubU- 
than  we  haw  attempted  lo  ex|)frf«,  made  <hr 
le^xral  tittxf^ary  arrangements,  he  proceeded  lo 
Harwich,  uhilher  the  regiment  bad  already 
marched. 
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'  HWji,  wldLui  l-^lvl  thy  mullin  wul 
Tt  htu  thy  Inimpnt  on  th«  hUrt; 
Tbj  <l«Kt  pcichuiw.  iDif  Qui)  tbe  fate, 
And  biii  her  come  to  thtie  mX  liit » 
H*  caiuiol  tell  ■  itddet  lale 
Than  did  ihy  elaiion  an  Ihc  s*lii. 
When  iMt — and  fii  away — ahi*  hgard  iU  liniieiiof 

«chon  bar 
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What  circumitancv  mon  tbrilUaf;  or  more  iiobk 
tbiui  liiaL  which  attends  the  departure  of  a  gal- 
lant body  of  men  Tor  the  battle-field,  from  wbcrncv 
who  can  tell  how  many  «liall  n-Uim?  Wlwt 
music  is  like  that  of  tlie  brtucn  trumpet, — what 
ardour,  what  enthusiasm  does  it  not  create  T  How 
mAgoifioetit  v  itp«ctacle  a  large  body  of  horM ; 
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KDil  how  nielanehoty  a  void  doc«  not  iu  purtin^ 
karv  ID  the  hearts  of  tnany !  ** 

■"  Slid  wm^  the  TtK^ting*  of  CUrolinc  Thornliill. 
Ak  idle  hoh«ld  tbf  march  of  th«  Lifu  Gtutnb ; 
and  in  fancied  sounds  her  ear  stilt  drank  tfap 
dj'ing  nail  of  tlieir  glorious  but  sad  music  The)' 
had  departed,  and  left  the  future  all  a  blanl. 
Never,  never  more,  jjerhaps,  her  prophetic  ««il, 
it  might  he  vainly  told  her,  she  would  MioM 
father,  or  him  she  dared  not  tell  slie  loved. 
•  Tlte  re^inicnl  ha<l  arrired  at  the  point  of  em- 
bitrkation  but  the  day  before  Villiers  joinwl.  He 
rode  hard  to  save  hia  distance,  for  f^rvM.  ei-enu 
were  on  Uw  wing;  one  day  might  piwe  fatal  lo 
fiune,  and  I'qually  so  to  liberty.  Glad  was  he. 
then,  after  a  long  and  weary  ride,  to  find  him- 
»elf  once  more  amongst  his  brotlicr  officer^  at 
the  inu  nherc  they  hod  estabti«lii<<l  themselTCSJ 
(■•  It  iva.<t  evening,  his  dinner  concluded,  and  his 
claret  taating-  peculiarly  grateful  from  the  i««- 
lious  fatigue.  Ho  might  bo  atlmiriug  the  long 
slender  glass  wliicli  contained  it ;  or  jierhapii  hia 
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ideaa  were  far  otbcririse  directed,  when  White* 
cote,  with  a  paper  before   him,  at  once  broke 

forth  1 — *■ '  Horrible  murder  near  I) ■*  Why 

tliaL's  ihc  uma  you  were  at  the  oiher  day,  Vil- 
Iwn,  i*  il  not  f — at  leant  tiie  Colouel'ii  letter 
wiu^yei ;  it  vMt  directed  there.  Had  this  been 
heard  of  then  ?  By  gnd,  here's  a  deBcription  of 
Ibe supposed  murderers;  and,"  added  tic,  laugh- 
ing, "  one  of  them  is  decidedly  like  your*  ■.-^ 
'  Voung  man,  with  d&rk  brown  hair,  dark  eyeH. 
stands  about  five  feet  nine  or  ten,  good  lookingl 
—Nay,  there  all  comparison  ends — 'a  mole  or 
spot  on  thu  left  cheek.*  "  VUliers  felt  himself 
bhish.  " '  By  gad,  il  must  be  you!'  said  VVhich- 
cot«,  mow  siiiously,^ — "'and  Elo[^>rd  at  tlni — ' 
WbU  iun  did  you  clop  at?'" 
t>  "  Tlt«:  Lamb,"  r<-pli(.-d  he,  nwollecting  Schmidt's 
bevHlry. 

•'ii  ^Ah,  then,  this  is  the  Kom  and  Crown,"  said 
Whtchcote,  with  his  usual  obtuseness— "  devilbh 
extraordinary,  though — '  two  horses  and  a  groom 
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— body  fousd  in  the  wood,  mud)  mkn^ted,^ — 
pearl-handlrcl  kniA?,  with  the  iniltftls  C.  V  on 
the  handle.'  By  gad,  this  is  ttry  extraonlinsry, 
Charles !" 

"  Hush !"  Mid  Viltien,  as  Whicbcoie  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  dMcri))tion  of  Schmidt,  Cor 
the  ■ppT«h<-n.->ioo  of  whom,  and  111*  eompanioo, 
a  hundred  pounds  reward  were  oflered,  iind  a 
little  lower  down,  on  the  same  paper,  the  name 
of  Villiers  uiid  Schmidt  at  (iill  length  inserted,  as 
the  suspected  panics.  "  Hush !— come  into  my 
room,  and  I  will  rely  on  your  honour  not  to 
let  what  I  shall  tell  you  ^  furth(T,^-a»d  ber«. 
pw  me  that  paper,"  which  he  uncemnoniuosly 
put  in  ibe  6re-  The  rem  of  ilw  offiwr*  had,  be- 
fore this,  dropped  off  to  their  several  bed*,  and 
fortunately  the  two  coUoquists  were  alone  in  the 
room. 

WliiclKote  did  mleoM  to  his  feelings,  and  for 
onoe  ke])l  his  loiiguc  from  babbling  the  secret 
oonlided  to  him. 


TILUBUt. 


Tba  nexi  morning  at  day-light  the  regiment 
embarked  on  board  the  transports  prorided  fir 
them ;  and  after  a  prospratiuB  voyage,  anivsd  at 
Ostende. 


END  OF   VOL.    II. 
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irhieh  thpy  \mn  with  [irrciso  femnlity  bm 
duly  loppnl.  in  the  most  striking  part  of  Ihrir 
pretcittions, — all  tlioar  mtdcr  od»  mile  of  roul 
a  specimen  of  the  mntunder,  perhaps  for  aneaiy 
or  eig^y. 

Why  do  the  spires  attract  ?  Becauae  they  ir- 
mind  u»  «o  forcibly  of  the  jnctarM  by  all  the  IV- 
nitoh  and  Dutch  m&Bters.  Vou  have  Cuyp,  foa 
haw  Rubens,  you  have  Trniers,  and  a  htradrtd 
othi^rs  before  you  in  imaginatiod.  Vaa  aie 
slnick,  upon  viewing  the  couotry  they  faaie 
drawn  from,  irith  the  calm,  the  peacvful,  tfat 
happy  enjoyment  of  a  country  lire,  (or  whidi 
a  race  of  boors,  one  generation  the  counterpart 
of  that  which  praeded  it.  has,  during  m  tna^r 
oenturies,  been  pre-eminently  distinguished.         ^fl 

It  ie  ft  great  mistako  to  auppose  that  Mry  ~ 
want  war.  Iliey  arc  lite  natural  diildren  of  the 
soil,  and  the  tillers  of  the  ground  which  nrc  luid 
grandEirc  tilled  before  lh«m ;  attd  could  th^' 
keep  foreign  anniea  from  their  country,  and  be 
iliemielTes  kept  tn«  from  the  taint  of  aif  tw 
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CHAPTER  I. 

■■  But  lo!  »Teann  woot,  knd  not  invuo, 

Your  e}Ti  to  trvcl  in  •  livcLicf  ■igbt^ 

Hi*  lnU-moutb*il  gublct  makes  wt  bd  quits  I>uiiih, 

Ot  Dutch  *iUi  thinl— Whit,  bol— A  Suk  of  Rheniih." 

BlROK. 


Tberb  b  one  object  nhich  attracts,  and  whieb 
lakes  from  ibo  dull  di«int«rost  of  the  tcenery  in 
irsveUing  through  the  west  of  Flanders,  or,  as 
wv  now  term  it  by  its  ancieDt  name,  Belgium. 
This  is  the  light,  peculiar,  and  elegant  churob 
•pine  which  in  so  many  places  presents  itself  to 
ibe  new.  The  long,  long  tiring  liiK  of  straight 
ro«d,  the  uniTCnal  flatiM>M,  ibe  ti*e»  so  nearly 
reUied  to  each  oUwTj  UiBt  the  bmily  likenen  into 
VOL.  ra.  ■ 
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W9WT  inKi^)-  What  anguish,  what  esdtrantilT 
what  courage,  what  Urror.  have  uot  uU  ihne 
places  known!  Even  the  mind  of  the  gnu 
Miirlborough  wc  may — visionary  but  pLrasing 
coiUcmplation — fancy  oursclvM  inspecting,  as 
he  Ittys  the  pltui  for  some  siege  whtch  isjIO 
chan^  in  iu  elT«cts  the  nholo  face  of  aJTaUvrp 
it  may  be,  (ernunate  a  campaign  by  a  singia 
blow.  And  lati?r  yet,  En^and,  for  ever  doomed 
lo  »|m11  her  blood  where  war'a  note  »  UudMt», 
has  given  us  in  tire  remembrance  of  iv*l  Water- 
loo Uio  picture  of  some  dear  relative  left  man- 
gled on  (liese  plains,  or  groaoing  in  his  agoa> 
nlong  these  eausenays.  But  let  this  pan  awhil^, 
and  allow  Flanders  to  rest  in  peace.  ,| 

Little  thought  Villiers  of  its  spires  or  its  piei>, 
turC3>  except  wlwn  the  former,  as  we  have  sur- 
oiiited,  might  lave  told  him  of  the  approach- 
ing conclusion  lo  a  weary  march;  or  the  latter 
with  their  sparkling  goblets,  high  brimming 
niih  Mime  grat^-ful  liquor,  were  brought  lo  his 
memory  by  the  parched  Up  wtd  burning  thivM. 

^    •  V  •-        .     J4i:       i^       j-_-|"Lr    -7T1T  -^   fi    tropin 


He  had  ample  food  for  taemory,  tor  dr^ 
tbougtit,  and  those  feeling  of  the  heart  which 
none  can  tpll  how  painfully  it  throb«  with ;  or 
can  but  knOM'  hy  iu  sad  index  that  itom«  <)e<>p 
Mated  cancer  dwelU  beneath. 

How,  he  thought,  must  his  reputation  now  be 
sufliiring  in  England,  branded  as  a  mur^lrrOT, 
had  hUi(l4>ntity  been  discovered!  What  wouM 
tw  th*'  feelings  of  VioU,  when  she  beAnl  the 
<)reodful  oens; — would  »ihe  believe  him  iniio- 
cent  till  proved  guilty,  which  could  never  be; 
or  would  she,  receiving  the  horrid  intellip'uce, 
wHh  all  its  ndded  blackni.i«»  of  di-scripiion,  dis- 
card him  from  her  heart,  and  renounce  the  ob- 
ligation be  had  so  solemnly  adminisiered  to 
berf 

And  now,  since  the  glad  truth  of  a  will'ti  ex- 
istence in  his  favour  hail  burst  upon  him,  liad 
be  adopted  that  line  of  action  which  would  moM 
nodity  conduce  to  bin  hapj)ine»s?  "  Strange," 
says  some  author,  "  that  while  we  pretend  hap- 
piness to  be  the  object  of  all  deiire,  it  should  be 
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the  last  thing  whJcb  ire  really  covet.  Love,  ^nd 
vroallh,  and  pleostirc,  nml  honour,-^ these  u« 
ibr  rokds  which  wc  lake — w  long,  that  acrus- 
tome<l  to  tlii:  roere  trat-v),  we  forget  that  it  wn 
but  uutlrrltUien,  uot  for  the  coune,  but  the  go*!; 
and  ia  the  common  infatuation  which  pervades 
all  our  nc*.  we  make  the  toil  the  meed,  and  in 
following  the  mraiis.  for«ake  the  end." 

It  was  a  strange  iuUirraixturc  of  tltcse  thit 
now  urged  Villient  on ;  if  uvAcrd  tlutt  oould  be 
said  to  urge,  which  would  not  allow  him  to 
decline  adopting  the  path  that  the  power  of  cir- 
nimi^ance  coiilinujtUy  opciied  before  him.  As 
for  military  ambition,  military  renown,  perhaps 
there  never  was  a  man  so  eminentljr  qualified 
to  grasp  its  laurels,  who  m  indifferently  trod 
the  road  to  fame. 
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"  Let  tliem  anat ; 
Tti*F  come  lika  laorifice*  ia  Ihrii  Crim, 
And  la  Itu  flmycd  mtid  of  niiaky  bit, 
All  hat  and  blcL-ding  vUl  vt  offifi  them  1 
Hi«  muled  Mdt*  ihall  on  bu  ittar  tit 
tJ[i  l«  the  cnn  ia  bluwl.    I  am  an  fin 
To  hoar  thii  lich  repriial  »  >o  nigh. 
And  fct  not  oua." 


'I  J  Ik' 


The  beaitia  of  tlie  rising  s:im  lit  up  tlie  varied 
l^Msnery  of  a  fine  landscape,  end  diffused  a  red 
and  mi&ly  glorj-  orer  its  hill  and  dale,  giving  the 
whole  a  rich  Claude-like  effect,  enhanced  by  tfip 
brightiK-K8  of  running  water. 

The  figures  which  filled  up  the  foregrotind  of 
this  picture  were  a  body  of  hea\-y  cavalry,  against 
whose  cuirasAes  the  sunlight  glinted  with  a  dai- 
sling  splendour. 


,8  rmir 

The  Irumpot*  souDcInl  a  point  of  war,  and  ith* 
regtoirnt  quickriKnl  ibt  pace  into  a-  trot ;  whilr 
Diuny  a  stcrd  botinikU  boiMtstth  the  youJlg  and 
gay  cavulicr,  tlw  diumpotl  bill  but  ill  restrain- 
ing it«  courage  against  a  «tuirp  ami  iiiitidioua 
apuT.  .. 

The  troops  in  quetUoQ  mtc  tlie  King  of  Eng- 
land's Life  Guards  on  thdr  route  to  join  the 
ami}'  under  the  Earl  of  Stair;  and  vtm  in  the 
progress  of  thsir  last  day's  match,  panting  with 
anxiety,  lest  from  the  known  proxiniiiy  of  the 
adverse  parties  a  battle  sliould  even  then  lake 
place  before  they  could  conw  up  to  share  it. 

The  French  army,  under  the  Maivchal  Due 
He  Nositles,  occupied  the  opi>oaite  bank  of  the 
river  Maine,  which  the  Ufe  Guards  now  skirted, 
in  number  far  exceeding  that  of  the  Englioli  and 
tlicir  olliea. 

Lord  Slair,  who«e  experience  in  the  art  ot  war 
had  bwn  gained  under  I'rince  Eugene,  bad  no 
desire  to  try  the  lioiardous  experimeDt  of  a  pre- 
cipitate battle  before  Pmos  Ch^ks  of.Lnraivr 
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nutd  join  him.  7^)  r«cilitnu>  uwh  a  romvinont, 
'he  punbed  rorwardontheleftbankoftlu^  Maine; 
but  the  presence  of  the  Ftvnch  army  at  I^n^th 
obli^nl  him  to  halt,  in  a  position  whore  supplier 
nere  m  difficult  to  be  oblaiii<><l,  that  his  army 
ran  the  risk  of  Btarving,  unless  some  fafourable 
oroit  shotild  rnabte  them  to  elude  the  enemy*M 
vigilance,  and  decamp  silently,  or  the  jiinrtion 
of  fiOmfr  lar^  body  of  allies  should  take  plac«. 
'  At  thix  time  there  were  about  twelve  thousand 
Hano\-ariat»  and  Hes^ans  shnt  iip  in  Hanau, 
a  town  on  the  Maine,  above  Frankfort,  from 
whence  they  were  as  unable  to  dehouche,  as 
Lord  Stair  to  succeed  in  joining  them. 

There  might  be  a  few  veteran*  in  this  army, 
wlio  with  Stair  had  vritnrs«ed  the  glories  of 
Blenhdm.  and  the  slaughter  of  Malplaqu^  ; 
but  none  of  thrae  counselled  the  risking  a  batt1« 
with  an  ei»emy  so  supcrioT,  both  a»  to  pAipifpif 
and  morale . 

The    French  bad    ilte    rtcotlectkm    of   old 
Marechel  Villan.  and  many  more  briUiant  gene- 
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rals  fresh  ia  tbeir  jmoda ;  vhile,  «icept  a  mudl 
proportion  of  Teterana.  iheir  adversaries  «roT«  a 
^mention  renofnl  from  the  spirii-stirring  tinin 
of  the  fnmX  duke.  Moreover,  the  anas  of  Fmnre 
had  too  lately  acquired  great  njuywn,  to  be  much 
atlVMTted  by  their  rerefMit  in  Bohemia.  ThoM  t( 
England,  on  thn  cootrary,  liad  niher  rested  in 
•optatnesa,  or  what  was  mfinilvly  wonw  for  the 
military  spirit,  had  be«n  vainly  employM]  upon 
expeditiona  equally  misconducted  and  unfortu- 
nate ;  and  had  thus  been  taught  to  doubt  that 
superiority  in  the  field  which  older  soldiers  had 
nith  justice  made  (heir  b0a.1L  Add  to  tlin,  that 
by  an  unaceountablp  vant  of  foresight  at  the 
head  of  afTairv,  the  allied  army  was  placed  in 
so  do«pemtc  a  po«!tion,  that  famine  and  con»e< 
qiient  ruin  threatened  i)a-in  n-iih  disteitded  jii*v». 
To  remain  where  he  wa«,  or,  by  moving,  to 
hRzard  a  battle,  were  measures  which  seemed 
at  lirat  riew  equally  fraught  with  evil ;  yet  it 
cannot  be  denied,  thai  with  the  chiinor,  remote 
a-s  it  was,  of  being  joined  by  an  additional  body 
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o(  Uoops,  Lord  Etatr  was  rigbt  to  temporiu  to 
the  very  utmost  litnil  that  the  pr**ent  stores  of 
his  army  would  permit ;  aiitl  thr  Diik«  J'Arvni* 
berg,  who  commiindiHl  tlio  Austrian  «llt«s  it  in 
to  be  supposed  acquiesced  io  thia  meaauT?.  ' 

I.  But  Prince  CUurles  had  to  contend  with  ibi- 
Marteluil  do  Coigny  in  Alvitcc;  und  it  nut  not 
prolwblv  tluit  he  would  with  impunity  bo  allown] 
to  pit-is  the  Rhine. 

.,  The  Earl  of  Stair  hwli  then,  at  first  encamped 
near  KlUcubttch,  between  the  Muinn  ami  tlie 
forest  of  U'Armstadt.  Hence  he  moved  to  Afc- 
chfttl'ciiburg,  with  a  ^iew  of  securing  the  navi- 
g^ion  ol  the  U[^r  Maine,  but  found  liimi>elf 
niilii:i]nte<l  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the 
enemy;  Uia  Due  de  Noailles,  posted  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  having  already  got 
posseaaioQ  of  the  principal  posts,  so  a»  to  cut 
off  all  Mipplies  from  that  quarter. 

The  allies  numbered  about  forty  thousand 
men,  British,  Hanoverians,  and  Austrians — ilie 
French  sixty  thousand. 
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-  And  BOOT,  havbif{  gix-en  this  short  review  of 
the  mililary  aspects  of  the  period,  in  this  prertM 
qiiarler  of  Europe,  and  thus  refreshed  the  metaorf 
of  my  readers,  I  take  lea\'e  (o  return  1o  the  Life 
Gtinrds,  a  gallant  corps,  which  arriviug  fresh 
from  England,  it  may  be  siippoMd  would  pron 
H  irolcome  ttcquiiiition  lo  Lord  Stair. 

The  beaiy  cavalry  wtill  nHaiucd  Uic  cuinkus  at 
the  time  of  which  wo  apeak,  1743;  and  indeed 
it  aeems  extraordinary  that  tliis  eminntUy  Mr- 
vioeable  pic«e  of  armour  nhoiild  ever  have  (alles 
into  disuise.  Yel  the  strange  mixture  of  the 
useful  3iid  the  cttmbroutt,  the  warlike  and  the 
fo]>iii!tli,  in  the  soldier's  dress  of  the  period,  mi.iie 
wonder  in  the  more  modem  warrior,  that  armies 
could  have  endured  the  campaigns,  and  fought 
the  battles  ihey  did,  for  90  many  years  of  high 
achievement,  witliout  the  monstrous  incoiivcnitnce 
and  absurdity  of  «omo  part  of  their  equipment 
suggesting  itself  10  those  who  had  (he  nwnage- 
ment  of  military  afTuini. 

But  fashion  and  custom,  more  arbilrair  than 
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wny  other  nilen,  dxacted  irom  the  soldier  con- 
rormity  lo  tWir  liiwis  however  cold,  heat,  or 
fatigue  might  itMlun'  die  reMliotis  lliought  to 
rise,  or  the  arrogant  awmniplion  of  at>ility,  on 
(he  part  of  an  officer,  to  iinpixn«  upon  tlie  quaiitt 
aitire  with  whieh  be  was  int-ented. 

"Caroline  would  be  a  useful  aide-de-camp, 
dr,"  remarked  Villiers.  who  was  imw  doinf; 
Major's  duljr;  tlie  (irat  of  lheiu<  ofBoers  having 
been  promoted  to  the  command  of  «  repment 
previously  tu  the  Life  Gunrtls  leatving  England, 
and  the  second,  conveniently  enough  for  our 
friend,  falling  aick  of  a  fei'er  at  Ghent. 

Thonihill,  as  he  threw  from  him  the  torn 
and  Riaincd  ruffle  which  hud  produoed  the  re- 
mark, tmilcil  at  tltis  alluftion  lo  his  daughter, 
but  more  from  courtesy  than  pleamire ;  for  he 
thought  of  the  itoLated  situation  in  which  *lu- 
would  be  left  did  the  chance  of  w  ar  uke  from 
her  his  prolection. 

"If  she  was  with  us,"  continued  Villiers,  in 
an  under  tone  to  Bohun,  "  I  think  the  Colonel 
would  hare  many  uppliotions  to  be  admitted 
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of    th«    Stair,~<m«,    oerfainly  : — what    tliioT 
your 

Bohun  tiirn«l  away  his  hpad. 

Bui  Villicr*  maliciously  ran  on  in  the  same 
straiD,  BCeliiiig,  perhaps,  to  distract  his  cnrn 
thoughu  Trom  other  things  which  they  bad  hiit 
loo  much  dw«h  on  of  lBt«.  B<«iile§,  be  iroultl 
infinitely  ratlier  talk  of  a  lovely  girl  like  Mm 
'niondiill,  than  of  the  apjntiachiDg  serrioe  n 
which  thpy  expected  to  be  engaged.  Hb  bad 
never  been  under  fire,  it  m  true ;  nt  1m  h\l 
not  that  nnxioiu  mounting  of  the  esp^diuit 
heart,  which  the  more  youthful  Lieutenant  near 
him  might  be  aupposed  to  know,  on  entering 
upon  a  campaign  which  was  |)0»ibly  to  iodud 
him  to  his  first  of  fields.  •( 

If  those,  however,  who  beheld  the  <»unl«i«nc« 
of  Bohun,  on  the  day  the  regiment  marched 
from  London,  had  duciilcd  thai  «  thirsL  for  gloty 
alone  oi-cupiefl  his  mouI,  they  m»uil  have  been 
strangely  de>'oid  of  penetration.  Caroline  I'hom- 
hi)l  was  vwr  preeent  to  Itis  mind's  eye  ;  and  re- 
gret at  leaving  her  maetered  every  other  feeling. 


TIUUKM. 


Id 


'file  fint  maark  of  Villim  hud  tailed  up  re* 
Beclion!)  iu  tlic  two  rri«n<ls  near  him,  which, 
though  each  was  actuated  by  afTection,  resulted 
from  very  differonl  upriit^  of  kindiivM.  Tlie 
Colonel'*  *igh  was  Uiat  of  an  old  iniui  Horrowing 
lor  tlw  tmagined  future  orphanage  of  hiii  daugh- 
ter, should  fate  chance  lus  death ;  the  other, 
whoM  full  heart  still  swelled  nigh  to  buretin^ 
nilh  irgrrt  at  Itaving  purled  from  a  beloved 
object,  anil  Iicuved  witli  the  memory  of  all  the 
hH]>py  inotni-iiu  hi'  hud  pfUMed  with  her,  thought 
little  of  military  fanie :  indeed,  if  the  truth  must 
b«  (old,  as  Villiem  went  on  with  hia  badinage, 
he  fairly  gave  him  and  the  regiment,  perhafw 
the  whole  artny,  to  tlic  devil;  and  dcairud  no 
greater  sliarv  of  good  than  whiit  might  result 
from  tiinung  his  horse's  bead  that  moment,  and 
gaining  onoe  more  the  rood  wliich  led  to  Caro- 
line's present  homo  near  Winder. 

"  Pleasant,  oh,    Bohun,  to  be  there  now  V 
said  V'illicnf,  an  if  he  read  his  thoughts.     "  So 


infinitely  pref«rable  to  these 


confounded  long 
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Amty  marchM!  Only  fnwy  iW  19lhor  it 
^ify-day — h<nr  agreeable  to  be  in  the  Park, 
ri<lling  with  her ;  or  walking  in  Kensington  Our- 
(l^iiH ;  or  about  the  grounds  of  Wind^^r  ;  mkI 
th«n  ilie  good  dinner  aftrnrard!i — for  yoti'lt  grt 
Don«  lo-tlay,  or  perbap«  to-morrow ;  itk>r^'<i  » 
wotiilroiiii  paucity  of  provinionit  uilh  Ihi'  nmiy.*'' 

"What  do  you  say,"  demandMl   Thornhill, 
•'  about  the  army  ?"  «eu«o  '^^ 

"That  I   hpu*    they  hare  adoptnl   a   tipvr 
fashion, — they  don't  din*." 

"Then  llwy  mw*  fight/'  said  the  ColonM, 
gaily. 

^  "  I  wish  you  had  heard  Serjeant  Whitby's 
pithy  remark  on  that  subject,"  ivpUed  Vil- 
licrt.  -^ 

'■*' About  an  Englishman  and  a  bellyful,  ^ 
suppose,"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  but  that  is  always 
iheir  cry,  the  clods, — for  ewr  grumbling."         - 

"  It  is  tbo  nature  of  an  emplj'  stontarh,"  imt 
Villiers. 

"Why,  my  Major!   I  think  you  Mtm  in- 
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tUaad  (o  hfoA  the  ooospiTwy     Wliat  ia  ihoi 

j-ou  wy,  Bohun  ?" 

"  lie  remarks  bow  disa^iTeectblo  a  plam 
Windsor  is  Tor  a  quai1«r,"  mkI  Uie  Major  for 
ibe  time  bring.  • 

"  It  may  appear  so  to  him,"  mumn]  Thom- 
hiUf  believing  this  Btatemeot :  "  be  has  his 
glory  bfforc  him ;  und  so  it  ought  to  all  of  tis," 
he  coniiHutU  in  a  quicker  aiul  alirrcd  iodp, 
f^compurvd  willi  nluit  w  hare  in  si^ht !" 

And  )te  pointml  to  the  Engliith  »rmy  oa  it  lay 
encamped  beoeatli  ihetn,  some  llirra  or  four 
miles  ofT,  as  they  judged  by  the  bird's-eye  view 
from  the  liill  thtiy  luul  ju»t  cre»u>d.  It  vos  a 
splefldkl  (irON[H'ct,  and  had  a  corresponding 
effect  on  the  hearts  of  all  as  they  caught  a  firrt 
glimpse  of  what  moved  thdr  Colonel.  Now  all 
was  Sre  and  gUdne«s.  A  sudden  diange  had 
come  o\'eT  the  sptriu  of  the  men,  and,  in  the 
antkipation  of  soon  joining  the  multitude  be- 
neath, ihey  forgot  their  fatigue, — their  lliim, — 

men     Hi:: 
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every  ibing,   in  Gut,   but  ibe  eiprit  At  ea^ 

which  told  them  lUat  of  this  unmcose  body  tb*<j 
shoiiM  l>r  ihr  diitt. 

Tin'  Adjutant  now  galloped  up,  and  poiattd 
out  the  ntemy's  camp.  -<.„-i 

llif!  Where?"  eagerly  demanded  Dohun,  siniii- 
in;  his  eyes,  Bnd  rising  in  his  etJmips  to  catch 
Ibc  first  vivw  in  his  life  of  a  hostile  army ;  and 
as  his  eyes,  foUotviiig  the  direction  of  the  Adju* 
taul's  finger,  at  length  rested  upon  the  desired 
object,  he  expi-rienced  that  feeling  of  vxctlemeDi 
nhich  none  but  tlie  youthful  warrior  can  ever 
knotr. 

A  long-drawn  unconscious  »igh  escaped  him, 
but  it  was  not  ohe  of  fear ;  there  might  be 
aoxiahr.  but  it  was  mixed  with  delight ;  there 
was  a  sensation  of  awe  and  udnurutioo  that 
gave  birth  lo  it ;  and  iua  counteuanoe^  the  index 
of  hit*  mind,  became  quickly  radiant  with  a 
pleoMxl,  but  iiidefiiiHble  expreisrion, 

ThonibiU   now  drew  off  to  tjbl?  J>d«*   uhI 
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■eanitml  the  appearance  of  each  man  m  he 
pAMod,  wilh  lh«  eye  of  a  keen  soldier,  and  again 
riding  to  tlic  front,  gave  the  word  to  trot.  But 
although  they  iind  nccomplished  a  long  march 
MRO!  moruiiig,  there  was  little  occasion  for  this 
order ;  unce  every  man,  as  ho  rose  (he  hill, 
uid  from  its  broH  caught  a  ghnipM  of  the 
camp  heyond,  had  unconsciously  quickened  his 
paor,  while  u  brighlt'nnl  glance  shot  from  his 
eye,  and  some  apposite  remark  .was  addressed 
10  his  comrade. 

They  hod  twm  drawn  ti«ar  enough  to  dt»- 
tingiiish  the  sounds  which  llie  great  concourse 
before  them  scent  forth.  Suddenly  a  loud  chi-er 
resounded  from  one  side  of  the  camp  to  the 
other,  and  from  end  to  end ;  aiMthvr  followed, 
and  another,  while  "  God  saw  the  King"  rote 
upon  the  air  from  the  difTerenl  regimental  bands, 
mingled  with  the  glad  trumpets  of  th<*  cavalry. 

"  It  l*  His  Majesty !"  exclaimed  Tliomhill, 
his  face  heaming  wKh  exultation  and  loyalty. 


The  cheers  were  quickly  taken   up  by  the 
advancing  COrp=     iti^ii-  tn>mpets  sounded,  the 


spurs  were  pressei 
and,   enveloped 
Guards  Jraned  the 


their  horses'  sides, 
1  of  dust,  the  Life 
tu  Earl  of  Stair. 
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•■  The  hum  of  clUw  aimy  ttOl)'  mub^, 
lliit  th«  Bicd  ivntinvli  ulmoit  ica*iT« 
The  iccirl  whupcn  of  sub  othct'*  wktch ; 
,  .  . 

Tbc  uiDOURn,  MRJaipUibiag  tlw  knichtt. 

Oi>e  dreadful  Dote  of  ptnpualkni. 

Proud  of  their  Dumtien,  and  Mcure  in  taiii, 

The  caD6dBit  and  otcT-liuity  French 

Do  the  lu«.nted  Engliih  play  at  din  ; 

And  chide  tbc  cripple  tAidy-f^aitcd  oighl 

Whu,  hkc  a  fiml  and  ugljt  irilch,  dolb  iioic 

So  ledionatj  vnj." 

SuuurEUii. 


It  m)i»,  inilMrd,  the  King,  who  hwl  ju»t  rmched 
the  cuiip,  iiccompanuKl  by  tli«  Duke  of  Cum- 
U-rUiul  and  Lord  Carteret ;  and  Stair  took  au 
wu-ly  opportunity  of  presenting  Colonel  Thorn- 
hill  to  tlis  Majesty,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Lifi>  Guvnb. 


ftR, 


brc  ^rh)t  said,  mi  BOMABgcr 
■ift  iC  di*  nInUe  ofion-.  aod  ihr 
■f  bilaff  ■■*— f  btso  to  nunc  thr 
*»  •  AMingailKd  plwe  abool  the  ny»l 
The  ooBmaad  at  thv  rpginwm.  tbefe> 
t  V3ben.  «iM,  proud  as  he 
br  a/  the  charge,  raiurd    hiswU 
■n  ipdnfcreftof^  aiki  estv  cwrv  ovA  of  ^^H 
br  the  ardaoiu  duty  he  had 


The  Somn^a.  if  noi  iha  oMMuble.  h«l 
almdv  takn  the  nrtoal  csauDsod  of  the  army : 
wkOe  Stmir.  T»I>oluiU^  h  b»  Miend.  for  aU 
bad  fwnhs  of  predptete  copdoct.  could  wareely 
•Kpart  mora  tfaaa  a  thnited  share  of  wbatnw 
lanri*  mif^bt  br  in  store  for  tht  grraifist  taumft 
M  combiDHl  with  its  aehifT4'nipMy. 

To  esT  that  be  tr&a  Toed.  aoold  be  applTin; 
m  Aunt  term  u>  the  firelinp  be  experienced,  whei^ 
in  tbr  cuand)  namcdiaEejir  summonnl  byOcorcfi, 
who  bore  down  all  oppo«iiioQ,  itwasdetemunedlo 
liave  tbetr  present  ground,  aad  ptt^  for  Uuuu 
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whh  all  convmi^Dt  speed.  Here  thf  King  rcMltcd 
to  wait  his  otlicr  Allies,  and,  if  possible,  avoid  a 
b&ttle  before  thiit  junction  was  accompIisJietl. 
t'  Although  this  in  not  «  profc«8cd  history  of 
the  period,  yet  tt  may  b«  as  well  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  posidon  of  aflairs  at  so  critical 
a  juncture. 

)>'  Hanorrr  and  its  defence,  during  the  {^renter 
part  of  ibe  last  century,  formed  a  nufficiiiit  pre- 
text for  the  interference  of  England  with  iill 
continental  quarrels ;  but  it  is  natural  to  sup* 
pose  that,  in  the  time  of  the  two  first  Georges, 
it  was  looked  upon  by  those  Soi>'ereigna  with 
eyes  of  undeonncnt  and  afiection,  which  rescrred 
for  it  a  place  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that  of 
Briuiin  in  the  Monarch's  heart ;  and  the  jealousy 
that  this  excited  in  the  people  of  England,  was 
equal  to  the  dissatisfaction  with  which  they  siiw 
the  continental  system  still  pursued,  and  wit* 
ueMed  the  long  absences  of  their  King  in  Ilia 
foreign  dominions. 

Happily  for   the  oppressed  C^oniea  of  the 
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Weat  lD(li«a,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  waa  mini^«r 
no  more,  and  for  them  th^rv  was  a  liopc  dawa- 
iog  that  Spaiush  crueltj-  and  aggression  irould 
be  ptTcctually  urro«lcd ;  but  his  suoceoaor.  Lord 
Carteret,  in  bis  continenlal  policy,  coDtraiy  to 
the  expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  him 
from  the  violence  of  lus  speeclkos  before  taking 
office,  had  Hhovro  vvcry  disposition  to  pluog* 
deeply  into  the  wara  of  Europe,  and  thertby 
cuter  lo  the  ambitious  and  military  dispoeitkm 
of  hi»  Sovereign ; — a  disposition  nrhtdi,  lionevrr 
pacific  his  owd  wishes,  Walpole  hatl  ne\'er  ram- 
moncd  sufficient  firmness  to  resist.  And  now  it 
appeared  that  the  ruinous  viTiision  of  blood  and 
treasure  which  had  marked  tlw  ciu-ly  part  of 
tile  eightnenlh  century-,  was  to  be  continued 
with  an  equally  lavish  hand. 

It  will  Mvm  hard  upon  the  two  l«sl-iuin»d 
Sorvreigns  that  the  additional  sins,  glorious  as 
ihcy  were,  of  the  time  of  Aane.  should  be 
brought  in  judgment  upon  them ;  yet  was 
thero  uow  the  brilliwit  reputation,  the  inflexi- 
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bllity  of  Marlborough,  the  jucHcm>)»  mirul  of 
Godolphin,  to  tfocr  the  %««Bel  of  llw  gtat« 
through  the  numerous  difficulties  vrhich  bewct 
it  ?  These  had  waned,  and  the  gUltcring  bubble 
of  those  spLeudid  victoric*,  which  co«l  the  country 
so  mucfa,  had  now  burst,  leaving  to  the  present 
notliing  but  an  empty  reeolleclion  of  past  fame, 
and  the  rastnem  of  an  appalling  debt,  nhich 
the  last  Dec««aity  alone  should  ha\-e  tempted 
the  ministry  to  increase. 

The  ]K>ople  now  became  clamorous  for  a 
cliange  of  policy,  which,  without  involving  a 
compromise  of  the  national  honour,  might,  by 
•A  course  of  salutary  and  peaceful  measure*,  tend 
(o  heal  the  wounds  which  so  long  a  continuance 
of  agitation  had  laid  bare.  But  Lord  Carteret 
Memed  utterly  to  have  dixearded  all  rerolli>vtion 
of  lu«  former  profeuions,  and  entered,  as  w« 
hare  staled,  into  the  warlike  news  of  George 
with  all  the  readiness  that  could  be  desred 

The  Queen  of  Hungary,  however  successful 
her  arms  had  of  Ute  boeo,  knen-  tlte  value  of 

TOL.  m.  0 
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EnfflUh  aid  loo  woU  to  mt  weemt  upon  fan' 
nnn  nttourcvH.  or  tliose  of  ber  nearrr  and  mnrr 
natural  aUies  alone.  Her  recrat  mUfonuim 
liad  not  been  vffacrd  by  tho  latrr  nicccssea  she 
hmi  experienced  m-rr  tho  Francii,  and  her  ap- 
plii-aiion  for  succour  from  tbn  King  of  GrMi 
Britain  wa«  quickly  responded  to  by  Ute  landb; 
of  »n  army,  which,  ire  now  find,  al^rr  trinterin^ 
in  Flnndfr^,  encamped  on  the  west  bftnk  «f 
tbr  Mnine- 

All  fiifllier  delay  was  preventril  by  the  sudden 
anivHl  of  George ;  and  Lord  Stair  found  bim- 
wir.  porhapt)  againat  his  will  and  better  judg- 
inent,  about  to  be  extricated  from  the  dilemma 
in  which  he  was  m  unfortunately  placed,— a 
situation  tlkat,  by  the  I>uc  de  N'oaillcs,  was 
ooafidantly  looked  upon  a*  likely  to  prove  the 
Furea  Cauditiar  of  the  allied  anny. 

The  command  of  the  Ullrr  seemed  now  lo 
have  dei'olred  upon  a  Dictator,  timely  arrived 
<o  «are  tlie  host  from  deslrudion.  Whether 
this  was  a  view  that  Stair  took  of  the  proceed- 
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Jn^,  it  would  not,  pKrhapfl,  be  difficult  to  sajr. 
HuardouB  a§  ei'^ry  mo^'i^^lent  mu§t  he,  and 
dnperate  as  wore  tlicir  HlTairB,  it  mtut  be  con- 
IvNttoci  thnl  th«  talrntH  of  a  Cincannatus  or  « 
CBmillua  were  apiaranUy  ncce««ar]'  to  bring 
ibem  well  through  the  danger  that  bmt 
Umdi. 

It  Appciirs  that  th€  French  had  tieen  allovred 
with  impunity  to  throw  bridg«8  aenm  itie 
Maine,  and  lake  up  posiltons  which  might  hn>T 
hetn  dbpuied,  from  whenct-  ihcy  Ihrt-ateacd  lo 
annoy  t\w  alliea  on  the  sliglitest  (temonslrHtioit 
of  a  nuK-cmcnt.  Bui  the  admimblc  constitution 
of  ibp  Earl'ii  mind  wa«  Mich,  whatever  ht»  over- 
nights might  have  bran,  and  Iiow  bitterly  galled 
aoever  he  may  have  felt  at  thus  virtually  losing 
eommand  of  his  army,  that  no  word  escaped 
him,  no  sign  was  rixiblc  in  which  enemy  or 
fhend  eonild  have  read  disappointment  or  vexation. 

Ofdeni  had  oxt^miffht  htvo  ^\vn  to  Mrike  the 
lenls  at  a  certain  hour.  Before  day  dawned, 
ifanvlore,  the  camp  had  broken  up,  and  in  deep 
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in  front  of  the  allies,  white  another  in  their  Pf^t 
occupied  AschafTeiiburgi  bo  lately  abandoiietl. 
Th«  Due  tie  Gmmmont,  with  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  and  all  the  young  iiobli««c,  at  tiu;  hi-od  o( 
an  immense  body  of  cavalry,  wait  posted  near  a 
defile,  and  eepn-ially  directed  to  defend  it.  H» 
had  the  suppon  of  various  masses  of  infantn* ; 
an  ann,  of  which  tlie  French  had  too  great 
impetuosity  to  know  the  value  on  that  Atiy,  or 
to  mtp  all  its  avsilable  benefits. 

The  allies  were  now  upon  the  open  plain, 
expecting  an  attack  from  sevt-rid  quarters,  Tli« 
British  and  Hanoverian  infantry,  with  the  ex- 
oeption  of  a  few  detached  n^giment»,  had  b«Mi 
halted  and  foniied  by  George  in  penon,  who, 
with  great  aiumaiion,  exhorted  them  to  their 
duty ;  riding  between  the  linea  with  his  sword 
drawn,  and  encounging  all  by  hi*  dcmeanodr 
and  example.  The  presence  of  the  So^'ereigii 
waa  not  without  its  effect  upon  the  men,  who 
showed  in  their  rigid  countenances  a  dotenni- 
nation  to  fight  to  tlie  last  extremity,      'ilieir 
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,  wa»  indnd  oeariy  Aetf&nif ;  but  UiMn- 
•rln*  wcfc  iaduBiilably  firm. 

Lord  Suir  was  in  HOMher  part  of  the 

i\j  neonlMl  aa  a  beautifiil  ^ny  K"I- 
M  of  his  (WR  rawing,  and  broke  by  hiniMlf 
A  ditnion  of  infaniTT  aatl  ihr  greaior  port  of 
tlw  cafalry  wen  ye%  to  b«  adnoiapwMy  dw- 
poaed.  His  was  t>o  enriabU  dtuation,  wril 
May  ve  think !  la  hn  raai-  was  b  Wfrr 
fane,  nedv  to  take  adnnUfe  of  whatf i-er  migfat 
befol — on  hit  flank  masses  of  infantry  were 
adnaenif;.  wHh  the  appuvnt  hueaiion  of  craw 
ing  the  nrer  to  anack  ih«m.^and  in  front 
bm'CTtd  a  cooDtlrM  but  of  caralr)',  eager  to 
charge  his  as  yvt  tncooif^c  array.  Each  mi- 
mtte  of  tiaie  was  worth  treasam  of  diamond* 
vVnd  what  was  bin  relation  to  G«orgef  He, 
•o  lai«  the  chief,  was  now  but  bia  UeuteoanL 
Obliged  to  Bubscribo  to  the  dictam  of  his  Son- 
reign,  yet,  knowing  that  h«  only  was  awaxa  of 
the  slate  of  all  the  troops,  and  upon  nfaich 
particular  corps  iltc  greatest  rvltaooo  could  be 


[^aeed,  there  wa«  that  diKheartnung  infliiriice 
to  contend  with,  which  requirpd  th<>  oxt-rtioii  of 
all  liis  energies,  even  hud  ho  been  &trung  with 
nen-es  of  iron.  The  King,  meanwhile,  as  he 
rode  slowly  from  square  to  itquare,  with  llie 
young  Duke  of  Cumberland  by  liis  side,  km-w 
the  keen  eye  of  a  wldier  towards  tlu;  enemy's 
caralry,  nor  was  it  long  before  Ite  perceived  the 
expected  demongtration.  Tbey  were  forming  for 
a  charge !  On  tlicy  ciuiie,  with  a  furious  im- 
petuoflity  tliat  threatened  to  sweep  tlie  iufaiitry 
froni  the  earth.  It  waa  an  anful,  a  Irrmeudous 
moment  for  the  young  soldiL>r.  Tlut  ground 
trembled  under  titeir  hornea'  feel,  >nd  a  noiiw 
like  continual  thunder  reverlKT»l«l  from  tsu'h 
•troke;  the  clatter  of  their  arm*,  mingled  uiih 
the  ht-lli»h  Mcrcom  peculiar  to  the  French,  and 
the  grimdooked  coinuisiere  galloped  fiercely  up 
to  tlic  squares,  or  rather  dei'p  niuitttvs,  uhkh 
Ktood  ready  lo  receire  tliem.  But  with  un- 
daunted rvMlutioa  did  the  Jnfuniry  nuataiu  that 
charge,  and  with  aUnurabU)  ^teaduiesa  did  ttiey 
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vxeeut«  the  orders  which  had  bwn  piwn  tbmi. 
A  baiardous  raajUBUvre  was  put  in  practice,  but 
aurcecded  perrectly.  As  hue)  boon  preconceiietl. 
Hk  masses  suddenly  opiiMKl  lo  ihc  right  and 
left,  and  admitting  tho  hmulloni;  tiiU«  aeain 
doMtl,  pouring  in  kikIi  a  murderous  wid  cm* 
liDu«d  fiir.  that  tlie  wtiole  body  of  horse  vm 
quickly  thrown  into  confusion.  Steady  and  finn 
as  a  rock,  they  prMcntrd  now  no  opening ;  and 
the  Due  do  Granimout  iteeing  hiii  b««t  troops 
fiul)  slaughtered  by  hundreds,  drew  off  all  he 
could,  rallied,  and  r^fonned.     Too  late  he  w«s 

L aware  of  his  error;  yet  )i«  had  not  solely  his 
own  in)|>rtiio«ity  to  striro  ugainsl;  but  that  of 
princ<!ii  and  young  generuls,  all,  with  tltrir  mm, 
thirsting  for  the  combat.  He  had  left  the  defile 
unguarded — Stair  saw  the  movement,  and  has- 
teiHHl  TO  rt^ap  iu  promised  advantages.  Instantly 
he  percei\-ed  tlic  importance  of  possessing  this 
pa**,  ami  d^xinRlchcd  a  regiment  of  sharpshooters 
to  line  its  sides,  mipponed  by  guns  and  cavalry : 
these  were  the  Life  GuanU  and  the  King's  dr*- 
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gooiu;  the  latter  MiuRiAndwI  by  Colonel  Guylon, 
who  l>owG<(l  with  »cru])ulou.>i  ceremony  a.s  Viliii'i> 
drew  Uh'  n^gimimt  up  on  hia  right.  Xoailles  who 
bad,  atU:r  making  liis  dif^positioiu.  repaasvl  (lir 
Maine,  beheld  ibv  movcmciil  of  Grumnioiil  with 
frantic  grief.  He  quickly  brought  the  reinatndvr 
of  his  forcen  ovrr,  and  attacked  the  King  wiih 
all  anw.  TIm  artillery-  miulv  great  Iuivqc;  but 
t\\9  Ftvncb  were  iii  tbeir  luru  ctuirged  by  cavulry 
before  thry  could  form,  and  ^ufTcrrd  in  grviitn- 
proportion.  All  attempts  to  r<-gain  tlu'ir  {loni- 
tion  at  tbt  ptt!i.s  were  now  unuvailing ;  the  !>harp- 
»hoot«n  picked  olT  the  CAvalry  that  advancnl 
with  the  greatest  impunity ;  and  as  they  ccow'd, 
the  Life  Uuard-t  charged  iuul  drov«  ihem. 
.'  Lord  Stair  waa  ui  all  parts  of  tlio  field  wher' 
ever  his  presence  could  be  of  most  seniee  j  but 
firesh  troops  marcliing  to  tlic  attack  of  ttie  pae«, 
\k  impnwscd  tlie  King  with  the  ne«ew»iiy  ol' 
itrengtheuiag  their  force  in  that  quarter,  and 
returned  thither.  G«orga  fumiabed  a  fen-  rcgi- 
Dieuts  of  inlaotry,  with  great  reluctance;  and 

c5 


S4 


VtUI 


no  wxNKr  luul  he  \tn>t  ihcfo  (for  be  conadnitl 
tbeoe  all  an  hU  pulurular  property),  thao  thty 
werv  recMvA.  Bui  iW  Eart  mu  not  go  tkii 
DccoMon  lileased  nilb  a  pecttUarly  quick  smw 
of  hearing,  and  lint  truop*  were  k^ 

The  King  Ivul  n-puL«ii  the  aUackin^  coluRm 
of  NoaiUn,  bul  dared  not  move  from  lib  pou< 
inm.  Rxpooed  lo  a  mimprotia  artilUvr  and  ' 
h«U-siorm  of  muskrirt',  lie  rxhibitnl  such  |pil> 
laiit  bearing,  (bat  in  tnutation  of  bk  example  nil 
tteeincd  inspiivd  wiih  a  like  eolhusiaJiai. 

Tbi>  French  were  drim  bock,  and  >et«ral 
glint  tnkcn ;  but  lh«  Murvclml  pr^pered  tor  on- 
othrr  ntluck.  Aide-clc-camp  ufter  aide-i)e-c«iti|i 
waft  (Impalchnl  lo  donuad  awblaiK*  frtmt 
Stair. 

"  My  lord."  wiid  Thomhiil,— for  he  vm  no* 
bearer  of  iIm  tncsiin^, — "  Hi*  Majady  dcsiKS 
you  will  send  all  the  iurantry  to  bis  support,  and 
likewise  drew  oflT  the  guns  from  the  defilv.  irfairli 
lie  requirm  ininMdJalcly." 

■•  TcU  tlw  fving,"  replied  I<ord  Siutr.  biliaf 
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hia  Dether  lip  with  vexaiioD.  "  that  [  can  imtluT 
ff»Tv  niBD  nor  gun." 

"  An  I  to  give  this  ni«n.iage  lo  Hia  MajetiLy  V 
demandwl  ThorDhill, 

"  You  have  my  ivply.  This  ixnotimr  forccre- 
mouy.  Moreonr,  I  «n  in  want  of  support  my- 
self. Make  my  reaped*,"  cmilimiccl  Lord  Stair; 
"Bod  say  that  the  eaemya  cuvvlry  miul  hi-  tte- 
•troyml  bprore  I  can  send  a  man  from  this  point." 

TIk  thrcatmrd  attack  of  tlic  Mar<,^chiil  hnd 
taken  place.  Some  English  rcgimeuta  of  catalry 
bad  giTen  way  before  tlie  rallied  aquadrooB  of 
ciiiraMien,  who  fought  as  if  upon  llie  exertion^ 
of  each  arm  hung  ilw  iiUa  of  France. 

De  Grammont,  anxious  to  atone  for  hio  inili«- 
crelion,  seenwd  gilded  with  ubirtuity.  He  was 
iww  here,  now  tliere, — now  forming  his  discom- 
fited iquadroUN,  and  leading  tltem  on, — now 
covering  the  retreat  of  infantry,  or  defeniliug 
abandoned  gun$. 

Nor  was  the  King  of  England  lv»»  aclii,-p. 
Thomhill  found  lum  in  tti«  midst  of  broki-ii 
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Kvalry.  tiying  to  reform  them.'  Env«lefwd  ts 
"^loke,  his  voice  droniied  by  ll»e  lliumler  of 
camion  and  the  criee  arouDd«  hiB  long  Titlw  hair 
siiig«^  up  to  tlic  car»,  his  cuirass  ao  briglit  b^ 
fore,  now  bluitt  iitui  tarDished  with  fir«,  hia  «yes 
tutarly  litariiug  from  bis  head,  and  roweh  burie<l 
deep  in  iho  flanks  of  hl»  wcoud  tiorw,  be  hiul 
mora  iho  appearaiict.'  of  an  iDcamate  <lrnl  tliiui 
A  human  being.  IX-»pair  bad  almosl  takeu  ]m- 
■ession  of  him,  a.t  he  saw  fall  by  his  side  the 
flower  of  Ills  cavalry,  and  Uie  officer*  to  whom 
he  vfBs  most  attschvil.  Ra^,  at  (b>-  iaUtnpe- 
raie  reply  of  (he  Karl,  vnu  mxm,  bommr,  the 
overruling  impulMr  of  bi«  brv«st.  He  rami  in 
ihe  madne^  of  pafuion;  and  turning  to  a  Hano- 
verian officer,  cried,  "  Slolzeoaw,  desire  Lwd 
Stair  to  move  his  nholo  force  beie.  inntanUy — 
iniUarttly!  And  if  he  demtini,  atlaek  liim  of 
liigli  trea-son,— urrent  him  on  tbe  ^|>ol.  \<fo. 
Sir ,  ColotielJ"  continued  tbe  King,  turuin^  to 
I'horubill, — •■  Who  coiumands  the  Life  Gi 
at  the  da&Xni" 
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':■  "  Captain  Villiers,  your  Majtsly."* 
"    "Captain?  Cajttainf"  toured  Grorg«.     "A 
Captain   in   oomniand  of  my  Life  Guards  ou 
surh  a  day  aa  this  T' 

'Hiornhill  trould  have  explaiiml,  but  ihr 
King  thruflt  hU  hand  befon'  hi»  moutlt.  "  Ply, 
•ir,"  «i(l  h*  J  •'  ordCT  him  here  on  llie  instant 
with  hi#  r4>frimc«l;  if  he  demurs,  shoot  him. — 
Away  r 

Stoir  was  in  the  net  of  receiving  a  charg«- 
of  cavalrj-,  when  Baron  Stolzenau,  his  EngiUh 
deserting  him  at  the  moment  mo«t  required, 
rode  up  to  th«  op])o>ite  face  of  the  ttquare  into 
which  the  Earl  had  thronn  himself,  ai>d  vrhere, 
surrounded  by  the  bristling  bayonets  of  the  iin- 
daunied  men  who  formed  it,  he  snt  on  his  horM>. 
unmoved  as  a  statue.  Tlie  torrent  of  German 
nhieh  the  Baron  jKtured  forth,  hud  as  little 
«ficcl  upon  him  as  the  funous  chargi>  that  the 
«til)  powerful  body  of  horse  immciliitiely  iifter- 
words  directed  ujion  his  soldiers.  As  for  ihr 
hapless  Sudzi-nau  himMlf,  a  ball  from  the  muH- 
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ket  of  a  youn^  Koldier  in  tbe  square,  who  mis- 
took him  for  a  French  officer,  moo  put  him  lo 
dlencc,  and  the  Raton  fell  to  the  eatih.  cot^fvO 
with  glory. 

Slight  chance,  inilwtl,  wm  tberr  of  gaining 
attention  frotn  the  Earl,  ncn  had  he  lived ;  far 
on  the  Enilure  of  the  charge,  and  the  eoiuc()un)t 
roll  of  the  musketry-  which  succveded.  itm 
English  Marshal  iriut  rnrrgrtJc  as  he  had  befor* 
been  ininKnvahle,  and  in  tlu>  tniokv  and  con- 
fusion, vuddenljr  diMppeared  to  another  fnrt 
of  Die  ftold. 

Mcaimhile  Thomhill  had  mst  with  tnurv 
sumaas,  and  a  ready  atiditor  in  Villierb,  uboi 
after  lux  charge,  had  mnained  inactive,  and  waa 
ordtTcd  by  I^onl  Stair  on  no  arcount  to  tnotv 
IVom  tii:i  iHxition.  lie  belietvd  the  King* 
coma) and,  bowe%'eT,  to  supersede  all  olben. 
and  required  no  second  orders  to  willidraw.  -Ai 
H  gallop,  (hen,  the  Lil*  Giianb  advanced  to 
that  part  of  the  ground  nlmr  lite  Sox-eirlgn 
had  been  left  by  Tltornhill,  and  nut   triihoui 
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ibe  Ion  of  some  men  by  the  way,  halted  on 
his  left. 

The  battle  was,  ere  this,  decided ;  yet,  us  a 
laM  effort,  lh«  French  infunlry  were  in  the  act 
of  deploying  for  a  general  advance  in  line,  when 
Villiera  received  his  orders  from  the  Kinf;,  The 
regiment  wheeled  up  with  beautiAil  precision, 
nod  chnrgnt  with  grent  vigour.  The  eneniy 
«iemp(ed  suddenly  to  form  r  hollow  sqiwrc*, 
bui,  before  Ihe  muntpuvrc  was  compleie,  llie 
cavalry  were  an)on{;Ht  them.  Thornhill  rallied 
some  broken  M^uiidrons,  and  brought  tliem  ul>o 
up,  while,  at  a  gallop,  eame  to  their  oupliort  the 
KingV  dragooiw-t,  ivhich  liud  been  eolleagued 
with  the  Lil«  Guards  at  the  defile,  Coloix-l 
Gayton,  wlw  coiumamlpd,  supposing,  or  choooing 
to  suppow,  that  the  royal  Ofxlcr  niuHt  iudiHle 
him   also.     'I1)e  consequence  of  thin  deeertion 


•Fmrt. 

t  TkH  ingimwit,  •ocoMing  to  lh«  official  Rturat,  m«im  lo 
hairs  (uftnd  ■ramcDKlj  wliilc  iDaiiitaiiiiiig  Ihcic  iiintiiin  ■( 
Ihe  Katgi,  hnitig  bit  (mrii  and  offiovn)  38  killtxl)  tni  d'' 
>»uadcd ;  l,bnm>  141  UIM,  ud  30  wounded. 
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oF  his  H«gn*J  post  was  thv  optoiv  of  ftU  tW 
gom,  bm)  Ut>-  su(I<I<ni  fli^i  of  tbp  shar|MAMWn>. 
whioh  Lord  Suur  just  airiwed  nf«r  ihr  ifW  « 
lime  to  >whoW. 

Bui  itw  I'lTfct  of  tht»  charge  iutumI  ibr  in 
in  ra%-(KU'  of  ihu  iilliw.  Tlv  «fMfB]r  M 
no  Hmr  lo  fonn,  aDd  the  caii-alrr,  pouriBe  n 
upon  their  confiiMd  and  broken  nuke  cooi- 
iniiiMl  Midi  terrible  havoc  that  the  rout  in  tfaal 
quartrr  was  conplete.  The  fuUaJ  cry  of  **&»w 
qui  pent  *  r*  spread  IiIlv  wildfire,  and  th«>  Pivst^i 
iufanlry  w«re  quickly  mingled  ia  a  eroml 
fli|;hl. 

But  thp  EDglivli  canilry  had  yt*  work  bfkm 
iltnn,  although  the  King  hud  riddipn  up  lA 
Villtpfs  and  Btaid  iIk  pumih.  liKtt>«l.  b»id» 
His  MajestyS  iitjunctMRs>  or  what  might  hmtr 
born  the  cEFevI  of  Ludlow'*,  had  his  itmd* 
bwD  rcnwmben^,  tlwre  wa«  a  mart  crriBK 
iMcvHily  in  srlf-provervalioni    for   the  gallwii 
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Due  ie  Graiunont  once  more  led  bis  reai- 
nanta  to  the  charge.  Against  tbe  Lift-  CuarJd 
wu  tlip  n-lioltt  of  his  force  directed.  For  kii 
in»tunt  tho  Uriiish  gave  wuy,  »iul  ntuny  men 
and  hor»«»  wore  ridden  tnvT  or  cut  down ;  but 
other  iquadrons  coming  to  ilicir  vupport,  the 
milee  became  general,  and  a  Hhort,  though 
brilliant  conflict  naa  the  result. 

Ill  this  Hfinir  the  Sovereign  was  %  spectator, 
but  he  seemed  to  biiur  *<mw  charm  about  him 
that  n-arded  oS  nlecl  and  ball.  The  gallant 
Tliornhill  hod  left  his  side,  and  niinglud  with 
his  old  coninidtM,  while  Villicrs  and  thu  Due  dc 
Grammont  niet  hand  to  hand.  Perfi'ct  ma»ler 
of  liis  sword  and  hor^e,  each  party  seemed  on 
a  par  with  the  other;  and  so  great  an  interest 
did  lliis  loonuMtUr)-  combat  croatr,  that,  for  tlic 
tine,  all  in  the  vicinily  M^rmed  to  leave  ihv 
dedaiOD  of  the  day  (o  their  chiefs.  By  a 
deacending  cut  of  the  huge  cavalry  stcord  of 
Villien,  De  Gramniont's  blade  was  shircrcd  to 
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the  hilt.  His  generous  iulv^mry  itroppe<) 
point,  but  was  im mediately  wounded  by  a  pisiol 
Wl  fixmi  Komp  iiiikiMwn  Iiand,  which,  eoierinf 
beneath  his  cuirass  at  the  shoulder,  was,  hour- 
M-er,  too  slight  an  afluir  to  hv  tjikvii  noticti  of 
■midsl  the  hrut  of  action.  At  the  samo  mommt 
a  French  officer  »]nirrcd  between  the  Duke  ojkI 
his  foe ;  and  wlitle  De  Graromont  was  by  others 
hurried  from  the  spot,  ilw  Guul  found  hinurif 
a  prisoner  in  tho  bands  of  CoIoimO  Gaytoo,  who 
had  dafllied  into  the  conflict. 

The  Firiich  were  in  full  retreat.  The  Dukr. 
eollecliiig  the  remnaiil  of  his  Horse,  precipitately 
led  the  6cld,  and  the  allieii  forebore  to  pursue. 

While  this  was  achieving  !a  otie  part,  what 
were  Lord  Stair's  fix-lings  upon  diwrovxTing  that 
the  poet  he  had  ordered  to  be  so  carefully 
guarded  had  been  left  by  the  troops  to  whom 
he  had  committed  its  charge  I  He  demanded 
tlie  nteaning  from  an  officer  of  the  sharpshooters. 
The  word  had  bt:eu  caught  up  from  the  Life 
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OuaHs  :  "It  wu  the  King's  or(]i>rr  Steir 
was  frantic;  lh«  sides  of  the  {luubtvanK!  quickly 
OOV<>red  with  French  Tiraillmra,  the  e;uiis  were 
<lc«crtc<l,lhc  British  flod, — the  day  n-u«  lost,  and  all 
r«(rc»t  cul  olT;  so  Itioughl  the  Earl :  but  iiiRtanliy 
leaving  a  iipot  whrrt-  \\u  prrsencr  could  be  of 
no  furtlier  use,  and  gaUopiiig  ton-ards  the  ceotrv. 
he  peroein-d  tlie  turn  afTairs  had  taken ;  and 
the  French  had  hanlly  rommcncnl  rrouting  the 
ritvr  vhen  the  deRle  wa»  onne  more  deserted 
by  its  last  occujianta,  who.  after  shoninj;  ih« 
greule«1  ^II<intrj'  in  the  battUv  seemed  resolved 
not  lo  be  h-il  behind  in  t)u>  flight. 

A»  th«  panic-struck  hwt  crowded  upon  the 
bridges  in  their  anxiety  to  place  the  rirer  betwrwn 
thvnuelves  and  the  )Ka.\y  horw  of  the  allies, 
one  of  thee  temporary  fabrics  gave  tray,  and 
its  biirtben  wan  instantly  precipitate]  into  the 
Maine,  wliil«  breathlenH  thousands  ittill  flocked 
to  the  ruined  bridge  despairing,  or  sought  a  ford 
higher  up.     A  short,  but  slaughtering  cannon- 


ade  added  to  their  panic ;  but  the  opportunity 
that  here  presented  its-"  -''  destroying  the  Fivnch 
army,  or  renderin  rviceable  for  the  rest 

of  that  campaign,  was  wed  by  the  King  of 
England  to  slip  dist  by. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


■  struck  with  QO  Um  alitniu. 
Uicb  bauM  iti  bonw-Ccll  »m«  koow*. 
Kuh  blMdb);  htkrt  i«  pUited  with  fcranot ' 

niua  G>i  Ibe  hero  khI  to  thus 

Tilt  gloriM  of  the  ctlmncD  wa,[. 
Nought  lave  hit  urai,  itAiocd  with  tbtic  inulci'*  gore, 
KdA  bi*  col<l  Mhet  Kuh  the  •bore." 


Tbe  day  was  to  the  allies. 

It  had  been  a  hard,  but  scarcely  could  be 
styled  a  well-fouglit  field. 

Couraf^  did  not  appear  to  be  oii  either  Midr 
wanting;  condtKl  was.  The  impetuosity  of  the 
French,  and  an  early  sacrifice  of  cavalry,  lost 
tl»ein  the  battle.  TTw  steadiness  of  the  allies, 
and  particularly  ibe  admirable  resolution  of  the 
infanuy,  were  ttwir  salvation. 


45  TltLIBItt. 

The  Earl  of  Stair  w»»  congrstulated  oo  tbc 
vrmi  of  Oie  day,  upon  ihai  nobleman's  cvnuf 
into  the  royal  presence ;  for  tM>  may  ttus  be  csUmI 
where  royahy  is; — whal  though 
•• thai 


be  a  banle>&p)d.  the  flowtrs  withered  aod  tram- 
pled, the  bodtm  of  bia  faithful  dead  ! 

A  hah  had  bc«n  «Ucd.  The  Kari  iweind 
the  Soivreif^'s  congnUiilations  with  but  a  bad 
grace,  since  his  proposal  to  pursue  the  eaem 
had  been  uDlJ«t).iwd  to.  The  tut  order,  con- 
veyod  by  Stolsefiaw,  aa  we  have  seen,  had  neter 
reached  the  Marshal's  ears,  and  he  was  tliere- 
fore  if^norant  of  its  proposed  unplesnng  aMon- 
jianiiueDt.  which,  aa  he  mcDtioned  not,  and  the 
luckleiA  UaroD  failed  to  make  tus  appenrancA 
tlie  Monarch  not  unnillinfjly  altoned  to  rest  id 
lieace.  Lord  Stair  mi»,  hovn-er.  )njffieiei>tW 
noundett  in  his  feeling, — wbcthcrjuxttficdorDal 
ne  wilt  not  forbear  now  to  questioo, — and  made 
a  cold  reply  to  the  King. 

"Your  Mujesly  conceived  the  plan,"  aaid  be; 
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"it  was  for  dip  to  bu)  m  its  cxectilion,  Wbat- 
m-er  may  be  lh«  honour  of  tlii*  achi<>i-«>nu>nt,  1 
enireai  yotir  Mitjosty  to  look  upon  as  your  own." 

'■  Ver>'  wpU,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Kinjf, 
Bon)i>what  haughtily;  "and  ^-ou  would  haw 
in«  Mtr  that  I  also  am  to  keep  the  blame. 
should  there  be  any  ?" 

**  I  trust  the  cotitiliy  will  think  with  more 
geneKKiily  of  our  eiidenvourii,  Uian  to  impul? 
the  blam*  your  Majesty  surroiwA  a  ]>OHsibUity 
of,"  replied  Stair,  with  some  reservation  ;  for  he 
remeniliered  that  an  altcrcjilion  with  royalty  wa« 
a  delicate  matter :  albeit,  he  was  not  always 
tinis  guarded.  He  therefore  essayed,  not  by 
the  moM  happy  means,  as  it  proved,  to  turn 
the  conversation  rather  aslant  in  obsenriiig  that 
be  bad  Teared  the  woi^  consequenceit  to  the 
army  from  the  defile  being  forced,  but  that  the 
lAte  Guards  having  left  tbnr  |)0!4t  witliout  his 
onkTit,— »  drcumMance  lie  Kliould  strictJy  in. 
quire  into, — the  pass  wa*  imniediatcly  lo*I. 

"  And  when  you  institute  your  iwitiiry,  my 
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lord.- Mid  lb*  King.  -  1  Ur  I  m^  b» 
M  time  nae  Ufe  Guanb  shall  oot 
•dncmte  (or  tbeir  ileliBtioe.     li  was  hy  ay 
that  tliM-  left  ibat  peali     " 

Tlie  Earl  made  a  kwr  itwljjratffffi 

X  By  mjr  onkn  that  fhey 
the  King.  «  and  b;  ihat  d»r^  mtKi  the  lei 
of  the  army,— thrr,  and  tb^  otb«r  ngiai—  ibt 
,aa  nobly  foUofrad." 

Lord  Stair  nuiml  In  bead  with  an  imoha- 
tar)'  hnpuUe,  as  if  lh«  throat  swielled  to  rHA^ 
from  the  inUnn^  of  feelings  be  mms  ob^ftdm 
raetraiB. 

"When  ii  Captain  Villien  r 
George,  in  a  loud  roioe.  "  I 
of  my  rpgimcnu  wvre  commanded  by  tadi 
captains !"  And  h«  looked  ^emly  namil  at 
the  commanding  officers  of  one  or  two  canlir 
corps  vrliicb  had  bern  Ims  fanraid,  or  la»  fat- 
lunate,  wi 


glance 


on  ibesixit. 


DiimouRt,  Captain  Villiers  ;•  y«u 
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longer  hold  that  rank.    You  qtiittetl  your  i>o«(. 
ita|>pear3." 

Thp  King  wns  alrcutly  on  foot :  ]w  Anvr  his 
swonl. 

"  Kneel,  sir.  Your  name  f 
Villiefs  knelt  on  the  blooil-slained  earth. 
"  Hiae  up.  Sir  Charles  Villien,  lieutmuiRt- 
Colonet  of  the  Vint  Troop  of  Uone  Guardi," 
said  the  Monarch,  giving  him  the  a(-n>liKU-,  and 
thus  conferring  the  pniudeat  of  alt  military  dis- 
tinctions, knighthood  on  the  fivld  of  battle. 

"  And,"  continued  George,  looking  firrcoly 
round,  thou|;h  fixing  his  eye  nowhere,  "wh«n 
jou  again  quit  your  pasty  let  it  be  to  rendi>r 
your  SoTcrngn  iis  good  wn'tcc.  Retirv^  Sir 
Chwlf*  Villiew." 

Many  years  had  passed  since  Stair  knew  ihal 
mme ;  but  die  recollection  of  bis  se«retary'N 
taXt  (l.-uhMl  upon  his  memoiy  ;  and  as  be  gaied 
on  the  glowii^  countenance  of  the  young  Knighl 
Bannercl,  Iw  liwsmn*  vtriick  with  ihi'  Mrong  re- 
wmblmL-o  betwND  tliem:  but  there  were  objects 
vol..  Ill-  D 


40 


T114.IKM. 


I 


of  hjglker  importance  to  distrart  tbe  atteniioa  of 
tbe  Earl,  ami  not  i]>ni  did  he  make  ioqutry  if 
a  relKtrannlup  cxistMl. 

The  King  ordered  diniMr  lo  hv  served  od  the 
Mpoi ;  and  we  ar«  informal,  with  f^^'at  ffra^-ilj-, 
by  an  historian  of  the  daj-,  that  it  con«i«trd  of 
"  a  oold  shoulder  of  mutton."  Whethn-  l<onl  fl 
Stair  vrms  bidden,  or  catne  a  very  willing  gw9l, 
we  are  left  to  make  our  Own  sunaiaes.  The  H 
repast  wb?  short,  for  the  position  of  the  army 
vax  such  as  lo  render  delay*  even  tlien  dan- 
^rous :  aod  oa  its  oonclusioii  tbe  Kinfjr  deter* 
mined  upon  sending;  a  flag  of  truce,  cotmneodins 
the  KOiimU'd  to  llif  cjir«  of  the  etirniy,  while  the 
rrst  of  tbe  army  proceeded  with  all  ex)>ediiion 
towards  Ilanau,  tho  way  being  now  open  before 
Ibem.  f 

Amongst  tboM^  who  rode  up  lo  congratulate 
ihetr  new  Colonel,  waa  nooe  more  sincere  than 
Bohuo,  whose  blue  eyes  sparkled  nilh  plea- 
sure as  be  clus)>C(l  the  hniMl  of  hi*  friend.  He 
had  highly  diMingiiished  himjtelf  for  gallantry 
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throughout  the  Hay.  ViUwrs  being  ordercfl  to 
«pl«^t  un  offiwr  for  llic  flag  or  lruc«,  uMigitrd 
thn  duty  (o  tile  young  Lieutenant,  who  took  a 
trumpeter  with  him  nod  procveded  to  the  onemy'B 
|M«iiioii.  nliile  tho  victors  niu<lc  ihr  bpBt  or  their 
wav  out  of  reach  of  tlip  ninqutBhed. 

He  cro^sm]  the  river ;  and  after  his  request 
had  been  made  known,  he  was  led  up  to  (ho 
Due  de  NoMillni.  'I'he  nifwitngt-  wa»  once  more 
delivered,  and  replied  to  nith  the  grace  and 
politeneiis  peculiar  to  our  hoiiouriible  foes  upon 
such  occ;i«iutis.  Tlic  d4>atrr<l  aid  was  promised 
for  the  wound<>d,  and  parties  imiiiedtutely  do- 
Hpatf^hed  to  their  succour,  while  an  officer  wa» 
directed  to  see  Bohun  safe  to  the  riwr.  'ITio 
Euglisli  officer  courteously  disnHiuuted,  and  gat-e 
his  tK>r»e  to  the  trumpeter. 

"  Ah !  my  dear  sir,"  snid  the  little  old  Major 
of  infantry  (for  Huch  he  was)  as  with  infinite 
grimace  and  ge:4lure  he  walked  by  Bohun's  «ide, 
— "  Ah !  my  dear  sir,  what  a  pity, — what  a  great 
pl^-  it  in,  u  il  not  ?  that  two  such  nations  should 


1 


rtMJMtOM. 


Wwwmrl  Ah.  ah.~yn.  I  know  «w  »rfL- 
f '«!  pew  Ja  gMre. — e'fjt  pomr  la  glaht  !—emt 
»ai, — I  kmnr  xvr  vnU."  coniioiwd  be,  dm  alW 
mg  Ui  compwiioa  the  chsunx  of  »  i^t.— '  jw 
talw  muffF  Od  thu  Seld  Un  mr  nv  pwl 
rnnitl  moB  infame  amu — be  «ns  man-  iemr 
I  baa  tnj'  brother — he  Trll  into  my  arau — he  ra 

not  dead — I  could  not  Mop  to  save  bin rh  t— 

jou  see? — the   mitrailU, — »hat   ««»  nitl.— Ik 
was  fer  much  s]x>i1«d, — what  you  call  ftft-m'    *i 
■•  Woiuwled." 

"  Ah :  ionA  nam  you  see,  tir,  tre  can  n4um 
(o  ottr  blettet;  and  1  ^hall  have  hit  friciid  nUi 
tne  a^n  ;   and  «r«  shall    take  care  of  vwr 
rttjteeiablet  ana.     Ah,  mr,  that  two  mch  gnat 
nations  should  b^  at  war!"    And  haviag  rvocfatd 
rhe  briilgr,  Itc  iniddetdf  nnbraocd  Bobun  and 
kiased  liini,  leaving  ott  his  cheek  part  of  the 
snuff  bp  had  declined,  and  hoping  that  if  he 
»hould,  by  the  chance  of  war,  be  taken  prisoner, 
he  might  be  so  lucky  as  to  ^1  into  his  (the 
Major's)  hands. 
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"  He's  a  queer  chap  that,  nr !"  was  the  only 
remark  of  thi;  irunipct«r,  as  Bohua  took  his 
horse. 

The  juung  officer  thought  so  bitnwir,  but 
Isughed  while  Iw  blu»hn)  at  the  ridiculo<i»> 
figitrc  he  itiuiit  have  oiade  in  the  eyes  of  his 
Allciuliint. 

They  had  now  to  pick  their  way  through 
imps  of  kilUd  and  wotin<lc(l.  It  was  an  ap- 
palling KiCtne, — a  clrcatl  initiation  for  Bohuii ; 
but  a  day'ii  ex|M;rience.  such  as  tlwt  ficM  front 
early  dawn  had  lent,  was  worth  more  to  him 
than  many  years  poMed  in  the  dull  round  of 
common  life;  and  lite  hilheno  «freminikt«!  htiy 
might  dale  himself  man  from  that  time. 

They  had  come  to  a  part  of  the  ground  where 
the  last  fierce  conflict  had  liikeii  phinc  bt-twrrn 
the  Brilixh  i^nvalry  and  thv  houftohold  Iroop"  if 
Ftance.  An  exclamation  from  the  trumpeter 
dectrifietl  Botuin,  wlio  in  an  instant  was  off  hia 
bone  aiul  knei'liag  by  the  dead  body  of  Coloitel 
TI)ornh>ll;^the  glazed  eye,  the  dropjied  jaw.  the 
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eold  ri|:iditjr  of  franw.  and  now  dried  Btfe&m 
blood  that  bad  welled  from  an  alRUttt  imptr- 
cvplibli-  wound,  nlwir  Munk  tlii;  ball  dcyp  in  h» 
ti»aipl«,  telling  too  plainly  tlic  sad  truth.  The 
iTumpetor,  in  nidi:  but  honesl  atnun,  expnawd 
hi§  ^of.  We  need  not  nay  what  additional 
cauf«  for  Ktrrow  then'  cxititcxl  in  Bohun's  breaat 
Vtlmt  would  bo  tlic  wretclicd  Caroline's  feetingt 
ffhep  tin:  talc  was  lold?  Wlio  nhoiilO  if II  il 
her  ?  But  there  was  little  time  for  deliiy.  He 
took  Thornhill's  wutch  Irom  his  porJiel,  aa  s 
relic  of  one  he  loved,  and  to  be  given  to  hi» 
daughter,  and  the  purse,  which  liad  b««n  her 
work.  He  emptied  its  contenta  into  the  trum- 
peter a  hand,  and  kept  tlio  silken  ir«iURirc ;  Ihni 
mounted,  and  rode  forward  in  itilonoe. 

The  army  was  some  way  in  advance,  and  the 
rraning  closing  in  wet  and  stormy,  when  Bohun 
tame  up  with  his  comrades.  The  King  ordered 
a  second  hall ;  tiiid  with  tlw;  sky  for  a  covering, 
instead  of  the  hoijpitnhle  roof*  of  Hanau,  the 
allied  forces  bivouaccd  before  that  town,  wltich 
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they  entered  (he  next  morniag  in  ^uiw  of  a  ood- 
qurring  army— proud  iii  tlie  clangour  of  iruin^ 
pets  und  military  muaic,  the  pomp  of  flowing 
IwnnerH,  and  the  triumph  of  many  prisoners. 

The  King's  receptioD  iras  enthusiastic;  and 
for  the  band  of  heroes  who  accompanied  him, 
no  efTortit  of  the  dtizeas  seemed  sufGcient  iu  tlieir 
own  minds  to  show  thuir  seal. 

W'v  do  not  purpOM!  going  into  detail  upon 
the  further  operations  of  the  allied  anny.  The 
campaign  indeed  may  he  said  (o  hikvo  ended 
with  Detlingvn.  The  King  was  on  many  liunds 
blamed  for  not  liMti^niag  to  tlu-  iidvicc  of  Lord 
Stair ;  and  chances  were,  aa  the  letter*  of 
Marechal  N'oailles  to  Louis  XV.  afterwards 
Hhowrd,  thrown  away,  that  might  liun;  b«eu 
turned  greatly  to  advantage,  had  actii*  mea- 
Aureo  been  decided  on.  George  was,  howCT'er, 
too  glad  to  have  saved  liis  army  from  destruc- 
tion, to  seek  further  glory,  and  the  combined 
forces  remained  for  M>me  limi;  ()uictly  in  gar- 
rison at  Uanau.     The  Marshal,  uuknowiog  of 
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the  (k-licnti^  poniiioii  of  Lonl  Slair,  and  ignorant 
of  liiu  sterling  a1iiUli«N  vrilh  suflicienc  niodnty 
told  hia  Sovereign  tliat  "  it  wu  rorluoale  for  him 
lir  h<ul  luM  to  deal  with  a  Marlborougli.  a  Sta- 
rvnibcrg.  or  an  Eugene,  oltwrwtsc  the  is«ue  vt 
the  campaign  must  have  been  very  difleretit*. 


"  1  titoiighl,"  said  Dohun,  on  ibe  M-cond  day 
of  their  rest,  "  that  you  returned  Colonel  Gay- 
ion's  bow  rery  coldly,  Villicra." 

"  ll^*  nili,  perchanoe,  feel  something  colder, 
when  ihiit  uotiiid  is  wvll,"  returned  the  Kni^bt 
"  It  is  n  hard  tltiiig  to  accuse  a  man  of  aMuien- 
nalion,  or  the  attempt,  without  good  proof.— 
Woulil  to  liearens  I  could  tell  who  eUe  was  inrai 
me  at  the  time,  to  bear  witness !" 

*  Hiatoricnl.— Camt>lim«ntar]r  IrtMn  M««(9  fiuir  and  Mm 
NiMillci.  n#i«rlb«)>M,  (MMrd  un  Ihi'  omalaD  of  itw  WilwiiiM 
living  Ivfl  \a  11m  cd«ib)['>  ciut,  ei[iii«>iii('  Um  UnhMl  mu*n 
fur  Kocli  other.  SoiKr  \nA\j  vuuqiIik]  ottrtn,  lab*,  «  Lord 
Csrlnvl  oliHTiTtd.  *"  in  thvit  fine  dol)Ma,''—aa  odd  moMk 
Eir  a  Kiuitilo  maOiiu  an  gfficial  dcspalch. — ran  wot  ia  I-ixd 
Stair*!  itali;-<!Mili  to  Hit  Duke,  ■Hli  a  &■«  of  llUM.  the  daj 
aftti  tlio  balllc. 
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"   "Wliat  eon  you  mean!"  exclaimed  Bohun. 
in  a^tonifthmpnt. 

Villiers  itMulr  tio  iiniiwor,  but  sullenly  looked 
over  some  official  returns. 

•'  If  you  mean,"  pursueil  his  frw-iwi,  "  who  was 
atatr  you  when  yoit  were  wounded,  I  ca»  f^\«  you 
the  inroraiation,  having  seen  thv  wliolp  BfToir." 
•  Villiers  raii«ed  hiti  eye*  for  a  moment,  as  wail- 
ing Bohiin'n  furttior  communication. 

"  Yet,  I  wa»  iwiir  you ;  and  you  oin  scaroi-ty 
haw  forgotten."  continued  th*-  Lieutenant,  "  that 
there  was  a  certain  French  officer  of  cuirassiers, 
who  robbed  you  of  your  prey,  anil  iilniovt  of 
your  life,  — Ae  wa.*  near  you." 

•*  Most  wonderful !  You  indeed  ^ve  nie  credit 
for  a  short  memory." 

"  And  Colonel  Gayton,  of  whom  nu>rv  anon, 
Hcixed  ihr  said  o(fic<T  manfully  by  the  collar, 
after  be  liad  firttl  ibe  contents  of  hia  pistol  inlu 
your  womhip's  shoulder." 

"  V'ou  confirm  my  suspiciont:  it  was  Ibr  the 
old  grud^  of  hia  arm." 

D  5 


mtmwajhod;  mfennwl     luSiytm." 
■tku  G«rtoo  Kocd  (be  mas 
nl  M  jntf— tbnv.  Kill  ibai 
;«■?—%>«  gHL  'tia  ««U  I  fiwoa  jiou  ID 
(k«  b^Mw.  or  ««  rfWalJ  hmv  bad  « 

-£Mi!— aSoir  f iriMiwri  VUligra.  iMqng 
^b  aAMMrf  ti  (ba  obtusenns  aad  ioveteraey 

-Jfatr^'s  CMtwrntroM  Bofaua  "Bui 
Ibcf  yoar  faidn;  jttilti  ibe  eaoct  «[^iitw«l 
ib^  te  bo*  ■•  tbe  HMf  nn:  aad  faow  can 

omigb.  aii>i  LhiiiUMui      t  hope 

wiU   give  jmi  four  traop,  at  last; 

tba  Colaoel,  of  wboin  ym  md 
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■TIbs — tbai  we  are  tbe  ginrta*  d*  poeaibkt 
Knt^  and  be  a  an  exBeUcM  feUor." 

*>  Ave  F  You  Kem  (o  ban  mi^falitf  changed 
yoarvfiaaaaeClam-    But  be  as  tlMCt  ai  jou  can- 
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venieDtl^  can,  for,  without  wishing  to  seem  nide,  I 
muBi  It'll  you  that  I  should  inRiiiloly  prt-fur  your 
room  to  your  conipuny  for  tli«  next  two  hourH  " 

"  Oh,  I  cry  your  (mrdon !  I  am  off  like  a 
shot,"  cried  Bohun,  snatching  up  his  hat  good 
hunioiin-dly,  and  about  to  leave  the  room. 

'■A  mo«twi(rlike»iniilo!"  miid  Villicrs,  seixing 
him  by  the  arm,  and  pushing  him  again  into 
hiK  ctair.  "  Confound  that  FrenchDiaa'H  hall," 
he  exclaimH),  gna^nhing  hiw  tn^h  at  ihu  tuigtiinh 
of  a  violent  twinge,  "  1  thought  I  felt  all  the 
fighiing  Colonel's  cayenne  along  with  it ;  but 
Wf  how  a  man  may  be  mUlakcii!  Well,  we 
will  shake  hands  to-day,  at  all  events.  But  Hon 
became  you  fuch  friciidx  with  him  ?" 

"  Thud."  rcijli^-d  Bohuu  : — "  You  know  ihal 
circumstances  prerenied  our  ever  meeting  in 
England ;  for  the  Colonel,  or  the  Major  that  waa, 
had  a  vrholeMnic  fear  of  four  etone  walU  before 
bin  eyi^H,  and  il  wa^t  inconvenient  for  him  to  appear 
in  London  or  its  vicinity,  where  we  always  were 
Last  year  the   King's,  to  his  grv*t  Joy,  wcrv 
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otxUtH  abroad ;  auil  olit  F^turaorriK,  not  liktnf 
t\tn  kti-a  or  B  Dutch  or  a  Pl^iniNh  vrintvr,  w«if 
out  and  eav«  Gayton  thp  step.  I  cannot  th-ny 
iliat  I  ulwBjrs  fi'll  OS  if  sompthin^  wan  hmif(inf 
OR  my  miitd  nliMM'vpr  hi*  itimti  cume  to  tor 
rfoollrelion ;  and,  on  tlte  «v«mn);  we  joined  ihr 
army,  I  sent  my  compliments  to  him  " 

*'  Ttto  deuce  you  did !  Voti  wrrc  a  rortunale 
fellow  10  esciiiifi  an  arrctil-  Biit  you  had  the 
lionoiir  of  nn  intprview,  doubtless  T' 

•'  Certainly." 

"  And  »  prifik  of  hi*  sword ;  anil  w  (he  affair 
nided." 

"  By  no  means.  He  rcceiwd  me  in  the 
prcsciKC  of  MTeral  officers  of  his  regiment,  con- 
fessed himself  to  han'  been  in  the  wronf;,  and 
made  me  a  handsome  apolo^." 

"  For  what  t' 

"  Aye,  there's  the  rub !  He  had  foegotim 
(he  whole  thing,"  concluded  Bohun. 

VUliers  continued  to  command  the  Life  Guard* 
with  great  credit,  and  manifested  infinite  imd 


and  activity  in  rendering  Uicm  cfGeimI  ttll^p  tb« 
late  U'lribli?  conflict;  but  hia  wound,  which  for 
sonw-  w<wk»  Iw  conniilercd  aa  too  triflinji;  to  claim 
particular  notice,  at  len^h  a«suin«d  lo  dangerous 
an  appearance  tlinl  lie  wag  obli^il  to  rritigii  hin 
duly  into  the  liiindn  of  anollitr,  Several  of  the 
leM  badly  woundi'd  otilcem  and  men  had  con- 
trived to  escape  from  the  6eld  of  buttlr,  and 
fouiul  ihuir  way  int»  Hunau,  whrn*  tttey  received 
from  th<^  iiitialiitaiiiH  of  th4>  town  the  mmr  nooth- 
ing  and  careful  allenlioii. 

The  wom«D,  Willi  Unit  tendcnwBS  for  whirli 
they  are  ever  do  difttin^ished  on  these  occasions, 
were  assiduous  and  prompt  in  tlieir  endeavours 
to  a)levia1<^  the  xufleringn  of  tlie  braw  men  who 
liad  bled  so  near  their  walls ;  but  most  con- 
s]>icuou«  of  all  were  a  society  of  Strurt  de  la 
(Uutrit^,  w)io.  by  twuN  and  tlirMfti,  went  about 
doing  good.  VilliiTdi  felt  an  untold  pleasure 
from  tlte  attention  of  iheee  sisters,  who  vi«it«d 
liiiD  IB  Uwir  daily  round  of  Iwnevolvnt  duly. 
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Amongtt  thtm  was  an  BngliBbwoaiaii,  Am 
«woe(iMS8  of  whose  voioe,  be  thought,  spoke 
more  peace  to  liis  mind,  and  thus  contributMt — 
ill  itnu^ination  iit  Iciwt — more  to  the  cum  of  hi< 
bodily  aoguiah  thau  the  nttendance  of  anyollwrt, 
either  leech  or  sister.  She  bad  be«n  leiled 
during  h^r  first  two  or  thrve  naits ;  but  the  heat 
of  tlio  room,  where  tlic  wounded  man  was  lyiof 
ou  hia  sofa,  upon  a  jiiltry  day  or  August,  indtiml 
her  to  put  thia  aside,  when  a  counteoaiuie,  which 
but  a  few  jvarsi  since  must  ha**  l>eea  on*  of 
rcNplendent  loveliness,  unconaciously  gave  itself 
to  his  vii^w.  There  was  a  mild  expression  of 
dignified  beauty  about  her,  that,  csrryiug  hi* 
fancy  back  for  twenty  yeara,  when  she  wooW 
hat-e  bc«n  in  the  bloom  of  girlhood,'  sug'gested 
to  hi*  mind  the  mosit  periect  face  and  figure  in 
the  world. 

Tile  Nun  who  accompanied  ber  spolte  only 
German  ;  but,  although  Villiers  undrndood  not 
that  language,  tw  ttprang  from  \m  couch  with 
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a  auddenneiu  tliat  alarmed  hii  nuren,  wlun, 
upon  b«r  name  being  called,  h«  decided  that 
sbe  was  tbe  lo«t  lore  of  liis  Iriciul  Ludlotr. 

"  1  b«vc  livanl  you  called  Ida,"  said  lie,  with 
wild  imputicncv :  "  K  muM  hv  so, — it  is, — yout 
other  DaiiK-  !»— Clifford  ?" 

She  coufe^ed  it,  much  surprisexl. 

"  Alas  t"  said  Villiers,  **  that  1  should  liatv 
met  yoii  thii«  in  a  forcigii  lund.  at  a  momeni 
ttben  I  have  but  to  coiiiniunicate  the  sadtlest 
Dews" — he  Mopped — "you  wlioDi  bo  had  long 
b«lie\'od  not  of  this  world !" 

■'  Whom — whom  do  yoii  mean  ?"  said  she.  in 
great  agitation ;  but  quicHJy  exerting  hw  self- 
command,  she  turned  away  her  head,  and 
motioned  with  her  hand  as  if  to  d«>pn-cat«  for 
awhilu  all  furtlier  apeech.    She  fir^t  broke  sjlenoi. 

"  U  it  powiblc  that  you  can  have  known  him  t" 

"  Ludlow  !" 

■'  The  «ainc.  This  i:<  wonderful !"  She  rained 
Iter  cla«p(id  hands,  then  crossed  herself,  and  with 
a  vaal  effort,  stood  calm,  rigid,  and  unino\-ed  as 
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a  Matue,  with  hrr  arms  rlroii|iM  by  hor  sdm 
The  Niloncff  wa*  unbroken  for  a  rainuU'. 

VillitTH  was  loflt  io  nmaxpmont  ;  nor  was  Uir 
other  BislPT.  Ip«t  aatonitilml  ut  llw  teeao,  uitablr 
10  compn-heml  a  word  thai  ¥rBa  utlenMl.  -^ 

"*You  haTO  Dot  come  hither  of  your  own 
MOOkd;  jrou  are  an  inatnimeiit  in  oilwr  hiimk," 
haid  Ida.  "awl  sent  to  t«ll  me  of  Miitif  t*rnage 
thing;.  Von  ku()  your  news  wiut  of  the  •taddeil;' 
what  f     B«Ueve  nie  I  can  tmir  to  hew  H." 

"N'04  now,  aiater;  not  iKnr,"  said  ViUi^n,  »« 
he  onoe  more  reclined  upon  the  couch.  "To- 
morrow." 

"To-day,"  demandtd  Idii,  firmly  ■' Vwi 
would  Xe\i  me  of — you  would  aay  b«  u  lakrn 
from  aworldwhcre  lie  has  been  unhappy.  May 
he  Snd  peace  r*  She  cro««ed  lierselfaxain:  bul 
tlio  agitiition  tluii  at  fintt  bftwt  \kt  wax  no  morK 
aod  Villier»  folt  aatonislied,  perhap*  hurt,  iliai 
§lie  could,  with  mch  it  culm  (U]mrimenl,  ht-Hr 
wluil  itbc  lieliei«d  lo  be  Itw  fact.  Bui  In-  krw^ 
not  thai  the  tongue  of  malice  had  been  hinty 


VlLLUtKA. 


66 


with  liko  Dame  of  Ludlow ;  or,  if  he  had  heard 
Um  from  liiuiaclf,  il  was  loDg  forgMten.  H« 
knew  not  that  lier  h«art  had  been  waqwd  fruiii 
bim ;  »nd  lie  felt  that  lie  had  to  ooiiiinuiiicatti 
tltc  deatii  of  one  who  loved  to  niiidii«)i«,  to  her 
by  whotu  lie  iiiiugtiird  that  |>iUBion  wiw  returued. 

But  no  ntore  watt  iJiv  »oul  of  Ida  wrapped  in 
the  wish  tor  eartlily  aHectioii :  her  tlioughia, 
her  liopex,  nere  centred  higher,  though  il  i:i 
possible  that  ittrong  hod  hero  Ihr  chains  »he  luid 
to  break,  and  great  ih^  struggle ;  but  thp  mas- 
tery was  gained. 

"She  b  hardened!"  thought  Villiors  unjuiOly 
and  ilhiKTnlly.  "She  uaa  unworthy  Kucb  a 
heart  a»  Ludlow'^ !" 

But  preaeotly  his  better  feeling  prctUnninated. 
and  he  gavo  her  full  erwlit  for  t)w  fortitude 
■he  dittpUiycd. 

"  Ht;  14  dead,"  said  Sir  Charles. 

"  May  he  real  in  peaoc !"  e.xclnimed  the  Nun, 
raising  her  oyex,  and  cliuptiig  lior  baiul^  firmly.. 
"No  morv— no  more  lo-<luy,"  she  continued v- 
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— <■  To-morrow  1  will  aak  for  all  ycM  h*n 
loteU.-' 

"  It  shall  bi'  vourK,"  taid  Villirre ;  ■•  and.  in 
leUint,  dare  I  beg  for  some  wortl  from  j-Mi, 
wlucb  may  elucidale  thu  mystery  J  for,  brlievc 
me,  sister,  to  meet  you  here  passea  all  strangr 
thinp  that  ever  liaiipcUM)  to  me,  and  tl»y  ait 
not  few." 

She  waved  tier  liutid,  and,  accompanied  by  ibe 
other  NuR,  di^urted. 

It  IN  turn  nec<«Mtry  lo  mention  tliiit  Ludlo*'* 
death  had  been  communii-ated  to  Villiert  by 
tlic  cxi-cutor  of  the  former,  llw  unliuppy  maa 
wa»  (howued,  falliug  a  victim  to  his  ecccDtrkity. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  he  had  a  practice  af 
locking  up  his  servants  every  night,  aod  releasing 
them  in  the  morning.  On  repuiring  to  tbrir 
dormitory  Tor  ibis  puriKwe,  Iw  waa  Muldcnly 
fawned  upon  by  a  large  Newfoundland  dog, 
and  puslied  into  the  water.  T\k  |)0«d  wa* 
muddy,  and  full  of  weitU,  which  preiented  the 
failliful  animal  froai  extrioating  liis  maalet- ;  and 
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althougli  t)ic  !trmuit't  saw  the  accident  from  thHr 
window,  thejr  could  render  no  assistance.  Mis 
will,  as  appeared  from  (he  date,  had  been  made 
tmmi'd lately  "fter  hw  di-pitrliirc  from  London. 
Moot  truly  did  hi*  proplietic  Mortlx  turn  out, 
tbal  he  should  never  again  behold  hia  friend : 
but,  short-sighted  as  be  was,  himself  leading  a 
pcaceJ'ul  life,  had  been  ttie  first  to  quit  the  world ; 
while  lh«  wtdier,  pseaping  through  th«-  number- 
leM  perils  of  a  battir-fjcld,  »ti)l  lived  lo  hear 
his  fate. 

All  his  property,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
inooiistdi-ntblv  Icgucii'ii,  wa«  bequeathed  to  Ida 
CliiTord,  Hhouid  she  be  y«t  alirc;  and  failing 
this,  or  bearing  of  her  for  the  !>pace  of  a  year, 
to  Villiers,  It  must  be  imasinod  tltat  the  dts- 
covrry  of  one  for  wliom  LwUow  had  already 
made  mch  unavailing  Mcarch,  and  felt  so  fiercely 
the  gnawing  pangs  of  regr«t  and  inextinguish- 
able attachment, — one  whom  be  bad  considert^. 
ajid  could  once  scarcely  avoid  boping  dead,  yet 
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unoortain  of  ]iCT  f!air,— it  muyt,  iwU^I,  be 
ihouglti  ihal  so  unlooked-for  a  inwiiug  wa» 
calculated  lo  inlere&t  and  astonish  VUliem  in  a 
vMy  liigli  dpgrw. 

Un  ltu>  iiexl  viut  of  the  aisteni,  which  hw 
not  for  a  f«w  dayti,  Ida  ap])rarcd  calm  ami 
unmo^vd  ;w  u»tial.  SIh-  Iiad,  perhapv,  m- 
plaioMl  to  the  other  Nun  the  nalure  of  bet 
lntpr-c^)niniuiiicatioii  with  Sir  Charle«,  »s  ihiit 
good  MKtcr  itinnifHiUHl  iio  Rur|)riM  on  the  re- 
newed excitement  with  which  he  received  his 
countr^-woniBn. 

In  s»  eonctw  utid  gciillc  a  niiiniitr  ur.  he  could 
effect  it,  \'illiers  related  all  thai  he  knt-w  n- 
UUve  lo  Ludtow,  keeping  back>  as  yet,  ouly 
the  circumstance  of  his  will  being  made  in 
hitr  ^vtnir,  which  retjuircal  great  ddicncv  of 
touch. 

Having  concluded  all  other  matter  that  be 
tlioughi  could  interest  Ida,  a  siliiicv  cucccrdrd 
which  wa,"  for  mtne  nwmmts  unbroken.      At 
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len^h  Villiers  gently  demanded  a  perfonnance 
of  the  promise  that  she  had  tacitly  made  on  her 
last  nsit. 

She  complied  with  his  request  in  the  folloning 
words. 


?» 


-  At  A«  Ammbb  aC  one  I  Mvtv);  know  %»* 
■  thft  far  cMTwtfiiiiTi  of  mr  Ufr,  •• 
rah  the  hiMOfj  of  ihoae  yvt  atr 
■InadyMW*  gC  is  «di  adn  thai  ihayafaB 
lilfcMK  liriBf  yaa;  or  who*  to  dwAl 
to  pHB  liffailTonr, — whne  to  cMi> 
,  or  vhcnr  lo  slop^  ■ 

'  Hct*  I  hn«  bcra  mnj  J«*n.  It  is  ■  &«• 
UldkEtwa  farawmn.  Sh-Cbarics;  al  1cm 
it  would  be  m  far  one  who  tad  not,  like  innHf. 
iMtgaacrnooaneni  tfarfrn:r  vorld.BBci  eeoanl  to 
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dmrfrom  nrollection  or  ils  pleasures  any  nouroe 
of  cnjoyni«nl,  or  of  regret.  Here  I  have  remained 
»  cloUtcrcd  mniden,  yet  one  who  li»s  not  entirely 
been  lo«t  to  socw'ty,  for  I  have  Iried.  humbly 
triedj  to  do  good  to  my  fellow -c  renin reii,  anil 
hope  that  my  exertions  will  not  be  found  in  vain. 
But  it  becomes  not  the  prufi^on  of  humility  90 
lo  speak. 

'  Mitw  is  a  plain  talo,  and  won  told :  indeed. 
but  that  I  know  you  affectionate  and  true  to  the 
memory  of  one  whom  1  can  Kpcak  of  tm  calmly 
M  if  he  had  been  my  brother,  I  shoulil  not  now 
risk  the  ehanco  of  wearying  you,  or  Iklling  my- 
aelf  into  an  crxciled  state  of  error  which  it  is  tiot 
good  for  a  danglilcr  of  iIk!  diurch  to  yield  to." 

"  Fear  not  to  tire  me,"  said  Villier» ;  "  your 
words,  your  voice,— its  very  lone»  wotlie  nnd 
diarm  me ;  they  fall  upon  my  ear  like  ihoae  of 
•Be  iut  dear  to  me  as  rou  once  wer«  to  him  who 
has  led  UH ;  iliey  are  like  murmuring  «immer 
brook»,  meWnclioly.  Hixlcr,  i  admit,  but  faaci- 
natiog.     What  muKi  they  finraiefly  Iwve  been 
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to  ■  heart  whoM  irtfoy  rmafonng  fmrtkrle  «* 
Atej)  poit^mti !"  thoughl  VillirM. 

"  Ilu^h,  liiish !"  said  sisirr  Ida:  "  ihia  Ik 
Ian|:u9i^<<  loo  like — it  is  long  mactt  I  hnvr  twnd 
such, — nonis  i  must  no)  hcaracain.  * 

"  You  know  of  ihc  pUn  formnl  in  the  hMi 
oT  unirflmion,  hy  Mr.  Ludlow,  In  imiitch  mr 
Trom  tho  hunils  of  Fathpr  Michael,  who  WM 
conducting  m«  to  a  Mnv4>nt.  a*  hi>  (LimUmO 
believrd,  ill  hi*  heart,  airainat  my  ivill,  nguB^ 
my  judgment.  It  nras  not  so.  You  hav#  told 
me  mueh  thni  tmds  to  comfort;  for  I  would 
fain  not  think  too  badly  of  thow  n*fao  ha\«  de- 
pannl.  I  honour  hia  memory  for  t\»  lorp  hr 
bore  tne — I  re^t  him ;  and  yet  1  am  soothed 
by  the  cluingt*  that  Intierly  came  m'er  hta  fieiw 
spirit,  which  you  tell  me  of:  he  was  almost  too 
oner^ic,  too  wild  to  love;  and  yet  I  borr  him 
affrction  ro  siro«|!  that  many  years — alaa !  thai 
I  should  havr  to  confess  it — were  necessary  to 
turn  the  current  of  my  thoughts  entirely  amiy 
from  bii  rancmbervd  fonn  and  liigh  bcouinir. 
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B«il  I  havt  mteavdnA,  nlthcnigh  tt  cost  me  much. 
You  u«  the  first — tbe  only  penwn,  ainee  I  lelt 
England,  to  whom  I  have  conBtlecl  any  portion 
of  my  gT»{ — grirf  no  man:  Strangle  that  to  a 
yuan  it  iihould  bo !  Vot  1  t-Htccin  niyscir  proof, 
oow,  to  all  hurtful  recoUectioDs.  Whithvr  do 
1  waoder  I  I  lov^d  him.  Colonel  VillierH,  for 
bifl  manlinMB, — his  mind,  which  was  greet ;  per> 
hap*  1  loted  him  id  gratitude  for  ihat  which  Im^ 
bore  me:  in  short,  for  any  thing  rather  than 
beauty  or  grace  of  person,  for  he  litul  ncitlim*  of 
(liesc.  HiN  i>ower«t  of  thought,  hlu  language, 
were,  to  my  young  appr^hcmjon,  as  gigantic  as 
hi^  strength,  while  I  witx  a  fragil«  wciik  girl. 
What  could  he  soc  in  mv,  I  thought,  to  cauae 
such? 

"  V'ou  liafC  h^ard  my  Ultlc  history  as  far  w 
thai  dreadful  morning  when  my  father  intrusted 
nw  to  lh«  good  priest,  and  to  the  unfaitlUul  wr- 
vant  who  deserted  me.  You  have  told  mc  of 
Mr.  Ludlow's  ititenliofw  to  (akf  nie  from  tlK>ae.  I 
could  huTO  forgiven   him  this,   had  he  not, — 
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what  do  I  «fy— I  Itare  lon^,  Umg  fiorgirPD  all 
— had  be  not  used  noch  mcaaa  lo  prev(>nt  hu 
scbenm  from  fiulurr ;  but,  short-ughiM  m  ha 
«&&,  hp  took  such  {irecKutkms  as  rriurned  wtib 
bitieroes  in  their  eSeds  upon  bis  own  heart, 
and  exposed  me  lo  infinite  tna  and  trouble. 

"  The  ir>cked  man,  the  pjt»y,  whom  he  had 
made  bn  partner  in  the  tmnMution,  hod,  tn>- 
known  I  belieie  to  Mr.  LudW,  often  persecuted 
wy  SHters  BBd  me,  hy  n-atching,  and  erwaiiig 
oar  path,  or  (bllotrin^  us  in  our  tvalks.  if  m 
were  by  ourMlres.  Wc  feared  this  man ;  for 
my  (aihi'r  bad  cau«e<i  htm  to  be  bfou{rht  befon 
the  ma^strates  of  the  county  on  auRpirton  of  a 
robbery,  and  spoke  mut'h  a^n&l  his  cbaractCT- 
ijoirever,  Mr.  Ludlow  at  that  lime  prtn-ed  lor 
him  that  be  could  not  have  hc^n  jmmni;  but 
far  was  a  ^-ny  bad  num.  Conceite  my  alarm. 
when  on  that  morning  I  sxn  this  person  cotnin^ 
up  to  Patlter  Michavl,  dimI  motiouing  to  us  to 
xtop.  We  did  so,  and  he  dismounted  quietly, 
U3>  if  he  had  something  lo  communicale ;  hut 


I 

I 


I 


VILLtgRB. 


Biuldenly  lie  caught  the  bridle  of  the  Fathn-'s 
hontc,  which  reared,  threw  him  on  the  hoath, 
and  galloped  off.  I  turacd  to  look  for  tlie 
groom,  hilt  he  had  stopped,  aind  scvnicd  hesi- 
tating what  be  atiould  do,  whcii  the  gipsy  fired 
a  pistol,  and  Ik  imnKMbatcly  fled,  perliaps  but 
too  glad  to  find  himitcif  utihiirt.  This  was  all 
doDo  in  an  instant.  My  horse  fttarlcd,  and  I 
beLiare  I  let  bin]  go  where  Ke  would;  but  llic 
dreadful  git>sy  waa  by  my  aide  immediately,  on 
his  tall  hone ;  and  seizing  the  bridle  while  lie 
Itcld  me  to  the  saddle,  that  I  might  not  throw 
aiyMilf  off,  he  went  away  1  knew  not  whither. 
Vet,  if  I  iv«s  aUrmod  at  lirst,  what  was  my 
a^ny  of  <lixtre«a,  when,  at  tlic  distance  of  about 
a  hundred  yurda,  or  but  little  more,  appe^ired 
Mr.  Ludlow  I  He  could  not  kuyc  me,  I  im- 
plored him,  by  holding  out  my  arm*,  but  alt  in 
vain ;  Ilia  hone  liad  taken  fright,  and  wax  fur  on 
beGiire  iu.  We  ga)lo|)ed  past  him  al  a  fearful 
rate  acroiu  the  hegitli.  Vet  what  did  lu>  iherv  ? 
1  ha*)  no  time  for  Ihoughl,  and  not  till  long 
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alter  did  I  think  tliat  iliere  was  a  rombioattou 
between  liim  arul  the  droodriil  Giles  (for  thai 
wan  thin  ^'l'*)'"  "iiKi*)— 1  niim<»  I  cuituri  now 
pronotiDCr  witlioiit  n  shiitWrr, 

*'  \if  look  Rie  sway  mil^it  and  ini)es.     1  «nu 
more  drad  than  alive  with  fright  »«!  iqchauMion 
whrn  vre  #^lopped,  and  this  ma  at  the  edfe  of  ■ 
thick  wood,  into  which  he  made  tat!  leap  ny 
horse,  or  try  to  do  bo;  for  the  poor  animal  teW 
with  me,  and  I  lay.  not  s^nselces,  but  nmrhr 
without  power,  for  R  frw  minutra,  amongiit  the 
long  fom  and  grasa,  while  he  beat  my  iarauritr 
^ithfiil  creature  till  it  rose  again.     Once  more 
he  threw  me  on  my  sad<lle,  and  urged  (he  tirrd 
horse  fiirther  into  the  depth  of  the  wood.     The 
tvry  idea  of  thia  plaee  terrilied  me,  for  it  had  an 
eril  reputation;  and  the  conntry-pcople  feared  to 
approuch  it,  from  the  robbers  and  iigrautit  it 
was  supposed  to  harbour.     Hotreter  this  might 
be.  I  saw  none.     I  would  hare  given  much  n 
behold  a  human  being;  eren  tite  appearance  of 
Ihc  gT«ateft  wretch  I  should  havo  hotted  with 
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I^aBore; — anv  thiit^  was  better  than  beini; 
tloiic  with  ttiis  liat^ful  man  ;  but  no  one  camu 
to  niy  assiBtancc.  1  exppctod  he  would  soon 
murder  ine,  in  rcivngv  for  my  falber't*  ill 
offtcM.  All  thi»  timu  h^  liud  not  spoken  a 
vrord,  but  bu  looks  were  such  aa  to  tlnke-  nw 
with  terror.  I  was  a  weak  girl,  of  eighd^ti, 
and  could  not,  ei-en  sliould  an  opportunity  otTeri 
nin  far  Man  he  would  ovortflke  mc;  anil  if  I 
•Uempted  it,  his  vengeance  would  be  sure  lo 
emne  upon  me  with  the  gpreater  violence.  Oh  I 
Uic  lout,  the  de»olat<!  reeling. — the  dread  I  felt 
m\  that  monieiiL !  Where  would  he  lead  me  f 
Before  us  there  was  tbe  wild,  thick,  almost 
impenetrable  forest.  At  cv«ry  etep  my  horw 
Htumbled.  1  feared  I  slioiild  faint,  (uid  «lmo»1 
hoped  1  might  ut  once  ilic ;  but  eveo  then  I  did 
not  ulto^ethciT  despair.  1  had  nerer  injured  a 
crcBturo,  that  1  knew  of;  and  1  trusted  that 
tberv  wan  a  jKmer  wlucli  woidd  irtill  shield 
nie  front  harm.  After  going  on  tliuit  for  nearly 
■  mile,  as  wdl  as  I  could  judf;«,  we  came  to 
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rather  •  more  open  space,  beyond  whidi  lay 
what  seemnl  »  bigli  barrier  of  rock ;  and  wra- 
ing  this,  the  roow  majestic  KCene  t  ever  beheld 
prewntcd  ilMlf.  Little  did  I  think  of  its  beauty 
at  the  lime ;  but  often  sine?,  the  wildnen  oT 
that  scenery  has  come  suddenly  upon  my  recol- 
lection like  a  eplcndid  plctute.  There  vm  a 
vast  fresurv,  or  mther  hole,  in  this  massiv-e  pie. 
through  which  the  light  streamed  from  ihp 
open  ^ace  beyond  (for  we  wer«  in  comparatin 
darkness),  and  di«Io*ed  an  immense  nmphl- 
Ihenlrr  of  wood  and  rock  and  falling  naier; 
and  the  day.  which  wits  in  tlie  early  piiri  damp, 
bod  now  brightened  up.  There  were  craggj* 
paths,  which  it  seemnl  almort  impossible  for  a 
human  foot  to  ascend,  and  Icd^  above  ledge, 
one  overhan^ng  the  other, — it  was  a  fearAiUy 
wild  scene.  We  entered  this  delL  A  little  in 
adrance  to  iIh^  left,  the  mmith  of  a  dark  can* 
showed  it»elf,  "  Hew,  then,"  thought  I,  "  I 
am  to  be  taken,  and  in  a  few  mioules  I  ehall 
be  murdered."    I  n'membered  my  hclplcssoess, 
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and  iheu  I  despaired.  A  fallei)  tree  lity  across 
our  path,  und  Uic  miui  heM  my  bone,  trying  to 
urg«  him  orer  it,  but  to  no  purpose; — he  fell 
with  me,  and  I  was  caught  in  the  gipsy's  urnw. 
]  shiielLed  with  terror,  but  it  was  useless  there. 
1  tried  to  propitiate  him  by  oSeriug  my  purs«, 
iind  promising  every  reward  which  my  fatlier 
could  give,  or  1  could  tlunk  of,  to  abstjun  from 
hurting  ni«;  but  lie  vtoA  only  the  more  vioK'Dt 
Ml  liciiriog  my  father  mentioned.  He  swore 
dreadfully;  and  having  takeu  my  purse,  tinatchnl 
at  my  watch  and  »  pucture,  that  hung  together 
at  my  girdle  and  round  my  neck,  by  a  strong 
biuT  chain.  They  would  not  give  way.  He 
look  out  a  large  claop  knife,  and  was,  I  thought, 
now  about  to  kill  me.  I  was  on  my  kneea ;  but 
he  threw  me  iu;nMs  the  tree,  and  rained  his  knife 
to  lay  throat.  It  vraa  only  to  cut  tlie  chain,  how- 
cirer ;  j-ct  with  the  desperate  energy  of  terror  I 
struggled  to  get  free,  atid  [Hished  him  back 
while  off  hiit  guard ; — he  fell,  and  the  weapon 
dooed   upoii  lus   lingers.     There  was  no  time 
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Tor  ifiWght ;  fhm'irift  no  tiiM  nivtt  to  ui^^T' 
I  fled  witli  D  jwiftneiiit  that  I  can  Kurccly  now 
acrouni  for  niy  pOMr»ing.  ^fy  habEt  bad  al- 
ready  bMn  torn  away  by  lite  buiihc^.  antl  hS* 
)>eded  me  not.  I  fled — whither  T  koev  not, — 
fear  lent  me  n-ui^.  I  nisheil  alongf,  and  fouDd 
mj-wir  at  (lie  foot  of  llie  rocks.  There  wa»  a 
narrow  rleO,  and  a  natural  path  of  atoEn  wideo' 
tng  u  tbcy  ascended,  aikl  up  these  I  went.  I 
could  hear  the  pp^  cIom^  Ix-htncI,  tvmrin^ 
and  running  after  tnc.  I  mi|;ht  ex|K<ct  no  nwrcy 
wow ;  but  ralhrr  than  surrender  myself  lo  bin. 
I  dHermine<I  to  leap  froni  the  preeipioc.  It  mi' 
a  dreadful  tboiij^ht,  a  dreadftil  reAolution ;  bid 
in  *ucb  a  moment,  what  other  coidd  I  rvMln 
on?  There  was  a  turn  in  this  nairon-  stair-Uke 
pOHKge,  with  H  lai^  loose  9tonc  almost  totter- 
iogOD  tite  brink  of  tlie  ledge,  which  I  had  just 
reached,  and  with  all  my  force  I  rolled  lh» 
down  belkutd  me ; — it  gathered  force  m  it  went. 
and  took  othent  wilh  it  in  its  descent  7*hey 
Binick  not  tlie  gijusj,  but  effectually  blocked 


VILLI  KKS. 


aj- 


up   (lie  piieeagc,  so  that  he  could  not  Tollow. 
There  WHS  apiKuxMilly  no  otUer  path  quile  upi 
to  mo ;  but  he  dumberud  on  Uic  outside  of  lbs, 
rocki  and   I   found  1  must  a»ceiid  liigher.  .  .1, 
Uad  nearly  exhausted   all    my  nevrly-acqiiired . 
strength;  but  still  I  went  on.     The  path  wat.y 
quickly  losing  iUelT,  and  the  steps,   becoming,, 
smootfapr   and   wider    apart,   were   more   dan-,, 
gerouv;  but  1  had  tio  feur,  except  th»U  or  again  , 
being  mx-rtaken  by  Giles.    I  wa^  careless  about, - 
faUing,  and  ptrhapa  owed   tny   safety  to  this,H 
At  loagtli  1  readied  a  bare  crag,  beyond  which., 
there  nas  no  further  progress.     Here  I  must  ( 
Mtop,  or  fall  into  an  aby»s  which  it  OTcrhuog, 
and  be  da-<thed  to  pieces.     I   looked  over,  and  > 
beikeatb,  on   another  ledge,   was  the  dreadful 
gipiiy.      But  ho  could  not  poesibly  approach  i 
roe  without  endiUigiTtng  hi»  own  lifp.    TIm-  face  i, 
of  the  rock  wan  a»  cmoolh  as  glass,  without  a ., 
«hrub  to  Iwld  by ;  but  be  was  active,  and  tried,), 
it.     He  must  go  out  even,  and  Itang  by  hii>u 
hands,  to  get  nlicrv  I  waa;  besides,  one  of  theni,;^ 

■  5 


8B 


rtLUBRS. 


m»  much  cut — I  hoped  it  vm  imposable.  H* 
crept  carefully  along,  and  held  by  llie  juttin(»« 
.itoneii  ab<n«  him ;— hia  feet  slipped,  W  s^ymag 
out,  and  fell  amongst  th?  rocks  below.  I  did 
not  even  h^ar  hi*  ait*,  if  1»  uttered  any.  I  had 
dn>])iM>d  nearly  as  dead  myself,  before  I  think 
almost  he  could  Ituvc  rcaek«)  the  ground.  '] 
«ank  on  the  alonea  where  ]  stood,  and  lay.  I 
could  not  tell  how  long.  My  senaen  returned 
not  aflcT  that  moment  of  deliverance,  horrible 
as  it  was.  for  some  hours.  When  they  did  coma 
back.  I  thougfit  1  had  drp<imed  all  I  havo 
counted ;  hut  presently  the  rtith  of  memory  fold 
me  it  was  true. 

"  I  am  uot  Roing  to  enlarge  upon  my  feel- 
ings. Colonel  ViUiers ;— you  may  «tippose  them 
to  haw  been  of  no  ordinajy  kind.  I  n'ill  merely 
oontinur  ilic  nimplc  narratire. 

'■  The  place  on  which  I  luul  loin  could  nor 
have  been  iwo  yards  square,— it  ira«  a  smooth 
granite  rock.  Had  I  moi'cd  but  «  little  in  my 
deathlike  sleep,  or  on  remniing  unimation. 
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i^bould  have  fitUou,  it  may  be  two  or  three  tiun- 
d»d  (eet  1  looked  down  oiioc ;  ihere  was  die 
body  of  the  gipsy — at  least  1  took  an  iodis- 
tinct  nian  of  Bonicthiiig  iliut  )K<s-tucd  lik«  a  man, 
lying  directly  underneath,  for  him.  I  dared  iiot 
took  again.  I  arose  weak  and  trembling.  The 
weather  was  cold,  and  now  drj-.  The  sun  was 
declining,  but  I  liopitl  would  not  set  before  1 
could  gel  out  uf  the  wood,  if  1  shouki  be  fortu- 
nate enough  to  lind  my  horac,  I  began  tlie  de- 
soiial-  I  nuulc,  however,  but  u  few  sle[>s  bctbrv 
I  pauMMJ,— lh«!  tlifficulty  and  danger  were  inli- 
nitdy  greater  than  in  climbing  up.  I  had  also 
kept  too  much  in,  fearing  the  edge  of  tlw  preci* 
pice.  1  had  placed  myself  in  a  position  from 
which  I  could  DOW  iieilliKr  move  one  way  or 
another^upur  down.  .My  »tuatioR  was  awfiil. 
Aboiie  me,  for  a  hundred  feet,  rose  tlie  perpeu- 
dicular  clifT.  1  feared  lo  look  up,  lest  I  should 
Call ; — beneath  me  it  was  twice  as  deep,  and  I 
dated  not  look  down.  'Hiere  wa.t  just  room  to 
stand,— tlkere  waa  nothing  to  hold  by.     I  might 
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11X1%  Htood  thpTc  for  years,  before  any  aosjsla 
toulil  be  rcndvr«(I.  My  position,  in  ehon, ' 
such,  that  it  wnued  aa  if  do  poonbLc  exortion  of 
any  other  {wrsoa  could  exincatc  me ;— in  a  liltk 
time  I  muM  (all  from  vreaknees  or  giddiaeMt  ^^1 
had  ohea  felt  pluced  in  such  ahuationa  in  a  < 
dream  of  lioiror.  Init  nentr  thought  lliat  rvslity 
would  Ipad  nil'  ih«'»*.  'Hic  nitlurM  path  or 
ledge  of  rock  by  which  1  bad  aaceiidcdi  wn 
only  fira  or  six  (nt  bmruth  tor ;  but  it  mok 
sc*TOi-ly  broa<]fr  ihim  nfTonli^  room  for  a  p«r- 
Hon  to  place  ona  fool  aiKl  bring  the  other  for^ 
ward  ;^tt  wax  vety  niddcn,  and  there  wan  not  ^| 
the  slightest  parapet ;  on  the  contrsry,  it  rather 
declini'd  towards  the  edge,  and  this  was  all  thai 
lay  lHlw«rn  mo  and  destruL-tion.  Hou-  1  had 
gained  the  l<q>  wo  wilely,  I  knew  iioL  Ctniiil 
I  Irap  down  on  this  ledge,  and  go  tio  further, 
'  1  ahould  be  ugaiii  in  the  truck  :  but  no  hutnui 
being  could  do  ao,  unaavininl.  1  murt  fall ! 
The  auti  was  going  down,  and  I  feared  darktwa* 
would  owrlake  mn  then. 
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'  "  In  «icl»  a  dreadful  hour  tlio  braiii  i»  fertile 
in  i^xpc<lH'ni.  Ad  old  fislicrman,  who  lived  near 
my  father's,  had  Uught  me  to  net  and  makr 
knote,  and  I  had  promised  the  latter  so  well  on 
whatever  |>iecea  of  cord  came  in  my  way,  that 
my  Bmoller  Gngprs  would  at  length  beat  my 
preeeptor's.  I  tore  my  scarf,  and  other  parts  of 
my  dress,  then  into  long  strips,  and  twisted  up  a 
sort  of  rope.  1  strengthened  this  with  the  liair 
cltaiii ;  anil  adding  my  pocket- handkerchief,  I 
had  sufficient  length,  I  thought,  to  steady  me  as 
I  let  myself  down  to  the  track  immediately  be- 
matfa.  I  felt  M-ith  my  feet,  for  1  had  lost  both 
ihbM  in  ascendiitg,  for  any  projection  round 
which  I  might  make  fast  the  middle  of  my 
rope.  There  was  just  the  slightest  one  in  the 
world,  hut  it  was  close  to  the  upright  rock.  I 
felt  a  notch  or  little  channel  at  my  feet;  and 
to  this,  smooth  as  it  was,  ]  <leterinined  io  trust 
lor  security ;  so  putting  the  rope  behind  me  in 
both  hands,  I  l«t  it  fall  gently  donn.  The 
middle  caught  tlm  itotch,-— I  placed  it  widi  my 
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flee* ;  ami  ihcn  stooping  v«ry  guardedly,  grasped 
il  afpiin  niU)  botli  lutnds,  tighteoett  it  ^reiluaJlyi 
and  Bte«du>d  ruber  Uud  lowiirml  mjrsrir  dovK 
to  the  dmind  ledge. 

ii;/*  livn  let  tne  rest  a  minute.  Sir  Chtflai 
ikfrlMMaibniMe  of  the  dnwdfiil  situatioa  I  ihev 
wtlricatfd  mywlf  from,  even  now  ttltnoot  ukn 
away  my  breaUi." 

Villii-rs  Fpokc  wtae  wordii  o(  cneouragemrai, 
and  ttAcr  a  few  minutes  she  proccednd. 

"  It  was  a  most  perilous  and  djfficiilt  dcsovnt. 
Bleeding  and  cut  as  were  my  feet.  I  ft^lt  no  [Mui 
from  tltem; — the  menul  anidiety  I  emlund 
deadened  all  acntw  of  bodily  mflrring.  I  had 
got  to  ibe  strail««ed  itarrow  clel\,  when  a  tn^ 
obMacle  presented  itaelf,  which  bad  «ntin-ly 
ewaped  me.  Tills  was  lite  mass  of  sloiKs,  that 
by  rolUog  to  (lie  entrance  bad  preveiUed  tbe 
gip«y  from  following.  But,  uUliough  he  could 
not  with  all  his  force  moi'a  it,  nor  would  leu 
men  hare  been  able  to  stir  the  rock  from 
below,   1,   by   loosening   gradually,    and   witb 
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iii6mU>  liibour,  the  smaller  Moma  which  had 
iterv'ixl  as  wetige-i,  at  length  succeeded  iii  ch>ar- 
ing  the  passage  for  the  larger  one,  and  to  niy 
joy  it  roUedf  crashing  into  the  dcU  beneutb; 
It  vrw  duHk,  u  I  once  more  emerged  from  wh^ii 
had  seemed  another  world ;  but  there  was  still 
twilight  enough  for  me  to  distinguish  a  figure 
which  I  could  not  mistake  amongst  ibouiands^ 
it  wan  Ltidlow.  He  had  pojtM'd  tJii>  cleft  jii^i 
before  the  stone  rolled  out;  and  possibly  not 
knowing  nbcnce  it  had  tnuad.  or  even  nhut 
had  caused  iImi  noise,  followed  the  direction  it 
took,  and  darting  into  the  buRheH  towartU  the 
crashing  Bounds,  leA  me  for  ever.  I  acreamed 
faintly,  but  he  heard  me  not,  and  I  sank  once 
mor9  upon  the  cold  curlh,  Happy  was  it  for 
m«  that  I  did  so ;  1  should  else  Iu»t  wandered 
about  all  tliftt  night,  perhaps  stiimbhng  otrr 
the  bpdy  of  the  dead  man,- — i^crliapii  meeting 
Mnie  as  had  as  he  had  be«n,  1  knew  of  nothing 
more  that  passed,  till  1  found  myself,  as  the  day 
bn^e,  in  the  arras  of  mr  father  and 
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priHt.  IVy  were  plaong-  me  on  a  horv.  ■Av 
ptMuing  maui  cordial  dovrn  inj-  throat,  u  I  haai 
by  ilir  choking  woration  it  cauiml.  Tbr;  had 
liMti  nearchino;  all  lb«  clay  and  nigbt.  and  had 
M  length  dtwovrred  me  ma  I  lay.      I  would  baw 

|iliiinm!  all,  but  my  tongue  r«rua«l  lo  uittr; 

111  indeed  my  TuiImt  brld  hU  finger  to  hit  hp«. 
V\'itho<it  tnolc^Uition  wr  pftMed  «it  of  cbe  litf- 
rilile  wood,  for  mcb  it  was  lo  me,  bowvtrr  ina|- 
iiiGcent  the  KeDcrj- ;  and  I  wu  taken  to  ■  boor 
far  away  from  home,  but  where,  for  particular 
iraaonit  as  rrganlrd  Mr.  Ludlow,  it  was  d»> 
xipmtl  to  ket-p  me  n  sltort  tine. 

"  Here,  even  my  sisters  hrard  not  of  my  beinfT 
All  itiey  knew  was  coclincd  to  my  salety,  to  tbr 
peril*  I  IukI  i-ticoiintervd,  and  to  my  father's  in- 
tontion  of  oending  uie  out  of  Euglaiid.  My  di»- 
nneiy  alite  was  kept  a  profound  secret  from  the 
world.  I  nientio:ted  not  ibe  name  of  Ludlow  v 
connected  ivitb  ibc  aRair,  and  Fatlier  Michael 
had  not  rad  him.  That  lie  had  any  siiare  ia 
the  iranxactiou  was  tlierefore  known  or  suspectMl 
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only  by  me,  Knd  I  buriffd  ihe  thought  in  my 

own  bowni.     There  would  be,  1  imagined,  little 

charity  in  flisclo^ng  it;  Tor.  b<)«r(>vcr  bud  hii 

«i 
conduct  might  seoin,  and  was,  I  couM  not  dis- 

I- 
card  tlw  rvcollet-liun  tbHl  it  procwdi-ti  from  !(»« 

for  me — and  I   had  still  a  woniaii'ii  heart,     t 

•• 
was  mfornied,  however,  of  lii-i  di«traclioD  at  my 

low,  and  of  hi§  hovering  for  veeks  about  tlH> 

Deighbourliood.    He  bad,  lu  I  M^erwards  learnt, 

become  a  terror  even  to  the  gipsies  and  people  of 

llie  sort  thai  huimtctl  the  counlrj'.     I  was  told 

of  many  wild  ihiiigK.  which  induced  dm;  Io  be- 

lieiT  that  he  was  out  of  his  mind  ;  perhaps  (bey 

wtire  cxiiggcrated,— I  hope  and  tiust  they  were. 

"  The  body  of  tlie  gi|Wy  wim  ne%-er  found.  My 
father  and  the  good  priest  secretly  xvarched  for 
it ;  but  whether  bis  own  jveople  liad  privately 
carried  it  away,  or  how  it  had  been  disposed  of, 
tbcy  krfew  not.  Could  Ludlow,  I  often  tbougbi, 
hare  seen  it  in  his  wanderings  r' 

ViUivnt  kKMired  her  that  this  had,  be  belwwd, 
not  been  the  case. 
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"  Howvver  it  might  be,  ooihing  could  lii 
niKtained  iliiU  fall,  aud  Uvnl.  I  had,  as  1  hmd^ 
lionied,  seea  ttie  botiy  lying  bcneatli  me,  helm* 
I  descended;  yet,  when  a  day  or  Wo  ada- 
wardfi  tbcy  sought  about  the  spot,  ihry  ImiaJ 
hitn  not.  '^1 

"  or  courae  thi«  prcvifnu<d  ihe  neoeanly  oT 
publishing  any  details,  which  au  inquest  would 
hara  ealW  lor.  Ptrhaps  it  would  ba^c  ^''*^| 
better  for  me,  tuid  for  my  fiuuily,  that  such 
had  been  dour;  as  a  thwumiid  nguc  nimiiwi, 
all  nide  of  the  truth,  bad  got  possession  of  the 
minds  of  those,  particularly  of  the  lower 
in  our  mora  immcduttv  neighbourhood. 

"  After  my  rwotcry  frmn  a  severe  illmss,  ibr 
effects  of  the  suSeriugs  of  mind  and  body  I  had 
undergone.  Father  Michael  vas  again  i»tntKii.>d 
with  my  conduct ;  and  aa  all  arraiigementit  had 
in  the  mMintime  been  ntiide,  I  ciune  ot^cr  to  Ge 
many,  and  here  I  have  ever  since  remained." 

Villiers  demanded  if  she  had  never  aeen  no 
of  licr  family,  or  heard  of  Ludlow-. 


peopta™ 


VILLIGBS. 


M 


<i'f  Both,"  replied  sister  Ida:  "my  father  has 
been  )u^^e,  briuguig  with  him  oae  of  my  aislera. 
They  are  all  nuurird  now,  aiid  lio  is  do  more. 
For  Mr.  Ludlow,  I  did,  I  ovm,  cnt«n»ia  once 
the  highest  esteom,  admirdtion,  alTcction :  thew 
were  wrakened  by  Iuh  own  conduct  to  iiu>,  and 
the  taint  1  via  told;  and  though  I  had  a  hard 
tuk  to  discard  bini  from  my  he«rt,  it  ww  ut 
length  (lobe: — 1  mean  ax  (o  pasaion;  for  I  can 
still  drc^  a  tear  to  hi.i  worth,  and  to  his  me- 
mory." 

"  Believe  not  tliat  hp  would  ha^T  cwr  wron^jcd 
you  ill  word  or  di-cd,"  sfiid  Villiont.  impatientiy. 
"  He  wa.H  gr«at  in  [irinciple  as  in  miud.  He  lowd 
you  with  a  devotion  1  ha^'e  never  wen  equalled. 
Hv  bHicvcd,  he  trusUtd  you  were  in  another 
world ;  he  declared  his  tiKut  fervent  prayer  to 
be,  that  you  might  have  met  with  a  quick  but 
euy  death;  for  he  could  not  hope  tliat  yoa 
would  ewNipe  in  the  wonderful  nianiier  you  have 
recounted,  from  the  lumcU  of  that  fiearful  m«ii 
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But,  «i«tcr,  tliiH  I  havp  almuly  «odeevour«l  to 
show  you,"  1^ 

Ida  shook  )ier  head  and  wept. 

"  llierc  rtill  rcmainit  ooe  cominunUaiioa  tot 
mo  (o  mnkc,"  ihidiwhI  ViJIirre.  "which  I  scuoclj: 
yvi  know  how  to  do,  and  I  must  reralvf  it  m 
my  pillow.  Froni  reH|)fct  to  liU  i»emot7  and 
your  reelings,  good  sister,  I  must  not  too  lUigliilf 
tnnilioit;  yel — "  hiuI  he  iKcmal  speakiug  toliiin* 
nplf — "  1  Qinuot  too  gently  touch  tiut  ciiord," 

Me  relapwd  into  sileoce,  and  for  a  few  miniitr* 
lliere  was  no  word  spolieti.  Ida  called  lo  iter 
COmpaoioD,  wIm>  ivas  busily  poiployoj  on  ionir 
ntiiiuto  onibroidory ;  and  tl»y  soon  after  de^ 
parted,  to  proscciiLv  the  work  of  charity. 

We  need  Dot  speculate  upon  the  feeling^ii  of 
VUlkn.  Thry  may  W  well  inutj^onl.  Tbe 
wild  aud  wonderful  eacape  of  Ida,  her  iguonmoii 
of  the  true  feelings  of  bia  frieod,  und  lastly,  ibe 
divippoiDtment  In*  ia  some  ntewurc  trxpcricucrd 


responding  auction  on  her  part,  which,  even 
nfirr  the  years  that  tiud  passctl,  lir  would  rulher 
ha^K-  di««vi'ri'ii. 

B»I  wn»  this  juitgiiig  I'airl y.— was  il  not  rjilher 
»  wicrifice  ©r  the  jrnrt  tribute  of  jwaiiip.  howcter 
sileHt,  to  a  romantic  desire  for  tlie  exhibilton  of 
(Wp  )m-e>  and  tinnllrrtiblc  aflVvtion,  in  oiic  who, 
kIicq  «hr  vowed  herself  a  bride  of  the  ehurch, 
iv1h«^  uMg«s,  in  her  enthu^ieism,  she  bad  (he 
highest  adoratJon  for,  was  bound  to  niorliFy  her 
Morhily  ^irit,  and  cast  away  from  her  all  recol- 
lection!' of  temporal  thin^,  which  mighi.  by 
dwelling  upon  ihrm,  still  bind  her  to  the  wUh 
for  a  less  holy  way  of  life? 

Who  shall  tell  what  suflerings  were  hers  in  the 
first  gloom  of  that  cloister?  Why  «houh]  hekr- 
qUire  the  opening  of  those  wounds  her  smre<I 
heart  mu&t  haiv  known,  and  in  tlie  closing  of 
wluch  there  was  undoubtedly  a  resolution  in- 
rolwd,  aa  agonising  fortitude,  which  inuttt  banr 
brcn  assumed  rather  than  an  instinct  prbciple ; 
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when  (Icterminatlon  liad  o\-ercotn«  xht  wralu* 
itpiril,  and  (ruitioo  of  ber  endoeTours  to  mibdu* 
had  been  tin-  ttsuU  only  of  years  of  wretc^Hl- 
iMes7 

Wka  tb«r«,  bestdra.  no  allowance  lo  be  nuik 
for  idle  talps  tending  to  the  diteudrantaft  pf 
Ludlow,  roifrd  by  inlpr«Bted  ptwplc,  and  *%• 
•ggnraic^,  hig;bly  «xaggcnit«),  by  tham  man 
interestMl, — where  prinlly  mfluvnra  had  bant 
^mplo}'Ml,  and  an  encouragftoenl  of  pn^dke 
to  vrvrp  the  nuod  of  one  wbo  bad  known  too 
little  of  tlie  world,  or  of  mankind,  to  rec«h«  with 
caution  all  she  >ie»rd  ? 

In  the  roiir««  of  next  day,  during  whidi  be 
n-(u  not  viitiled  by  the  sisters,  Villiers  despatched 
a  letter  ro  Ida.  at  her  Convent,  mentioning,  in 
the  most  delicate  manner  possible  the  wording 
of  Ludlow's  will,  ami  di^ring  that  be  mi^bl 
be  made  the  instniment  of  her  wishes  respect- 
infr  the  property  which  hts  solicitor  at  boow 
would   urrunge  lo  become  hen  immHliat^: 
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and  he  exprnsetl  a  hope  thai,  on  he  return  to 
Enf^lanO,  she  nouKl  »ll<nv  him  to  act  Tor  hor  in 
the  same  manner  oh  if  he  were  h«r  brother. 

Idu  H'liN  M'liNJbly  tonched  at  the  giinrronly 
of  Ludlow,  and  jhis  proof  of  unfiling  attach- 
ment. She  wept  bitterly  at  the  ranK-mbrance* 
bU  these  thingn  combined  to  call  up.  It  would 
ba\-e  bMn  better  for  her  that  sucli  had  luin  in 
tlte  oblivion  to  which  time  and  fortitude  hftd 
con^gncd  them  ;  but  her  thoughts  were  not  in 
her  omi  power  :  not  with  herself  rested  the 
ability  to  r«i»t  the  chasiisemmt  of  thpse  feeling, 
and  she  bclie>vd  tliat  it  wax  drcrccd  she  mual 
suffer  for  what,  in  the  innocenev  of  her  heart, 
she  now  considered  as  fon»er  guilt. 

Be  it  BO :  grievous  as  they  were,  how  many 
ihousandft  might  not  envy  licr  the  sorrow,  yet 
purity,  of  those  feelings  I 

-JBut  her  principle  was  so  high,  her  delicacjr 
W  ttlreme,  tlwt  not  for  one  instant  did  she 
eotertain  tlic  idea  of  ap)>r(>priitling  t»  hereelf 
tiK  fortune  led  ^er.     Even  bad  she   been   in 
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vnat,  she  ihoiiglit,  ibe  goods  of  ow  to 
he  li»d  refuted  Tor  m  many  yMr«  to  srknow* 
ItnLge  that  »he  extHtei],  whom  she  now  bcUcwrd 
she  bad  wronged  in  mind  and  dcetl,  ncrer,  iw*tr 
would  sh«  liave  accepted !  The  Tvry  imagliw* 
lion  that  it  was  possible  she  cwdd  be  m  batr, 
outraged  ber  feelings,  wmI  made  her  lower  tfaw 
him  whom  she  had,  with  whatever  stnij^tr, 
mouUlnl  her  cpirit  to  contemn,  and  regud  m 
UTtnorlhy  of  her.  Sever,  never  would  ^hn  liiua 
to  the  proposal.  Her  own  fanuly  wanted  IM 
riches,  though  thoy  were  by  no  mtsms  toowHI 
off ;  but  lind  thr-y  been  in  the  cqctremitT  of, 
wretched nens,  xhe  bad  no  right,  iui  truth 
equity,  she  t}iought,  to  derire  a  benefit^rum 
who  stood  in  the  ineicplioablo  relation  to  hef  of 
Lndlowr.  In  ihiit  frame  of  mind  ahe  wrote  to 
ViUierM.  tltanking  him  sincerely  for  hi»  kind 
munner  of  comraiinicating  the  inlelligenee.  and 
doing  every  jumicr  to  the  rannifieeiice  of  her 
former  friend,  but  desiring  iba).  as  lie  ralueH 
her  peace,  as  he  wished  to  age  her  agaio,  iqf. 
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««ry  ffug^tion  of  delicacy  and  rerainino  pro- 
priety, and  by  wImU  the  fc«Unga  of  hia  own 
beart  might  be  in  such  a  cok,  never  more  to 
mtww  tlto  subject 

«i  Tbe  lot  of  Ida  had  been  a  liard  one ;  )'et 
^^bapK  Ima  so  than  if  she  liad  known  or  be- 
lieved Ludlow  fullu  and  in  truth  worthy  of  h«r 
a6VctioB.  Iler  mind  had  evidently  be«n  biii)i*Ml 
against  bin  ;  and  thus  they  tttootl  in  a  peculiar 
situation  n-ith  rc£nrd  to  each  other,  tilt  Dtwth, 
on  the  one  tide,  ended  all  wild  and  reKtlM-t 
inwginingK,  all  noes  that  only  he  cotild  then 
reniore,  ifaick  coming,  regretful,  but  not  to  be 
^wken ;  and,  on  the  other,  a  life  of  niortifn-ation, 
but  pioiMly  migtied  submission  to  a  higherwill, 
in  some  sort  urged  or  supported  by  the  consoling 
tboughu  that  he  whom  slic  had  ciuit  ht*r  cnrlhly 
regarda  on  Ium)  shown  himvelf  other  than  Hbe 
hud,  in  her  earlier  years,  been  led  (o  bclieiv. 
Hvtice  there  was  ever,  during  the  continuance 
of  both  their  lives,  a  doubt  thnt  vergml  to  abso- 
lute ignorance  of  each  oiltcr's  fate  or  erea  ciust- 
VOL.  tit.  ' 
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mcc.  uhI  ind»d,  if  the;  Und.  injnrioa*  mtaitn 
which  could  ncmr,  bv  uiy  possibilily,  be  dcand 
any. 

But  a  more  serioiu  afiAir,^-to  the  youa^ 
Colon«1  at  l«at,— sliortly  afler  occurrHi,  cakn- 
loinl  to  blast  his  tawae,  sod  eren  place  hi>  Vtt 
in  jeopardy.  So  judged  those  trho  dciii«l  tM 
ready  credence  to  Uia  wir-Bttoaiptcd  ecoilpa- 
tioR.  Thia  waa  the  reported  murder  of  Gib- 
bons, nhiuli  bad  created  a  nut  aenaatioD  aQ 
over  England,  atu)  iraa,  from  cimimataactik 
DOW  dauiy  (raced  up  (o  ilie  pivseai  Sir  Chaifa* 
Villien,  am)  his  accomplice.  Schmidt.  IV 
aetn  &<rvt  like  liglilnin^,  and  not  long  ns  it 
before  the  CommiLndrr-in-Chief  had  adriees 
that  B  murderer  of  rank  serred  with  hie  army, 
and  the  utnMst  eoQBten»tion  for  the  reputatioe 
of  their  corps  was  alTpctpd  to  be  felt  by  mou 
of  the  officers  umJk-r  ttie  conuuand  of  Villiers. 
WhklKole  and  Bohun,  to  whom  be  had,  upon 
his  most  MCT«d  honour,  declared  his  tntioctnce. 
were  not  amongst  the  number. 
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Tbat  an  inquiry  wmI  most  kind  reco^tion 
oTltic  Kin  of  bis  former  frieiul  had  l>een  raulo 
by  Lord  Slair,  it  is  now  idle  to  pre«3  upon  the 
atU>ntion  of  the  reader, — such  was  a  thing  of 
course ;  and  much  dJd  the  Earl  r«f^t  lliat  he 
so  long  trusted  tmplidtJy  to  ilic  belief  tltat  Lord 
Beaulieu  had  simply  provided  for  tlic  young 
Villiora,  siikI  fiulo<l  to  a^coriain  what  wa«,  indevd, 
his  fats.  His  sorrow  at  this  accusatioii,  then, 
Ka«  ermtly  enhanced. 

l*'ortiiniiii'  (11(1  Villten  e^toem  it  that  his  wound 
had  become  perfectly  healed  before  the  menial 
and  bodily  excitrrocut  which  liis  ri^ioval  from 
th«  army  would  eauM,  had  come  thus  upon  him. 

Lord  Stair  had  a  painful  duty  lo  execute. 
He  had  ween  sufficient  of  ViUiierB  during  the 
short  time  that  tie  v»s  in  command  of  the 
regiment,  lo  discern  bia  merit,  and,  indepen- 
dently of  all  prirate  feeling,  become  attaclicd  lo 
liim.  But  n*c  must  defer  their  interview  to 
another  chapter,  and  rehearse,  iu  few  words, 
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«re  iro  conclude  thto,  ihe  »ute  of  feeling  betwecd 
GtKirge  II.  an<l  Stair. 

WUile  the  alliM,  then,  remained  in  ihii  [>ait 
of    Germany,    although   perfectly   tipon    term* 
wbere  the  movprnents  of  the  army  w«re  not  « 
subjoct  of  discu&sion,  it  was  unavoidable   that 
circuDUtancM  nhould  often  lead  the  Kin^  imI 
hi«  Lieutenant  into  warm  arguments  upon  thme ; 
for  a  grval  (li{Ti>feiioe  of  opinion  subsiited  b»* 
twwn  them  on  the  abo^'C  head,  and  Stair  wu 
usually  prone  to  speak  his  mind.     So  frequeoi, 
indeed,  had  their  du<])utcs  of  late  bvcomp,  tlut, 
shortly  aflcr  ViUiers'  arrest,  tlte  Field  Manhal 
obtained  leaw  to  rcsi^ ;  while,  the  conunand  of 
the  army  dcvolnng  upon  anothvr,   the  allkd 
forces  made  i>o  further  hostile  dcmoustratioaa, 
and  the  King  al«o  returned  to  England. 


Nifr.— The  ultimito  uuKof  tbeii  nit>laR  ia  MldtDhan 
bMn  M  rullovi.  SUic  caac«tc4  >  pUn  sitfa  llu  KJUg  Im  M 
■llxk  uiion  Ihe  Ftvnch  Ilnn  dmi  Lutiaa,  what  ttnjwtn 
IbrtilriDg  thdnMlTM.    It  itm  to  Ukt  pbcc  on  ■  attiia  Jay, 
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^^m      OMifl  onltitd  tbe  E«H  lo  conuneix*  vilh  Um  Bntiih,  aa 

^V      ibUf  Wttt  Ibo  bctrt  Iroopi  Tat  ui  attack  i  tnil  Ltid  Suit  hnatily 

^H        diiappniied  of  Ihii,  and  dciirvd  that  nii  Mijnty  roiKht  fcrnln 

^V        with  tita  Haaolenuu,  >ajiiig  tlut  bo  would  lupinil  him  «ilb 

his  couDtijrmoi.     "  Thli  aimtt,*  lajn  Itut  accounl.  "  not 

pining  Itw  King,  A<  ^tcevtrvt  lomtllmitg  afa  ilrynru  IvKarM 

I  Aim,  which  Ihc  Eul  obxnlng,  pttitiunod  tu  be  alloHi'd  lo  ic- 

lurn  lo  bi*  plough,  utyiag, '  It  «>■  natonJ  that  Ptincci  thouM 

alwaj-l  nikia  In  lh«lr  tiinlc*  tbo*t  who  wen  mutl  >Kn*<l)lv 

hilbMO." 

Bia  iMignttioD  UinK  aecrptul,  h*  lold  off  tl\  hii  «qui[)agv 

(•nty  (pitndid  oor),*Rcl  rtpalriag  to  th«  Hhkim  lo  ukt  Iimm 

«r  tlw  Btkltf,  be  ctvtNd  lh«  k«i  miI  •nixil  in  bnicluad, 

I  wImh,  if  b«  wu  bcfuni  pDjiulai,  be  «w  nun  iiritifCtlji  ululitrd. 
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'  t'mwfil  Oh  fbmtA  tnof,  uil  Om  big  < 
TlialBukBaBWtiinrimw!    Or«meRt 
FmnrtU  the  atigUag  •twd.aad  ihc  khdll  bnop, 
Tha  njpd  In  nan  i  and  ■■  fNlily. 


Viums  was  wwn  lummoncd  to  tlie  presence 
of  the  Field- Mimlinl. 

"  I  rpgret.  Sir  Charles,"  said  Lord  Suir,  oo 
the  mtrunec  of  the  Knight, — "  I  regret  that  it 
should  fall  to  my  lot  to  ncquiunt  no  <)i8tingtiisbed 
an  offiocr  that,  in  accordance  with  Hix  Majecljr's 
commands.  I  am  to  suspend  you  from  the 
idalioii  vthidi  yoii  now  hold;  »nd  that,  further, 
you  arc  to  be  nent  under  an  ncort  (o  stand 
your  trial  in  England  for  a  most  beiiMus  crinu 


niuum. 


103 


of  n'hich  I  t^us^  for  the  sake  of  your  own 
hoiiour,  the  huppioess  of  your  family,  and  tht 
reputation  of  the  service  you  brlong  to,  you 
will  be  able  to  proire  your  inDonttco." 

"  I  have  no  fear  for  the  raults,  my  LonI," 
rvplied  Villiers,  with  calm  dignity  ;  "  and  know- 
iug,  OS  1  do,  that  from  circumstances  it  is  im- 
poasible  niy  name  sliould  escape  being  coupled 
with  90  ilisgraocful  a  clmrgo  as  the  one  to  nhicli 
you  allude,  I  gladly  deliver  myxoif  up  to  the 
iairg  of  my  country,  and  court  the  fuUeat  in- 
vestigation into  tlic  afTair,  cmain  tliat  I  shall 
come  pure  and  unMordied  from  the  ordeal." 

"  May  it  be  so,"  aaid  the  Earl ;  "  and.  let  mt- 
assure  you,  that  tliere  is  no  man  in  this  army 
moro  ready  to  do  justice  to  your  meriu ;  since 
1  am  positire  that,  did  we  remain  togetlier,  y«u 
would  cn-ery  day  exalt  yourself  more  and  more 
in  th«  place  which  your  conduct  ha»  already 
raised  you  to  in  my  estimation." 

Villiers  ooutd  only  bow  his  acknowledgments 
"  May  you  soon  be  restored  to  the  comniaad 
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of  your  regiment,"  rmumed  Lord  Stair,' ftflffi 
pause ;  "  and  rest  assured  iluit  I  aha))  tw  iiftnd 
lo  uunilwr  you  amon^  my  rricndii  w)M*nm«r 
you  tliall  hav*  s))akeii  off  th«<  atur)]tnfnt  of 
ibiN  unfonutuiie  acciisutioo.** 

ItnniMliatrly  on  returning  to  )ii3  qtiaUmi,  an 
offirvr  entertd  vrilh  the  Provoal-Manlui],  kkL 
sbon-ing  him  the  order  for  hw  removal,  told  luta 
that  on  ttic  Mloviiig  uoniing  Ito  vas  lo  vt  out 
Tor  Oslcnd  «nd  England. 

ViUirrs  WiM  glad  of  even  this  little  delay;  u 
it  affoftkd  ))im  an  opportunity  of  seeing  ba 
TriMKU,  wilti  wbom,  at  his  own  quarten,  be 
paMed  tlw  evening,  and  of  delivering  up  to  th« 
nrxt  officer  in  seniority  the  official  papen  re- 
lating to  ttie  affairs  of  the  raiment,  which  had 
so  short  a  time  rested  in  )us  hands. 

Bohun  sighed,  and  wished  he  might  acvcm- 
pany  liiro ;  but  VilUer:!  said,  lightly,  liia  lltoughts 
should  now  be  turned  towards  glory,  and  telling 
him  and  \N'hichcole  tliat  he  tM)|>vd  before  long 
to  cptcrUiiii  tliem  at  a  better  bous^  and  under 
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more  cheering  circumMiMM*  bt  disnisMtl  Ihcm, 
and  retired  to  rest. 

The  trumpets  of  the  Life  Guards  for  the  last 
timr  soundml  in  liis  cant,  as  he  was  abmit  to 
mount  for  his  journey  the  next  morning ;  iind, 
with  one  foot  in  the  stirrup,  and  his  IHl  hainl 
in  his  horseB  mane,  he  was  just  rising  from  the 
groundr  when  the  leading  files,  followed  by  the 
uliole  rrgimi'iit  in  vnitcring  otiUti  ptusscU  be> 
fore  him. 

This  was  too  much  to  bear.  He  diaengaged 
his  foot,  and,  turning  away,  felt  that  swelling 
of  th«  throat,  such  as  they  feel  who  part  from 
IheDdB  with  whom  they  have  sencd  and  luu^jht, 
and  who  bare  mutually  appreciated  them  ax 
tboy  have  bc«n  ralued.  But  yesterday  he  had 
commanded  tliat  noble  body  of  men,  and  now 
be  WW  a  powerless  cipher ;  but  even  this  wmild 
be  to1frabl«,  h«  (bought,  were  it  not  for  the 
bitlerrwKs  of  regret  which  told  him  that  lie  left 
the  regiment  utider  such  a  heavy  cloud,  that, 
lunvaror  be  might  ultimately  dear  himself,  be 
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couM  not  do  away  with  the  feeling  of  that 
iiioniont,  Div  bni)  impreMMioii  whicli  niuu  ml 
oil  ihc  men's  miiiiU,  upon  a  aubj«ct  which,  wbeo 
he  skmilii  be  proiiouitced  innocent,  would  haiv 
ceasfd  to  interest  them. 

An  officer  in  the  rear  rode  up — it  was  Bobun ; 
but  Ite  spoke  not.  The  tear  glistoned  in  hiKeyt 
■»  lie  pre»»ed  Villtera'  hand,  and,  lumin^  away, 
he  put  spurs  to  hia  Iwrse,  and  iu  an  irulaut  mu 
again  with  Uie  regiaieni.  Villiers  cast  one 
Ktanor  upon  that  moving  vca  of  bUwk  horsn, 
once  nioro  put  hi*  fool  in  tlie  Stirrup,  and  look- 
ing to  tltc  officer  of  the  esoott,  nwunted,  and 
rode  out  of  the  town. 

He  could  not  but  Teel,  Trom  the  manner  in 
which  Lord  Stair  made  it  apparent  that  ib<- 
order  for  faiit  arrest  had  originated  with  the 
Kin^,  that  the  sun  of  royalty  had  already  ceased 
to  shine  on  him;  "or,"  thought  he,  "some 
iiKTHKUge,  some  inlimauon.  even  a  eotiaolatory 
word  from  George,  would  hare  oeoompanied 
the  inaiulate."    But  no:  he  waa  altogether  de- 
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grad^  and  dtsgracnl ;  and  he  rceolved  lliat. 
imiupdiatclv  the  tnHl  wan  over,  he  would  rviir^ 
from  public  \i(e.  «iul,  mnrrytng  VioU,  shut  iiim- 
aelf  up  al  Burnel  Roj^al  for  Ui«  rvmaiiKlcr  of 
hk  days. 

Attn  a  joumpy.  ifac  inrnlliblr  wn-lctioilnt^!« 
of  which,  in  Huch  a  frame  of  mind,  wm  only 
reliet'od  by  tha  know-ledgp  thii)  he  was  taxU 
hour  getting  nearer  to  Ihc  re^stabiishmenl  of 
luN  innon-Dcc,  and  tbe  rigid  purification  of  his 
cbaracipr,  lie  arrived  al  the  county  town  to 
which  lie  was  directed  to  be  taken,  and  h» 
person  lodged  in  (hat  security  to  which  an  ac> 
cuftil  felon  must  ewr  be  doomed. 

Arwl  now,  after  all  ihwe  forei^  evenia,  which 
al  (he  lime  caused  no  small  iteiuqition  in  the 
country,  let  us  look  nearer  home,  and  inquire 
what  took  plac«  in  the  vicinity  of  D'  ,  im- 
mediately subtiequent  to  the  diimppearance  ol 
GibboD-1. 

It  is,  iben,  necessary  to  rctttm  (o  tlie  Ko«c 
and  CrouD,  wIkyc  it  was  known  by  lib  unform* 
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natewife  that  bewsa  bi  the  habit  otr^oi^ng 
on  oprtain  evwiiogs,  alUiougli  ttv  norer  staid 
(n«r  litK  aeeuBtomnl  time.  As  hour  »r)«r  [io«ir 
«li|)ped  avruy,  therefore,  and  do  appearaooe  at 
her  huabittul,  the  wretched  woman  »ent  to  the 
landlord  for  inTormation,  and  his  answen  i>« 
muy  readily  anticipale.  The  tdable  was  broken 
into,  for  tic  had  taken  the  kity  away  with  htm. 
aiHl  bis  bL-st  lionv  nitNtctt ;  bis  piHtuU  nrn-  not 
in  the  place  where  lie  uauatty  kept  ih«oi  iu  ihi* 
bed-ruom,  mi  that  he  niutit  hare  gone  quietly  up 
stairs  and  taken  ihem  out  of  tb«ir  caae  ;  his  ^^ 
iOiocs  lay  as  ihey  liud  been  taken  off  when  be  ^M 
equipped  hiniaeir  for  riding  ;  and  his  whip  and 
spurs  were  not  to  be  (bund.  It  was  endmi,  ^| 
therefore,  he  had  ridden  forth  for  some  dtrtsnce. 
'i1ii^  direction  wa-i  tlie  next  discoieiy  lo  b«  made. 
I'bis  vrMx  e«sily  attained  by  inquiring  ut  the 
turnpike-gates,  an<l  liaving  learnt  liuil  be  had 
followed  the  strangera  in  the  gig.  their  wbevls 
were  next  to  be  traced. 

In  »  country  Iowa  of  the  «iie  of  O ,  suoh 
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an  event  as  the  missing  or  (ts  prirut{p*1  altorn^ 
cauM*  tm  immediate  (ermenl.  Robbery,  mur- 
(l«r,  suidde,  all  present  themselves  to  the  fertile 
tmaginaUons  of  the  populace ;  and  while  hia 
dead  body  is  seen  by  the  mind's  eye  of  scores 
of  people,  in  every  fancinl  »ibiulion  of  horror — 
it  may  be  th«t  he  hw,  on  eome  seem  mission. 
i;aDC  lo  draw  up  a  will,  sk  in  the  case  of  Lord 
Beaulim,  or  a  tnarria^  netllcmciit.  a.i,  we  did 
hope  at  one  tinte,  in  the  case  of  Viola  Myddleton. 
The  hue  and  cry  was  raised,  th<*  wood  wax 
searched,  and  from  the  tritck  of  btood  to  ihi^ 
spot  where  the  bo^Iy  was  dragged  up  and  then 
thrown  down  into  the  ilrn,  the  unfortunate  man 
was  soon  discovRred,  lying  on  his  face,  covered 
with  clotted  gore,  which  had  run  from  a  deep  cut 
in  his  head,  and  a  punctured  wound  through  his 
body.  His  whole  person  bore  the  marks  of 
great  violence ;  aiMl  the  murder  (for  Kuch  they 
supposed  it)  was  slated  in  the  public  prints  to 
have  been  committed  with  the  most  frightful 
apparent  barbarity. 


no 


VILLI  BRS. 


Near  ibe  spot  the  groun<I  Bpp^arml  oevly 
dug,  suppowtl  [o  have  keen  inlentlcd  <u  a  gravp 
Tor  the  victim,  and  the  idea  thni  ubandonii)  (or 
want  of  time.  Here,  also,  was  found  &  knife. 
with  the  initials  C.  V.  «ngT»Tcd  upon  it.  This 
evidcnoe  \ftv\t,  of  V:lli«rii  being  concerDed  id  tlip 
affair,  from  bia  having  been  at  the  inn  in  com- 
pany with  Gihbonit  the  evening  before,  wag 
further  corroborated  by  his  cxnnpaDion's  brins; 
smn  at  tho  neigliboiiri»g  town  early  in  (1m- 
morning,  uhen  he  atopjM-d  lo  get  hitt  br>r^ 
shod.  Here  both  horse  and  man  were  recog- 
niied;  but  as  there  was  yet  no  report  abroad 
of  th<r  murder,  Schmidt  nas  not  detained,  nor 
had  he  iiince  been  apjtreliended. 

When,  after  a  time,  the  identity  of  VillierK 
with  the  officer  of  that  name  in  the  Lifc  Guards 
became  certain,  we  may  well  imagine  tlw  fi'rl- 
iogit  of  Viola.  CM"  the  overwlielming  wretched- 
ness and  misery  with  which  she  beard  ihr 
dreadful  inn-lligence,  we  may  not  attempt  esra 
th«  slightest  dewription.    Itme  is  a  woe  Woer 


to  a  mind  like  hers  than  the  death  of  thorn  wt- 
low,  and  thiB  U  their  dishonour. 

If  Mrv.  Myddlcton  had  been  &w«d  by  th« 
report  or  Gibbona's  murder,  can  it  be  donjed 
that  she  aUo  felt  ihe  rolief  from  »  h<-ury  weight 
upon  tier  mind  in  the  knowledge,  aa  the  be- 
litn-od,  that  lie  hod  be^n  the  «olo  depoeitorj'  of 
her  secret  ? 

A  thou&and  times  had  slic  repented  of  the 
i^i'il  of  which  »hc  tva.H  originally  the  instigation, 
and  each  day  incrriuted  the  penalty  of  posww- 
■ng  ill-gotten  wealth.  But  (he  disgrace  which 
attached  to  such  an  offence  as  hers,  ahowed 
itself  so  visibly  in  perspe«iw,  that  she  was 
content  to  let  Villwrs  remain  in  poverty,  rather 
llian,  by  any  dUplay  of  generous  feeling,  rouse 
Muitpicion  of  the  truth. 

But  what  was  tlK  whirlpool  of  her  tlioughto 
under  the  many  conflicting  sources  of  agitation 
which  asKailed  them,  when  letters  wore  rcc«-ived 
from  VilUere,  informing  her  of  the  late  dis- 
covery of  Lord  Bvaulieu's  will  ?     Now  all  mu»t 


113 


TILUKRS. 


bft  luuwav— DOW  her  dcgradAlion  w»a 

and  bis  triumph  would  be  u  great  a*  ber  &I1- 

■  An  account  of  the  b«ul«  of  Deitutfra  luii 
ia  (hie   rotme,    reocbed     Bumel.       With   mbax 
difiierant  ieelinga  w«s  it  tut  raad  by  nioib»  ud 
daughter '.    Hope  aad  ftw  strong  id  the 
of  each,  but  in  exactly  opjxmte  scaiev 
uwne  oTVillien  caught  the  eye  of  Mn.  .M 
toil :  aho  looked  c)o«er ;  but  it  waa  to  » 
ttnd  diitinriion  attached  lIuTcto.     He  waa  uTr^— 
be  woa  full  of  glory,— kBightrd  on  the  MiL- 
and  proiDo4c<d  to  the  vacant  oommajul. 

Viola  Inint  into  U>ar» — trare  of  gratitude  and 
joy ;  but  alas !   aner  mine  time,  bow  m»  hrr      . 

w«* 
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delight  changed   inio   mourning  when   tv 
discovered   to  be   lite  undoubted   murderer  of 
Gibbons  I     To  what  purpose  all  ttwse  honourfc^J 
when  at  Iwme  the  luitne  of  Villirrs  waa  pn^^^ 
iraunced  nith  execration,  and  slood  aide  by  ude 
with  »hainfi  I  ^H 

Could  it  be  f    Yet  the  proof*  were  m)  strgttg — 
lar  auch  startling  evidence  15  proof  to  tlie  un- 
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wary  mind  wherv  but  one  side  bss  bwn  lieard. 
Oh !  she  dnsaded  the  event,  y«  partly  trustnl 
the  charges  might  be  Mm  ;  unci  still  it  would 
not  bvur  thought  She  hid  her  fnrr  in  her 
Itands,  u  if  striving  to  shut  out  from  jaemorf 
aji  tnm  tiight  tlie  dreutlful  accusation  that  had 
so  lately  blasted  her  view. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Myddletons  had  bcon 
writtaD  to  by  the  Bolicitors  empowered  by  ViU 
liers,  and  the  will  was  in  cour»c!  of  being  proi'ed, 
which  done,  nothing  remained  for  them  but  to 
givo  quietjy  up  the  possession  of  the  property, 
and  prepare  lo  pay  arrears  due  to  the  legal 
inxqirietor. 

The  property  of  Ludlov,  too,  had  been  taken 
poMcenion  of. 

ViUiers  forbore  to  pres*  too  hard  upon  a  fallen 
enemy,  himself  in  no  very  agreeable  situation ; 
and  he  had,  a*  we  haTe  seen  before,  left  direc- 
tions that  aa  little  publicity  aa  i>ossible  should 
be  given  to  the  aflair, — perhaps  more  for  V'ioIa\ 
sake,  and  the  recollection  tliat  his  future  wife 
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iilxMild  not,  ena  to  ber  pareotal 
in  nutte,  than  lo  anr  remorae  he  Ul  at  tie  ■- 
flictioD  of  pain  upga  the  author  of  his  ^mp. 
But  m  KngUnd,  ovrati  of  soch  mmgrnmif  n 
society  cannot  rlmlc  the  malicioua  «j»  of  «iij. 
the  gaxe  of  curion^,  or  lb*  im  nilim  m^^' 
ing  oftbepresa; — and  who  caa  draj  that  the  ■ 
as  it  sbouU  be  t 


Quickly  did  the  wboU  busbuHO;  al  bast  as  te 
as  il  cmld  (ben  poasibly  be  known,  *fi.i  ixA  aar 
into  the  columns  of  rarious  nempopen  aial  httk 
•oaadaloua  publicationa  of  the  period,  whidb 
daily  or  «r«ekly  nvn  to  be  seen,  with  all  tfanr 
liea,  awl  all  thrir  caustic  tnitha.  upon  the 
breakfast-table  of  the  beau,  or  the  uxlHtv  rf 
the  lady. 

But  M  no  proeecutioos  at  law  were  to 
mlrrod  tnlot  il  was  probable  that  it  would,  aSta 
rurnishing  its  quota  of  food  for  the  catFrpUlan 
who  prey  upon  the  fiiulu  ot  others,  die  a  natural 
tJcaih,  like  crery  nine  day^  wonder  that 
precnled  H. 
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The  confusion  into  which  tlio  MyddloUnis  h)u) 
been  tlirovm,  made  it  impossible  to  decide  im- 
mMliatcly  upon  irhat  was  to  be  done  to  »av*! 
thiMii  from  further  ahame.  Slay  in  England 
they  cotild  not,  but  the  irinding  up  of  their  vari- 
OUR  affairs  required  much  time;  and  although 
Burnel  Ro}i'a]  was  instantly  quitted,  a  tempo- 
rary sojourn  in  London  could  not  be  dispensed 
vlth. 

And  now  a  weighty  umlerlaking  claims  our 
attention,  namely,  to  clear,  if  possible,  the 
cliuracter  of  the  accused  from  those  aspersions 
which  rumour  had  bo  liberally  showered  upon 
it.  A  coroner's  jury  had  returned  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  against  Charles  Villiers  aod 
Hans  Schmidt,  whom  the  newspapers  said  had 
abMondcd,  including,  of  course,  both  one  and 
ibo  other. 
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a  wMk  noutd  elapse  ere  he  was  brought  before 
•  jury  of  bia  countrymen,  upon  whose  unbiassed 
nrdict  be  rested,  in  the  security  of  anticipated 
freedom.  Hi»  mind  was  nwertheless  harassed, 
uiid  hi»  feeling)*,  senfiitJve  beyond  those  of  most 
people  in  such  ctrcuitutiiDces,  underwent  severe 
Kufivring. 

The  day  caine,^^  day  that  wa*  to  bring  new 
life  to  hit  ehanetpr  itnd  to  hia  honour, — that 
was  to  place  him  wliere  Ite  had  been  before  llw 
unfortunate  event  for  which  he  was  now  to 
undergo  the  most  itearching  of  «U  earthly  scru- 
tinies. 

The  eoifrt  was  crowded  at  an  early  hour,  and 
llie  most  iMtensG  interest  manifested  itself  amongst 
the  public  The  gallery  was  occupied  by  num- 
bers of  th«  lirst  pwplc  in  tlie  eountry,  a»  well 
bdies  aa  the  rougher  vex.  The  prisoner  bad 
nuch  sympathy  irom  ibe  lower  orders ;  for  the 
first  bunt  of  clamour  over,  ihiit  succeeded  Ibe 
death  of  Gibbonx,  it  vm  renM-ntbercd  that  be 
was  tyrannical  in  a  petty  sort,  grasping,  unjust. 
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and  an  exciter  to  IHlgatjon.  All  due  credit  nat 
gmii  him  as  an  extrenivly  ctnvar  la»y«r ;  but 
in  tite  abstract  be  had  Tew  frieads.  "  I  will  try 
to  be  unprejudiced,"  ssys  a  departed  poet* ;  "  but 
ask  me  not  to  be  impartial ; — this  is  to  have  no 
feeling."  Ttioae,  iheo,  who  had  do  rvason  to 
like  nor  dislike,  made  i-omoioa  cause  with  ilw 
majority ;  and  a  frw  days  aflrr  hix  funeral,  it 
vras  diKox-ercd  ihat  GibbMts  wait  an  excecdin{;!y 
good  riddance. 

This  reaction  in  the  sentiments  of  tile  popu- 
lace wa.1  to  be  expected.  What  is  the  inference ! 
— that  LP  the  proportion  tbey  were  led  to  exe- 
crate liis  mentor)',  they  wn  mfluenced  in  their 
fiivourablc  disposition  towards  the  priaoner. 

Again,  Villi<>ra  had  not  till  now  waited  to  pro- 
leit  his  innocence.  Human  nature  is  prone  to 
receive  nv»d  iniprcxsions,  aitd  lie  was  looked 
upon,  at  this  crisis,  as  "  a  nian  more  sinned 
against  than  sinmng."     Moreover,  his  manit 
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appearance  had  its  usual  ef&ct,  improved  am  it 
was  by  the  lasl  feir  yean,  which  had  marked 
bis  countenance  with  decision,  and  given  a  oer* 
tain  curl  to  the  lip,  tvliich  be  had  unconsclouitly 
acquired  in  sneering  at  or  hating  those  who 
wTrc  lefs  gifted  with  talent,  or  more  with  the 
world's  goods  (hui  himMcir.  Tliis  indtvd  had 
produord  a  stemnra  of  cxpmsion  which  Auit«d 
with  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  Perhaps 
by  the  tairtr  part  of  the  crowd, — nnd  fortunate 
i*  man  to  gain  such  sympathy, — he  was  pro- 
nounced innocent  before  the  trial  began. 

The  judge  addressed  the  jury,  earnestly  en- 
treating  them  to  put  away  from  (heir  minds  any 
previous  impressions  that  rumour  might  have 
pOHHwed  them  witli,  whether  for  or  against  the 
prisoner.  Hits  was  a  ease,  he  said,  wliicb 
would  call  on  them  for  their  most  imj^irtial 
conuderation ;  but  in  their  verdict,  Iw  had  no 
doubt  they  would  distinguish  themseU«s  for 
that  strict  sense  of  justiro  by  which  a  British 
jury  has  n-er  been  guided,  w«-ighing  well  one 
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c)^CUInstanc(^  with  another,  and  inquiring  in 
ibeir  separate  mtoda  aa  well  aa  Rowngtt  ttw 
wbo1«,  the  bearing  of  fact  upon  fad,  the  fining 
of  all  the  parts  vach  wilh  each,  as  ibc}'  thouM 
CQOH'  to  their  koowled^  through  the  eridenee 
which  would  be  produced. 

"  Oncf  more,  genUenwn  of  th<!  jurj-,"  he  con- 
cluded.— "  I  implore  vou  to  dismiM  fVom  your  I 
aecret  minds  all  and  imrv  previous  impresaion." 
The  various  forms  and  circunutancca  of  the  I 
trial  we  hav«  no  intention  of  entering  into,  and 
xhalt  proceed  as  concisely  aa  poaoible. 

The   groom  wa«  the  first   person  examined,  i 
and  the  prisoner's  identity  pnncd.      We  cai^ 
however,  anticipate  the  whole  of  his  eridenee. 

The  intUiceper  of  tlw  Rose  and  Crown  came 
next ;  we  may  also  dispense  with  his,  u  w«  uv 
alrMidy  aware  of  what  he  would  prove. 

N«st  was  the  toll>taber,  on  the  rood  lndtn(> 
to  the  vood.  He  carroboratixl  the  evideooo  of 
the  groom  as  to  the  direction  the  gig  had 
taken;   with   ibe    addition,   that   the   deoNsed 


I 


p^l^  through,  about  half  aa  hour  aiicnrarda, 
or  less.  The  Klling  of  The  spade  to  Schmidt, 
the  6ndorH  of  ttie  body,  of  the  piKtol  and  kiulv, 
and  the  surgeon  who  depoenl  to  the  cause  of 
docGa«c<d's  dcaiJi,  fpUownl. 

The  next  person  called  ira«  UteUackitniith  who 
had  shod  deceased's  horse,  ridden  by  Schmidi 
the  moniiiig  folloning  tlie  murder;  and  aiiet 
him.  the  landlord  of  the  Lamb  Inn,  who,  having 
lived  ae  a  servant  with  Gibboiis.  swore  to  the  bad 
cbaracter  of  liis  clerk,  as  well  as  to  certain 
wonU  of  bad  import,  as  h<^  contrived  to  term 
tlwm,  uttered  by  him  on  tlie  miMuiig  the  trans- 
action took  place,  as  well  as  on  the  occasion  of 
his  leaving  Gibbons'  employ  yeurs  before. 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  submitted,  that 
this  was  irrelevant  to  the  cause  before  the  jury ; 
but  he  was  overruled  by  the  judge,  who  said  it 
might  tend  rather  to  llie  advantage  of  the  pri* 
•ouor. 

The  precise  words  made  use  of  on  the  former 
oocasMO  the  witness  did  uot  recollect ;  but  they 
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went  U>  nwko  out  a  tbn>«i  of  rewtnge  itpoo 
tlMwacd,  (nfn  sbould  aa  opportiuiin  aat 
till  Scbtnidl  Witt  grn--be*ded.  .     . 

Agun  ibe  learned  couosei  subontUd-thKi  thfj 
Iters  oot  trying  ihe  man  Seltiiiklt,  umI  >(!ain  i^ 
HB>  onmiled.  Tb«ro  were  not  wanting,  wtod. 
people  to  spo«k  against  ihc  Pnunan;  far  tu 
obMraelDr  had  come  out  in  all  its  lusnrBan 
diiriuf;  hii  sojourn  u  Uu*  attorney'*. 

The  case  dosed  for  the  pniaecution,  whkh  *t 
bate  tbus  summarily  got  rid  of.  a«  the  rettflere 
already  in  poMcasioa  of  tlie  aerenl  facts :  and 
tlMw  ne  must  request  be  will  studj  to  re- 
lUMnber,  tliat  w«  may  tak«  him  alon^  with 
through  the  remainder  of  the  Uia). 

There  were  no  winwMca  called  Tor  the  defence 
which  we  gira  in  the  prisooer's  own 


re- 


"  My  Lord,  and  G^nilemeti  of  tbe  Ju 
Mtand  at  the  bar  of  a  tribunal  widely  cel^ratnl 
l«r  ihe  even-banded  justw«  it  distributee,r 


British  court  of  law ;  yet,  certain  as  I  am  tliat 
impartiality  and  wisdom  ivill  mark  it»  dcdsion, 
I  feel  an  anxiety  in  addressing  you  that  may 
possibly  be  atlributod  to  a  wrong  cause. 

"  Innocence,  my  Lord,  though  generally  «lrong 
enough  to  force  its  way  1o  the  conviction  of  the 
unbiaased.  i»  often  so  apparently  shaken  in  ita 
essence  by  ctrcumatantial  evidence,  that  its  clear* 
oess  cannot  readily  be  di.'coerncd ;  and,  to  aid 
this  unhappy  combination,  drcumntanlial  evi- 
dence often  receives  sudi  corrotwratlon  from 
admitted  facta  and  ocular  (iemonslration,  that 
if  the  highest  in  the  land  were  to  come  forward 
and  prove  the  (Uiii  of  the  prisoner,  although 
his  acquittal  may  follow,  the  conviction  of  his 
guilt  on  the  Judge's  mind  is  so  strong  that  the 
mere  fact  of  acquittal  does  not  carry  with  it  that 
purification  of  character,  which  the  very  slightest 
wliisper  of  suspicion  must  attach. 
^  "  It  is  this  consciousness,  my  Lord,  that  make* 
me  tremblingly  alira  to  the  hope  that  my  inno- 
cence of  the  crime  of  which  I  am  aocuscd  may 
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bare  b«en  M  proved  u  fvot  only  to  acquit  in 
bot  iwMiMible,  but  th&i  it  shall  br  set  fonh  m 
«0  dear  a  ligbl  as  to  nuh  to  your  Lond&hipV 
mitx),  aikd  the  unlwdtBtini;  «asat«nce  of  dot 
coiintrynwit.  with  a  tvnx  iircsistiblo  as  a  flood 
of  electric  fire. 

"  I  seek  to  prore  no  aiM  :  on  the  rontrary. 
I  fr«ly  aeknowledg*  having  b«*ii  prr^nit  at 
ihe  death  of  the  deceased ;  bat  I  not  only  dony 
liaring  aided  in  or  abetted  his  de«th,  but  am- 
my  most  wlemn  belief  that  it  happened  in  the 
M-lf-defeoce  of  tlie  p^non  who  is  stated  to  be  the 
areoinplice  of  my  crime. 

"  It  has  been  prot'cd  that  this  man,  named 
Schmidt,  and  myself,  were  in  company  with  the 
deceased  at  a  tavern,  on  the  evening  in  whidi 
the  Utter  met  with  hts  death  ;  it  has  been 
prwcd,  also,  that  on  the  same  evening  Schmidt 
botighl  a  »pade,  and  that  with  a  blow  from  some 
such  implement  on  the  skull,  the  death  of  the 
deceased  ww  accelerated,  such  wound  being  in 
addition   to  s  puodured  one ;    and   that  the 
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ground  was  found  lo  hara  bcm  dug,  as  for  a 
grave,  about  ibe  spot  nherc  the  tiansactioD  took 
place. 

"  It  ha.1  alw  been  proved  lh«l  a  horse  and 
gif;  we  liired,  and  mj'  vervant,  vrere  neur  tliat 
spot  for  some  hours  on  the  night  of  tliU  tran»> 
itciioD  ;  Ibot  a  knife,  bearing  tny  initials  on  ihe 
handle,  was  found ;  and  that  the  man  Sclunidl 
was  seen  on  the  deceased's  horse,  at  the  touii 
of  — ,  on  the  following  ntorning.  being  then 
not  many  miles  from  the  place  where  the  body 
was  found. 

"  All  this,  I  admit,  sounds  veiy  much  agaiiiit 
mc,  and  would  do  infinitely  more  w  were  1  to 
aitenipt  a  denial  of  my  presence  at  the  fatal 
encounter. 

"  It  remains,  then,  for  me  lo  clear  myself  of 
tile  imputation  of  murder,  by  showing  all  I 
know  oi  the  afTair  in  its  tnie  light,  and  thus 
placing  it  in  such  a  position  as  shall  take  away 
from  the  various  eircuautaDces,  tIio»c  bearing* 


m 


VILLI  SM. 


whicli,  without  my  fiiU  ncplanatton  and  adnb- 
sion.  tHry  must  inevitably  be  tainted  with. 

"  The  object  of  my  coming  to  tt»t  particular 
port  of  th€  country  was  to  obtain  a  certain 
document,  the  possession  of  which  was  of  the 
last  coniicquence  to  me.  This  document  waa 
concealed,  and  its  hidden  place  known  to  the 
mail  Schmidt ;  by  whom  placed  there,  or  for 
what  purpose,  it  is  now  •ruperfluous  to  wiy,i— 
suffice  it,  that  its  nature  was  Buch  that  no  penca 
had  a  right  to  keep  it  from  the  eye  of  ihoee  who 
would,  by  the  awards  of  my  country,  place  me 
in  possession  of  its  contingent  benefits.  Ii  wax 
to  obtain  this  document,  by  extmcting  it  from 
the  ground  uhere  it  luid  long  lain  bimcd,  that 
the  spade  was  taken  by  us. 
'"'  "I  Khitll  now  beg  to  draw  your  atlentioD  to 
the  fact.  Uiat  the  deceased  left  the  inn  after  the 
man  Schmidt  aiMi  myself,  and  to  infer  from 
lliin  that  (here  could  have  been  no  prerious  iii- 
lention  on  our  part  to  put  him  to  deatb,^-iDore 
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Mp«ja!Iy  M,  in  hb  heaHng  at  llic  iitn,  War- 

Hn^ham  waa  said  to  be  our  desUnalion,  a  pUw 

in  tile  oppoaito  direction   from  that  which  we 

took,  purpoorly  (o  deceive  impertinent  euriosily. 

'■  Had  W6  then  tviiilicd  to  entrap,  should  ne 

luve  endeavoured  to  mislead  him  V 

„!  A  strong  sensation  was  evident  in  the  court 

ai  this  part  of  tbe  defence,  and  an  etunest, 

ihougb  short)  ooDversaUon  amongst  the  couikscl. 

,Xhe  judge  signified  his  di(plca*uiT  at  itie  in- 

(erruption,  and  as  the  murmur  subsided,  ihc 

.J^rieotRT  resumed. 

,.  "  It  must  also,  as  a  very  material  circumstunve 
in  my  favour,  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  evidenee 
of  the  turnpike  man  on  the  VVarringham  road 
goco  to  prove  thai  the  deceased  inquired  for  an 
equipage  amwering  the  description  of  ours,  and 
that,  finding  noni;  had  passed,  he  put  his  horse's 
bead  the  contrary  nay,  and  made  similar  in- 
qtiiries  at  the  oppottitd  gate. 

"  It  has  al»o  been  proved  that  the  deceased 
made  a  minute  inTestigation  of  our  proceedings. 
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MUng  muiy  questions  of  the  groom,  with  wboni 
be  rode  Dfarty  to  the  place  where  we  Mopped, 
after  which  be  suddenly  disappeared. 

**  It  b,  then,  ponttre  that  we  sought  not  Ai> 
comptoy,  but  that,  oa  the  oootruy,  be  soui^tti 


''A  |MStol  of  the  dceeascd'i  waa  found  upon 
ibfl  gnss,  with  the  lock  down,  hi\ing  flashed  in 
itkF  pu,  for  the  barirl  wiu  gtill  loaded. 

"These,  my  Lord,  are  not  proofs  of  my  guilt, 
but  go  rather  to  establish  the  (art  that  be  him- 
•elf  repaired  to  the  spot,  dengnin^  to  walch  our 
proci'edii^s,  and  haring  discorered  how  we  werv 
occupied^  to  ponew  hinuelf  forcibly  of  a  dom- 
BKUt.  the  publi«)ung  of  which  would  not  only 
bU«t  his  reputation  for  ever,  but,  it  might  be. 
a  Sect  his  life. 

"  This  doeument,  ray  Lord,  was  the  will  of 
my  late  grandfatlier.  Lord  Beaulieu,  by  ihe 
fratMlulent  concealment  of  which,  on  the  part  of 
deceased,  who  drew  it  up,  I  bare  been  deprit'ed 
of  ilw  property  for  several  years. 
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;.  "  The  deceased  wm  in  the  uCt  of  takJag  iltU, 
it  would  appear,  from  the  person  of  ibc  man 
Schmidt,  when  be  was  knocked  down,  and  sub- 
sequently run  through  the  body,  which  unhappy 
drcumstaocet  liad  I  been  near,  I  would  havw 
prevented ;  but  the  opportunity  for  tJie  attack 
of  Schmidt  by  llic  deceased  was  precisely  token 
when  he  and  1  were  separated  by  the  tnngliu^ 
undi'TWOod." 

Itie  prisoner  then  at  some  length  detailed 
the  events  which  occurred  pre>'iouiJy  to  ihijt : 
the  face  seen  between  the  rocks  while  Schmidt 
was  in  the  ad  of  digging ;  the  furnishing  from 
his  own  pocket  a  penknife  to  assist  in  opening 
the  case;  the  struggle  and  light  between  the 
deceased  and  Schmidt ;  and  the  assertion  on 
the  part  of  the  latter  that  deceased  had  com- 
nMnoed  the  attack,  and  snapped  a  pistol  at 
his  head. 

"  With  regard  to  the  concealment  of  the 
body."  proceeded  tlie  prisoner,  "  sorry  indeed 
am  I  that  I  did  not  Ibten  to  the  first  nigges- 
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bear  witness;  but  ihey  are  far  heocd, — farlrom 
tbeir  country ;  and  for  other  frienda,  I  have 
cultivated  of  Ulo  tlio  rvK^nU  of  so  few,  thai  1 
think  not  of  their  support. 

\,,  "  I  call  now  only  return  ihwika  for  the  paiieiit 
hearing  that  has  been  acconktl  me,  and  con- 
elu<lv  by  declaring  my  innocenw  of  the  allc;^! 
crinic,  as  I  hope  at  a  higher  tribunal  to  oblaiii 
mercy  for  oilier  offences." 

i><  Villiera  intimated  that  he  had  nothine;  furthiT 
to  offer,  and  the  jud^  proceeded  to  sum  up  ilw 
evidence. 

«  Before  he  tUsmissed  ilte  jury  to  consider  iheir 
t-i^lict,  he  callml  their  itttoitliou  to  the  fnci,  upon 
the  prisooer'k  own  nhowing,  of  llie  existence  of 
ground  Sat  malice  prepen«!,  in  the  deceaned 
having,  for  a  lengib  of  time,  been  InNtniinenial 
U>  the  keeping  of  prisoner  out  of  his  proin-rty. 
,''.  "You  will  bear  in  mind,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,"  concluded  tlie  judge,  "  that  the  whoU- 
qtiestioii  rests  upon  circumatantial«\-tdence:  none 
saw  tint  actual  blow  strack ;  oeitlM.-r  can  any,  on 
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of  bving  ^tceivctl  u  IcM,  Uie  »ctual  iiwianccs  of 
deocptioD  are  fwfcr  in  Oie  mm  cam:  than  the 
other.  A  aingle  witne«»  may  be  niistaJuit,  or 
h«  mny  be  pcrjurvd.  Such  ni»takcs,^-such 
pKijuriw,^ — are  not  without  frequent  exAmptir ; 
wticreas.  to  impose  upon  a  court  of  justice  a 
rhiuu  of  circumntantial  oidencv  in  Mipporl  of 
a  fabricawd  ucrasation,— I  speak  to  a  general 
view  of  Huch  cases,— Inquired  so  numerous  a 
body  of  falM  witnease*  as  Heldom  or  never  meet 
logeilier. 

"  Certain  degirca  of  crcdibttity  must  be  ac- 
cepted in  order  to  reacli  the  crime  of  murder. 
1'he  wceunly  of  life  is  so  essential  to  the  value 
and  enjoyment  of  every  bictting  it  ootilains,  and 
the  interruption  of  this  security  is  follo»«d  by 
such  univ-ersal  miserj-  and  confusion  in  a  mm- 
muDity,  that  although  (he  condemiiatioi)  of  an 
innocent  person  sliould  be  by  every  meanx  of 
uodeniable  reaMuiiig  cautiously  guarded  against, 
a  jury  is  not  to  be  deterred  from  the  application 
of  those  rules  which  tend  to  the  preecrvatioo  of 
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life,  bj  tba  wMpickm  of  danger  to  their 
own  cooBCMoes.  or  the  mtn  poffcibibiy  oT  coi^ 
ftModtng  tiw>  m&ocent  with  the  guilty. 

"  \cM  will,  then,  matiudy  ami  delibcrstHy 
weigh  and  coowier  tho  fane  of  cirvmmsUtmeeu  j 
Nod  wtitlr  TOO  permit,  in  its  utmoK  bcann^F.  k11 
tlttt  i*  fa«>nrabl«  lo  lend  its  advuMafc  lo  the 
prisooer,  \'tti  will  ivntvtuber  that  you  hate  ■ 
duty  to  perfurm  (o  your  country  vrhich  i»  pan- 
mouut  to  *U  others :  and  let  your  uoprcjudind 
dedsioD  produce  \-oar  \-erdict.'' 

It  would  W  difiicull  lo  descnlie  the  spcmla- 
taons  of  the  awMKuhled  multitude  m  lo  the  guilt 
or  innocvoce  of  the  prisoner,  during  the  boor 
thai  the  jurt  were  occupied  in  conadering  thi>. 
It  wotild  be  idle  to  attempl  inquiry  into  the 
tfaougbu  of  Villien  himself,  or  hia  feelings 
wbefl  ibry  re<eatered. 

A  Mlemo  stillitees  perraded  the  court,  w  the 
foreman  annouDced  the  verdict ;  and  the  judge 
9<xi»ed  lost  in  deep  thought. 

ii  was  but  momeotar)-.     Ue  nised  ibe  fatal 
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cap  to  his  brow,  and  prooocdvtl  to  pas*  scnionce 
of  death  upon  ibo  priiioner. 

The  s!lenee  had  bet n  an-fu), — ihe  calm  ol"  the 

desert  or  of  the  grave.     Suddenly  it  seemed  »s 

if  an  electric  shock  had  pwwd  Uirough  that 

nswBibly.     Again  all  watt  liuahcd,  a.i  by  Komc 

trcmriidau*  cflbrl.      Bui   before    llie   dreadful 

words  could  he  all  heard,  a.  muniiur  of  dismay 

nui  round  the  court,— a  whirlwind,  aa  it  were, 

had  bcm  loosened  from  the  lieavcns, — tlie  soix, 

lialf  smothered,  were  not  all  of  woman;  »ttTTi<T 

hearts  had  been  struck ;  but  hy«terical  shritlis 

were  heard  from  different  [wrta  in  female  accents 

of  woe.  and,  ere  tranquillity  could  be  restored, 

the  judge,  the  prisoner,  the  whole  pageant  Itad 

passed   away  as   a  dream,   lea%~ing  Ihe   hettrt- 

nrung  spectator  to  doubt  if  that  dull  void  bad 

M   lately   been   the  centre  of  such  a  thrilling 

scene,  .'•aw    ■■ 

Such  woa  the  effect  of  sympathy  upon  a 
highly-excited  multitude-  Predisjioscd  in  h)» 
favour,  they  saw  the  hoped,  if  not  the  fully- 
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accredited  guiltless, — the  young,  the  lu^le,  Om 
gallant  ViUiers,  fresh  -from  tlie  field  where  he 
had  fought  his  country's  battle  well,  from  whiVli 
he  had  returned  wounded  and  crovtwil  with 
laurel, — ihey  saw  him  but  saved  from  this  iq 
be  doomed  to  aji  ignominious  death. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Hcstvii  frum  kII  cnalun*  hiia  the  book  ot  FM, 
Ail  btit  iliu  pa(^  ptMoibtil.  (hoit  pmrni  ilal* : 
Ffoni  Inulci  what  meo.  fram  iiicn  what  ti>l[il*  kuu«  ) 
Or  «ho  could  luflVr  twin);  hen  below  ^ 
Hope  humbly  thtn  i  with  trciiibliii;^  innioni  loir  i 
Wail  thfl  gRiil  tfachcr,  DuUh.  uid  God  tiliiK. 
Wlut  fVilUT«  bllu,  he  KivGt  pot  Ihcc  lu  know, 
Bui  Kivo*  that  Huiw  III  )>«  ihy  blenin^  lunr. 

Pops. 


And  ViUien  was  alone, — a  aolilnrj'  niao  upon 
the  earth.  He  had  written  to  none :  even  I'rom 
Viola  Iw!  withheld  all  communication ;  for  it 
might  be  lb»t  the  had  listened  witli  too  ready 
an  ear  to  the  unfavourable  reports  which  w-erc 
abroad,  and  till  his  country  should  pronotince 
)iim  innocent  be  disdained  privately  to  dcffiid 
tiinueir. 
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Wbol  would  be  not  noir  bare  givea  tar  one 
bour  of  Ludlow,  with  his  Mrong'  miDd,  to  ad- 
rite  and  catufort.  oondenuud  w  he  was,  and 
deserted — perhaps  anthougbi  oT  I  fiut  if  ihi« 
last  apprehension  roood  place  in  ht>  ound, 
he  did  cru«l  injustice  to  ooe  «bo  to  a^} 
amiud    the  wirteno*  which  «a&  to  give  new 

'Ufp  bv  its  fHVOurable  irapon,  or,  to  its  oltenor 
decision,  doom  b^r  also  to  a  moral  death. 

Tbp  prisoner  was  visited  on  the  ewBiog  fol- 
lowing  the  trial  by  the  worthy  chaplain,  who 
endravourecl  to  pour  (he  balm  of  apiritiMl  con- 
solation into  his  wounds.  He  beltevvd  not  in 
bis  innocence,  and  extiortrd  him  to  prepare  for 
that  atrfut  journey  he  was  about  to  take  4iy  a 
full  confea&ion,  and  meriting  rorgireoe«s  tram 
•bote  by  his  repenlauw. 

'      Villiers  waalhankfiil  for  these  good  and  piioi» 

'  itilention*.  but  felt  relieved  wheo  be  di-paned. 
\\e  ab«Dilon«l  himwtlf  to  reflection,  and  ttiougbt 

■of  the  J'oung  days   when   hoi^e  and   anlntion 
had  robed  hi«  hrart.     Now  it  was  indeed  uo- 
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veiled, — divated  of  nil  its  flimsy  covering,  and 
in  the  posseesioQ  of  but  one  fe«Uog.  and  that 
vox  dpspiur. 

And  ihu»  it  i«  with  but  too  muny  on  Uic  canli, 
whose  youth  has  been  flung  away  in  idle  watcb* 
iiiga  for  the  flei^ired  lime  of  good.  Yet  (rue  in 
it  also  if,  in  our  riper  years,  we  attain  to  what 
trc  hB\-e  long  so  ardently  wished  for,  we  hail 
not  the  granted  booiia  with  Uiat  gratitude,  that 
joy,  uncrniled.  siioiiUineous,  which  lives  and 
kaps  in  our  youn^  heart,  ready  to  bunt  forth, 
and  niMit  half-way  iliv  bU-anngs  wc  assure  otir- 
aeWes  will  duly  come. 

^  But.  if  they  conie  not ! — Alas!  grievoua  iit  the 
dj«a]>paiDi]nciit. — one  which  so  many  know,  but 
tion<-  may  trll.  Alas  l  that  wc  should  see  our 
young  hopes  perish  in  th«  bud ;  that  we  should 
beeomo  wtaried  and  disgusted  with  tbe  world 
which  God  ha*  made,  and  placed  ua  iPt  as  it 

>.«rere  an  Eden,  to  inhabit  ond  enjoy  I 

"  Whut  is  it,"  tlioughl  VLllierji,  "  tliai  not  only 
DOW,  but  for  motulu  before,  has  so  weighed 
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iomu  my  been  ?    Can  it  be  (f^tt  t    Ot  u  k 
thai  Uiero  ckm    ndst  soch    a  mjswiy  m  ihe,^ 
lorewBrning  of  a  doooi?  ^H 

■*  b  then  not  some  aecnC  link  belKvcn 
tiituritj-  and  the  prtacOt  wbicfa.  wbea  on!  atrait* 
MX,  (Irivei  ibi  iron  into  the  soulf  And  bow  ftfaaJl 
man  then  at-ert  ha  dcatiny,  if  il  u  wrinvQ  la 
ihp  fnmvl  bookf  Do  wc^  m  tbuiking  thna 
arrogate  to  ounelre%  as  tout,  that  trfaieh  Moa|p 
only  lo  tlw  Siipvvino  Being,  a  foce-kiw«'k«]ge 
of  cvraur — Nay,  w  bta  believe  that  nao  it 
M>iiii:4iin(«>  vouchaakd  an  intimatjon— thougb 
for  what  wik  |mrpOe<e,  let  us  not  be  bold  to  a«k — 
(hot  sorrow  is  approaching.  Time  huiTW»  bus 
lo  ihr  goal,  ttot  of  liis  wishes,  but  his  deatnay ; 
Kale  flie^  before,  and  laughs  to  scorn  bis  pMj 
tcbrmes  of  ainbiiioo.  '  On  such  a  day,  or 
in  auch  a  year,'  says  bp,  *  such  and  such  a  thio|t 
■hail  have  been  achinTd;  1  shall  poesosa  wbal 
I  h»vc  long  dnired ;  my  bain'«  wounds  sbaU<. 
b«  healed,  and  itorrow  known  do  more '.'  Vain 
mortal :  the  time  coues ;  double  ii.  «hb  yMuii 
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are  you  bappy  ?  Have  you  compassed  j-our  ex- 
peclations  ?  Has  not,  on  tlio  coDtrary,  each  day 
>hon-n  the  futility  of  tlioK>  hop^H,  tho  airinf ««  of 
that  flibric  which  you  hant  built  with  mateiiati 
thinner  end  more  fleeting  than  gossamer? 

"All  the  gladness  you  lookod  for  is  swallowed 
up  in  vain  yet  bitter  rcgrrt ;  lime  Itas  been  lost, 
enjoymeDt  sacrificed,  and  happiuMS  you  discover 
to  be  an  unbaaed  theory,  non-existent,  as  ttw 
winds  that  have  died  for  from  us,  and  shall  vi^iii 
the  spot  that  we  inhabit  nm'er. 

"  Yet  virlue — ^yet  a  foreknowledge  of  the  evil- 
will  it  turn  this  aside  ? — My  transgressions  ha\-e 
already  been  written  in  the  book  before  I  teas, 
Dtc  transgressions  of  omission  and  conmussiori ; 
I  could  not  arerl  the  punishment  that  was 
awarded  me.  Still  might  I  not,  by  persevering 
in  an  altered  way.  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
ny  piaiiM  1 — Alas !  all  ibis  reasoning  comes  too 
Ute!" 


la  this  superstition,  to  ibink  that  there  is  an 
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anpoimd  f^tal  rod^  to  bam  upon'Ae' 
IhmI  ?  U  thu  sujwmiiuin — and  if  «o,  iraak- 
n«ss  ?  Manv  a  grpot  and  wise  man  Iu5  ibtii 
be«i  wTak ;  Hannibal  possessed  this  intuidon  of 
impiiKlin^  cri! :  but  luptTsiitioa  is  the  raltni; 
scourge  of  a  tw^tben's  mind.  Let  us  ew  h<xn  it 
affected  him,  hoir«TOT.  Cnming  fmra  Italr.  to 
his  helmed  Africa,  he  diseovwfd  that  the  ^ri|t 
W8S  standing  for  a  rumed  wpalchrc ;  and.  struct 
vrith  the  omen,  he  desired  the  pilot  to  siev 
another  course.  His  dny  hiw]  changed,  his  nin 
had  boconio  clouded,  aod  tlw  whole  Ay  of  1^ 
glorj-  OTcrvast ;  be  MXighl  to  turn  aaJde  IiJs  fate. 

The  absurdity  of  this  in  a  predi»linAriaa  will 
be  acknonlcdged  j  but  how  does  the  Chriitian 
act  who  fcela  a  dreary  foreboding  of  the  fiituret 
He  seeks  not  to  av«t  that  which  ts  ki  befctfv 
hini,  but  stri^'es,  by  a  steady  perseverance,  (o 
artud  the  depths  of  sin,  and  by  so  doing,  eseape 
an  added  nraib  to  that  portion  which  lias  bera 
p^e^■»ou!Iy  awarded  him. 

And  if  this  be  the  Christtan  predestiii 
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motivo  to  action,  n-e  niti«t  not  condemn  Villi«n 
when,  abandoned  to  the  gloomy  borrora  of  hi* 
fiite.  he  moraliied  tu  above. 

Leave  ve  him  avbile,  and  let  ua  seek  other 
scenes. 

I,  Viola's  grief,  anxiety,  and  agitation,  while  tlw 
tnal  was  pending,  and  the  life  and  death  of 
ViUicrs  might  be  said  to  balance  in  the  scales  of 
justice,  is  far  better  understood  than  described. 
We  hare  already  stated  that  those  wore  acute  in 
the  extreme;  but  wlicn  th«  intelligence  of  iiis 
condemnation  rushed  upon  her,  the  woman  took 
possession  of  her  mind,  as  it  had  before  bci-n 
only  in  her  breast,  and  ncr^'ing  herself  to  action,' 
as  women  can  In  times  of  great  emergency,  to 
|he  wonder  of  the  rougher  sex,  and  aometimes 
to  their  shame,  she  resolved  to  supplicate  tlir 
King  for  her  lover's  pardon.  , 

^.I<ondon,  ovrn  tlw  court,  was  not  new  to  her« 
although  a  few  years  had  elapsed  since  her  last 
visit  10  either  ;  but  to  procure  an  audience  waa 
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U»  receive  his  last  wbhes,  to  nvep  with  him  in 
uleitci.',  or  to  ircuure  his  last  words  in  h«r 
boAom? 

Aod  be  had  dovibted  her.  or— oh !  it  could  not 
be— Itad  he  for^ten  her  f  -^  Xo,  no !  such  a 
paiiiful  surmiae  was  instantly  di^ardcd. 

Caulion  was  Dow  to  be  observed.  Her  parents 
were,  »he  knew,  not  likely  to  permit  the  plan 
to  be  put  in  execution ;  and  only  to  one  person 
did  abo  entrust  her  secret.  Tliis  was  the  old 
groom,  Anthony. 

The  Myd<llcton9,  for  the  short  time  they  were 
to  remain  in  ttieir  own  country,  we  have  alrrady 
■aid,  lutd  eslabliohed  thcm»elvc«  in  London. 
But  not  to  th«  court  end  of  the  town  did  they 
reaort,  wlicre  their  late  history  was  already 
well  known,  aod  where  rumour,  with  her 
thousand  tongues,  had,  as  ueual  in  such  cases, 
been  haxy  with  tlicir  Tame.  Their  full  hud  bee:i 
great  indced.aiid  while  Mr.  Myddleton's  presence 
in  the  metropolis  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  winding  up  his  affiura,  a  horror  of  meetii^; 
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perbapc  1ms  eonfidcnUy  roliod  ui>oii  hi*  good 
officM ;  but  liappily  i^orant  of  this,  or  of  any 
misund«nttandiii^.  she  decided  upou  api>ly>n|; 
1o  him  for  aid  id  hn  present  difficulty,  and 
having  heard  of  hU  arrival  in  England,  di^ 
petclwd  her  faithful  Anthony  wiili  a  letlrr  which 
cS]ilain«l  til  concise  temiis  the  dreadful  situation 
of  ViUiers;  requesting  perniisition  to  wait  on 
him,  that  she  might  moi'e  his  intcrcMsioo  with 
the  King,  or  entreat  him  to  procure  her  an 
audience  in  which  she  should  be  able  to  demand 
the  rojal  clemenc)'  in  person. 
^  Anxiously  did  Viola  wait  for  the  Enrl's  reply. 
Hour  aAer  liour  glided  awa^:  Anthony  had 
left  the  application;  but  no  answer  came  that 
evening.  The  next  day  also  passed,  and  her 
vretcbedneta  was  inerea-ted  by  the  observatJon 
of  her  parents,  and  the  dread  that  their  curiosity 
and  suspicions  might  be  raised  by  the  sight  of  a 
letter,  should  they  be  present  when  it  wax  de- 
Urcred.  If  she  was  prevented  from  pursuing 
ber  intenlioiu,  all  hope  of  ViUiei'a  life  must  be 
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by  water  to  Whitehall,  by  which  m«iUis  ih«^ 
would  escape  the  whole  length  of  the  Strami ; 
and  Lord  Stair's  mansion  being  near  the  site  oC 
old  Richmond  House,  now  no  more,  they  could 
be  landed  witliin  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  their 
destination.  A  watcnnan,  whom  the  servant  had 
before  engngMl  to  take  him  on  various  errands 
to  distant  parts  of  the  town,  was  now  onl<'rcd  (0 
be  in  readiness  at  ten  on  (he  following  Momingf. 
aiid  to  wait  near  the  house  to  conduct  them  to 
his  boat 
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paMcd — was  it  the  all -searching  sun  thai  cheered 
liim  with  it«  morning  bc«niK,  and  »poke  of  liopc  ( 

The  lapse  of  lime ! — How  fearful  for  him  in 
whom  this  principle  is  extinct !  Still  on  and  on 
■^pjorning  succeeds  rooming — ^the  sun-beams 
shine,  but  not  for  the  wretch  to  whom  doth 
would  bo  a  boon, — they  bring  no  healing  with 
thetn ;  there  is  no  balm  for  his  wounded  soul, — 
a  cursing  blight  clings  around  his  doomed  mind, 
—darkness, — an  eartlily  hell, — he  mwst  not  die, 
he  would  be  ealUd  hence,  but  dares  not  go,^-'m 
him  hope  lives  not,  but  Ae  must  still  exist. 

Is  there  not  such  a  stale  as  litis  ? — ^Tlwre  is ! 
— Woman  has  caused  il — poverty  has  caused  it 
—the  absence  of  all  that  can  henceforward  lend 
one  charm  to  life — change,  slight,  inconstancy, 
blighted  arobitioa— oontenmcd,  deceived,  unre* 
quitcd  passion — the  "  dcttth  of  frtemUltip,"  or 
ibe  death  of  all  we  loved. 

But  what  has  this  to  do  with  Viola  f — Vet 
with  her  the  hours  passed  heavily  also  till  siie 
should  be  engaged  id  tbc  good  work ;  yet  too 


mdmppmnhxgronu.    j 

It  «■•  th»  cdvToat  I 

«clt  othn-  uidi 

or  Lord^ 

«!«».  M«d  «b»tr»rtioa,| 
MWrty,  thit,  exerjft  wbj 

Iff*  Oh  lli«e,  end 
far  boon  ta  the  Mme  4 
(Ui«ao  WIS  thnHoK 
csoup  erbufakeH  lo 
w*  luusnjr  rrttred  ftr' 
t«Dn.  whrre  Vlob  wa 


nLLIBRS. 


153 


oppo«ito  A  fccUtig,  caused  mother  tnd  daughter 
to  sbuD  rUhcr  than  M«k  thvir  mutual  compa- 
nionship. No  two  beinga  of  m  near  a  kiudml 
could  in  truth  be  more  uoliko :  and  thus  tlcprived 
of  her  parent's  coinl)d«DC«i  care,  and  friendship, 
tliough  she  might  be,  there  was  sad  coDSolntran 
in  the  knowledge  that  she  was  by  this  m«an» 
also  free  from  tlic  clianec  of  ber  interruption. 
Dressing  hcr»lf,  llu'n,  not  gaudilj*,  but  yet  likr 
a  gentlewoman  of  condition,  she  drparted.oaiwr 
purposed  visit.  „„  ,,.,„r,t(v 

lo  the  present  state  of  London  such  an  under- 
taking  seems  fraught  with  little  of  vitlier  diflt- 
culty  or  danger ;  but  a  century  ago.  no  female 
of  the  better  sort  was  secure  from  imuU;  nor  whk 
a  gentleman  leas  liable  to  robbery  in  the  corn- 
paratively  unfrequented  streets  and  laneit  that 
J|ie  might  be  incautious  enough  lo  thread  alone. 

Eivry  ruflian  won.'  a  sword,  and  calW  bini> 
self  by  some  quaint  titulary  designation,  as 
one  of  the  particular  set  to  which  he  belonged. 
.Street  robberies  were  frequent ;  and  so  formid- 
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•ble  the  guigB  into  which  tbeoe  pMpl"  iiabtfei 
ibemsrives,  very  mmoy  assumJBg,  or  ilfilWin^ 
thr  ttf  )e  and  dreM  of  gVBtl««n«D,  tku  the  Urn* 
*m«  hMXj  vft  lit  defianrv.  Th«  polios  iodml 
must  Iwvr  been  nuseimbly  ineAcient — prober, 
iq  moM  euM,  Icn^ued  iriib  the  peae»-bml»n: 
and  the  mbodw  for  wearing  tettpttoi,  that  d  siit- 
immnr ,  ms  wrested  from  m  purpoM.  mkI  tmwd 
K>  ftn  opposite  md. 

At  tbe  tiin«  appocUed.  VioU  IHt  her  faibtrs 
lodfj^ings,  foUowKl  by  Anthony.  The  v^itntaa, 
attirrd  in  «>al  and  badge,  ptaord  htmself  ht6n, 
and  led  the  way  towards  the  Tnnple.  where  tbcy 
w«fv  to  embark. 

The  day  waa  darii  and  murinr,  thoufrb  ibe 
rivTT,  by  the  waterman's  report,  w&s  clew  of 
fcf;.  The  gloom  thidEened  as  ihey  passed  mtdrr 
the  archway  of  (he  Temple  f»te.  and  Viola 
Ufted  her  %-QiL  At  ihat  iastuit  a  maa  of  pecu- 
liar appearance  croswd  bttwijcu  ibe  waterman 
and  htT«e)f,  and  purposely  stopping,  gued  ktr 
an  instant,  with  a  rude  sl«i«,  into  her  bee.   The 
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reil  waa  quickly  let  down ;  but  the  man.  as  be 
proceeded,  turned  biit  head,  to  lerutintze  with 
more  exactness  the  lady  and  her  attendants. 
The  tavrdrincKs  of  his  apparel  could  not  dm- 
gaise  its  dirty  afipearaDoe  t  then;  was  an  air  of 
audadty  and  ruffianism  about  htB  pvnon,  whicli, 
joined  to  a  haggard  and  worn  counietwnce, 
caused  an  ioi-oluntary  sltuddn'  in  Viola.  aU 
r«*dy  nervous  and  elicited  by  Ule  event*.  His 
foes.  Anthony  tliought,  was  fiiDiiliur  to  Itim. 
Suddenly  be  formed  his  ooncluHton,  and  was 
about  to  communicate  the  discovery  to  his  tait- 
irest,  when  slic  quickened  tier  pace,  and  watketl 
down  to  (lie  boat.  Ah  the  waited  till  the  liltle 
prqiar«tiona  were  made  for  her  reception,  be 
ttepped  up,  and  deiutindcd  if  she  hnd  romtirliefl 
the  man's  appoaranoe  wham  they  met  uiuier  iiu> 
afdiway.  She  replied  in  the  affirmative,  add- 
ing, that  she  had  felt  a  little  alarmed. 

"  If  you  knew  whom  he  was,  madam, '  Miid 
ihe  servant,  "you  would  indeed  have  been  frighlw 
ened  enough." 
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mark — and  laugh,  joke,  nod,  wtnk,  wul  wtiisper, 
passed  from  one  to  ihe  other.  Viola  found 
heneir  most  unpleasantly  situated ;  but  though 
aware  of  what  passed,  sho  h\l  too  fwnl  to  iuoi«, 
and  continued  lo  sit  for  a  few  minulee  on  the 
bench  she  bad  been  led  to. 

At  length  she  sumntoncd  slrengt]]  to  pro- 
OMd,  and  coDsignod  lier«clf  lo  lite  watcmuin's 
charge  the  groom  finding  suiBdent  employ- 
ment in  steadying  liinwcif  aft  he  ent«ri.>d  ibe 
boat.  As  he  now  sat  penitent,  and  gaxing  at 
bis  mistress  while  they  iikimmed  along,  he  could 
p«rceire  the  hand  raised  under  her  veil  lo  dry 
up  the  silent  tear.  What  a  disquieludi^  liad  not 
hJH  incautious  words  excited  in  a  mind  alrvady 
strained  to  a  degree  of  o^Tr-tension.  The  name 
of  Schmidt,  associated  as  it  wa«  with  all  the 
horrible  detail  of  the  murder,  brought  again 
before  her  the  localities  dwelt  oo  with  such 
effect  and  ombcUisbmcat  by  the  papers  of  tltr 
day ; — and  it  was  the  accused  accomplice  of 
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mining  any  thing  btit  ausUrity  or  nhffH.  Stair, 
now  Knnonlukt  •tricken  in  yeara,  had  still  the 
gallantry  of  the  court  and  camp  in  his  air;  and 
whatn'er  be  might  have  been  to  other  appli- 
cants titut  Riomiag,  certainly  felt  no  dii|)0ititton 
lo  quarrel  irith  a  iM-ely  young  vootan.  the  na- 
ture of  whose  rccjucst  involved  so  much  delicacy 
and  high  feeling.  Viola  felt  immediately  re- 
lievixi  by  the  kindnejtx  with  which  he  addre&«ed 
her,  [Jdyfiilly  touching  upon  the  fifteen  minutes 
»lic  had  robbed  him  of. 

"  Vou  were  very  near  losing  me,"  he  said, 
with  a  smile ;  "  and  indee^l  it  is  only  itic  merit 
of  the  fair  ludy  who  demands  the  boon,  and  I 
tnill  odd,  llie  gravity  of  the  occasion,  that  have 
induced  me  to  wait,  and  accord  hi-r  ih.-  lionour 
of  my  august  pr«sencr.  But  come,  I  have  been 
playing  the  great  man  all  this  morning— im>w 
let  mc  relax  a  little.*' 

Viola  would   iiave  opened    her    commission 
ronhwith ;  but  site  was  stopped  by  the  EarL 
./;,  Your  letter  explaiiwil  every  thing,"  he  said. 


MP 
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■*  il  vaa  eODOte  and  ample, — wouM  1  bed  well 
Ht  lUe  seovUiy  I  shr  should  ncgotJAte  for  me 
<lifdj,  far,  1  think,  ia  five  minutes,  more  would 
he  ndcd  to  her  eloqueoee  tbaa  I  could  acbine 
ta  M  ntanjr  hours. 

Hi«  fair  vuitmni  blushed,  ukI  looked  grave- 
Lord  Stair  look  her  hand,  and  changing  hia 
une,  wtad,  "  You  are  a  noble  creatur? ;  but  dry. 
ifaeae  tran.  and  let  u«  hojie  that  we  may  oblain 
cnrj  thii^  we  wanL  Y'ou  appreheoded  that  1 
fattd  foTfttteo  your  applieatioa  jvsterday,  per-, 
bB|M ;  but  I  waa  not  idle  b  }'oar  cause,  aa  I 
mot  jraa  wQl  find." 

He  lhe«  nag.  and,  the  doors  being  ihrowo 
open,  cocdnctfd  Viola  to  the  carha^. — -  To 
St.  JamesV  and  they  vere  soon  ooutng  the. 
pvk  OQ  their  way  thither. 
-  "  You  have  been  praaenud  ?— Ah.  1  am  flad 
flf  i^ — To  llie  Queen  f — oaf.  though,  that  may 
hardly  b*.'  *''n»  Princea  Amelia  assisted  to 
do  the  bofxiurs,''  said  Viola.  **  Then  prepnrc  U}, 
at  bv  again,  in  ire  minutea." 


TILUCR9. 

TTwrc  wan  Miwtlimg  siarlling  in  thi*  pxhor- 
talion;  but  a  little  n-fl«ction  made  her  fp«leful 
tfmt  the  way  had  been  thus  paved,  and  she  felt 
sootlied,  in  th«  hope  of  protection  and  support 
from  one  of  Iter  ovrn  »^x,  in  (he  formidable 
interview  »he  bad  nought,  and  the  baironing 
supplication  she  wished,  yet  dreaded,  to  prefer.' 
She  was  right  in  her  surmises  of  Lord  Stair's 
benevolence.  "  I  han,"  said  be,  "  brggml  Hit 
Royal  Highness  to  procure  you  an  audience  of 
the  King,  and  have  obtainnl  a  promise  of  her 
good  office*,  since  I  cxplaimsd  to  her  how  j-ou 
•nd  my  unfortunate  friend  stood  aSected  to- 
wards each  oilier,  as  well  as  tlie  object  of  your 
design  with  His  MaJ4>*ty.  You  must  forgive 
my  having  been  so  frank;  it  may  be  better  for 
oor  suit."  * 

Viola  hid  htrl&ce  in  her  hands. 

"  But,"  said  she,  starting,  as  if  a  thought  had 
suddenly  struck  her,  "should  hia  pardon  bo 
granted,  will  there  be  time" — sbe  could  not 
finish  the  lentenoe.  "" 


-  There  art  yet  tbna  iajf."  snd  Sair,  -titd 
bm  dry  your  rim,  far  m  an  at  ihe  pttlaeet.' 
^  1  Ax  ranch  to  amid  tkt  gnetnfs  of  the  peofb 
MUthortM)  the  djattpce.  the  Earl  htA  tMkm 
dw  park-road  (o  St.  J»mm'%  aad  be  was  bd* 
aaherad  pHvatc-ly  into  the  apanntrats  of  ibe 
PrinceM,  acconipaotwi  by  his  pnUgit,  A  Udy 
■B  Taiting  appeared  lo  """^'i^  tlMHi.  to  the 
rcMBoe  of  Her  Royul  HigfaaMa. 
Sha  was  rtapding  wheo  ihqr  iMw  id  j  aod  the 
graektusaen  and  aflabDiiy  of  ber  naaner,  vilh 
the  benignity  that  beamed  from  her  mild  faUe 
ey«t  rv-aaaared  Viola,  and  gave  her  courage  to 
proceed.  And  now,  for  the  first  liase,  she  may 
be  said  properly  lo  han  seen  the  PrinrrM ;  for 
in  the  hurry  of  a  dmwing-room  pre^eMatJoa, 
unless  a  royal  personage  pWxs  to  stop  the 
natrOQ  for  a.  momeat,  with  whom  tlte  young 
MuloHle  a  going  round,  she  may  well  find  it 
difficult  to  remember  one  («atnr«  of  a  laoe  thai 
has  been  berore  her  during  the  monMnl  of  sDch 
aniiow  cxciiemeat. 
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And  Mftf  •fill  ob^ct,  that  tltf^  havA^mver 
felt  aoy  sensation  ap^)r«ncbing  to  this. — B«  it  wl 

"  Ad  acfiuainUoce  of  mino,  I  tliiiik  I"  aakl 
tl»D  PrinocM,  mfter  the  fixM  c«rwnonim  of  in- 
iroductioa;  and  making  Viola  sit  dovrn,  hIk  nid 
cifil  tilings,  mentioning  one  or  two  anecdotes  of 
trifles  n-hich  bad  ooctirred  on  the  day  of  hn- 
prcscnUition,  that,  while  recurrence  to  them 
ftbovred  bcr  kind  dispwitioD,  displH)-«l  also  tbu 
shrewd  remcmbranee  of  facta  and  faoe«  for 
which  porlinilar  members  of  ttu  royal  family 
have  cwr  been  noted. 

"  My  Lord."  said  the  Princtiss, "  Ilia  Majerty 
wishes  to  see  you ;  I  will  send,  thervforo,  to  let 
liim  know  that  you  are  here,  and  you  will  p«- 
hajM  then  givn  your  support  to  our  young  friend." 
She  despatched  a  meiisage  to  the  King  accord- 
ingly, to  know  when  it  wwdd  be  his  pleasure, 
to  receive  Lord  Stair,  and  departed  through  a 
private  door. 

■  The  luly  ia  waiting,  administered  a  little  eau 
de  lace  and  water  to  Viola,  whose  gelf-poesession. 


m 


lHHi«a 


oftfaePrtDoeM. 


m^^i^ 


vfts  tiipr^  pwittpit  M  mru  '-— *"f  upn 


tmiF, 


fHrfr  fch.  utd  tbe  wmot  of  ber 
with  the  kmg   Ibm^   sojotinB  of 


tb» 


tSMrmgei 


oftfap 


and  4b»  agiiatioD  of  palitiei^  wUefa  soared 
King**  tmptT  ahnys  hasty,   sotmbu 


flOBMrtt  VM  loOMd  tH 


bndi  of  thfir  socie^ ; — idll  they 


were 


afie- 


with  WMthrr,  and.  by  tbc  bout- 


Mid,  ray  ^vsRuly  wiovcdL    ntnr  wss  thnr ) 
nftn  wfaow  character  has  been  ntofv 
tiwcribfil  tbm  tb»  Seeotd  G«off«.     Prur  i 
bntDB,  Tutne  and  noe.  bsvc  been  njituiy 
aad  anriboied  u  bun.    A  lender  btber 
»fliaiiiil»  buabraJ,  be  is  jvt  pouitnyed 
wmd  uAimL    «  But 


and  rqwUv*  w  his 

flf  Mmi*  h»4i-  ^  ksora  to  haw 


vuLiBa*. 


mtay  ben(i.Tol«at  Mtions  that  woutd  haw  dow 
eivdit  to  the  best  of  hearts. 

"  Come,"  aaid  the  Prioccss,  re-entering  by  the 
same  door  at  which  she  had  dUappcaml,  and 
beckoning  to  Lord  Stair  to  bring  forward  tlwir 
young  charge  "  Hia  Majesty  will  receive  you 
DOW,"  continued  she.  ^)  ^  ^^j,  iiB£i\ 

"  Have  you  any  written  paper,  petition,  or 
v1iate>-cr  it  may  be,  to  prcwQt  V  wked  Lord 
Stair.  ji 

"  None  whatever  >"    she  replied,  a  IhU*  di*« 
mayed.     "  I»  il  necessarj'  ?"  .  ' 

"  Perhaps  not :  it  may  be  as  irell  otherwise. 
Your  inlerriew  will  be  short,  therefore  collect 
all  you  haw  to  say  into  a  aiaall  compass :  be 
bold,  and  use  but  few  mords,— the  King  dislikai: 
much  speaking,  and  will  not,  front  the  pressure 
of  affoin,  give  you  many  minutes."  ^  .;, ji. 

"  The    elionoi   the    interview    the    betterr**- 
tbought  Viola  :   "  to  hv  btit  grants  me  niy  one 
wish,  1  will  not  trouble  him  furtlier." 
y  SJu  Uai^ud  hiCT  haikUa.  and  looked  up;  but 


7W   diat.   wty    pntn 
iavfls.  8»|i«liii|  m  tfar 
tm  wbai  dw  lailiMiiii  was 
-Wh»iidMr  caatincd  hi  fandlT, 
And  bsttilM. 
frtm  toe  Boor  ■ 


kiiri  PmcM:  -Md  if  jour  Ui^Mtjp  wfll 
•Ok.  Ar  aid  Gtorgi^  boidmg  bk  bnw  ; 


"  thu  ia  the  lady ! — But  she  shall  spoak  fer 
herself. — Pardon  for  whom,  madam  ?" 

"  Your  Majesty's  most  loyal,  most  braro,  but 
most  unfortunate  serrant,"  replint  Viola;  and 
ber  firmneKH  diaertiDg  lier,  she  buret  into  leeLTs 
a<i  she  pronounced  the  name  of  "  Sir  Cbarln 
VilUers." 

"  Rise,  madam,"  »tu<\  the  Monarch,  ^rarely; 
"  1  can  hear  nothing  from  a  lady  in  that  {loe- 
lure." 

Viola  arose,  and  the  King  turning  away, 
nalkcd  up  and  down  the  room  for  some  mo- 
mcnts ;  his  cheek  at  one  time  flushing  with  in- 
dpicot  heat,  and  then,  as  if  the  consequence  of 
great  effort,  bis  rigidity  of  countenance  rplaxiog, 
and  his  eye  losing  its  fierce  expression,  Sud- 
denly he  stopped. 

"  He  tH  a  gallant  gentleman,  my  Loitl;— 
would  lo  heaven  we  could  save  him !"  exclaimed 
be,  appsjvntly  forgetting  the  presence  of  Viola. 
"  And  we  will, — that  is,  if  thnv  should  be  any 
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liomp;  at  a  lawr  hotir  than  «hp  hud  antirffMfp^i 
in  the  Mine  caniage  that  hul  brouglil  hi>r  to 
Sl  Jamra'o. 

The  sUent  eoldn^s  which  she  m«t  on  her  r«- 
lum;  Iht!  ((uectioiu  tluit  «hr  was,  aft«r  a  Bpac«, 
obli^  to  Bn«n-*r ;  and  ihn  upbrai4lin|;s  she  had 
lo  mjslain  wh^-n  the  cause  of  lu«r  alMmc^i  wm 
made  known,  nearly  o^vrcame  her  onec  nton'; 
but  Hhc  did  niH  faint.  Tor  joy  lived  iwwIy-crvatM) 
in  her  hmrt,  and  proved  too  powerfdl  for  other 
semationB.  Pardon  for  Villier*— £>r  him,  in 
wfaoee  life  h«r  own  waa  so  close))-  wor^n,  had 
b«en  obtain«1  through  her  means,  and  ^«d* 
new  and  i^in^itn**  certainly  buoyed  up  her  be* 
fore  Kinking  apiritit ;  for  she  would  not  admit 
the  qualifying  "  if,"  which  lite  King  firal  pro-' 
Rouncm),  to  w«i^h  one  h»ir  against  (he  fuIlneM 
of  deetrion  th«t  marked  hi*  after>speech.  * 


J 
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cha: 


"  Bid  hB  waa  nod  il 
Cute  fail  ejelnwtli 

Aaitnt,  tmi'intm 
He  kund  tn  her  nlli 
Sbowiotf  hit  nafam  in 


"  It  ia  the  eatabliabe 
Mn.  Myddleton,  as  a 
on  the  foUowin^  mor 
blisbed  nil«  of  ronuuK 
interpose  to  Ban  the 
gratitude  gins  him  fa 


t 
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"  P«rfaaps  it  may  not  bo  offered,  madam," 
returned  Viola,  with  some  asperity. 

"  I  am  only  surmising  that  it  will,"  said  her 
mother. 

"  Then  I  shall  certainly  nccept  it." 

"  Nwrer  I — wiih  my  consent,  at  least ;  and,  1 
may  add,  ne%-er  with  your  father's." 

"  Were  ray  father  present,"  said  Viola — for  he 
had  left  the  room  upon  the  commencement  of 
what  he  suppoAod  would  lead  to  a  scene, — "  I 
might  appeal  to  hira  for  hia  real  sentiments ; 
and  til)  he  is,  1  will  hoiw  that  he  may  be  more 
favourably  disposed  towards  me.  You  once  said, 
madam,  tliat  the  [loverty  of  Captain  ViUiers  wa« 
the  only  bar  to  our  marriage ;  he  is  now  likely 
lo  posaesa  abundance,  and  holds  a  much  higher 
rank;  and  you  will.  I  hope,  therefore,  not  really 
•eek  to  prCTcnl  it." 

"  i  would  rather  follow  you  to  your  grsTeP' 
said  Mrs.  Myddlcton,  vehemently.  •'  But," 
added  she,  with  a  forced  laugh,  "  you  are  now 

I  3 


17ft 

wfa«l  n  gcdienlly  termed  old  eiwujk  to  jmdge 
fir  ymrutf" 

"  I  believe,  mailKm,"  said  Viola,  rather  an- 
grily, "you  vrere  not  rightcvn  when  you  con- 
aidered  your  judgment  sufficiently  formed  to 
tnakv  choice  of  my  fnlherf" 

"  It  is  scorci-Iy  fit  to  draw  the  compwiua." 
»id  Iter  moAhvr.  riHing  lo  leat-e  the  room;  "for 
Mr.  .Myddlrtoo  vaa  not  a  murderrr." 

Viola  leaned  back  in  Iter  chair,  und  bural 
into  tc^rs.  For  5omr  time  ^he  ivmained  in 
that  state  of  stispended  energy  nhich  li  often 
aKntdant  upon  suffering,  when  tlic  mind  seeks 
not  ei.'eD  a  relief  from  llie  load  that  nin  iinimi  jt. 
and  we  ai^  certain  that  ootliing  can  occur  for  a 
given  tpux  to  destroy  the  gnaning  )iaiu  at  the 
heurt's  cora.  Till  the  hour  be  ripe,  till  days, 
periiaps  monttis,  shall  bare  revolved,  ve  can 
hope  for  iw  solution  of  the  mystery  by  which 
our  fute  ii  darkened,  nor  can  il)e  uitquiei  spirit 
expect  rtyom. 
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Uiieniploy^  lrTVKoliit(>,  unci  alone,  slw  paMpd 
ibai  morning.  Aliouc  th**  niidillo  of  ih«  cliiy  htr 
meditations  and  hpr  solitude  were  intemiprf^ 
by  thx!  annoimcrmetit  of  "  a  gmtlcman,"  whom, 
upon  his  ntrranoc,  »hc  wa»  much  startled  ut 
discovering  to  be  the  dt^eiiliible  Schmidt.  She 
was  about  to  retire,  and  rebuke  the  ineauiioiis 
^n'ani  for  odmiliing  a  Mranger  to  her  pr««eDe«; 
but  he  90  earnestly  cntrealrd  ii  hearing,  that 
Viola  remained. — "  but  one  minute,"  he  said — 
"one  half  mimilr,  —  he  had  a  communicniion 
to  make  sboui  Sir  Charles  Villiers,  which  he 
wall  sure  would  giTC  h^r  joy— which  would 
pro\-e  a  balm  of  consolation ;— it  was  a  gre«n 
«pot— an  oaftitt  in  the  deaert." 

She  Doufiht.  indeml,  to  stop  hi^  torrent  of  com' 
roon-plac(<tt,  and  to  elicit  plain  senw;  but  the 
MKind  of  one  magic  name  hiu)  xtnu^k  her  ear, 
and  *hr  determined  to  bear  any  ihing  thai 
might  tend  to  clear  his  fame,  althoiigli  from  « 
man  whom  «h«  had,  she  believed,  every  reason 
to  abhor. 

"■  Sweets  to  the  sweet!'"  said  Schmidt,  as  lie 


udoOendM 

look  Iran  bis  bunon-bolc^ 

I  Vi^».  nik  •  ifiataat  cnrtavy.  declined. 

H  WW  anC  vvtwol  aotac  alaim  at  bein; 

h>  rM^  with  a  icptnnl  raanWer ;  bui 

•fe  MMiftod  to  DMxr*  towards  tbr 

daor,  Scfanbdlexfaibiled  impalieoor,  and  at  \extgib 

tif  lllj  rfgad  btr  »  a»  oppoMte  Afa. 

"  Ttt,  it  b  6t9h  and  curiodsl;  adected,"  aid 

tbr  Bowgaj  in  bis  coot ; — "  ani- 

i— bat  1  will  DM  be  fircsumptwHis.'' 

'  Ygn  had  asne  pvtieolar  conununicatka  to 

wtkB,  mr,'  aaid  Viola :  "  pray  let  tne  baar  it; 

farl  nmi  aibnl  ycu  modi  ttBs." 

"  Ri^bt.  BMlim.  ri^ ;  '  take  time  by  thr 
fanlocL'  ao  aqre  tha  aocieiit  fworcrfa.  Vcm  ara 
iHMiliw  I— ehiny  tbe  aiothp  of  my  viait.  it 
ii  nvfy  dtk  madam— Amply  to  t«ll  yoa  thai 
Sv  Cbarln  Villieca  b  aa  innocent  of  tbe  crime 
for  wfaicb  be  u  to  suffer  aa  yoaraelf  can  be. 
You  bm  beard,  doubtlem,  of  a  mucb  injumL 
a  calamniaied  being— a  man  doomrd  to  be  i 
^umed  ball  of  P»w*'"»-      V«m  have  hrard 
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Mr-  Smith  ?  I,  ttiMlam — I  oun  that  miserable, 
tliai  unhappy  man.  1  am  ihu  wretched  gentle- 
man Lo  whose  lot  it  fell  to  defend  Sir  Charles  on 
thai  diualrous  niglit,  and  this  arm  it  is,  which, 
in  nving  the  life  of  my  friend,  dealt  deatli  where 
it  was  dewn'ed.  Aye,  madam,  in  defence  of  my 
/rimd  I  slew  llim.  I  see,  madam — I  know  your 
sympathy ; — but  woep  not — forgive  me,  if  I  cau»e 
your  gentle  bosom  pain.  Surrender  myKlf  lo 
juatioe ! — What  justice  has  the  good  Sir  Charles 
experienced  ? — I  should,  if  possible,  meet  with 
less  mercy  than  he  has  done.  We  are  both 
iniuxsent.  Would  be  were  by  my  side  -.  well, 
might  I  say, — 

'  ilciv  iiaiid  \  p*it  of  Iianourililii  iiMii !' 

Patience,  sweet  lady : — you  will  say,  pcrrchance, 

'  Tu  all  moi'i  offica,  to  apeak  [utitnc* 
To  IhcMc  wbci  wriDi;  unilrr  k  luul  u(  mntti.' 

"  But  fly,  madam,  to  the  feet  of  royally,  am) 
seek  his  pardon.  Groir  to  the  earth  till  you 
exact  it.  Such  is  but  juatioe — 'mill  be  less  than 
mercy.     Rest  eenain  tltat  it  cawutt  be  refused.' 
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Vidla  in  vain  sought  a  moment  to  inform  him 
of  the  bet.   Scbtnidt  went  on  in  his  peculiar  slraia, 

"  Madam,  if  he  is  to  sufivr,  (mst  roe,  1  irUl, 
&»  sings  our  faFourite  hurd,— 

"  PMhm  tte  p«opl>  in  iIm  atj  hen 
H«*  iDaoocnl  be  died ;  knd  if  my  lore 
0«a  Utuoi  oQgM  i>  mi  ionrMitiaa, 
BMtg  bam  vt  tfiiliph  apan  kia  tenb  n 

"  You  lore  the  swan  of  Avon  ? — I   kiMw  it — I 

knew  it. — I  «*  it  in  your  eye,—  it  speaks  in  your 

air.     I  pray  you,  patience, — I  pray  you,  pardon 

me, — and.  for  Sir  Ciiartee.  Sy  and  demand  the 

Name  for  him." 

"  He  £*  pardoned;"  »aid  Viola,  firmly,  "  and, 
now  that  you  hare  told  roe  be  b  innooem,  1 
hare  nothing  more  to  wish  for." 

"  Is  ther*  nothing  more  to  wish  ?"  said 
Schmidt,  with  one  of  his  most  widely  extended 
smiles. 

■'  Nothing."  replied  Viola,  '■  except  that  you 
would  declare  ilii»  publicly." 

'•  Nay,  nay.  ask  me  i»ol,"  petnrned  Schmidt. 
Already  have  the  dogs  of  war  been  let  slip. 


and  ih*  huntsmen  of  ihe  law  cried  '  havoc  1'  on 
my  truck.  Mutlara,  mariam.  ihrrr  »  k  hair- 
nispended  sword  ov«r  my  hend.  bill  not  ihe 
sword  of  justice.  I,  an  innocent  man,  havp  bc^^n 
coodfimned  to  fly  the  haunts  of  fvltow-miin.  I 
6cd  to  tht!  moors,  to  the  uninhabited  wilds;  i 
Hought  utiolter  from  their  wrath.  '  Sharp  misery 
hud  won)  nie  lo  llio  bone;'  yet  wantitl  I  not 
gold :  it  was  my  will,  and  not  my  povrrty.  thai 
consented.  Madam,  it  was  a  measure  of  expedi- 
ency :  my  casements  were  all  nnglaxed  ;  I  slop- 
ped them  with  my  gamwntK,  miLdiim ;  but  iln-y 
found  ni«  out  through  all  my  wrvtchedneH,  and — 

'  ttvat  nif  iriDilairi  Ibty  hitte  tora  Dijr  hoimhcld  cual.' 
and entired  witliout  crying  'hou!  who'it  within?' 
Hut  — 

'  Whj  alxmld  ■  nun.  whoM  Hnh  ud  bloud  u  vuin. 
Sit  Uka  t>i*  Kiaailiiro  cut  ia  tlabMloir 

I  slitrtcd  through  the  opposite,  and  Red. 

•  Wtn  it  my  cu*  lu  fl)[M,'  tboughl  1, '  1  alionlil  act  ••■■ 
A  iHumpltf. — I  Am  not  nbftt  1  aro.' 

1  knew  their  faces  well,  and  uid, — 


' If  ka««n  be  ihui  abtwid, 

Ti*  Ldw  fu(  kinnt  nwn  lu  hi*.' 


iS 


m 


VtLLIBM. 


"  But.  madam.  I  much  fear  1  weary  you  ;  yet 
]«t  me  speak  odc  moment  Tunher.  I  hare  a 
piece  of  news,  mctbink!),  will  itol  b«  heard  without 
•OHM  intereiU.  What  did  /  not  Feel  wlim  I  hw 
and  kti«w  my  inuliiltty  to  nd.  Ah  I  hen  indeed 
niy  poverty,  and  not  my  will — w«U,  it  ib  Out : 
in  the  <laya  of  dUlrms,  Sir  Charlos  that  t>  now, 
poor  Mr.  VUUers  that  was  Uten.  found  himaelf 
forwd  to  pawn  a  certain  picture, — it  was  of  u 
lady,  and  one  he  seemed  to  n^rvi  parting  with  m 
much  that  I  am  ]>erhaps  not  wrong  tit  tliioking 
was  your  owD  f" 

Vtolu  (book  licr  h«ad.  Sliu  bad  he«nl  Cborlea 
apeak  of  his  mother's  picture  as  being  tost  to 
him  for  ever,  and  sh«  doubted  not  that  it  must 
l>e  of  tliU  which  Schmidt  now  told  her. 

"  Well,  madam.  whos"e?er  it  was."  proce«d«d 
the  man.  "  it  seemed  of  great  value,  lor  ihr 
diaitionda  were  large,  and  of  a  splrndid  walw. 
Th«  corer  bore  Lord  Beaulieu's  name:  but 
the  human  frame  ntu^t  haTo  i>upport,  man  mtM 
Itav9   bread,   and  the  pocket,   money-     By  the 
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merc«t  acci<lent,— one  of  tbote  fortuitous  cir- 
GuniNtanc«»— well,  I  see  you  are  all  impatience ; 
— we  then,  two  reduced  gemleroeo,  met  at  this 
reaoit  of  the  wretclicd, — lhi»  pawnbrokw'a  tihop. 
— and  here  he  left  the  miniature.  Now,  madam, 
■I  struck  me  that  in  tlte  days  of  his  prosperity  h^ 
would  like  to  reclaim  it ;  for,  at  the  time,  I  never 
anticipated  his  being— you  uodorstaiu)  mo— and 
on  a  i»rtiiin  ftvening  I  called  at  (he  vhop  to  make 
inquiry,  but  alas !  tlie  pnxiious  thing  wa«  gone, 
goue,  madara,  beyond  recovery,  a»  I  feared : — 
not  so,  hon-ever.  t  traced  it  from  place  to  place 
for  my  friend,  who  liad,  1  tieurd,  himself  been 
looking  for  it.  Now,  madam. — now,  Misa  Myd- 
dieton,  you  will  I  am  »ure  assist  me  in  redevmin);, 
or  retrieving  it  rather ;  for  it  lies  at  a  certain 
jeweller's  of  repute  in  Cockspur  Street,  ._^_ 
by  name." 

Viola  made  a  memorandum  of  the  shop.  "  By 
what  marks  may  it  be  known  ?"  demanded  she. 

"Marks,  quotha!  —  True,  what  marks? — 
These,  madam :   it  beArs  an  angcl'H  Eaee  and 
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Porm ;  btii,  tnim  nic,  vriihoiit  »be  wHnpi.  Brifbi 
hair  dabbled  witli  pearl,  tbal  ia  to  say.  dark,  fri 
shining,  and  flows  odown  her  neck  of  pumt 
ivwy.  Credit  me,  madam,  it  b  like  foartf\I~~ 
vour  shape  )'inir  air,  your  ag«,  about  nineteen— 
|Mrdon  me. — her  rosy  fingers  bear  a  rose,  and 
'neath  her  robe  pwp%  fortli  •  linlr  fairy  fooC— ' 
biT  waist,  \ww  dare  1  speak  of, — 

*  timU  bf  digTH*,  aod  titautiAilly  lata  I** 

Viola  bluabed,  and  exhibtird  various  sijns  of 
impaticnoe ;  «ik1  then  was  aiigrj-  nitli  Uenell, 
juid  bliuhed  again. 

"These  may  be  in  any  picture,"  she  said; 
"  arc  ihorv  noac  more  (Voided  V 

"  Truly  ihenr  la,"  returned  Schmidt.  '■  In- 
stead of  lute&,  or  oilKr  (otb,  a  monkey,  or  a 
black  boy,  or  a  lookiog-ghiM  in  ber  vicintiy, 
tberR  may  be  f^^  ttpon  a  table  that  which  tells 
Its  how  we  run  towards  iIk-  boumi'  from  whence, 
and  c«t«ra,  madam : — moreoi'er,  ber  eye  is  cast 
^by  no  obliquity  of  vision,  mark  me  — upon 
that  book  which  guides  us  thitlierward  in  the 


narrow  path ;"  and,  as  he  concluded  with  hypo< 
criticul  wlemnity,  Oi^r*-  waji  the  alli(^or>Wr 
iipoD  bis  face,  while  Viola  monirntarily  lurm-d 
unay. 

Ho  now  dmandcd  that  s)i«  thould  Tiimish 
him  wilh  money  to  |i4irch&-<«  the  (rinkd.  "  lo 
nil  liour  from  this  time  aguin  will  I  be  here," 
wiid  lie.  "  Wb«!  doubt  yoti  me,  mudam,  the 
Triend  of  good  Sir  Charles? — Nay,  on  the  honour 
of  a  f^ntleinan !"  But  Viola  resolutely  reliiBed 
lo  supply  one  guinea ;  and  Schmidi,  Bnding  he 
had  so  firm  a  disposition  to  deal  witli,  repented 
having  made  the  communication  thuo  fully. 
Had  be  eonceale<1  the  name  of  the  jeweller, 
site  must,  he  though',  have  employed  him  as 
her  agent  in  the  bu»iiH')(:<,  wIm-d  he  would  hai-e 
duly  reaped  his  advantage  Like  an  apt  diplo- 
matift,  he  forcbone  on  the  instant  lo  pniw  hts 
point.  But  be  bad  not  yet  done;  for,  ea  Viola 
was  about  to  withdraw,  be  oooe  more  ptied  ber 
with  poetry. 

'  *GntCV  Mtn&  good  ilii^bvitMin  *H'U4l  jrvur  Uidjtlu|i: 
Ysv'II  nuiJiinif,  diuIuo.  to  nj  lord  hf  tart" 
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"  Hotr  "  Ndd  Viola,  "  you  do  not  rmlly  imu 
lo  go  to  him  r' 

"  1  ilo.  indeed,  madam.     1   visit   him.  or  n 

or  out  oT  prison. 

■  Aii'l  iltj  I ■■iiiliiiiiiil  all  iliwiii  ilull  Um 

mtUii  til*  book  and  tidudMof  o»r  btau, 
Unmixwl  »ith  bMci  mittei." 

Bui  Schmidt  hud  liulc  idea  of  trusting  him- 
iieir  within  the  precincla  of  a  jail ;  and  the  doign 
of  his  visit  lo  MUs  Mjxldlt'ton  was.  of  courae. 
mpn-ly  to  procure  moiwy,  in  wliato^-cr  way ;  hr 
cared  not  for  the  means,  so  be  obtained  itw  end. 
Her  reaideoce  had  been  discovered  through  ibe 
wftU^^Dan  the  day  before,  upon  nwettng  and 
watching  her  don'ti  to  the  boat.  Ax  to  her 
identity,  he  was  a  sufficient  length  of  time  al 
D  -,  bAct  the  new  Gunily  settled  at  Bumel 
Ro}-b),  to  ham  become  acquainted  with  a  hat 
HO  remarkable  for  the  originality  of  its  beauty 
as  that  of  Viola, — the  heiress,  moreover,  of 
bighe&l  repute  in  the  county. 

Stio  now  li(>«itiited  wlidber  she  should  write 
to  VilUers  by  this  man  or  not.     But  soon  she 
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decided  on  avoiding  all  intercourse  through  such 
doubtful  mean^,  and  iRformed  bim  that  the  had 
nothing  whate\-er  to  Irotiltle  him  with. 

"  Speak  not  of  lroubl«,  madam,"  exclaimwl 
he:—"  but  you  tell  m«  Sir  Chu-len  I«  |>ar<)oned, 
— might  I  not  knovr  '  the  manner  of  it,'  a*  Will 
says  ?" 

■*  The  mani»cf  of  it  V 

"Yes.  madam— llie  trick,  the — ah.  dullan) 
that  I  wn! — Twan  oot  in  royalty  to  rffus? 
iIk'  boon — my  thing,  every  tlting,  to  those  bril- 
liant eyes, — '  two  stars  thstt  Trom  their  spheres 
have  sliot,'  or  to  those  rosy  moiiilorK  of  Upo !" 

Viola  knew  not  what  to  do  or  *ay.  She 
was  surprised,  benilderal,  frightened.  "  He 
roust  be  a  liule  mad  !"  thought  slie,  aitd  a^i^ain 
moved  towards  the  door ;  hut  each  time  the  did 
this,  Schroidl,  seemingly  nitliout  tlcsigii,  inter- 
cv|>ted  her  pas-tagc,  and  besought  anothvr  mo- 
m<-tit. 

"  Stay,  madam — stay.  Miss  Middleton,  I 
entreat  you,  by  all  you  hold  dear,— in  the  name 
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«f  m;  frigid,  td  bin]  yon  \e^f,  of  ihe  unfonit- 
■rito'  h«t  w»  hiffy  8v  Cbarlea.  wbo — il  trkt 
■r  M  W  tfan*  pUfw — oho.  1  wouM  my.  omv 
-•  triie  to  biia,  a  mm 
m  tbouaaod  or  ao;  trat  'tit 
X*«.    SMbB.    w    it    k    ilMlOBwil 

w  Id  get  tktti  mattj  fiom  thv  bank,  ny' 
rbdagSdMaUt,  orSntth,  u  ibr  tulgUf;— 
tke  bMBof,  far  *iis  ooe,  —"*»'" — *  but ' 
I  |Md>  aowelkn^  tog  wildlsTr'-^-fii  pUia  temu, 
tk^  OH  ;•«  MBrt  Sir  Cbarlrs  8  friend  witb  a 
lirw  |i«Mdfc  a;  twooy,  till  Um  jiroMnt  stgvM] 
<fc>n    bn«   Mbnded.      Oh,    1    will    rrtimi    it 
dw  boaottr  of  «  gemlwnan. — 
Dc!     I  will    firr  jrou  lay 
No.  3,  Sur  Court.  Unl«> 
CiaB|MB  Sdwl.  Sakx.     Yoa  aw,   inwlBin.   I 
pRinxnae  tim  *««  md.      No  Rdecttooa  upaa 
1,-cMr  plan  of  mideoa>,  bowerer,  b;  any  nK«Q» 
— br  be  it  Eran  me  f " 

"  If  yoa  wvt  till  m;  biher  mom*  in."  aid 
Viola.  *■  be  may  petiiapa  asairt  yoa." 
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'•  Nay.  perhaps,  he  may  nol  approve — " 

"  Or  my  mother  T* 

"  Nay.  imubm,  she  w  not  likely  to  Hland  luy 
friend."' 

"  Then,  /  have  it  not."  said  Viola. 

"  Can  yoii  not  borrow  it  T' 

••  In<tc*td,  tan  I  not." 

"  The  »ervanu,  madam,  may  supply  the  mite," 
said  Schmidt,  insinuatingly, 

"  Indn^,  I  cannot  think  of  it.  Vo«i  must 
penuit  me  lo  retire,"  Maid  Violii,  hastily 

••  Perhaps,  then,"  obw-rved  the  otfaer.  ad- 
vancing, "  you  n-ould  not  object  to  lend  me  some 
trinket  ou  irhich  I  might  raiw  the  required  sum 
for  our  purpose  T' 

"  Our  purpOM  r* 

"Ym,  mwdam,  my  journey  to  Sir  Charles. 
Your  watch,  or  these  hracelH* ;"  and  he  laid 
his  hand  upon  Iter  arm,  but  Viola  sprang  to 
the  l)ell-roi>c.  Before  she  could  graap  it.  bow- 
ever,  Schmklt  pulled  hier  buck. 

"  At  your  peril '"  said  he.  in  a  deep  low  voice. 
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hi»  whol«  aspect  changing  suddenly  to  the  in- 
(Virtated  look  of  a  fiend ; — "  at  your  pvril  alarm, 
ibe  houfc,  or  make  me  your  fnemy.      Beware 
of  what  you  do.     You  were  better  route  ihf 
d«Ti)  rhaii  Hans  Schmidt  I" 

The  faint  »cre«m  of  Viola  now  m  di»lurbrd 
him  that  he  prepared  lo  defMun  ;  but  before  he 
left  the  room  he  spoke  in  n  hurried  tone  a  few 
word?  of  caution,  still  holding  Ifr  by  the  nrix 
"  Betray  me  if  you  dare.  Miss  Myddletoa.  Re. 
member  that  my  destruction  wQI  be  followed 
by  your  own ;  and  not  only  yours  but  that  of 
him  }*ou  nuMt  lore  in  this  wvdd.  1  have  frieodi 
you  dream  not  of — aye.  they  are  within  call  al 
this  raomvDt,  who  would  not  leant  a  limb  of  tim 
or  you  jointed  to  its  fellow.  Breathe  ool  onr 
word  of  the  nature  of  our  communication  to  Urn 
«veo ;  and  remember,"  concluded  he,  "  you  haw 
beio  speakinf;  with  Mr.  Stunbope  Hontnae. 
Utter  the  name  of  Schmidt  if  you  dare !"  He 
threw  one  menacing  glanoe  at  her,  atxl  departed. 

Mr.  I^iyddleton  entcml  a  moment  aher. 
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"  Who  wM  the  man  1  met  ?"  siud  he. 

"  Oh,  my  dear  father,"  cxcliiimi'd  Viola,  highly 
agitated,  as  she  fl«w  into  liis  arms,  "  I  have  be«n 
so  fri^tenedl  I  scarcely  know  what  to  aay." 
And  for  some  mioutM  she  IcfliiMl  on  her  father'* 
■boulder,  unable  to  command  Iwr  spevcb. 

"  Who  ba»  frightened  you  T' 

"That  \Knon — " 

"  Whotn,  whom, — what  was  ht»  name." 

*■  Schmidt — no,  no, — Monirofle, — Stanhope 
Montrose." 

"  Whom,  wud  you  ?"  oxcUimed  Mr.  Mj-ddle- 
ton.  Matting  back :  '■  Schmidt,  Schmidt '.  li 
must  be  him  : — 1  thought  I  recollected  the  face." 
And  lie  ruslunt  out  to  gire  the  alarm ;  but  the 
man  had  dtnappcared  in  tlie  crowd,  and  all  pur- 
TOit  was,  of  course,  hopeless. 

Myddletoit  rAturnod  with  tlie  air  of  a  dw- 
Iracted  persoD- 

"  And  you  liave  been  in  the  room  with  a  mur* 
derer !"  «atd  Im>  to  his  daughter. 


TILMRM. 

"  He  decland  he  was  no*  one."  replied  VMa. 
weeping. 

"  Hf  dectared! — I  dar»  «ay  he  did  ;  he  is  fi»\ 
mtat  that  sMMed-^ha !  he  is  the  gnateufi  itcoaii- 
drel  in  exisleoce."  And  the  discovery  of  the 
will,  his  loss  or  property,  owne,  fame,  and  tU 
the  eoocomitaat  rircumMances  recurred  to  hi* 
mtod  with  appalling  nridneM 

"Wl»i  wanted   he  with   yoti? — ImprwVDt 
girl,  to  adroit  him  ;  and  wor»e,  not  to  ^tc  iha , 
alann!" 

"  He  asked  for  mooey,  and  totd  me—" 

••  i^Iooey! — A  projwr  fellow  to  come   hwr 
Ibriir 

"  And  (o  say  my  poor  eounn  wa«  innoceat-" 

"  A  good  autlwrity,  truly ;    but   Msreely  a>i 
credible  one,    I   think.      Reniember,    Mialrescj 
Viola  Myddleton,"  continued  her  father,  xirmly, 
"  be  is  pardoned,  a«  1   ani  to  understand,  and 
ihrmigh  your  intercession :  but  no  commuoiea- 
lioa  mrer  eowen  between  you  more,— oo  renewal 
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of  enga^iiKDts :  miUtt'n  airv  QO<r  quite  oii  x 
diflvrcnt  footin);." 

"  Inauiiuch,  air,"  ^d  Viola,  recovering  hrr 
spirit — "  inaBmuch  us  wc  fonncrly  had  «ll  the 
mont-y,  iiml  now  he  has  it !" 

"  Child,  you  will  drire  me  mad !  /  never 
earrd  about  his  haviog  nreallfa.  You  know  I 
im'er  made  that  objt)Ction.*' 

"Then,  air,  you  musi  remember  that,  although 
lhi«  was  my  mother's,  you  knew  of  do  other; 
aud  now  he  is,  by  his  Sorercign's  pardon,  de- 
clared innoccDt — " 

"Not  a  bit  of  it." 

"  And  by  his  own  assereraiiofls,  which  have 
much  more  weight  with  me:  so  that,  sir,  there 
really  now  exists  no  obstacle  to  our  union." 

"One  word  for  all, — no  renewal — " 

"  That  1  »hall  learn  to  him.  air." 

"Then,  madam,  /  tihaU  not  leave  you  to  him. 
depend  upon  it :  so  you  may  prepare  to  quit 
London  the  day  after  to-morrow." 

"  Very  well,"   said  Viols,  carelessly,  drier- 
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\  a  ahe  went  she  sbouSd  b«  etrntd : 
nr  hiber  tnorr  rpsoluie  ihin  ibr 
had  nrr  befgte  kaown  hun.  sbr  redred  to  ber 
I  fo  tfar  mnaiiKlrr  of  the  day. 
Hv  tfar««t»  of  Schmidt,  and  the  Rwr  of  sock 
■  JlipfH    dianctrr   as   he  ww    aceouDtcd. 
wiighid  down  ber  sjrifits  to  b  depth  that  enn 
the  kaoirkdge  of  her  lover's  safety,    and  (be 
belirT  in  ha  iBDOcciKe,  failed  to  buoy  ber  ap 
Inm.    Undi  abe  dmded  titat  the  casual  oMa- 
tioa  of  bis  Dame  to  her  bther  would  becone 
knows  to  him  by  some  tccret  and  myflerwiu 
cbaimel,  and  the  ibirulencd  t-rngcaoce  wreaked 
upon  her  lo\-er;    nor,  however  heroic  we  nuy 
daem  ber.  wa«  the  withoMt  fome  apprf^hraaioM 
for  beraeif.    She  now  wished  tluu  »he  bad  by 
any  meam  furniahed  him  with  the  money  be 
fe<]uir«d,  to  buy  ^race  and  fovour,  or  soothe  hi* 
tnalevoleni    diKposilion.     "  How.  if  Ik  should 
n-aylny  and   murder   V'iUiers  I"       Such   dread 
forebodings  solitude  and    grief  suggest.      B«tt 
h»  bad  at  present  no  sudt  blood-thirsty  in- 


tciUioiu.  He  nrns  one  of  thosr  gpoculating 
niffimn*  trho  arc  content  (o  bide  their  time; 
and  there  exiaied.  moreover,  a  Liood  of  »ocial 
compact  between  him  and  Villiers,  in  the  note 
of  hand  for  ten  thousaod  pounds,  which  was  a 
sufficient  insurance  of  life  against  ten  limoi  the 
proi'Dcation  that  Viola  feared  to  have  ^iven, 
oho,  in  the  innocence  of  her  heart,  tri«d  to 
fontM  the  folK  address  that  Schmidt  produced, 
:ling  lest  her  father  might  force  it  from  tier, 
id  some  nevr  troubled  br  the  conM-quence. 
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And  OMnjr  aa  cnor,  bf  lh«  «ub«  easBpIc, 
Will  nuh  inM  tht  rtat*  i  il  itoaU  aol !«.' 


A  rv^rieiv  or  pardon  traveb  fast  On  the  mora- 
ing  rollowtng  Violu's  intcnrssioii  irilh  tlie  King, 
llkf  Knigkt  Baitneret  was  reslotml  to  liberty. 
aitd  ftlt«r  acknowledging  hb  gmtilude  for  thr 
kindness  he  had  exprrirnrcd  while  in  duraaee. 
hr  twtook  himvclfto  the  road — in  hourst  gsiitt, 
be  It  Hlways  under»tood, — and  (ravelled  up  u 
town,  drawing  consolation  as  he  went  from  the 
knowledge  that  h«nc«>forward  he  might  coiwider 
himself  un  ill-uacd  man. 

Lord  Stair,  front  whom  a  letter  had  acconi- 
paoted  the  ortler  for  bis  release,  waa  the  first 
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penon  upon  whom  he  called  after  his  arriiral 
ill  London,  after  having  establUlietl  himtM-lf  in 
a  comfortable  boute.  taken  upon  the  spur  of 
ih«  occasion  near  Hanover  Square,  a*  b«6tting 
ttw  state  of  one  who  was  moil  to  be  known  as 
the  richest  cxMnmoner  in  the  counly  of . 

We  niQy  pass  over  bis  iotcrvienr  with  the  Earl, 
and  the  congratulations  of  many  frieoda  vrhoni 
be  that  day  met  with :  their  sincerity  he  much 
doubted.  There  was  one,  however,  whose  hand 
he  granpeil  with  lively  saiutfactlon,  and  whom 
he  was  equally  surprised  to  find  wailing  upon 
Lord  Stair, — this  was  his  fellow'soldier,  Bohun. 
The  work  being  apparently  ovvt  in  Germany, 
and  hltle  more  glory  to  be  reaped  during  the 
remainder  of  t)w  campaign,  deairiog,  bendes, 
(errenlly  to  sec  Caroline  Tliornhill,  he  solicited 
lean  of  absence,  and  frankly  told  the  General 
his  motives;  for  Bohun's  family  was  known  to 
Lord  Stair,  and  the  young  officer  was  not  slow 
to  avail  hiniwelf  of  thi»  advantage. 

"  She  b  without  a  protector,"  said  he. 

VOL.  ttl.  K 
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"  You  m«an,  (loubtWs,  thpn,  to  offer  jow 
ttUr  observed  ihr  Earl,  dfjly. 

"  No,  my  Lord ;  not  irxactljr, — that  ia — " 

"  Not  yet,  you  mvan "  suid  Stair,  srniliDg. 
"  Failfa,  man,  I  believe  you're  fiirtlirr  nortb  than 
1  took  you  for.  You  wish  to  awertain  fim 
what  her  father  lias  left  her !" 

"You  do  toe  injustice,  my  Lord,"  replied 
Bohun,  colouriDgi  and  looking  wttbal  as  gruid 
as  a  Lieut<^nant  in  pre^ieitce  of  a  Coramaodef 
in-Cfaicf  can  possibly  do.  "  I  merely  wt»h  (o 
offer  my  scrvieo«  in  the  arrangemeni  of  lier 
affain." 

'"•Well,  1  will  not  be  too  hard  upon  yon," 
returned  the  General ;  "  btit  leai«  I  rannot 
grant  Hoirever,  if  you  clioose  to  join  tny 
BtafT,  and  give  up  your  regiment  for  •  time,  I 
will  myteir  a»k  Iffiiv^  to  take  you  with  me  re 
Kogland.  when  I  am  sent  to  tl>e  right  about 
and  then  you  will  be  your  own  inaotcr," 

It  is  needless  to  say  tliat  BohuD  wu  delighted 
with  this  pUo ;  or  thai,  following  the  fortunn 
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oT  the  Earl,  h«  had  \ett  Germany  vith  him,  and 
was  now  merely  paying  a  visit  of  reconnoismce. 

It  was  here  that  VilLierB  first  learnt  to  vrhom 
hft  was  indebted  for  his  life.  Lord  Stair  had 
avoided  unying  morv  in  )iis  letter  than  that  the 
King  hail  been  graciou«ly  plnued  to  pardon 
hiin:  further  particulars  he  would  give  on  bis 
arrival  in  London.  But  Cliarlos  was  fully  wn«ble 
of  the  gratitude  that  muxi  be  dite  to  the*  Karl 
for  his  good  offices,  nor  vere  his  thanks  wanting 
on  the  occasion.  For  Viola  he  reserved,  how- 
ever, the  expression  of  those  feelings  that  may 
no*  be  described, — feelings  which  should  be 
oacred  from  the  gari.th  eye  of  day,  and  the 
unhallowed  research  of  man. 

Who  shall  portray  th«  workings  of  the  human 
lieart  at  such  a  moment  F  Even  between  the 
partin  most  nearly  intemt«d,  more  must  of 
necessity  be  thought  and  allowed  for  titan 
spoki^.  'iliere  i*  a  nlcnt  eloquence  which 
says,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  all  that  tongue  would 
mutilate  by  attempting  to  convey. 
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ft  might  be,  that  in  th«ir  first  tntrrric* 
(he  iiuVijcet  would  not  be  touched  on  bj  the 
lovers. 

ViUicrs  obtaiiu^l  Trom  Lord  Suir  th«  Mj-ddl^ 
ton'fl  addr«M  ;  nor  was  he  nirpnwd  to  find  that 
the)'  had  avoided  publicity  by  choo«ing  ihrar 
present  abode.  The  visit  orer  at  tlic  Earl's,  ha] 
took  Bohun'a  arm.  and  the  two  friends  walkfdj 
togRther  for  some  distance  along  the  Strand; 
albeit  the  route  of  one  being  Kensington,  when 
liied  Caroline  Thornhill,  with  her  diKtant  w- 
lation, — this  vnu  %  little  out  of  bis  way.  Bui 
they  had  mitch  to  talk  over ;  and  for  coaw- 
nienec,  possibly,  took  the  north  side  of  ifw 
street,  as  being  less  crowded,  and  going  thut 
against  tile  slream,  were  elbowm)  by  everj-  one 
tliey  met. 

They  had  reached  Tempht  Bar,  and  were 
aboul  to  »e])arate,  when  from  a  dark  court  on 
liie  eastern  side  of  the  gateway,  appealed  a 
Jauntily-dressed  foreign  officer,  in  t)iv  untfbrm 
of  an  Hussar,  bedecked  with  cro«  and  ribbon. 
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Hii  bridle  arni  rest«d  in  a  sling ;  hr  hnd,  per- 
haps, received  a  wound  at  Dettingen ;  and  by 
«  long  black  patch  acroM  one  cherk.  it  seemed 
that  (h«  rneniy'ti  sabre  hiid  gone  far  to  spoil 
hitt  pergonal  beauty,  as  well  as  to  disable  the 
bodily  powers.  He  wore  bis  own  hair,  which 
was  of  the  longest,  and  very  dark,  suiting  ill 
with  a  fair  complexion  and  grey  eye ;  and  amid 
the  jiDf[le  and  g;Iitler,  or  under  the  mask  of  the 
bu.thy  moustiu:iit',  Villipr.n  himstelf  for  the  mo- 
ment failed  to  discorer  in  this  warrior  the 
redoubtable  flans  Schmidt 

He  stopped  to  accoot  our  hero;  and  pouring 
forth  H  volume  of  German,  deslerousiy  glided 
into  French,  and  slipped  a  card  into  his  hand. 
The  discourse  went,  as  it  tras  intended,  for  no- 
thingy — the  uddrmut,  lie  hoped,  woidd  be  con- 
sulted; and  laking  a  huge  pinch  of  MiiifT  nith 
the  filthiest  of  fingecK,  which,  when  disenguged, 
tiri&ted  up  bis  mustachios,  he  smiled,  bowed, 
clattered  bis  appointments,  and  depurtnd. 

■■What  a  prodigious  cUe-cUut     All  spurs 
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-•  moat  ftarflil  mao  ot  iru-  V  nid 
"Who  ig  her 

-  A  rill— I " 

-  So  I   MppOM;— ud  oot  owr  cWaly,  il 
ono.     A  Bann.  of  cvune  ?" 
'  Voa  ore  rigbl.''  npliad  ViUicTS,   id  aomt 
-  Buso— the  (k«il  take  bis 


"  Yoa  an  fartunate  to  hate  net  hin  Imw." 
■hoMiwi  Bohsa;  "bttt  m  most  pan,  aaJ  Um 
niher  that  I  an  yoa  arc  btconini;  an  object  of 
oarioatj,  haring  drawn  sanj  Cram  the  Bana 
half  his  tjaio  of  ailiiunTd  nhicii  la  vabwaSij 

~  S*j.  thm,"  «aid  VObei^  in  the  aasMstii^ 
and  glad  to  be  rdeued,  "  yon  xhall  not  ohai* 
the  honeor.  Adieu, — we  nieet  UMDorrow.— 
OMHHBd  Be  IS  jour  lady." 

(Snag  lus  lata  eooipaaiao  tiaia  to  loae  bini- 
self  in  the  awed,  ba  crowwi  the  atreet;  and 
dwtiiig  doam  the  firrt  alley  that  pramled  itaett 
aMfped  in  the  ompanthn  aoUtude  of  an  iaa 
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of  court.  Here,  with  tlie  feeling  of  a  ^ilty 
pcrMn,  h«  took  Schmidt's  card  from  his  pocket. 
On  oii«  side  of  tliis  stood  the  name  ot  Mr, 
Slanliopi'  Montrose;  but  a  pencil  had  been  run 
aerow  it,  «u)  ViUJers  turned  to  tlie  rvvcrH.-, 
where  appeared  a  scribbled  dirvetion  to  an  ob- 
scure  ca/ii,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lincesler 
Fields,  purporting  to  bo  kept  by  a  German. 

WhaictiT  fane  i  mil  ion  could  have  thrown  itself 
over  Villiers,  to  draw  him  towards  the  vicioity 
of  a  man  whom  he  so  much  loatlicd,  it  is  ine- 
leas  to  ask;  such,  however,  was  its  jHywrr,  ihut 
ibe  Knight,  on  tearing  and  throwing  away  iIk 
bit  of  paslnhoard,  addnrsMt^  him»elf  to  the  lank 
of  discovering  ihb  amiable  foreigner's  abode. 
The  dwclUng  of  his  mistress  was  near;  jwC 
much  as  he  di-nircd  to  behold  her  once  mwr. 
the  niagnetie  influence  of  Schmidt  prev^ied. 
He  stepped  into  a  haekoey -coach,  and  was  »oou 
put  down  at  the  door  of  the  coffee-house,  where 
the  Prussian  meeting  him,  led  lite  way  lo  a 
private  room. 
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•'  Your  buMoees  witb  me  T'  demanc)e<I  Vil- 
licr*,  when  they  were  oncloe«l  in  this  gloomjr. 
niiok«-Hm«IUng  apartment. 

"  Money !"  rrplictl  Schmidt. 

"  I  guested  as  much."  said  Villiers.  emptying 
his  purse  of  all  the  gold  it  conluiimt,  which  w«v 
immediaK'ly  pockirted  by  iho  o1)u.t. 

"ThiM  Inlle  will  oot  laxt  long,"  said  hr: 
"  when  am  I  to  get  the  ten  lliouMind  f — for,  lo 
tfll  you  truth,  noble  Knight,  my  financeit  »re 
not  the  moHt  flouriahing,  and  1  mmn  forthwith 
10  be  on  the  wing,  out  of  this  rold-blooded 
country." 

"  it  wcms  too  hoi  to  hold  ymt,  nevertheleH," 
said  Villiers.  "  The  inoncy  *hall  be  paid,  bow- 
erer,  as  soon  as  I  have  M^d^il  my  affairs;  and 
then  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Schmidt — " 

"  Huah !"  said  tlie  ruffian,  holding  up  bis 
finger.    ""  Can  you  not 


'  t3fK«l  vhal  /  Aoiif  &«ai. 


And «ootb, rtmtml*r  ii*ai  fimmU—mr" 

Villien  looked  round,  but  the  door  wu  shut. 
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and  lh«  room  empty.  Ho  became  impaiirni, 
and  made  a  (U-mo«Atration  of  ming  humour. 

"■  SwclllA  thou,  proud  heut  f  - 
mm)  Schmidt. 

'"Nay,  pritbn>  frnod  my  loH.be  patWal. 

Ill  tliaa|{t  my  g*y  appuvl  fat  bd  nlmnnati'i  gtKm  ;' 

for.  to  say  truth,  1  cannot  appear  two  days  in 
ttir  tame  guiM." 

"  Where  get  you  ilie  tMt,taT'  itaJd  ViIIht)). 

"  Crwlil  U  better  than  money."  repliwi 
Schmidt;"  but  to  be  serious,  Sir  Charles,  name 
not  my  name  again,  or  I  may  chanc«  to  find 
more  in  your  country  than  I  look  fiw^— 


. '  A  little  )C»n, 


A  UtW,  Utllt  xnv*— an  utMcun  (;t«Tt.' " 

"  You  may  be  buried  in  the  King's  highway," 
said  Villien,  "to  quote  your  farourile  poct,^ 
but  give  me  tlic  nierooritiidiim,  luid  I  nill  rv 
place  it  vrith  one  that  shall  ensure  you  llie 
money  at  a  certain  date ;  when  1  desire  thai 
1  may  oeier  bear  of.  as  alter  this  I  trust  I  may 
nenr  *«  you  more." 
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ViUin^  iTCrifctl  thr  scrap  oT  p«p«r,  and 
wrote  an  order  for  th«  mm  agreed  on ;  durinj; 
which  time  Schmidt  oonlimiFd  hi*  Ktrain. 

"  P»li«r  «xchiimnl  the  foraiCT,  impatiently: 
"  Can  you  not  hold  your  tongue  one  minuU?" 

•« W«l],  *tl1. 1  M«  1  talk  bm  Mj, 

And  you  owck  at  ne  I' " 


r^tunwd  the  Pniwian. 

filir  HIT  ? 


But  whj*  so  gloomy. 


'  VHA  mcfi  Me  h4 knd  yH 

HtlluiiU  nubodr  iluuld  be  ikd  but  L'* 

I  hope  your  warrant  will  hrur  out  thr 
deedr'  concluded  Schmidi,  as  Iw  looknl  carr- 
fuUy  OWT  ihe  paper,  and  bcstoned  it  in  the 
greasy  poudi  of  old.  "  Bui  I  hod  much  to  )p)I 
you  of,  and  lo  ask.  Voti  hut«  not  dvalt  fairly 
with  me  on  your  trial;  hut  lei  that  pass.-^I 
ham  DTws  for  your  private  ear.  Mis*  Myddle- 
lon, — Ha! — mMhinks  you  xUirt  al  lltat  name; 
ye*- 

and  cetera.    \V«II,  but  1  forgot — I  hav«  be«n 
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wmeihing  too  Bleoder  in  my  hosi«ulily — will 
you  not  refresh?  We'll  »ce  what  "my  poor 
castle"  may  afford,  aa  Will  hath  it,^ — nothing  ? — 
a  liltle  table-beer  and  a  toaAt  V 

"  Nolliing,  nothing,"  said  Villiers.  "What 
of  that  lady, — 1  him  no  patience  to  hear  mot* 
ofShalcipcarc." 

"  '  To  think,  my  lord,  if  you  delight  not  in 
the  man,  what  leiiten  entertainment  the  player« 
hIuiU  recwvc  from  you !' — but  as  rcgartU  this 
'  one  fair  daughter' — I  have  seen  her." 

"  You  have  seen  Mise  Myddletonf" 

"  Yes,  and  I'll  tell  you  the  manner  of  it — 
and  something  more.  By  the  way,  a  cool  hun- 
dred, and  the  picture  you  wot  of  is  yours." 

"  Bring  it  me,"  said  Villiers,  eagerly,  "  and 
I  will  pay  what  is  reasonable.  How  heard  rou 
of  it?" 

"  More  of  that  anon.  Miss  Myddleton  will 
be  carried  off  from  you  to-morrow,  unless  you 
carry  her  off  yourself  to-day.  The  old  fool 
Anthony  is  a  sworn   crony  of  a  waterman   1 
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am:  my  eor^.  but  she  sutis  for  GomaDy  to- 
mooow!" 

*'  Are  you  sure  T' 

"  Sure  I — ay<>,  ««  the  dn-il's  in  Clwapsid* !' 

The  Cdonrl  looked  aghast. 

•■•  AtMl— 4w«  ill  viih  pni*  ' 

»akl  Schmidt,  setung  hia  hand. 

*'^ial  tbiit  jroutand  jouitj*«a  rvtaej, 
Aad  «ilh  tbt  ntperkl  alt  iln  bold  dawnna  ^  ' 

"  Away!"  cried  Villifr*.  dashing  out  of 
room.  "  TluB  is  our  lasl  meeting  for  ever, 
coUecl." 

"  But  the  picture.— the— ha,  ha,  ha — a  latklrr 
of  ropes,  and  a— lia,  lu — I'll  *i\cr  liim.  by  th* 
)ud,-^he'U  want  toy  assistance :  I  mu^l  still 
\xbiaJUiutJic/>ale».'" 

Schniidt  checked  tumvelf. 

"  Bui,  soft!     TheCapulcla  be  abroad. — Uw' 
Dogberriea  of  the  lawr ;— a  plagw'  of  nil  ibnr 
houses,  froiD  Bow  Stn-«t  donnwards ! " 

,  And  tbc  worthy  Prussian  ilireaded  tJie  mazy 
way  towards  lu»  lodging*,  where,  divesting  hw 
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taee  of  the  moustaebe,  and  changing  his  dren 
for  one  of  comparative  poverty,  he  ag»in  Mrode 
forth. 


"  Permit  me  to  say,  i>ir,  that  you  are  treading 
oo  mj*  toes,"  objurgutcd  nn  elderly  gcnllemai), 
in  the  gloomy  Mide-passag«  that  admitted  Vil- 
lierx  (o  the  Myddlelonn'  apartments,  as  he  was 
l«t  is  by  a  sbop-boy. 

The  Colonel  stepped  quietly  back,  by  no 
means  wishing  to  detain  the  father  of  his  mis- 
tress from  the  nalk  he  proposed  to  himself; 
iind  the  one  inadi;  hi*  egress  m  the  other  hin 
ascent. 

Villiers  was  too  sudden.  The  appearance  of 
him  whom  who  bad  once,  as  it  vrerr,  numbt-red 
with  the  dead,  had  nearly  overthrown  the 
nerves  of  Viola  altogether  ;  but  her  mind, 
•troitgcr  than  tbat  of  most  women,  bore  up 
againitt  (he  shock  ;  and  af^er  some  minutes 
of  silence,  during  which  she  had  almost  passed 
away  into  another  world,  life  re-asscrtcd  its  |«ie- 
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nninfaiee  tn-er  lemporuy  draih,  and  stho  rv- 
«o«ere(l  Etrongtli  iui<l  compoonre  MtScivnt  to 
undprHiind  the  nalily. 

Il  was  ibrtunatr  ;  for  Uil-  rfcitnl  of  hor  inter- 
vitm  Willi  Schmidt,  wtuch  Villiers  drMv  from 
her  upon  the  hint  of  lltat  ruffian,  threw  him  into 
so  violent  a  fit  of  piwdon,  tliftt,  bs  he  mved  in 
madoess  at  the  insull  iha  had  <itKlur«l,  ihn 
Colonel  became  as  nesrly  delirioua,  and  «■  liui« 
sensible  of  hi»  wordH  or  actions  aa  h«netf  had 
been  but  the  few  motoents  before.  Roused  lo 
fury,  Villicrs  swore  niih  his  clenched  hand 
raised,  that  no  consideration  »houM  now  pre- 
Ti-nl  him  from  consi^ing  Schmidt  into  the 
hands  of  the  law,  where,  al  ilic  least,  for  his 
numerous  frauds  and  villanifs,  if  be  e«nprd 
coitdign  puntihmeai  for  the  death  of  Gibbon*, 
he  would  be  banisl»ed  from  a  country  to  whieh 
his  birth  WOK  a  tiifgrvo.',  and  where  be  had 
ever  cm w led,  rcplilu  like,  liirough  tlie  de- 
grotled  existence  of  many  years. 

Viols  tried,  m  vab,  to  paciiy  him ;  and,  re- 
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RieniberiDg  the  threat  of  (he  detprmincd  wretch, 
whil«  not  free  from  fears  that  by  some  secn4 
channel  be  might  too  NOon  know  the  intenltons 
of  Villiers,  she,  in  addition,  dreaded  the  ap|)etir- 
anoe  of  hrr  mother ;  for  tlic  loudnr^  nith  which 
he  declaimed  could  iiol>  it  inighl  well  be  Uiought, 
long  fail  of  informing  Mrs.  Myddleton  of  the 
prenence  of  her  nephew,^-a  fad  she  as  yet  re- 
inaiiuHl  i^nornnt  of. 

'  In  the  midst  of  this,  tlie  announcement  he 
had  heard  that  his  mistress  was  the  next  day  to 
he  torn  from  him,  and  taken  to  a  far  land, 
suddenly  reeurreii  to  hU  mind,  and,  on  the  in- 
stant, he  became  the  personification  of  putienl 
enduranoe.  It  wiia  evident  to  Viola  that  he 
was  working  himself  into  the  calmness  of  d«*- 
peratioD.  A  vast  eflotl  to  concentrate  all  his 
powers  for  the  achievement  of  9ome  grvat  pur- 
pone  was  apparent,  and,  taking  the  hand  of  her 
he  raludl  above  anything  this  world  could  be- 
stow, lie  deman<led  if  she  had  liminis»  sufficient 
10  n^y  to  the  questions  tie  was  about  to  put. 


•■  Well,  Viola,  have  you  mnde  j-our  ekcUon  7' 

She  burst  into  a  violent  flood  of  tMir*,  and, 
liolding  out  one  hand  lo  him,  while  she  shaded 
her  faci'  with  the  Other,  turned  away  her  head, 

"  Indeed, — indeed  I  cannot '."  she  protested. 

"  Then  stay,"  cried  Villien ;  and  be  flung 
her  from  him.  "  We  part  for  e\er— for  ev'er, 
Viola  !" 

"  Nay,  nay ;  not  for  ever :  wait  but  for  my 
father'*  rciurn,*'  exclaimed  slw,  distractedly. 

He  stopped. 

She  threw  herself  imploringly  on  her  knees. 
He  raised  her  in  his  arms,  and  curried  her  from 

ttbc  room. 
He  watt  strong  and  active,  and  he  bore  Viola 
quickly  down  the  murky  stuirca.<(c.  and,  opening 
the  street-door,  half  led,  half  carried  her  lo  the 
coach  thai  stiil  waited  for  him,  not  unquestioned, 
howe^'er.  or  unopposed  by  an  old  sen-ant,  wIm> 
bad  placed  himself  so  as  to  obstruct  hi*  pawage. 
I  Vtlhcrs  pushed  past,  and  bore  down  all  op- 
poaitMn. 
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■■  Contc  vritli  me,  AnUiOQy,"  he  conlinaed ; 
"  your  young  mialMn  ■hall  h»ii«  your  proicctiau 
am  well  bb  miite." 

The  oilORbhtd  tervaDt,  irrfiiolute  m  to  ibe 
part  Iwsliould  take,  was  decided  by  VtoU.  «)>o. 
after  liaring  bIIovtmI  herself  to  be  placed  b  the 
coQcb.  bf^oiKtl  the  old  domestic  to  acooopuy 
her. 

A  mob  oif  idle  giuerx  lud  auMnnbled  dario^ 
ihc  (uw  minutes  occu|ned  in  these  airangeaieiits. 

"There  vraa  nothing  else  for  it,"  >aid  Villitw 
to  himself,  as  justifying  in  thought  wliiU  )w  had 
done. 

"  Drive  on  towardit  Kiiaangton,"  were  hi» 
orders  to  the  eoHchnian.  He  would  place  V'uAa 
with  Confine  Tborahill  and  ber  relative,  and 
then  beseech  Lord  Stair  for  his  help  in  forwanl- 
iiig  Ute  raatriraonial  project  lie  luid  reMln->d  on, 

The  Utile  crowd  of  eurioun  people  wiw  warly 
cleared,  when  the  prioress  of  llie  fugitives  wai 
stopped  by  an  accumulation  of  vehicles  at  Temple 
Bar.  which  could  only  proceed  each  way,  one  by 


VILUeKt 


211 


one,  at  a  fuon-al  pace.  Hen  again,  wilhoal 
knowiog  llic  cuufw  for  curiosity,  u  perfect  mob 
eollected  round  the  coach  of  VilUen,  nod  in  »o 
crowded  b  thoroughfare  but  few  minuttv  suflicnl 
to  bring  hundreds  to  its  increow.  Amid  the 
booting^  nnd  jtvn  llwt  thvw.'  indulged  in,  wbk 
DOW  heard  an  expostulatory  voice,  nell  known 
by  o*ir  hero  to  be  thai  of  Schmidt. 

He  had  been  drinking,  and  now  ascended  lite 
hind  foot-board,  and  commenced  an  harangue 
to  the  mob.  Ttic  few  neneless  pohcc  en- 
deavoured to  disperse  tliem,  but  none  regarded 
their  efforts. 

"  Aye !"  shouted  tlie  Prussian,  now  dit-cstcil 
of  the  mouMache,  and  hin  drvs*  elmng*^  to  that 
of  a  ooitnlryman.  "di9])er!ie.  my  brave  fellows. 
ThiM  i»  the  gallant  Sir  Charlen  Vitliera,  my  bcsl 
friend,  the  poor  man's  friend ;"  and  tlie  mob 
shouted.  "  He  is  going  to  be  married :"  again 
they  raised  a  shout.  "  lie  bled  (or  you  at 
Dettingen ;"  another  cry.  "And,"  concluded 
be,  "  he  has  just  conte  in  for  bis  nghtji,^<:a;^i 
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■qrbcrpi.  tath  tbu  k  rich  oU 
Urn  am  of  dMM  twenty  jmref* 
hitmb  amendad. 

"  Lm  bin  puB,  k(  him  pus ;  k(«p  dMr 
Uiv* !"  crtMl  many  tnea. 

And  tfae  cowb  crept  oa  «  frw  para,  aldr 
AMfawy,  Uvmblisg  wtlli  anxiety  and  mmm- 
naiioQ.  ninly  tried  lo  mak«  hiioielf  beanl  from 
Ifaaboi. 

"Who  b  thii  Umr  r  said  m  >iwt  tmrn^Ur, 
deicnnitiatriy  •dcoeag  to  dnf  the  onMr  dav^ 
hat  MBiiipartHl  b  j  hia  ninrades. 

*■  It  k  the  riUain. — the  marderiiif  Schanlt. 
A  hMMfad  pounds  uv  oo  his  bead  V  wtrlaiifJ 


-Sdndi.  Schmidt.  Schmidt  r  The  nuw 
na  Iik«  a  scatteriaf  fin  «''  attakdry  throa^fc 
the  dMiM!  uiMd :  it  w  mrtnitly  to  cwry  body  * 
Bomh.  The  itaot  cfldatable  gr^ipled  with  aid 
nvwo  him  dotm  ^  but  the  aumM&iofif  na 
aeenwd  paralysed. — it  was  the  naine  of  •  i*- 
puled  VNOiler:  all  drew  back  lo  gut.    Viala 
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screamed  with  airn|;ht,  wliilc  VJUlers  eagerly 
Irinl  to  open  tlvc  tloor  and  descend.  In  rain. 
H(^  vraa  furious,  uid  llinul  his  head  out  of  the 
window. 

"Scixc  hira! — Mixe  (lie  desperate  villain!" 
cried  he,  remembering  only  his  tnsult  (o  Viola. 

A  rush  wM  mnde  by  fifly  rufflanit,  who  threw 
thenuelres  in  h  matw  upon  Schmidt,  and  with 
drawn  9WorU» — for  they  were  gentlemen  of  )ii> 
^que, — rescued  him  from  the  only  coreMable 
who  had  resolution  lo  approach. 

"I  will  be  rcivnged,  if  it  were  to  co«t  me 
ten  litvs !"  madly  exclaimed  be,  foaming  with 
rage,  and  shaking  his  fist  at  Villiera  and 
Anthony. 

•■  ExMrabW  clog,  I  tlcfy  you  '."  cried  Sir 
CfaaHts,  as  the  friends  of  the  ruffian  dragged 
hira  away,  and  hurried  tiown  a  dark  court, 
while  some  score  of  them  formed  a  sort  of  rear- 
guard, effectually  korping  all  puniucrM  at  bay. 

"  Drive  !"  »aid  Viliiers.  "  Kvery  miauta's 
delay  loses  you  a  crown." 
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Tbr  cOBcbmaa  Usbed  hU  wrMcbed  bona 
into  the  Grat  gallop  liiey  had  known  for  p*™**^ 
aad,  Mon  ckaring  Um>  crowd,  made  direct  for 
tlte  house  at  Kt^nslngton  which  Bohun  \ai 
describnl  w  betng  ihr  mndence  of  (^fotiar 
and  hrr  rvtalion.  Amt<«Hl,  VilUen  prmyod  (br 
imtection  of  Uiow  Uijiea  for  Viola,  and  iaTiiig 
pronuMid  a  full  esjilanation  to  Mtas  Thornliill. 
and  a  quick  return,  hr  prcpaml  to  dcpon  (or 
Lord  Stair's.  As  h»  mot  Anthonv  in  ihe  pu- 
aag«,  be  took  him  into  a  side-roofo,  and  cloM^^ 
ihe  door.  ^^| 

"  What  do  )-DU  mean  to  do  J"  said  he;  pe- 
rsTOiHoHly.  ' 

"Sir,  what  is  in  my  powtr — what  am  I  do  T' 
rvturnrd  tti«  old  Mrrant.  "I^on  have  takra 
away  niy  roung  mistress  froin  b«-  hofii*,  and 
I  snppoat  mean  to  marry  ber," 

"  At  a  wojd — of  courep,-  said  ViUien.  im- 
pationtty,  "To-morrow  she  will  br  my  wife, 
rasi  what  it  may.  You  bar*  it  in  your  pfmrr 
to  cause  vexatioRj  by  informing  ber  parents  of 
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her  presenl  abode,  but  you  cannot  prerent  our 
marriage.  But  it  U  abaurd  my  talking  to  you 
in  thlt  turain.  ('an  you  hold  your  tongue;  and 
will  you  rest  quiet?" 

••  I  can,  and  will." 

"  It  IB  fortunalr  for  yoti  to  tiaw  made  this 
dcterminaiion,  or  I — but  never  mind.  Lei  Uii« 
eouAole  you  till  my  return." 

VQItera  put  som«  gold  pieces  into  hiii  hand ; 
but  the  old  man  »liook  hix  he-id,  and,  turning 
away  to  conceal  bts  emotion,  placed  the  money 
on  a  table, 

"  Net-er,  Mr.  Charles !"  «aid  he.  "  Can  you 
think  90  badly  of  me  t  No,  no :  you  mistake 
my  feelings.     I  have  known  her  from  a  child — " 

"  I  have,  indeed,  done  you  injuittici;,"  said- 
Villient,  darting  towards  him  ;  and,  w>  he  took  tlie 
gold  from  oft  the  table  with  one  hand,  he  griuipftd 
the  old  senant's  with  thr  other.  "Wail,  then." 
he  continued.  •*  Stay  in  your  own  country,  and 
tlie  lodge  at  Bumel  ithall  be  youn  for  lif^  or 
any  other  part  of  it     Protect  her,  and  »cn*e  her 
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^^IkdSfUi  lilUe  inierruptioD  had,  boweivr,  the  end 
D  desired  by  Lord  Stair,  who  now  lisleaed  att«n- 
lit-ely  to  his  discourse. 

"  Vou  wish  me  to  give  awuy  the  bride  ?"  said 
Ihe  Earl,  us  Sir  Charln  concluded. 

*■  TTiat  is  my  (frrau-jil  ambition,  and — " 

He  was  stopped  by  Stair. 

"  I  am  perfectly  ali\-«  lo  the  compliment," 
caid  he,  "  and  much  flatten^ ;  but  ho<r«vpr 
willing  I  may  feel  to  perform  this  office,  there 
in  another  to  whom  it  of  right  bclongit  still  in 
England : — what  say  you  to  her  fathi-r  ?" 
■  •'  He  has  not  bc«n  unthought  of  by  me,"  re- 
plie«l  Villiers;  "  but  it  rests  not  with  him  :  and 
the  keeper  of  his  conscience  ie,  I  fear,  inflexible." 

"  Do  not  despair,"  said  the  Earl.  "  I  have 
already,  I  trusl,  piw-t-d  that  my  friendship  for 
yo«ir  fallier  wai  not  merely  '  a  name.'  But  leave 
t)ii«  mailer  tome.  I  rannol  think  that  Mr.  Myd- 
dlMon  will  be  deaf  to  the  commands  of  royalty." 

"Think  of  his  wife,  my.  Lord,"  said  Villiers, 
with  a  smile. 

VOU  III  L 
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nuch  less  n-oiild  bo  himself  devise  a  thing  ot 
the  kind  now,  although  w«  )i;ivc  somdimes  been 
upon  indifferrnt  terms  o(  late.  How  bimy  arc 
Uttle-miiHled  people  to  widen  that  breach  l)e- 
tween  a  King  and  his  servant,  which  tliey  hope 
will  allow  tlieinivhvs  an  entrance* !  But  re- 
turn, nod  de]i*-nd  on  Iwaritig  from  me  the  instnnt 
I  have  anything  to  communicate.  In  the  mean 
lime  1  Hould  not  be  unprepared." 

VilUera  departed.  Leave  nc  him  1o  make  all 
necea»ar)'  arran^ments  for  the  impending  mar- 
riage, while  we  return  to  llw  silk-meircr's, 
wliere,  in  l)ic  cOurjte  of  the  anemoon,  stood  a 
royal  coach  ready  to  conrey  Mrs.  Myddleton  to 
St.  James's.  We  may  imagine  at  whotu;  in< 
maiiee.  and  for  what  purpose.  We  pass  over 
the  affiidion  and  dislreu  naturally  caused  by 
(he  ereot,  which  she  soon  leamU     It  was  long 


*  TVic«  or  lliric*  «M  it  the  furlunc  of  Lord  Slait  ta  Ima  hi* 
rfgimnit.  'h«  Srob  Onyt,  oii  arcount  of  politic  li  intncUbifcty, 
■ad  u  ofl«a  10  iiiul  It  |itrMiil«l  tu  hLra  tgun.  cHhn  by  Um 
King,  ■•  ■  nwuKt  fill  jiihI  u-nictu.  ot  by  Iha  miuUli'i,  in  ih* 
hpft  of  aMnin«atliii|[  hn  ui&iiiy*  uul  iulcnat. 
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^  am*  M  <"■¥!?  **i^  *'>'  King'*  eatmami; 
^n  ife  casfii^.  and  «m  dmvn  npidlj  to  tbe 
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a  little  too  flultcriitg,  uml  much  too  cxclunw, 

giving  all  the  credit  of  the  day  to  hia  »iiigl« 

nwriioiw*. 

B        Mn.  Mytltileton,  nothing  Jininktl  by  ffcliiig 

■     herwir  in  the  royal  presenue,  was  nevertheless 

^^Hnakenrd  »n<]  agitated  by  the  morning's  occur- 

^^nnce ;    and,  although  shft  exhibiled  great  re- 

ludaDce  to  au-ede  to  the  will  of  the  Monarch, 

there  was  leaa   firmneaiA  than  ordinary  in   her 

deportment.     She  he^ituled  ami  faltered.     The 

xtory  or  llie  will,  with  it«  emlwllishroenta,  had 

niad^  its  efTcct  on  the  court  circle  to  such  a 

I  degree,  that  most  people  §hunned  her  as  a 
TCDOmous  creature.  Lord  Lincoln,  the  lord 
in  wiiiting,  compassionatuly  giiw  her  hi»  arm, 
and  supported  her.  half  fainting  as  site  was, 
till  tile  King  had  finished. 

*  TKu  tnm  Bcraick-upou-Twced.  tflm  *«\og\iiait  the 
(ictut  i>r  Drttingvii,  {iniCK'iU  tliiK, — '  Ouc  joy  wai  pni|iDi- 
llon«(«,  un  IhU  vccuio'i,  lo  thv  tvaX  c-naiai  *r  wuiv  iiuUn  fm 
the  utttf  at  jmu  Mtjvklj'i  iHtnua.  upotud  to  tha  pnc^njui 
**«at  ef  >  bttlte,  whvii  Ihu  iTKlnKcimiiut*  ball  mifM  havt  di. 
ttmuurJ  lit /air  u/Eunpr,  ami  «i|Ki>t<l  •  btuHeu  army  tu 
Ula  prty  lu  tbuu  iiwicilxi  tuemuw.'* 
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baUtCOmtnand  in  his  attitude,  while  his  hands 
pUycd  with  Konic  goli)  pieces  in  his  long-flapped 
waistcoat  pockHs,  "  I  trust,  madam,  you  will 
not  rpfus«  yours;  and  tell  your  hiuband  this 
from  me — I  love  not  much  (ulkiiig.^but,  unov 
for  all,  1  expect  that  he  i*  roudy  to  give  away 
ibe  bride  at  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  evening,  at 
our  chapel  of  St.  Jamea'a." 

Ho  had  raised  his  voice  to  a  height  of  which 
be  was  not  himitelf  conscious,  as  ho  concluded 
this  speech ;  and,  turning  away  from  Mr». 
Myddleton.  he  now  left  the  room,  while,  with 
a  dry  eye  but  a  bursting  heart,  the  lady  suf- 
fereil  henwlf  to  be  led  to  her  carriage,  Lord 
Lincoln,  now  seconded  by  a  brother  pe^r,  not 
relaxiDg  in  his  kind  ofliccs  till  lie  luul  retagnrd 
her  into  the  hands  of  her  own  attendants ;  for 
Stair,  with  a  natural  horror  of  one  whose  con- 
duct he  had  heard  a  full  account  of  from 
ViUiers,  kept,  as  did  the  others,  far  aloof  from 
the  chance  of  contact  with  her. 

For  Villiers,  he  had  made  all  the  arrange- 
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Beats  possible  for  the  approaching  cn-emonr: 
aiA  iDducing  Bc^un  to  accompany  him  to  the 
house  he  had  taken  near  Hanorer  Sijuare,  they 
aat  up  the  givater  part  of  the  night  talking 
orer  the  past,  presrat,  and  future. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


"  k  bridogrooDi.  Mjr  jmi  ^ 


SHiaii'aiiiK. 


"  No*  tell  nWk  tit,  who  helped  you  to  yoat  ri|thti  :^ 
Wut  I  ?— Hut  coft  you  lught  1—" 


Akom. 


K      eoRV' 
I      of  S 


'I'll  F.  Rambeaus  Ba»hed  ibrough  the  pitchy 
darkness  of  a  November  evening,  and  glan-<l 
upon  ihp  gorgeously  laced  liwric*  of  llic  fooU 
mat  who  attended  a  roj'al  coacli  in  waiting  to 
convey  the  bridr  from  Kensington  to  the  i-liiipri 
of  St.  James's. 

,  Not  long  (lid  Viola  keep  in  su.ipenM.-  (hoM^ 
attended  to  herald  her  on  Iter  way.  Ca- 
roline Thomhill,  who  had  for  ihut  day  put  olf 
lier  mourning,  u  fMgile  though  not  lesN  lovely 
being,  led  her  into  the  drawing-room  as  th« 
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last  bvcotniiig   Fold  of  her  lace  i-eil.  aod  tbr 

unciutomed  bouqwt  bad  completed  ber  bnM 

ttttire. 

-  Ob  A*  ooM ■• 

igMceful  nnd  noble, — and  as  she  ««q>pmL  a 
fidni  smile  illumined  her  face,  wlticb  wiu  patNl 
by  all  site  hud  <^  late  gone  ihrouf^h. 

A  lady  Ju  waititig,  dcHpntcbcd  by  the  PrinRw 
Amelia,  led  her  to  the  carriage,  while  CWoUor 
lM>re  ber  traiD  in  quality  of  bridesmaid.  A* 
ihe  coaefa  drove  off  with  iiM  fair  and  jewellnl 
freight,  Villien.  by  apjxuntmrnt,  sii^iped  tnio 
his  oivn,  aod,  attended  by  Bohtin.  pato>ed  r«]>idly 
dowM  George  Str&et  towards  the  chapel.  Both 
offioers  Horv  iho  full  court  dress  of  tlii?  Life 
Guards.  A  third  carriage  at  the  <aiDe  time 
advanced  along  the  Strand,  in  which  wa«  the 
follier  of  Viola,  brought  ratJier  as  a  riciiin  to 
ibc  ahar  than  a  willing  official  who  tra«  to 
ftjtsist  at  the  aacrifice. 

As  the  vrhole  jmrty  met  at  onoe  in  a  mda 
room,   Viola  threw   bentelf  at  the  feel  of  her 
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parent,  und  «luKpitl  his  hand ; — it  was  a  wmit*. 
a  bhlcr  moment  for  hor,  nor  did  MyddlHoti 
MifTer  less.  With  tiln-umin^  eyes  hs  raised  ttw 
wpcping  girl  from  tlic  floor,  and  pressed  her  to 
his  h^art.  The  absence  of  Mrs.  MyddlMon 
could  ticarccly  pa«8  tinnoticpd  by  the  rest;  but 
if  Viola  looked  for  her  with  anxiety,  thia  va* 
iiol  irliliotit  wmir  mixiuTv  of  Knliffnciion  ihtit 
she  had  e^aped  here,  and  in  comparative  pub- 
Itcily.  a  first  mcding  with  on  oit'ended  and 
)i  dreaded  parent.  S)ie  had  erred — and  yet  she 
»oiif;ht  lo  persuade  herself  that  blame  nas  imt 
M  wholly  lo  be  ca»t  on  h?r :  Villiers  had  Iweit 
tJ>c  eauwe  of  her  undutiful  conduct — he  it  i*aii 
who  had  forced  her  away — who  had  by  stra- 
tagem  or  by  i-ioW'iicc  accomplished  a  separation 
between  h«TiM;lf'  luid  thotw  Lo  wliom  nhe  owe<l  her 
being,  and  who  claimed  from  Iter  (he  strictest 
accordance  with  their  minutest  wiab. 

For  a  moment,  and  a  moment  only,  thi»  tr<uii 
of  reasoning  succeeded,  and  while  she  ronfe!i,'w<I 
the  truth  of  her  having  broken  the  xAcred  ob- 
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child  to  the  will  tf  * 
Bcrtvv.    mad    perhftp  • 

',   MnMOM  tbSN    NMBtMM  W 

^  frctng.  boNemn  good.  ■* 
isstBDt  snfirad 
if  Um  hmn.  u  uiwmi- 
7Vt»  •lood  bdoR 
bwB  true  in  hit  ttfiectigD 
',  aad  d*B^vr  ;  who  lad 
■,  ■««  Efc  iivU,  ratWr  thu  pnblidjr 
r  vtfk  Wa  fnaaacboB,  wbadk  if  undrr- 
JRi(wi«  JJHiil,— ^  hB«T  mrnrbplinni 
vidi  all  hit  e»ir  ion 
of  her  4bMnl 
drdes  in  whicb  she  had 
pla»; — diapw^ 

u  tUftk  <tf  ihi>!— And  hMl 
farsfnardimH, 

eaaU  he  be  nluF- 
afl  that  tad  puBed-«U  Jm 
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I  unjust  Tatef  Nrvrr,  wwr\  His  ulte  wiui  am) 
f  would  be  ihrougli  good  aiu]  evil ;  vnt],  whiU'  oIm* 
irinl  to  ohiit  out  former  thoughu,  stir  eliixpnl 
clo«cr  itic  arm  of  her  father,  who,  uncociitf-iouN  of, 
or  mbinterpretJDg  the  action,  fen^ntly  retiirriNl 
tho prviuurv.  Wilh  u  tletfrmi nation  to  ru»h  and 
M»k  forgivMicfts  of  her  other  parenl,  immediately 
the  iiiarriiige  ceremony  was  concluded,  she  al- 
lowed the  mind  to  vrander  into  ten][)Orafy  for- 
gctf»lRCM  of  all  but  llw  pawJMg  !«»ne. 

Alu  1  itlie  knew  not  that  at  tliia  momenT  tier 
ntother  lay  in  the  sanies  of  death.  Husband 
and  daughter  gone,  aitd  cn-n  now,  thought  the 
unhappy  woman,  employed  in  the  achictemeni 
of  that  hateful  eompuct  which  all  tlte  tiurgit^s  of 
her  life  h»d  Ix-wi  excrled  to  ]>revent  for  so  many 
year* !  The  indignity,  the  scorn  of  the  world, — 
all  that  must  ensue — the  King';  ioKuliirig  man- 
ner.— «ll  that  had  bvrn  doiM'  or  !wd,  clung  to  her 
(mn  and  reeollecitons  like  a  poisoned  web, — her 
soul  withered  under  tin  blasting  influence,  and 
■Jie  dwil  to  a  jMiroxyBm  of  grief  and  bittemeM,  in 
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which  ovrry  conccntnted  ill  pomon  nunglfxl 
ite  unb<rfy  bn'atli. 

VilUcn  Mood  Kilrnt  uul  abstracted ;  but  the 
livmuloii^  motion  of  his  Up,  or,  with  an  «)bMr 
KXingon  Ibe  croraed  arm,  hu  fini^rs  uocon- 
Miously  played  with  a  locket  lliat  bung  from 
his  neck,  showed  hini  do  nnmotTd  partJci{wlor  In 
thp  sceoe. 

Th»  Ud)-  in  uaiting  surreadavd  up  her 
charge,  and  the  wedding  party  mm-ed  towards 
the  altar.  Aa  Mr.  Myddleton  led  Viola  put 
Villiers  h<>  cxtendi'd  bis  band  towards  one  who 
was  to  bMonp  the  hndnnd  of  her  (or  whom 
only  the  bther  oow  rMained  any  affection; 
a  paiemal  biv  that  wna  proportionately  deep 
and  engrtMHing  to  ihv  ooldnesK  with  which  br 
rrgnrded  all  the  world  beside:  for  be  had  long 
since  ce«jed  otvn  to  fogn  attacbtneni  to  his 
wife.  Me  was  about  to  give  away  hi.^  most 
pT«cious  treasure,  and  to  pari,  it  might  be  for 
ever. — to  sechide  him)«ir  in  a  foreign  land,  and 
hide  his  bead  in  perpetual   baniifamenl,  for  a 
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I'jiult  of  wtiich  lie  had  ne^-er  been  aware  till 
the  nlii-lming  conviciioo  of  his  wife's  eriorn 
cjitiie  upon  liim  with  the  sudilenDees  of  a  thun- 
derholi . 

Villicr*  raiord  to  his  lips  the  proflercd  hand. 

•  •>••• 

Tho  parties  were  «ooii  standing  at  the  altar 
Thv  chapel  was  bnilitintly  ht  u|i  for  ihu  occasion ; 
but  the  trrddins:  parly  nvrv  all  who  apj>eared  at 
ihp  cominunion-st<>ps.     The  Bi»hop  of  ■  ■  , 

aiuiAed  by  a  chaplaio.  stood  ready  to  perform 
the  oereniony.  lie  comnwnced  the  service  in  « 
deiep,  impressive  voire,  but  bad  reached  no 
further  than  thai  awftd  apjMul  wliich  thrilU 
through  ull  hcartK,  denouiu'iiis  concejdiiu'ni  of 
any  known  impediment,  an  it  shall  be  aiinwiTed 
for  liereafler,  when  Viola  rememben-d  her  »o- 
leniD  compact,  and  ve\>l  aloud.  A  tremor  shook 
her  whole  frame,  as  if  some  guilty  fear  had 
found  an  entrance  to  the  pure  temple  of  Iwr 
breaM.     But  Villien  comforted,  and  re-aaaured 
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brr  w'tth  a  look ;  Tor  be  knew  her  Ihoughia. 
Tite  lo(4iei  and  tlie  bracelet  bad  been  CAchaogad 
thai  morning,  and  he  <aw  tbe  latter  non'  ^listn 
upon  her  wrist.  Summoning  up  »1)  hrr  firm- 
nessi.  «hv  raisrd  In*  eye*  to  the  prelate,  wha 
contiDued:  »bile  from  bebiod  there  enioed 
noiselewly  a  brilliant  tnun.  It  <ra>  the  roral 
bmily,  niteikted  by  Lord  Stair,  and  f«\-rral  ol 
tbe  rourl. 

The  fiprvicf  concluded,  and  llie  King  ibretr  « 
nrcklace  of  magnifirenl  diamonds  m^r  the  vtnM 
of  Lady  Villien,  leaving  her  britieStmaid  to 
double  round  and  claap  it. 

"  What  may  gotir  name  be,  my  pretty  mis- 
tress f"  Haid  the  Sotereigu,  addressing  Caroline. 
"  Thomhill,  may  it  plciuw  your  MajcstyJ 

■aid  the  bluihing  girl,  niUi  a  low  atid  gr.cM-ful 

rurtaey. 
'■  Tbomhai?"  said  rhe  King,  "Thombill?— 

yes,  madam,  it  does  please  mc,  and  much ;  for 

it  U  the  nantr  of  a  faithful  «eni-ani  and  a  brav-r 

man." 


Carolina  lmr«t  into  tears. 

The  Sovrn^^  held  back,  iwtonishied ;  bt 
presently  *j>oke  aaAe  to  Slair,  and  then  I 
ibo  Princi'sscs ;  but  what  his  cOMiniMnication 
was  muAt  mt  a  wcret  tor  ejvr.  The  good 
old  Earl  looked  gnw  and  smiled  bjr  turns ; 
and  after  took  Bohun  by  the  arm,  drawing  him 
awaj-  from  the  bridpsmaid.  to  wliOM  »id«  he 
had  suddenly  n>o\*cd. 


Thp  royal  train  had  departs),  and  Villwrs 
exultJRgly  led  hiH  bride  lo  the  door.  They  were 
to  gup  at  the  houRC  of  Lord  Stair,  where  a  party 
was  invite<l  to  do  them  honour,  and  from  whencr 
they  Kin^!  lo  rrpair  to  a  villa  of  thf  P.arl's  (par- 
don tlie  phraae,  gentleJi),  which  had  been  sud- 
denly pn-pared  for  the  reception  ol'  the  happy 
couple  by  an  order  of  the  previous  day. 

The  bride,  bathed  in  fcxn.  leanmi  tomarda 
her  husband,  whispering  some  nearly  inarticu- 
late rM)u«Ht. 
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■'  It  U  impossiblp,  Viola !"  was  ibv.  n 
"Absurd,  my  love — il  cnnnot  be,"  he  continued. 
beudmf;  away,  &ad  regarding  ber  nritli  anue- 
ment,  while  she  by  looks  cooUnued  to  urge  her 
pW;  but  the  violence  of  her  sobs  choked  furttwf 
uU«rance,  and  VilUera  led  her  from  the  group 
lo  >^n  connposure.  It  was  a  melancholy  itiar- 
riag«! 

Some  oourution  amongM  lh«  carriage*  pce- 
vraied  the  Knight**  Irom  gclting  up  irame- 
ilialely,  and  be  stood  with  the  (reuibhng  VioU 
upon  the  step*,  expoied  to  the  gaxe  of  a  mul- 
titude of  people  itho  bad  gathered  round. 

At  length  lh«  spleodid  rahicle  drew  up,  and 
Villier*  placed  hi»  bride  therein  i  when,  a*  be 
WW  about  to  follow,  a  pistol  was  fired  at  him 
from  the  crowd.  The  assauui  nan  immcdiat^y 
seinKi  by  tt^'  (wo  sentinels,  who  hi^ld  him. 
{rinioii<>d,  dc^ite  of  all  the  cflbn*  of  his  adhe- 
rents lo  nnscue  him ;  nor  were  there  oo  thj» 
oecaaion  wanting  true  men  to  rush  in  and  as- 
sist in  the  capture  of  the  assaasin.  who.  as  we 
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may  «unni»c,  was  no  other  than  the  ootorknis 
Schmidt. 

Villiera  wiut  unhurt ;  the  ball  had  piuijwil 
him,  and  lodged  harmless  in  a  wmdovr-i>.ill 
abo\-e :  but  the  wreanu  of  women  and  the  cr'if.* 
of  men  minglc^d  with  the  execrationH  of  the  in- 
tended murderer,  and  sounded  fearfully  through 
the  (^loom  of  night.  The  struggles  of  Schmidt 
were  this  lime  useless :  his  friends  desert«l  him, 
and  lie  remained  now  unresisting  in  the  handtt 
of  the  constables,  but  gnashing  his  teeth  In  nil 
the  ng«  of  disappointed  vengeance.  His  fate 
was  certain. 

As  they  dragged  him  away  to  prison,  Villifn 
leaped  lightly  into  the  eoach;  and,  with  hia 
bride,  in  alt  the  agitation  of  thankful  nvs;!  for 
such  an  escape,  was  soon  out  of  hearing  of  the 
tumult 


Some  short  time  after  the  occurrence  of  all 
these  important  events,  it  chanced  that  as  Sir 
Charles  and   Lady  Villten,  with  ilieir   guevl. 


Caralicie  Thornldll,  sat  together  at  Burnel 
Haywi,  Boban  entered  tbe  room,  boring  in 
his  band  a  small  parcel,  which  he  bad  hrouzhl 
with  him  firocD  Iowd. 

"  \'ou  haiT  nuimtml  my  commissMn,  t  wv,' 
ittid  Viola,  bouiuliug  forwxrd  to  mert  him,  awl 
taking  ihe  parqu«t.  which  i>be  oonevaW  tn  her 
work ;  while  her  husband  sat  in  mulp  suqnW. 
forgeniog  at  the  niomeot  to  wetcome  hi*  Tritrnd 

"  What  misery  i»  ihi*  T'  he  demaud«Hl,  wilh 
m  mile,  a»  rising  tw  auemptnl  to  takf  poMw- 
Mon  of  tbe  psR«l-  "  Come,"  continued  he,  "  »» 
•rill  have  no  secrets  now  !*' 

"  Pardon  me.  but  we  will,"  raplied  the  lady; 
and  a   playful   struggle  emcued.   in   which,  oFd 
roone.  xhr  wa»  allow«l  to  conquer. 

"  TV  Life  Guanla  are  beaten  T  said  Bohun 

"  For  che  first  time,  iben,"  irplic-d  MiM 
Thornhill,  defending  tbe  honour  ofthv  coqw. 

The  gvnilempn  mttde  estch  a  profound  bow. 

"  Now,  tell  me.  fair  Caroline,"  said  Villwr*. 
"  what  mav  all  thi^  mean  t^ 
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"  At  the  exjieiue  of  ofli'iiding  you  T' 

"  ViveR  ao;  and  fear  not  her  U(l}-§hip,  who 
hUikIh  in  a  ihroalttiiKg  altitude,  I  see,  n-ith 
finger  raised." 

"  To-morrow,  then,"  »aid  Caroline,  "  you  will 
be  se\'eu-and-twenty !" 

"  1  am  »tiU  in  (he  dark." 

"  Let  i)ie»e  culighti'ii  you,  thtrn,"  said  Violst' 
half  vexed,  as  tihp  di^playml  to  his  view  the 
diamond*  (hut  eadrcleU  bis  mother's  picture, 
wlitch,  ititt-iidiiig  ail  a  birth-day  prraent,  she 
had  requested  Uohun  to  find,  and  bring  down 
with  him. 

"  This  dexerves  some  return,"  »aid  Villier*. 
aflt-r  hiiving  examined  it  for  a  space  in  silence ; 
when,  taking  From  the*  drawer  of  an  Indian 
cabinet  a  eealrd  paper,  lu>  lltrvw  a  glancr  of 
meaning  towttrds  bin  wifc^  und  put  it  into  her 
hand. 

Viola  coiiipn^h^nded,  and  inin»edialely  trans- 
ferred it,  with  much  grace,  to  Bohun,  whom 
the  «ntreAi4xl  to  pvnise  its  coDtenis  wbra  alone. 
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TIn*  young  CaptaiD,  for  «ucb  h»  vas,  uitrp- 
Mstingly  co<n|)li<Hl;  am)  utttT  exchanging  a  le» 
woiUs  with  Caroline,  wilhdmr,  to  And  tumsriC 
by  the  liberality  of  bis  Friends,  maater  or  all  ibr 
property  wbieh  had  be-longed  to  Ludlon-. 

The  Princ<'««  Anu-IJa,  at  the  King's  dmirr. 
had  tak<^  Mtwi  TlionitiiU  under  her  pMniliar 
pratedion ;  and  aa  ahe  kindly  tacked  Iwnrlf  to 
Torvrurd  llie  matdi  bei«n>n  the  loitrrF,  it  waitnl 
imly  ibe  exinnttion  of  Caroline's  mounung 
acluevp. 


END  OF  TlLLItU. 


239 


SOME    PASSAGES 

m 

THE    LIFE 

JOHN,  SECOND  EARL  OF  STAIR. 

WITH  A  SKETCH  OB  HIS  TIMES. 


At  the  present  day,  when  justice  is  at  least 
done  to  the  dead,  if  not  to  the  living,  hero,  it 
seems  remarkable  that  no  very  complete  or 
comprehensive  memoir  should  exist  of  a  man 
who  was  the,  idol  of  his  time.  Such  is,  how- 
ever, the  fact ;  and  although  there  have  been 
lives  of  this  distinguished  commander  at  \'ariouB 
times  penned,  we  are  still  in  want  of  one  that 


1 


a 


TH8    KARL  OP  STAIR. 

T)m*  family  of  Uitlrymplc  i%  more  particularly 
remarkable  for  having  protluoed  good  and  )«• 
leoted  lawj^ersi  and  able  slatecmeD.  It  wa» 
reiert«d  for  the  subject  of  our  mraioir  to  add 
the  rettovrn  of  high  mililary  attributes  to  his 
familv  name.  Hia  father  was  chieflv  iiatru* 
mental  in  bringing  about  the  Scottish  union ; 
and  nij  find  llu«e  Dalrymples  in  the  commis- 
MOn  upon  that  momeniouK  alTair. 

John  Dalrymple,  second  Earl  of  Stair,  was 
bom  in  1673.  Although  early  intended  for  the 
bar,  be  eiinoed  the  moat  decided  predilection 
for  tlie  [irofession  of  arms ;  and,  yielding  to  his 
trishrs,  the  paternal  care  consigned  him  to  a 
friend  in  Holland,  attached  to  the  court,  of  WiN 
Uam-  Here  he  not  only  attracted  the  notice 
of  that  pHnoe,  but  enjoyed  tlie  far  greater  ad- 
rantuge  of  l>ecotning  a  pupil  to  Cohorn,  the 
oelebraled  engineer ;  nor  did  Itis  military  studies 
interfere  to  ibe  prejudice  of  Uterarj-  pursuits. 

Hia  family  were  amouget  the  early  rcibrroers, 
and  the  dencendanu  equeiUy  distiiigubbed  for 
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ibcir  tMil  in  tfa<>  Prorrtdani  cause.  Th«  ^nd- 
rather  of  Stair,  Sir  John  Dalr>-inplr-,  fiUfd  ikr 
oflBee  of  Lord  Prewilenl  tn  lG7l,^-«n  appdBi- 
ntettf  giwQ  liim  for  his  acknowlMl^nl  ubilriiM 
u  a  ImytT.  la  1682,  his  palnotic  rondiKi  in 
r^eard  to  the  Test  Act  so  ofT^ndml  the  ooun. 
thill  li«  wna  removfs]  rrom  hi^i  office  withMt 
any  cause  being  publicly  assign«d.  Hp  ntind 
to  his  country-houw ;  but  rrceiring  a  hint  thai 
br  vnw  sUU  in  dan^r  of  impriMDment,  wbik 
bis  teaaatA  were  barsMed  as  DOn-canromtistn,  ht 
craned  (o  Holland,  vber^,  in  the  end  of  that 
yrar,  he  printed  ha  PkilofC^tAia  A'oro  Emftr^ 
fMtntaia.  In  I6Sd  he  returned  to  hi*  owl 
country  with  tbc  Prince  of  Orango ;  bol  t* 
ftaiil  to  hare  finrt  taken  the  freedom  to  $ak 
tui  HigboMs  what  b»  true  inleniiono  wnr  in 
goin^  to  England :  to  which  the  Prince  an- 
swvr«d,  that  "  he  designed  the  glory  of  God. 
and  ilko  security  of  tlr  Protestant  religioD*."   H» 


■  Sit  John  ii  itforitJ  U  tiata  mad*  ■■ 
orhte  MTTicM  is  Uw  fUbvlOB  vagiOn  niMMi  i  TBlhH  * 
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was  created  a  Viscount  by  William,  in  1689, 
■Oft  reilored  to  hia  ctuploymenU.  He  died  in 
lG9i,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  BOik 
«.  The  youag  Diilrympte,  inheriting  the  prin- 
oiples  of  liis  father  und  grand«in>,  tittaclied  liint- 
•elf  lo  the  forlunetf  of  William,  wjtli  whom  Iw 
avnvd  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Life  Guard*,  in 
IrelHnd,  during  tho  y«ur  1G9I.  U«  vraa  pro- 
bably employed  in  the  wars  which  the  King 
aftemardii  proneculed  OD  the  continent ;  but 
ther«  ia  Utile  to  guide  us  in  this  particular. 

la  1702  h«.  waa  appointed  a  Lieutenant- 
Coloiwl  of  the  third  Foot  Guard§,  and  §erved 
ju  a  voluiitrer  in  tlie  NcthrrlaniLi.  greatly  di«- 
linguishing  hini*i-lf  at  the  sieges  of  Venloo  and 
Lirgi?.  llv  WW  ihvti  put  upon  the  Stafl'  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  quality  of  Aide-de- 
camp,  wvN  pre»»ot  with  him  at  Blentieim,  ud 
afteroardu  given   the  command  of   the    Scots 

hi*  Tig,  aad  poinlnig  te  kn  boad,  h«  OKUimucI,  "  Though  1 
be  Don  to  the  incaticth  you  of  mine  kgc,  ]-ct  t  un  vilUng  t« 
■MTulp  thU,  and  m;  d*ii  and  (hildraa'*  fortonc  in  (iichftn 

m2 
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',  wken  far  ■» 
^w4.  and   «  Lm- 
^l^^DtaBf.  iB  1710     Br 
1  Kilh  the  wdo- of  ifae  Tlntk. 
,  IB  irCOs,  bam  nsund  by  ite  Qoss. 
Il«fiii(  wneiM  hit  faAir  a.  Eiri  of  Slw, 
tb  dMili  «f  iWt  nnHriiwii  «  i; 
WW  deeted  MK  «r  llv 

aTGfwt 

AUHBffa  Sbir  kdwrib^  as  Innag  bm 
«i(l»  Scaff  of  MarlfaaM^  fcralvw^mbe 
brrr  that  Im  wa»  wan  jmrtioaiaAj  tfar  [n^ 
«f  Priag  Tigiai  Biker af  Uhm «««  |«riKi 
■a  the  art  c^ war;  aa4.  with  iUdfigiaB 
■ad  iimgyiJky,  sacb  at  Stiir'*,  tbe  seeds  ol  fan 
fluiy  edocstiOB  wtn  not  Uvuwd 
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un^aterul  soil :  a  prooT  of  thb  exists  in  the 
brilliant  reputation  whirb  attended  him  tliroogh 
all  the  CDoounten  of  that  clay,  and  the  laurels 
which  grtuxnl  bi»  Agvi  brow  ai  Dottingon. 

Nm'er,  perhaps,  was  there  a  school  so  calcu- 
latexl  to  form  exoelleot  soldiers  in  theory,  aa  that 
which  nras  carried  oil  in  the  Low  Countries  during 
the  early  part  of  the  last  ei^niury,  For  practice, 
the  great  battles  alwve  named,  and  th<!  <lifti,Tcnt 
series  of  succc«rul  operations,  speak  for  tbem- 
iclres.  Forcing  thv  Bavarian  lines  at  Donawerth, 
the  French  near  Naniur,  and  again  tlic  French 
inear  Bouchain,  the  mge*  oT  Deiulcmionde, 
Ghent,  Venloo.  Usie,  Tournay,  and  many  others 
where  the  skill  of  Vauban  required  all  the  coun- 
ter-science of  a  finished  proficient  to  avail,  marked 
the  character  of  the  times,  llic  pawuige  of  the 
Scheldt  must  not,  either,  be  forgotten ;  und,  in 
shortr  in  cTcry  affair  exc«pt  the  bloody  and  in> 
decisive  battle  of  Malplaquet,  where  iIk  hasard 
of  the  attack  was  infinitely  too  great,  the  repu- 
laljon  of  the  allied  gvneraU,  and  particularly  of 
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waA  abaniloned ;  Tor  the  Frv»ci>  pasted  in»tnul 
of  int'esling  a  fortified  place,  and  ibe  forire«f> 
Ml,  of  courw.  Or,  if  litis  lield  out,  it  wsa  of 
little  conMicjucncc,  since  on  iinny  of  occupation 
sal  (lonit  before  it,  wbili;  the  enemy's  ibror  iu 
ttw  field  naa  »«paniled  and  amiucd  by  the 
oderit}'  of  Napoleon,  and  thus  beaten  in  detail. 
NumberB,  also,  olWn  miuitcml  skill,  and  the 
rarldcss  sacrifice  of  column  after  column,  made 
the  wished-for  impression,  wticn  the  master-mind 
of  Napoleon  was  brought  into  play,  and  com* 
pleled  the  victory. 

The  school,  then,  in  which  Stair  was  initiated 
was  one  of  ttieory,  in  the  lionds  of  professors 
who  luicw  to  apply  most  perfectly  thinr  ruliM  to 
practice,  anil  who  were  also  aware  of  the  itecee- 
xily  of  niix:ting  their  oppoDcnts  with  one  par- 
ticular system.  The  disadvantages  and  vexa- 
tions undor  wliicb  the  Ouk«  laboured,  from  the 
mtractable.  uncertain,  or  phlegmatic  iiileqw- 
sitioiu  and  delays  of  the  allies,  it  ts  not  our»  to 


I 
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nwry  social  qualification  moat  polite  and  iimia* 
blv.  tits  smile  was  truly  faftcinating ;  and,  iu> 
dM»I,  Iw  had  a  countenance  so  full  of  sweetnew. 
that  one  could  iiot  but  admire  ood  love  him  the 
moomit  lie  appeared." 

In  treating  of  his  political  career,  we  Bhall  be 
a»  cotKiM.-  ae  pasiiible. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  ivars  of  Marlborough. 
be  showed  no  diaiaclination  to  enter  iaUi  ihe 
ilruggles  tf  th«  period ;  but  although  tw  look 
a  decided  lioe  in  ihe  porformaiice  of  hia  parlia* 
meotary  duties,  he  disdained  the  tliraldoni  of 
a  leader  ia  opposition,  as  well  as  itie  domination 
of  a  minister.  His  conscience  was  uufeUon-d  as 
his  vote,  and  he  could  never  be  brought  lo  sacri- 
6oe  the  one  lo  the  other  at  the  call  of  party,  lei 
who  might  stand  at  the  Iwim  of  the  state.  From 
Marlborough  lie  differed  in  this,  that  whereas 
tbe  Dukr,  although  the  head  of  tlie  Whigs,  yel 
by  all  the  means  in  bis  power  aided  the  cause 
of  the  Pretender.  Stair,  whose  family  was  de- 
voted  to  tbc  Protestant  ascendancy,  never  retted 
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I  blW,  tkmc  li«n  lin^  ti>  do  ■ 
•»  I  ua  btiinit  pnmlxl  ihis 
•f^mg  Uw  npuUlnu  lleKhr*  of 
fall,  npmi  the  pntwiui  Tnaiy 

NlvtOieu  piDMplM.    He  ■ 

MticU.  (adMIMTMl  lo  p 

•l«M.  *«  Balkn  to  Mrnd  it. 
■nlMan  of  «■!■  from  |;ihng 
•«d  lo  KTMi  ilw  paopla  rnxn  Ij 
bft  ^  a>it  luri«K  iritwd  «^l 
Mpiwd  Uul  -  U  «M  no  WMia 
h»l  ucfa  ni  Ml  tub«Mtod,&U 

CMB  h*  had  ia  Uu  miwent  of  G 
•few  lk»  nrolitliae  .••—Smt.JtM,  tx 
Tfci*  ta  tlinoir  hagtuff*.  ud  . 
jwibr « •nj'^lr  Aflitied  la  Uiat  in 
low»rfi  Mir  Ewl.  TW  pflitin  of 
■atwdcd  a  k  fnBifaafiM  afhta  I 
pnMMiM  lit  uikcUag  klBwir  ■ 
tr^ct,  ta  afleMuaM,  diMB(  Itw  i 

MO.  u  th«  oM  teiM  imUiwaal 
•huvttl.  thgugk  May  enrnplo*  m 

IWBanM  dnw  thai  •  ■ ,     -r  _:. 
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In  tho  IfltUr  eiut  of  Qiin-n  Anne'a  reign,  ^ir 
op])osc(l  ilip  me&Burca  or  the  Court,  and  was,  tor 
the  first  time,  deprived  of  liU  regiment;  btit  oii 
ihe  accKsion  of  G*orge  I,  he  was  restored  to 
the  iMRnmand.  mode  a  lord  of  llie  bed-chambei-, 
and  ■worn  of  thf  prUy  council.  As  the  Fixnich 
KiDff  wad  aaid  to  protract  the  demolition  of 
Dunkirk,  and  to  liavc  failed  tn  Htoppiiig  tbe 
progresiH  of  the  canal  of  Mardyke,  ariiclvx 
agiwd  to  in  the  treaty  of  Utrpcht,  Prior  the 
poet,  thcii  ambassador  (o  VersaiUos,  reucivLtl 
orders  to  present  a  niemorUl  to  hasten  Ibeir 
fulfilment.  The  answer  which  he  rtweiiiMl  being 
deemed  ei{uiiocal,  this  mtiiiatt^r  wa«  reeuUiil, 
and  tlic  Earl  of  Stair  sent  in  bis  room,  w\to 
prtMitcuted  tlie  affair  with  uncommon  vigour*^ 
$0  earnestly,  indeed,  did  he  insisl  on  tliv  per- 
foTmaoce  of  thevc  agreements,  and  itoiiulignant 
was  he:  at  the  want  of  faith  dbplayed  by  the 

Bprighl  Uld  palriolic  i  or  •turner  hii  policj  «u  *idBcient)y 
deaf  Old  Burked  to  admit  of  hii  tiiliiHiiL 

*  Sinolklt.iol.  ii.p,302. 
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And  Commons  to  uodersland  thnt  hv  had  con- 
Miluted  ■•  his  beloved  son,  the  Prinee  of  WaUv," 
guiirdian  of  ihc  kingdom  in  his  absence.  Tht 
Oiikfl  of  Argylv,  who  had  bt«ii  a  strenuous 
supporler  of  George,  and  through  whom,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  Monarch  owed  hi^  pea<»Ablv 
acoesaion  to  (ho  throne,  and  the  extinction  of  the 
Scottish  rebellion,  was  non-,  through  theinfiuenoe 
of  party  zval,  disgraced  and  di.«mi«»i'd  from  nil 
hi!i  emplojrm«ntB,  Gi^neivl  Carponior  auec^ing 
him  ht  the  command  of  the  forces  in  North 
Britain. 

In  July  the  King  left  Gravesend,  and,  land- 
ing in  Holland,  passed  incognito  to  Hanoicr. 
His  object  was  to  secure  his  GermDn  dominions 
from  the  Swede,  and  Great  Britain  from  tlie 
PretMider.  ThoM  two  prince*  had  already 
begun  to  fonn  a  design,  in  conjunction,  of  tn- 
tading  the  kingdom.  He  knew  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  was  resolved  td  ascend  the  throne  of 
Pmnoc,  in  case  the  young  King,  a  Mii-kly  rhild, 
•hould  (liv  without  male   issue.      Ute  Regent 
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WW  not  ignorant  of  \*hiUp  of  Spaun's  vtew*,  ^u 

we  have  already  suSiciratljr   rccmtnled  in  tlir 

fowgotlig  tale ;  and  he  was  glad  of  an  oppor- 

tunity  to  slrcngthdi  tus  interest  by  an  alUaiKr 

with  tlie  two  gnmt  maritime  pownn,  EnglanI 

and    Holland.      A   Degoualion   was    thx-n-raiT 

rarricd  forwanl  to  this  rflTcct  by  General  Cailo- 

Ijaa  (or  Euglaod,  Uie  Prnsloitary  lleinuiu  for 

(be  States-general,  and  the  Abbe   Diibou  Ibr 

Fratice*.     Tlic   Regent  readily  complied  aith 

all  tlioir  deninnds. 

•  The  Abta  m*  tb«  MB  of  a  poai  tpotbtot;  at  Ibttck  ■ 
tJmtaan,  kod  hning  gaoA  Htural  lalwta,  vbaeh  wcn  nkm- 
Uf  tahiiMcd.  md  ■  tr/  ibamtic  uxl  pliaal  diaptaaoi^  b« 
bKBiM) i*l«  ts  (k*  Dm 4> CtMitm,  aActwudi  Tiliii,  lat 
ttltiauHtij  paam  tmauttt  of  FiaMc  Ili*  ipvst  ■mhiliM  «m 
«0«iial  BiclalWuBid  HwMia  la  wpiiMi.iiii  bol,  tkoo^ 
gilbnl  nUiant;  tw  fualiij  ItiM  fli«M  nn  nqr  h«*«  (m- 
wand.  be  m  dcfidvni  u)  iba  pMlsr  BlthboU*  bj  «hkb  tbt| 
■wai  iiHtieuUdf  KidulaM.  dmiaguklwd, 

Th*  fcWwrit  b  fi«a  St.  Siaoa,  who  wn,  bomrw,  alvtfi 
hiabiINf  «a«B]r;  rad  iTlbcn  ircK  iwl  oihdnidRien  of  fan 
bcM^  "k  al.  I*  mrfnmUt  Oatou"  UkU  h*  U])a  Iub,  n 

■houUticth*  luBlcrtiaMB)'*'^  *■'"'<*"*  " '-°'  ''^•"  **F* 
lb*  Duke,  -  £M.r  ■■  fMtimmmrwmgTW.  ffii/.a  MM  */;«M. 
71m  Aa  cvH.  JaftrJUit,  /Munor,  /a  Jd  ■«  t«,  f««liih.«,  /a 
ittrjtatunr,  (HiteMiairt  a  And  (M  ^fiBcarmM  A>  laelkv. 


AAiT  the  mnclusioa  of  ihis  triplu  olliunn,  it 
was  resolrrd  to  ttmA  Lonl  Stair  once  more  to 

V  PKataijyiMfii'd  nitr  iffrvnlfmt*!,  ftOMl  prit  tar  I*  fait.  Mat- 
yti  1(4  b^ywfmtnt  fin-tiff t  imjuf^  1/  gi'lail  oecotitmirkr,  po^r  f 
4vttMr  If  Itmpt  de  penitrrr  In  autrtttaanantrtQIM  tnttntrtitt, 
tit,  MUiitiiiTiiir.  riwriif  /<■>/  mtmJtfr,  i>  liinf  ct/a  nVaf  ilf 
oiirir  a  far  twr  /nwtit  iff  fommrfi  ijm  Im  l-yrloit  dt  taat  la 

Siiaan  slSiint  lk»'  lliu  AliW  iHnit  CvUuaan'*  |ilul  ttam 
car  Burnt,  •  con*[>ir*lcc.  wliu  Iwlnyril  it  to  him  ^Vllen  thii 
nwa  dumtd  ■  itward  fbr  hii  uitrlligeim>  Duboii  thiu  ■£• 
MMadlim-.— "HHTefwIheiaipudcimto  wktueh  •  thing  F 
You  whoK  BMount  at  m^  aii<aiaa  to  Bnjflaod  a  luch  a  com- 
{■ILeatitin  of  uijiiriei  aud  livi  ^  Brgooe  1  thii  ri-ry  g-uctle  that 
1  haM  in  taj  huicl  would  be  (liducin  unaugh  la  h&ri){  jou, — 
yiNi  •!•  loo  hupp)'  to  «Mape  the  tord  I''  Adolhri  iciriiuiit  layi 
that  ihM  Abl4  ilnnr  it  fnRti  ■  mittnn  of  UtIeaiM,  1a  Filkdi. 
■ho  hwl  diwmvrad  it  tn  Itu  RpgenI  a  dijr  «  two  bdol*.  but 
l*Ut  liK  tovk  no  notinc  of  il.  AnolhiT  f^ri  il  to  Loid  St«u ; 
lull  oVfTy  iDdU  ID  Pari*  piubiblgr  gnic  tbt  pwCiculu  *ut«Kn  «l 
th«  iftiir  iImi  bmt  pl»<cd  him. 

On  the  ik'iiih  or  the  Aichtiiihop  of  Parii,  Uuboii,  thea  only 
u  Ablii.  IwliIIy  (jikcil  the  R<|[eat  Tac  thu  vMoocy.  *■  Th 
iAv4niJ)iM  /"  axdainwd  Ih*  Prince ;  ■■  (f  fiii  dbt*)  mAnwiif 
It  f»<Tt  friin  r*  N««<ith»l**i,  h«  litvd  la  viur  •  csnlinai'i 
h<t- 

tl>  i>  Mid  Id  hwt  arniwil  (k'ur^  I.  *nd  thi>  PiFtcmlFi  irilh 
Itii-  like  pn>(niioTi>  to  i»<li,  prumiBng  one  that  hii  enemy 
ttwuld  t«  lirpt  haimleu.  and  thu  othnt  that  be  diuultl  wKa 
i«l^in  the  Ihronc  at  hi*  ■nC'^iin. 

Thc«(ciweeniu|{  ■•■utj  of  tho  Cardinal  numl  ba  death. 
JU  a  mu«  at  the  htiuwtwiil  Itajpa  'ax  chow  to  ap^ai  oa 
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VowUb,  wbm  be  b^  the  foa  of 
f1eiii|iBr>nti»y.     Of  bb   pedect  fitosB 


tlMfv  u  DM  a  lioubt ;  h»  | 
nay  iiimii«r.  Ins  wit,  hu  Bccofapluiicd 
bm  tibenlity,  and  oogiBfieencc, — oil  wm 
M  imssdy  to  ulu!    wiUi  h»   Urd^ 
aad  Im  milinrw  to  wisp,  with  mar 
AilL  llw  bftiutate  flccMiooB  tfau  '■*"«f"  thr 
ia  tna  way,  WA  iw  regret  m  Uie  p»n  of 
er  MmHter,  ibst  the  Earl  Ind  faMB 
al  tfaa  Fraa^  Conn. 

n*c  ikaD  pas  onr  thh  poiod.  aad  nnvlj 
obMm.  tbit,   aUowieg    tor  a   bnk 
oolooriog,  tba  Monn-  of  CcUamarr't 
M  Hated  to  ban  been  ude  oearlv  nodpr  il 
oODB  ciicanistaBCc*  a*  tboae  relatnl  in  "  Vi 
wiih  tluf   didTmac* — that  the  two 
aad  il»  true  Sir  Joseph  Uod|^.  wbo 
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ibr  an  English  nobleman,  were  overtaken  near 
Poictirre  itutceul  of  Cli vtrea. 

The  hoslilities  wilh  Spain,  following  the  traDii* 
actions  vhich  are  truly  and  historically  detailed 
in  thp  novel,  ceased  after  a  short  warfare.  Dur- 
ing this  there  had  bcoii  fought  a  naval  engagp- 
menl,  redoumling  rouch  to  the  honourof  Admiral 
Byngi  as  did  all  hU  imn«aricd  ogwrations  in  the 
Meditcmnciin,  under  very  per|>lexing  circum- 
slanccs,  ivhere  be  had,  in  the  early  part,  to  act 
u]>on  his  own  responsibility,  and  was  l«ft  in 
doubt  whctlicr  ho  would  be  borno  out  by  the 
country  in  the  constnidions  he  might  put  upon 
hia  orderfl.  liiformation  of  tho  Spanish  Ani1>a»- 
sador  at  the  Hague  liarltig  al  length  signed  the 
quadruple  alliance,  was  received  by  bini,  through 
the  Earl  of  Suir,  from  Paris. 

During  Stair's  intMion  to  Paris  an  occurrence 
took  place  which,  though  grounded  on  a  very 
trifir,  fumishcd  conrcraation  for  a  week  amongst 
all  the  gossips  of  the  court;  and  in  the  perJrd 
line  drawn  by  the  Earl,  with  his  just  conccp- 


1 

HH                     that  'f^^^^f  wbicb  taa~n 
HH                         ^artUmsSp  of  bis  cotintr] 
HH                         idly,  in  form  as  well  as  subi 
HH                          7'1h)  Prince  dc  Ccnii  m 
HH                         luooy  to  thv  Karl,  Lord  S 
^|H                         eourt-jard,  preceded  him  x 
^|H                         fuiteuil,  and,  in  a  nord,  n 
^|H                         itiv  propriety  of  court  rule* 
^|l                       the  Earl  attended  liim  to  t] 
^|H                         Mjura,  «iul  vniilnT  till  he  i 
^|l                         was  reiuroed.     The  Prince  1 
^^H                         sador  at  the  bead  of  the  sta 
^m                          uluii  he  had  sKPiuled,  and 
^|H                         On  departing,  the  Priiice  d 
^^H                         tti«   miTM  place  vrlicre   he 
^^1.                      "  (M^errv,"  eakl  be.  "  thai 
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lo  the  Prioot,  lo  the  effrct,  that  the  nt^xl 
tinw  he  had  the  honour  of  a.  visit  from  hira,  he 
slwuld  rcccirc  hin  Koy«l  Hightu>!»  in  u  MmiUir 
manner;  and  thai  till  such  had  been  done,  htt 
could  not  an^  more  call  on  the  Prince,  unless 
he  cKpressed  his  intention  of  paying  him  the 
mtaa  ttonount  lu  those  he  had  himself  recei^'oil. 
■  The  Prince  coiiiphiiucd  to  the  Urgent ;  but 
I^>rd  Stair  was  inflexible,  and  refused  to  vlwl 
him  til)  he  had  instructions  from  his  own  (jO- 
vecnment.  This  did  not  settle  the  point  for 
three  or  four  months ;  wfien  the  Bntiith  Amha»- 
mdor  being  ordi-red  to  conform  to  the  rules  of 
ihtt  French  Court,  the  Prince  made  the  first 
vUit.  and  was  recnveil  as  usual. 

The  intelligence  from  time  to  time  which  tlie^ 
English  Government  obtained  of  the  Pn!tcnd«r's 
movements  from  this  wulchful  an<l  wary  Mints- 
Ivr,  was  of  immense  importance  to  George,  in 
the  precaution  which  he  was  thus  enabled  lo 
take  for  the  wcctirity  of  his  throne*. 

*  The  Duko  of  St.  Sioion.  with  liifiDite  Doocbiiuicci  i>- 
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Wink  Stair  wu  pcriocming  bii 

dutim  ftbmd.  tbe  tiaw  of  Lords  and  Conuoi 

wi*  taken  np  al  booe  nilh  Um  waitmaA  d 

SeadiiAtalBBn;  and  itbatemoi  tbe  tnartnalau 

Older  wwe  ditly  aad  aigbtly  carried  oa  «idi 

all  Um  rebaBMnce  ef  panj  spirit.     A  biil  n> 

btou^  in  by  the  Duke  of  SomanK  to  nstrao 

the  Cnnm  bum  excittag  uqr  further  the  prenfv 

tiw  oTcnaliDg  peer^  md  to  alter  the  mieai  with 

McMbttiaMil  luniikM  mmI  UjuikM  KbH»Bfc  nfi^ 
la  bfd  Stsiiv  *lio«  ha  bai  wciaad  <f  Moallj  tiiwiriinj 
ptui  hr  Mniiinitiiig  tha  Fnttodar-  Wa  «■;  laiim  ' 
IMw  to  hM  knom  illk  or  tk»  ckwKto  rf  «n 
>i«bwiiil»,  Df  n  Mf  wypoia  thai  tlM  (mo  into 
thr  Vutwwtalmal  routt  ludtha  dbtt  af  naiB(  j 
l«tn4«fan]it'>iaidt9»^tatltabMMMol'Oitea'%l 
bal  ••  caaaol  bm  Ikai  thU  mum  Lacd  Suii  «■•  tin  n- 
I  aad  iollMai  Mrod  of  IW  mi^lc  Prian  om*lB  o 
•Md  |tet  Um  aB^lirt  4tipi«  «f  fanlMwnr  ■  m 

Of  ■  piece  Willi  lUi  vmj  bt  irckniDd  Ihe  aid  rfavj  af  a  I 
Qaaqt*  Steif  «M]fW(  U*  liab>d  of  tba  aaiarti  w  &•  m  I 
lur*  pcribnncd  Ibe  tMCutioari'i  put  madtej,  at  Ifaedatk] 
CSiarlrt  I.    Thta  ridinloai  bble  vu  Inmipcd  op  in  a  "  i 
^  JMWW  Stmt*,"  aaj^  tba  FiMck  M«o«tf  &«mi  «Ueb  iti 
Ukro,  f  rlstfd  W  1743.  and  roy  Kortt,  aa  atam^  ^  tin  i 
fifm  vXl  v4>rJ(  if  ina  tvayAr  ^  ly  Mr  £m^( /m>jy .'     Th>~ 
maj  IvAdMBu  !•  wali  ksovn  la  iMra  fe«M  eu  Uagb  fdo^ 
-lu  aM  te  BarUdixa.  1671. 
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to  Scottish  pwrs  that  had  bei-n  agreed 
OB  At  the  L'oioD.  This  was  intended,  uot  aa 
a  tie  upon  the  King,  but  as  a  rostraint  upon 
the  Prince  of  Walce,  tlicn  at  fariancv  with  th^ 
MittiitUy-  The  motion  was  supported  by  the 
Duke  of  Ai^'le.  and  opposed  by  Lord  Oxford ; 
but  the  rirulpDce  nilh  which  senators  assailed 
each  other  in  cither  house  pro\Ttl  that  tbe 
quation  h«re,  as  in  almost  every  other  dispute, 
was  not  whether  the  measure  proposed  was 
iidvantAgcous,  or  tlut  contrary,  to  the  state,  but 
whvtlH-r  the  Whig  or  Tory  intcrert  shouhl  pre- 
dominate in  parliament.  George  the  First  died, 
and  Stair  was  recalled  from  France. 

Now  was  the  lime  of  the  South  Sea  infatua- 
tion, and  of  the  adventurer  I^aw,  who  nearly 
ruin«d  France  with  his  Missis»ippian  scheme. 

"  This  IS,  of  all  otiicrs,"  says  Smollett,  "  the 
mo«l  unliivourahle  era  for  an  historiiui.  A  reader 
of  sentiment  and  im^nation  cannoA  be  enter- 
tained or  interested  by  a  dry  detail  of  such  trans- 
actions as  admit  of  no  warmth,  no  colouring,  no 
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etnbellUhmeDi,^ — a  detail  whi<ih  servn  only  (o 
pxhibit  aa  unptrosing  picture  of  taatelMS  tkv 
and  mmu  ilrgen«rary."  Taking  ntcb  a  Uat. 
although  not  profcMing  the  crnft  of  an  htMoriaJi. 
and,  with  ilie  knowledge  (tuit  the  echmm  of 
avarice  and  cuptdiiy.  nhich  lured  ko  nanr  to 
their  rain  at  this  !«a.«on,  wvrr  here  to  bv  unckr- 
tdood,  the  compiler  of  this  lioticv  lakes  ttie  ooca- 
aion  to  mtrlcap  a  (cw  uninKTMling  jTSra,  tn 
vrbicb  I<ord  Stair  was  alternately  tii  larour  and 
di.t^race  at  rourt,  for  the  political  part  he  playtd. 
His  hours  of  rctircDK-nt  were  spent  in  Scotla&d, 
as  he  loved  to  exjHwn  himseif,  "  nt  his  plough." 
iraprortiig  tm  land:*,  and  broeding  bis  grey  f^al- 
lomiys.  He  was  not  perhaps  without  some  am- 
bition to  be  ihougbl  a  C>ncinnatu«,  quite  ready 
to  devote  hinurlf  to  hi*  rountry's  nnricr,  nther 
in  the  aenate  or  tbo  field,  wbenerer  »lte  really 
stood  in  iwctl.  He  had  Ixwn  liberal  of  his  purw 
as  his  pt^rcoii,  in  aup|>ortlii|;  the  uilere»t  of  ibr 
Crown;  but  when  tfonsdeoce  would  not  pennil 
him  to  I'ole  with  the  Ministry,  be  was  invariably 
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obnoxious  to  smnc  mark  of  rojai  or  mmtst«ria) 
displeasure.  . 

In  1733*  Stijiir  rotumcd  from  Warsaw,  where 
he  had  for  some  lime  rvitided  as  Anihiuemdor  at 
the  court  of  Au^stua  11. +■  *bo  died  in  this 
year;   and   p»rlianipntHry    Eucccpdcd    to  diplo- 

*  Tbcra  ■■  icreal  perplexity  of  dal»  H  to  lliit  cmbui)'  i 
FiWKh  accomili  gi'int;  it  I  TOD,  ahcn  Stair  VM  taking  toima 
bomlbcrn  in  tbc  K cUicrlaadi ;  mhcn  I7II>1S[  tnd  uioUwr 
M  mboT*. 

t  The  grtat  tlccngtli  of  Auj^Iui  ii  veil  kuoira;  Dcithvr 

n*nl  Uic  »tory  of  Ihc  bor»(-«hi«  \>r  liiriJ  rvpi'atod:  thvie  m 
■nothrr  anMilolc  lold  of  hitn,  which  ii,  howwviv,  iiul  groirttttj 
kuiwa.  On  a  tnrtain  occoiioD  of  hia  hpaoutin^  tbo  Amtia*' 
•■doc  with  hii  cooipanjr.  he  took  up  b  ailvvr  pUtt  that  \aj 
btfon  hitn  on  the  dinDct-lablii,  and  fuUtil  il  flat  iii  luru,  at 
(•tily  ai  if  it  had  bvvn  s  abMt  of  l«»d;  thou  initn«(liat«ly 
■pologiivd  for  bi>  lemjKinrjr  til  of  aliMrim. 

The  King  of  I'»Und  had  a  medal  atcuck,  with  t)w  Sgun  at 
a  SoulNman  un  the  olmtH,  nn'l  a  i*urd  uii  tho  nivorar,  with 
Itii*  (nlttt<^— /(J  lantlfpi  tH^yp/nhn,  to  ailuniun  fo  thfr  uncommon 
•tr*ii(^h  of  a  Hi;i;lilBiid  Mrvaot  of  Ihn  Earl'ii.  aud  th«  HCrl- 
liml  Xjamyti  <if  the  bladi>,  which  hi'  Inml  duutJv^-a  fitat  that 
Aucuttva  <r«t  unable  to  pcrfonn  with  hi«  own. 

Rtaii  iur<l  tu  kImIo  ut  Ihe  King'a  ikill  in  bunting,  Ihttl  be 
■iNili)  atiik*  iM  tho  head  of  ■  c1v«i,  whilu  in  iiumiil,  at  one 
Mow.  Bt  d««larad  Ibat  h«  prtfrnwl  th*  ilag-faunl*  and 
boiitcnnu  iporti  al  Wanav  tu  all  Ihw  f^lantrjr  and  aniu»» 
maiili  uf  Vi-nulltv,  in  <(>nil»riag  tlw  pleatriina  of  IbcM  em- 


by  the  oKh 

1b  the  mnoo  of  1 
•ad  LordCoblutn  bJ 
n^HBb  far  TOting  ii 
^  KfaiticuUr  qocM 
far  u  AtUnaH  u  iIm 
C*cwuil]r  plMuvd  to 

iiiea,ud  mlaa  mtne» 
Tlik  prapoattlnji  tvjt 
tMcmwhicfa  ibr  Dulu 
two  lordt  hMl  bem  re 
div  ^tl  lost  bis  cuDiau 
jmijoltht  Setatish 

mt^  Willi  thm  VUiM 


THB  KARL  or   STADL 


t 


sevCTal  attempts  ven  madt  by  the  lord*  jn  op- 
poaitioD,  to  pre«<ent  Tor  llMt  future  the  miniglcrtBl 
iadumce  rrom  extending  ilMlf  to  the  etwiions  of 
Nortl)  Brit&h). 

Two  motions  for  this  purpose  were  made  by 
the  Earl  of  Marchmoai  and  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, and  sustained  by  tlio  Earl*  of  Chester- 
field, Winchebea,  and  Stair,  Lord  Cart«nii,  and 
othors.  Tbey  were  opposed  by  the  Dukes  of 
NewcaaUe  and  Argj-Ie.  The  question  being 
put  on  both,  tliey  irere  defeated ;  and  Lord  Stair 
was  deprired  of  his  regiment  of  dragooDs,  after 
hanng  performed  the  most  signal  services  to  the 
Royal  Family,  and  exhausted  hia  fortune  in  the 
rapport  of  their  dignity  and  welfare. 

Id  this  year,  1734,  was  published  a  remark- 
able e<lict  in  Franot,  commanding  all  British 
subjects,  not  actually  in  employment,  from  the 
af«  of  eighteen  to  fifty,  to  quit  the  kingdom  in 
fiAceo  days,  or  enlist  in  Irish  regimenU,  on  paia 
of  being  treated  aa  ngabonda,  and  sent  to  tbi 
filtejw.    This  edict  wu  executed  with  the  oU 
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■mH  figoor.  Hw  priMfM  of  Pari*  wtrt  crovdrd 
vHh  the  tubjccU  of  Great  Britain,  who  wnv 
■■tpriwd  mod  cul  off  from  all  comtnuninlMo 
with  their  frinub,  and  raun  hate  prrbhed  bj 
eold  am)  faiin^.  had  lh«y  not  bera  relieved  bjr 
the  aftire  cfaariir  of  the  JaaMaiMs. 

Thii  ■•  of  a  piaee  with  the  aboininalile 
of  NspeleoD,  who  made  d^lenut  of  our  cou: 
men  without  a  shadow  of  pretenoc  Tor  such  an 
arbitrary  nwanire,  and  in  return  for  whieh  w« 
wero,  with  i)ie  good  nature  and  earn'  iundnoM  of 
Englidiiiien,  fo  hare  preTented  hini  from  going 
to  St.  Helena ! 

Tbe  dignitj:  of  (he  British  nation  had  indeed 
wnk  in  the  eatimatton  of  France,  since  the  days 
in  which  Stair  hsid  fommanded  such  r«t]>ecl  for 
h.  LonlWaldrgraTV,  then  minister  at  VeraaillM, 
made  vigorous  remonstrances,  and  tlie  priaooera 
were  reloaaed,  while  a  sceood  edict  explainsd 
I  away  the  former  one;  but  nich  a  proeeeding 
ahould  have  been  timely  prevented. 

The  parliamentary  proceedings  of  ihia  period 
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are  enough  lo  diti^M  and  dishearten;  and  we 
can  but  lanwot  that  such  eloquence  a*  was 
displayed  by  the  oppoution  in  both  houses, 
should  hare  been  tarnuhed  with  the  charge 
of  factious  motives  in  ila  impulse,^ — a  char^ 
for  which  it  is  to  be  feared  there  was  oAen  but 
100  miK-b  ground.  From  this  imputation  we 
must  defend  tlte  Earl  of  Stair;  lu,  in  crery 
Mtive  part  Ik  took,  his  heart  was  guided  by 
a  wish  for  the  good  of  hia  country,  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  crown,  the  liberty  and  well-being 
of  the  subject,  and.  in  a  word,  the  entire  pre- 
aervation  of  th<-  Britiiih  constitiitioa. 

In  1736  died  the  great  military  preceptor 
of  Lord  Stair,  Prince  Eugene;  leaving  behind 
him  the  character  of  an  iurincible  hero  and 
politician.  He  was  not  long  survired  by  Count 
Staremberg.  another  Imperial  general,  who 
raoluxl  next  to  the  Prince  in  reputation  as  a 
■otdier.  Now  followed  the  days  of  Broglio 
and  Belleisle,  of*  the  great  Frederick,  and  of 
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LofWalpole. 
Tbe  Otdte  of  Argjfe  wai  gratified  viih  the 
of  the  armj; — the  Ear)  of  Wilming- 
•oa  bacainea  lord  «f  tbe  Treanuy^  Lonl  Car- 
irfFt.  Secntarj  of  Stale;  Mr.  Saodjrs.  Cban- 
wQor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  the  kie  mioister, 
wbo  acquiUrd  hiiBaeir  tntb  such  admirable 
laci    aa    to    throw    the    popular    odium    from 
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hinuetr  to  those  who  had  opposed  him,  was 
raiswl  lo  ihe  peerage  by  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Orford. 

The  Ditke  of  Ar^lo  was  soon  disgusted  with 
the  turn  nfTuire  were  tttklng,  and,  disappoiDted  in 
his  expeclittions  of  the  cooUtioii  of  disconlcnted 
Whlgi,  with  those  of  the  Whigs  who  had  held 
office,  and  the  old  patriots,  he  rcHigned  liis  com- 
mandj*,  and  waa  Niicce<>ded  by  Ihe  Garl  of  Stair, 
who  became  a  Reld-Marshal,  and  was  appointed 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  the  Stat«)>-Oe^ 
neral. 

The  reconciliation  between  the  King  and  tlie 
Prince  of  Wales  that  followed  this  change,  cjiii»ed 
great  rejoicings  throughout  the  country  ;  while 
the  political  enemies  in  parliament  met  hand  in 
hand,  and  all  former  heart-burnings  appeared 
forgotten.  But  this  harmony  was  of  abort 
duration-  It  soon  appeared  that  those  who 
had  declaimed  loudest  for  the  liberties  of  their 
couDtry,  were  actuated  by  the  most  sordid,  and 
nfn  the  most  ridiculous,  motii'es  of  sclf-intere^it. 
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Bul  it  is  time  to  quit  xiw  Rvii  of  home  polities, 
•Ikd  follon  Lord  Slair  in  bis  diplomatic  and 
warlike  negotiations  upoD  the  continent. 

Haring  already,  in  Villicrs,  suiBciently  set 
forth  ,th«  state  of  continental  afliurs,  it  would 
only  serve  to  lire  the  reader  did  we  go  oter 
the  •ante  ground,  The  various  Frencli  grncraU 
having  m«t  with  signal  defeats  and  disasters, 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  suffered  them  not  to  rest, 
or  to  acquire  npw  force ;  but,  exerting  all  her 
energy,  called  upon  her  allies  to  make  head 
against  the  common  enemy.  The  gallantry  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  too  wrll  spcotidcd 
by  his  mania  for  conlinental  wurfare,  to  allow 
him  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  this  appeal.  He 
informed  the  parliament  that  a  peaci;  had  hcrti 
concluded  between  tlie  Queen  of  Hungary  and 
ibe  King  of  Prussia  through  his  means,  and 
that  the  late  successes  of  the  Austrian  arms  were 
in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  generous  a»utt- 
ance  of  the  BrilUh  nation.  The  session  of  1742 
ended   by  a   grant   of  five   hundred   thousaiKl 
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pounds  to  Hrr  HungAriui  Majt^ty,  and  \he 
King,  molritig  lo  make  «  powrrfut  divenioo 
in  ibe  Netherlaada,  an  anny  of  sixte^o  thousand 
men  ma  forthwith  order**!  for  ombarkiition,  of 
which  ibie  coounand  was  gitvo  to  Lord  Suir. 

Tikpeo  troops,  to  which  wfne  added  six  thou- 
■and  HM»ian«  sik]  Hanov«riiu».  encamped,  in 
OctolxT,  near  Brussels.  The  Earl  rv^ired  to 
Gfa^nt,  a  tmdy  of  Aoatrians  was  assembled,  and 
it  MToed  that  a  blow  was  about  to  be  struck ; 
bat  the  waxon  being  adTmDced,  the  army  moivd 
into  winter-quarters,  ibe  Austrians  reliriag  to 
I.uxnnbourg.  liic  English  and  [leisaians  re- 
naining  in  Flanders,  and  the  Hanovcriana 
marching  to  th*^  rouRty  of  Lirgr,  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  lo  the  bishop's  proti:«tul)on. 

We  know  not  that  t)ie  commandor  of  the 
Briti»h  is  lo  be  blamed  for  this  latter  arrange- 
raenL  The  Sintcs-Cipnoral  had  made  a  coa! 
sidenble  augnientattoa  to  tlicir  forces  by  sea 
and  land ;  but  nolwilhAlanding  the  rrpeated 
instances  of  Lord  Stair,  they  resolred  lo  ad- 
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bere  to  their  original  syalem  of  orulTAUty. 
They  dreaded  the  neighbwirliood  gf  tiic  Fn-ncfa ; 
uul  thcj  were  far  from  being  plGaKd  al  »«ciiig 
th«  English  get  footiog  ia  the  Xetberlands*. 

War  iriih  Spuin  continued  with  very  lilllr 
crc<lit  to  the  English  arms :  the  brilliant,  but 
unimporliint,  achie^'enwnt  of  Porto  Bcllo  liud 
bwD  tucccedf^d  by  the  deplorable  expedition  lo 
CarthagenA,  where  we  can  but  lament  (hui  90 
much  blood  and  so  many  galltint  spiriu  irere 
vainly  >wrili(Td  to  the  disagreement  and  cul* 
poble  tiusRianageineot  of  thv  two  cliieb.  Had 
tlic  lamented  Cathcart  lived,  the  expedition 
might  liave  had  u  far  dilTeriiit  re»ul(. 

Vemou  and  Wciilworth  thought,  howeii'er, 
tlial  tlic  eoimtry  would  expect  something  glo- 
rious at  their  hands  af\er  such  a  signal  failure  -, 
ihiiy  therefore  planned  a  new  undertaking,  tlie 
capture  of  Panama.  But  the  rainy  and  sickly 
MMOn  coming  on  when  they  reaclM>d  Porlo 
Bello,  on  their  way  thither,  they  culled  a  couiuil 
•  SiDallotl. 
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lh«  iitlensts  6f  nanovcr  were  oonm-ctod  wilh  all 
Europe :  with  iliese  arguments  he  aoolhnl  his 
maater,  and  opened  a  wi<ler  field  to  hia  own 
ambition.  The  inlolorable  taxes,  the  poverly, 
the  ruineid  commerce  of  the  country,  the  iniqtijty 
of  a  Btanding  army,  votes  of  credit,  and  foreign 
oonoeclioiM  upon  which  he  had  so  often  ex- 
paiiali-d,  were  now  ovrrlooked  or  forgotten.  He 
Bet  tbe  power  of  Prance  at  defiiincr,  ami  us  if 
Gnat  Britab  had  felt  no  distress,  but  teemed 
wilh  treasure  wliieh  slie  could  not  ol)>erwiw 
employ,  he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a 
rasli  and  desperute  hand,  in  purchasing  beg- 
garly allies  and  maintaining  mercenary  annie*. 
la  itddtlion  to  tlie  national  clamours  about 
the  DiiscoDducl  of  the  Went  Indian  warfure,  there 
were  not  a  few  voices  raised  against  the  German 
predilections  of  the  King,  and  the  entertaining 
in  ttie  pay  of  England  so  many  Ilanorerian 
troopH.  Lord  Sandwich  took  otTuaion  in  the 
house  to  speak  wittt  gT«at  contempt  of  the  Elec- 
lorta«;   and  iu  discussing  tlu)  Koyal  Family 


W6 


PU8ACSE  IK  TUB    LIFS   Of 


^ivmed  to  forget  the  cWoonun  which  ihiit  mibj^ 
demanded.  Lonl  Stanbo])e,  at  the  close  of  sn 
«t«gRnt  iipvcch,  hxl  moved  an  address  to  the 
King,  which  led  to  such  intemperate  Uttf^usfi^ 
OD  llw  pari  of  hb  seconder,  and  which  purported 
lo  beteecb  and  advise  His  Majniy,  "Uiat  in 
cotnpesaon  lo  the  people,  who  were  alreai^ 
lofldcd  with  such  nunu^mua  and  heavy  taxes, 
and  auch  a  largv  aud  growing  debt,  be  would 
•xonerate  bis  subjecU  of  the  charge  of  ibcaa 
lueroviuuics,  &c."  The  motion  was  "  buotnl 
demtit"  a»  SmollcU  ob»en<ee.  wlule  the  forroer 
patrioU  adopted  the  vi^ry  laitguage  they  bad  eo 
UlvJy  coDdemnccI  in  Sir  Robert  \S~alp<de.  Bui 
tlie  opposition  had  got  into  power, — iIm-  Gsb  was 
caught,  and  llicy  rccollect<-d  Uw  ohrewd  aiwwrr 
of  tho  piftcntory  citrdinu)  or  pope,  that  ih«rc  was 
no  longer  a  necessity  lo  spread  the  nei  :  ibey 
had  suddenly  become  illumined  with  more  en- 
larged )d«as ;  for  placo  and  power  bad  the  in* 
Eiillitile  etTcct  of  sltuwing  that  titcse  dinnlcivstod 
people  were  but  men  at  lasu     Tbe  CoounoM, 
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httwerer,  granted  supplioi  to  the  amount  of  six 
millions,  and  the  nar  vtoH  proceciitrd.  Th« 
ttational  debt  continued  to  increase,  the  navy  was 
M  utual  neglpcted,  tho  £ng;li6h  nraiB  were  in- 
glorious, »>d  Sfioiii  rodt-  us  with  un  iron  boof. 

In  April  the  King  and  Duki!  of  Cumberland 
embarkMl  for  Grnnany,  atli-ndcd  by  Lord  Car- 
teret and  otiicr  ])l^^lton3  of  dixtiudion. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary  wramed  now  to  triumph 
over  all  her  eneniion.  Tlu?  French  wci*  driren  out 
of  Bobomia  and  part  of  the  Upper  Palatinate  ; 
and  their  forces  under  Marshal  Broglio  were 
posted  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charlea  of  Lor- 
nunc,  at  tlie  head  of  the  Austrian  army,  enterrd 
Bav-aria,  and  obtainvd  a  victory  at  Branau ;  at 
the  same  lime  three  bodies  of  Croats,  penetrating 
through  tlw  passes  of  the  Tyrol<sc  ravaged  the 
whole  oounlry   to  the   very   gules  of  Munich. 

■  The   Emperor  pressed   iho   French  general  (o 

■  hazard  a  battle,  but  he  refused  to  run  the 
I  risk,  although  he  lud  received  a  strong  rc- 
I      inforcement  from  France     His  Imperial  Ma- 
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•nd  Capua,  and  Veti,  the  cavalry  fight  at 
Regillus,  tbe  slaughters  of  Hirasynienus  and 
CaniuD,  are  imprinted  on  our  minds  with  a 
glowing  vividness ;  btil  wc  defy  the  reader  ol' 
tlic  wars  wc  have  latclj*  touchfd  upon  iv  peruse 
ilirir  details  without  a  reeling  of  distaste.  It  is 
nevertbelMtt  ini|Masil)le  to  open  1)ig~  Uioaire  of 
o])eraiions  in  which  England  was  now  to  be 
engaged,  without  some  introduction;  and  w« 
only  Mop  lure  froin  tlie  frar  of  diitgusting  ihow 
who  have  followed  us  so  far,  rererring  them  lo 
the  history  of  the  time  for  a  fullrr  explanation 
of  tho  reasons  which  George  II.,  as  Kl«tor  o( 
Hanov«r,  believed  himself  juKtitled  by  when  lie 
look  this  actirt;  part  in  tbe  <^uarr«l. 

In  tlie  spring  of  17-13  Lord  Stair  broke  up 
his  quarters  iu  the  NctlierUtuls,  and  marched 
to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  when  the  army  en- 
camped near  Iloesh.  The  Ungliith  Field-Mar- 
shal now  sent  Major- Gene nJ  Bland  with  a 
polite  message  to  tiie   Bmperor  at   Fraidifon, 


^     " 


a  tax  ur%  or 


MMiiag  Mm,  m  tbr  iubw  of  Hb  Brituuiic  M** 
jatj.  tbal  be  oboaU  noi  he  molestod,  or  bai 
cBgoitj  ia  tlir  leui  fioUtnL  The  Empmv.  il 
aMon.  Danrithataadittg  this  ^ukrantev,  rrtind 
to  Munch,  iboofb  be  wu  aftenrardt  obtifnl 
10  r«tara.  string  to  the  sucoen  flf  the  AuMriuft 
in  IJamia.  The  French  King,  in  onfer  lo 
pntoi  the  juBciion  of  the  Britub  $am*  <aiih 
Prinor  Charles  of  Lonaiae,  ordn«d  Mar^cbal 
At  NoaiUe*  to  asMiiible  stxtj^  ibousand  mm 
upon  the  Mamr;  «hil«  Coigny  was  wdi  ialo 
Aliaoa  with  a  numerau>  army  to  dHimd  ihiL 
proriim.  and  oppose  Prioce  Charles,  dxHiU  he 
Rtlcnpt  to  paaa  the  Rhine.  De  NoaiUeB  hav> 
ia^  sfcur^  the  Umbb  of  Spins,  Wornu,  and 
Oppcnbcim.  paaaK)  the  Rbinf  in  the  beginning 
of  JuDT,  and  posted  binwrir  od  the  rast  sde  of 
thai  riwr  abon  FranUbtt. 

Stair  adraocnl  towards  htm,  and  aeaio  eo' 
camped  ai  Killenbach,  frum  vbLince  be 
lo  AscbafieDburg,   with  a  view  to  ■eeur* 


navigation  of  the  t'pjxr  Miiine;  but  he  was 
anticipated  by  the  enemy,  who  lay  oa  the  oppo- 
site bsnk  of  the  river,  and  who  hotl  taken  pos- 
MMion  of  Uie  po«ts  ubove,  so  as  to  intercept  atl 
supplies.  Here  it  were  to  be  wished  that  wv 
could  avail  oursclvea  of  the  Earl's  account  of 
ihiK  campaign  ;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  docu- 
metiU  hut  those  ^Th)ch  have  been  many  yean 
back  laid  before  the  public,  though  now  for- 
gottiMi,  we  can  only  lament  our  inability  to 
explain  the  regions,  doubtless  good  one*,  for 
the  apparent  abaence  of  foresight  or  unua)  good 
gencraUhip,  in  thus  allowing  himself  (o  be  out- 
mun(EUVTE<l  in  the  taking  up  a  po«ilion.  He 
was  ccruinly  outnumbered,  and  hampered  pro- 
bably with  the  counsel  and  intractability  of  tus 
confetlenitex ;  add  to  which,  he  was  in  daily 
expectation  of  the  King,  wlio  was  certain  to 
alter  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  whatever  it 
might  be,  in  order  to  sliow  that  he  would  be 
master.  But  we  have  never  had  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  measures,  or  rather  the  want 


I 
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prisod,  b  said  to  have  displayed  Uw  most 
adminibli!  cooliicss  and  courage,  and  vfTected 
hi»  ratreat  in  masterly  style  with  hiM  tMorU 

Bridges  had  beta,  during  the  night  of  the 
2Stbi  thrown  serosa  the  Maiac  by  the  French. 
By  day-break  tlic  vrliolc  of  the  allied  army, 
having  broken  up  from  their  camp  at  AscbaffeD- 
burg,  wvn  oa  llic  march  tovards  Hunaa.     ,   « 

About  ciglii  o'cloc^k  Captain  Halliburton,  who 
had  been  out  with  a  patrol  of  horse,  observed  the 
enemy  also  in  motion,  and  reported  the  sanw  to 
Lord  Stair.  The  allied  army  waa  baited ;  a 
batu>ry  in  a  chapel  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  »oon  bq^an  to  play  upon  the  llanot-erian 
cavalry  near  Honhxtadl,  luul  vta*  oppowd,  and 
after  a  time  silenced,  by  the  British  artUlery 
planted  by  Lord  Stair,  who  displayed  the  great- 
est bran-ry,  sitting  on  his  horw.'  unliarmed  amidst 
the  firv.  AM^hafiouburg,  in  the  rear,  waa  now 
taken  pofxwuon  of  by  the  enemy.  In  front  of 
the  allies  a  line  of  French  infnntTy  made  a  de- 
monstration, and  soon  after  a  second  line  extend- 
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eouraf^  rmolulely  withKtood  the  enlrratKs  of 
tbe  Carl  that  he  would  ramove  to  a  loss  oxposml 
nutalicn.  • 

^,  Tile  French  were  aujierior  in  artillery.  The 
action  commenoett  with  a  vi^rous  cannonade 
on  both  ndcH.  Dc  Grammont  having  been 
stationed  to  keep  the  dclilo  Ix-forr  numnl.  with 
all  the  young  noblesse  and  princai,  »nd  the 
household  troops  of  France,  contrary  to  the 
orders  of  Noailles,  quitted  hiH  |)oat,  and  ad< 
vanced  without  bent  of  drum  or  sound  of  trum- 
pet, under  cover  of  the  smoke  from  the  guns. 
The  balteriee  ceaeed ;  there  was  a  dead  silence ; 
nothing  being  beard  but  the  tramp  of  an  ii»-' 
nicasc  body  of  slowly -advancing  cavalry.  Tha ' 
nlliitl  army  now  got  a  sight  of  the  enemy,  and 
raised  "  a  dreadful  huscxa."  Between  litem 
there  wa«  only  a  motraM,  which  the  impettiout 
Oe  Grammont  |)as»ed,  and  advanced,  says  the 
account,  so  clos^  to  the  first  Una  of  JolantTy,  thai 
ihc  colotir  of  the  men's  eyes  could  be  di»tin> 
^utshcd.      i^erc  they  halted  a  few  momenta ; 
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but  on  ltu>  louing  or  a  losb,  tfaf  aigtiul  >pved 
on.  the  body  of  h»Tw  broke  lunouslj  into  tht 
letl  of  the  Britisb  infantnr,  which  h»d  Apcord 
ftbout  eightecD  ynrde  to  rM«r«  tbem.  Some  of 
thu  lino  w'er**  cut  down  (this  we  think  very 
probaiblf  from  such  ■  norul  maimutTo  aa  iv 
ceiving  cavalry  in  linr).  but  tbo  renaiiMfer 
cloring  in,  the  enrrny  were  Mon  ihroWD  iaio 
oonfunon.  So  clowly  engaged  weiv  Uwy  thai 
the  musxlnof  the  meti's  muskets  pressed  agftiml 
the  aides  of  the  horws  a^  tbey  opened  their  fire. 
Sueh  of  the  FrriKh  as  escaped  through  the 
intervals,  were  met  hy  the  HanoveriaiB  in  the 
second  line,  and  by  the  Austriam  in  the  third, 
who  fired  full  in  their  faee«.  The  slaughter 
was  immrasc.  Tl>e  Black  Musqueleers,  a  dioaea 
regiment  of  hone,  not  6nding  an  opening,  rode 
at  a  gallop  along  the  British  line,  but  raissd  a 
ttrrible  fir«  as  tbey  pasaed,  and  w«re  totally 
Bnoihtlate<l  by  the  Seots  Greys*,  and  their  «taB- 

'  *nuc  «u  sko  m  FKBck  trjpinMI  of  Gttri  to  tl«  kid. 
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(Urd  (aken  by  a  serjeant  of  Hawley's  dragiXHU 
at  llie  right  of  the  whole  line.  The  Cornet  who 
carried  it  wag  rarly  killed ;  but  being  buckled 
lo  hiK  horiie,  tlie  dead  body  was  carriMl  along 
by  ilic  frigltWoed  animal  till  thus  stopped.  The 
standard  was  of  white  satin,  embroidered  with 
gold  and  silver,  the  device  a  aheaf  of  arrow*, 
bound  with  a  wniath,  and  the  ntotlo  "  Ailer'ma 
/ovif,  aUera  Tela,"  very  handsome,  &c.,  but 
much  stained  with  blood.  Several  other  splen- 
did standards  were  taken,  of  various  colours  and 
darioes. 

ItM  French  infantry  now  came  up  to  tbc  sup- 
port of  their  comrades,  and  a  sustatnod  and 
detitruclive  fiir  look  place  on  both  sidt-ji.  The 
Blues  were  «cnt  to  General  CU}lon  to  prevent 
(he  enemy  from  flanking  him  on  the  side  of  (be 
rinr.  The  young  horsM  could  not  be  brought 
lo  face  the  (rcmendouJt  fire  of  grape  and  mux- 
kelt)'  thai  wok  oppoaed  to  them,  and  were  put 
to  flight.  This,  says  the  account,  struck  a  damp 
into  some  of  the  Generak ;  but  Stair  said,  "  there 


•MtfteMW  aiMbhav:  I  wOl  bni(  b^k 
ike  BNh  ;'  ^id.  gallBpiay  after  tbm.  be  Moa 
■fcj  *■  i»  I  iftJMiii,  aod  rode  «i  tfarir  bMd 
t»  Ihr  <b>f*,  vfaidi  (bry  bow  made  io  omW 
ttfle.  Thr  King's  dngooM  fdbmd 
Ij  IB  BMiiiuiae  the  defilr.  m  wc  bi*r 


IWiriBflMMdafaoai  two  boon  hrlinvB  th» 
fian  af  inbnliy.  Tbe  VtvaA  Am 
and  prpBwd  to  m1t«ikc^  but  ihr; 
by  the  rrniaining  bone,  aad 
Rtaroad  ■  lander  dwer.  Thr  aKmy 
a  boUflw  tquan.  and  mafaamiwH 
ti  MtMM ;  bat  it  via  bopaanble  for  tbdr  chiefr 
la  btp  the  troop  m  Ais  order,  aad,  aotwitfa- 
ifaeR-  atBNrt  eSbrta,  tb«  vbola  bodjr 
iri^kd  is  a  general  ligfaL  The 
aetf-tk  laBoB  of  the  Prroeb  officers  waa  io  keep- 
■■g  with  tbnr  usual  giUiuitry.  Tlicy  threw 
befocv  thrm.  impkired.  — rrrafd. 
UUrd  soow,  but  moitljr  tn  rain; 
the  panic  oeoU  not  be  menoate.     The  H 
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verian  artillery  wiia  now  brought  up,  ami  |)l»%-ml 
ujioD  ifaeae  niiiicrabl«  victitufl,  as  tlicy  Iried  to 
ford  tlic  river,  or  crowded  upon  the  bridges,  one 
of  wliicli  broke  dovrn,  nherv  hundfi'ds  weri* 
drownfd. 

Voltaire  givcit  a  list  of  several  princefi  and 
noblpmeD  who  dislioguislicd  themBelvoB  on  this 
occasion,  »iid  nho  fvU  in  th«  retreat.  "  Lt- 
Mnrqui*  dt  I'uytegitr,"  aaj-s  lie,  "  parhtt  aax 
Midals  de  nA  regiment,  courait  aprea  eux. 
raUieut  ce  ^u'U  pouvatl,  et  en  lua  de  ta  main 
qiultjtiet  urtA  i/iu  ne  rouiaient  plus  lui  mivre,  et 
gtii  eriaimt  '  aaiate  qui  peut  F  Lea  iVinccf  tl 
tea  Duca  de  Biroti,  de  Luxembourg,  de  Boujfiera, 
de  Chevfeuse,  de  Pequiffiy,  te  metlmetU  a  ia  tele 
da  brigadea  t/u'iU  rcTiconlraient,  el  n'en/bnctueHt 
dan*  lei  tignei  ennemig." 

Hf  re!ate§  an  aflectiiig  inMi»nce  of  ririniie»» 
ia  ibo  young  Count  de  Boufflers  de  Reinien- 
oourt.  it  boy  of  Ico  years  old.  wIimc  log  wus 
broken  by  ■*  cannon-ball. 

"  It  rfifvt  te  coup  {de  canon),  le  vil  couper 
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I       ibal  of  neaping  into  Manau  ;  and  Uw  retiyul 

I       from   Ilia   discomfited   enemy  was   made   with 

I       ukIi  |>reciptlalion,  that  the  wounded  were  left 

to  his  care.     The   Gazette   give*  the   number 

I      of  killed  and  woundn)  of  llw  allies  at  2,3S0'. 

"      Ttie  French  load  U  Malod  at  about  5,000.  but 

wiu  probably  more.     Mutual   civilitieH  paned 

between  the  Due  do  Noailles  and  Lord  Stair; 

tlM'  latter  iwtuling  some  badly  wounded  Fn-ncb 

officers  back  to  their  rriendii  in  his  state-conch : 

all  prisonerB  were  in  fact  exchanged.     On  the 

SOth  of  June,  Stair  wrote  tlw  following  note:— 

"  J'ai  rttaoyi  tout  let  pritonniert  Fran^ait 

dont  favai*  connoitance,  el  fax  donn^  ordre 

de  reiacher  ceux  qut  etoient  enlre  let  maim 

det    flanovtrriens.      Fotw  me  permettrez    de 

v<mt  remercier  de  vo*  maniires  g^ireutet 

<fagir,  letqueilei  tont  conformit  aut  tenti- 

menti  qtu  fai  toujourt  fait  profession  vCtxvoir 

pour  At.  le  Due  de  NoatUet.    Je  V9U$  rends 

■  AnmKtt  Ihe  \iAtta  WM  lh«  DoIm  oT  CuBilHrliuii).  oho 
nniiod  ■  MaiLft-MI  ikmgti  tbc  <*U  «f  hw  teg. 


iH  TVS  Ltn  or 

,  dn  MM  ftw  wnu  a»ts  fit* 

hard  ^Mr  neMin^  VoltaJrv  aome  wwtk*  aAtr, 
■»  Mkcd  hi*  flpiaieQ  of  Druin^n  ■'  I  thiitk.'' 
wM  Slur.  *■  dai  yon  commiucd  one  biuti  aad 
^  »•;  yottn  ww  pMring  ilw  renop, — et  lie 
w0  mtair  pm  S'attendre ;  let  dtvz  ttotrrt  ont 
Af  4k  warn  wwttre  tTaboni  w*  ru^M*  tfttrt 
ptrin,  at  tiumte  i*  n'aaoir  pat  profiti  4e 

JBwtmttmr 

HuM  emtfomA  aa  tin  oeagion  the  tub- 

Bote  Atfnym  '  Tc  i>rHi.' 

IV  ifiWwM  winiOMfm  whidi  mi^fat  han 
b(«ti  tquiigd  frfKD  the  rietory  wtrv  rxinly  Hudi; 
wav  by  Georgt^  who,  belipnng  that  coou^  n-a^ 
dsar  oi  HI  iiiini.  his  mimj  fnm  impcndinc  iIp- 
mmetioa.  alknnd  it  to  remain  lurpid  during  ibe 
raM  of  the  ampaign.  Tbe  King  held  m  court 
al  ibnra  oa  the  tCtfa  oT  July.  I]e  w&s  u- 
t«adrd  by  Lord  Holdentesw,  a»  Lord  of  th« 
Bed-diunbn-,  md  waited  oo  by  wTcral  pmoos 
■  VclWn. 
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of  distiDction,  nlw  came  to  puy  tlicir  TOpcct>>> 
wiiongHt  wlioai  were  Prince  Charter  of  Lor- 
raitw-,  atleinlod  by  Marihal  Kh«r«nhuller.  Princes 
Enterhazy,  William  Frederick  of  He«e.  Count 
Nieuperg,  Stair,  and  a  great  many  gcn«ralt> 
and  noblemen,  who  ttic  next  day  went  to  a 
revien  of  itiv  amiy  in  its  encanipiiKnt,  reitirn- 
ing  (o  the  castle  of  Ilanau.  Prince  Clutrlm 
dined  »-ilb  the  King  on  tlu^  following  day,  and 
w'l  olT  for  (be  Austrian  camp  in  the  Margraviatr 
of  Dourlach.  Lord  Stuir  wems  to  iiave  enter- 
tained liberally  and  sumptuously  while  the 
troagui  reinainod  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frank* 
fort.  The  AuHtrians  under  D'Arember^  und 
N(eiipcr«  marched,  August  -1th,  to  pass  the 
Rhine  near  Maycncp.  The  Bnti»|i  and  Iluno- 
vprians  followMl  on  tbc  next  day.  On  the  8tb 
of  August  the  army  enc<imped  near  Bibericti ; 
passed  the  Rliine  on  ttic  23d,  und  again  en- 
camped at  tlie  CiiartrtHix,  near  ilenti. 

We  hear  little  furtber  of  George's  emploj- 
meniB,  or  of  the  oocupalions  of  Lord  Stair,  that 
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an  worthy  of  notice  during  the  mnuindrr  of 
lite  ftrwon.  Tltc  disngnvmnitfl  of  ihfw  Mo 
Iteada  of  th«  army  became  more  freqiteni.  at 
tin  King  rafuwd  1o  ItKlen  to  (be  proposals  of 
ttie  Utter  for  actiro  morcments.  The  aXtin  in 
Scptpmbvr  ntovm)  mtcopssivvly  to  Womn  knd 
S]>im ;  but  nothtiiK  »r  imjiorlaner  ms  done  or 
resolved  on.  In  tlio  middle  of  Octotx-r  Gi-orgi> 
M  ibem  back  to  Worm*,  when  the  jifojecied 
stuck  of  the  PrcDch  lines  netir  Landiui  bviag 
given  up.  as  wr  h»n  already  stalrd  in  Villiers. 
the  Britnb  army  mitrched  for  {-lunders,  to  take 
up  its  trinter-quarlers,  where  it  arrived  in  No- 
vember. The  King  bad  previously  dep«rted 
for  England,  as  also  Lord  Stair,  uking  ibr 
Hague  to  his  way,  by  the  Sovereign's  dirrc- 
tioiu,  wllenc«^  he  was  officially  tv»gfttU. 

The  cooUiesa  which  Buc<-e«led  between  the 
King  and  Stair  did  not  pnrvcDt  the  hitler  from 
oflTcriRg  his  wrrices  in  th(^  foUowing  year,  on  the 
appearance  of  disturbances  in  Scodtind.  Thraa 
were   graciotinly   *ccc])ted,    and    lh«    Earl    waa 


invested  with  the  commaiul  of  all  tbe  forces 
in  Soutti  Briuin.  He  wait  vlso  rt-fttored  to  ihc 
command  of  his  regiment,  the  ScoU  Greys. 
which  hod,  we  believe,  a  third  lime  been  tak«n 
from  htm. 

The  Eart  married  Eleanor,  fourth  daughter 
of  James  Campbell,  Earl  of  London,  by  whom 
he  had  00  isme. 

In  1747,  a  sliort  time  before  his  death,  he 
eKecuUxl  a  deed,  surrendering  his  titles  to  the 
Crown,  and  obtained  a  new  eharttsr  to  the 
heirs  male  of  lus  body ;  or  failing  such,  to 
the  person  or  persons  descended  of  the  first 
Viscount  whom  he  might  appoint,  and  failing 
.luch  nomination,  to  the  second  son  of  hU  next 
brother,  William,  with  other  remainders  This 
created  aAernards  some  confusion  with  regard 
to  l)ie  title,  two  Earls  of  Stair  claiming  it,  and 
voting  at  the  election  of  representative  peers: 
but  the  HouK)  of  Lords  decided  in  1 7't8  again*! 
the  legality  of  the  second  Earl's  itetllement.  lie 
died  May  0th,  1747.  aged  aeventy-four. 


